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Foreword

History is fun and interesting. Why is that? Well, because exactly everything is history. And 
because everything in our own time can be traced back to a beginning sometimes else. This 
book will take you through history as it happened, year by year. It will follow the wars, politics 
and disasters. The rulers, scientists, philosophers and artists. That which made the difference 
that eventually led to us here and now. Its focus is on us  – on our own modern era and on us 
who live in the West. The West being defined as Europe together with the colonised parts of the 
world whose majority population is of European ancestry  – that is, the Americas, Australia and 
New Zealand.   

The Modern Era is the time when the Western World came to conquer, dominate and colonised 
the rest of the world, for bad and for good. But when did it begin? Of course, the transition 
from the Middle Ages to Modernity was a process over decades. By the mid 15th century, it had 
been a hundred years since the Black Plague had ravaged the entire European continent, killing 
nearly every second person – an apocalyptic event which had brought the thriving High Middle 
Ages to an abrupt end. 

Now, a hundred years after the Black Death, Europe´s population was at last once more thriving 
and increasing. It was also during the mid 15th century that the printing press technology was 
invented by Johannes Gutenberg in the Holy Roman Empire and spread across Europe, making 
mass communication possible on a greater scale than ever before, marking an important turning 
point in human history. 

The most commonly cited specific date  for the end of the Middle Ages, however, is on the 29th 
of May of the year 1453. Because it was on this day that the Eastern Roman Empire ultimately 
fell – almost a thousand years after the fall of its Western counterpart in the year 537, and nearly 
1,500 years after the empire’s foundation. Its fall led to the emigration of people from the fallen 
city - and in particular of people holding old, nearly forgotten Greek and Roman knowledge 
of art, science and philosphy nearly forgotten in the West, which helped spark the Renaissance 
Era in Europe. And the Ottoman control of of the eastern Mediterranean led to new trade routes 
being sought from Europe towards India and China – leading to the discovery of the Americas 
and their profitable, unspoiled riches. Thus begun the Modern Time of the Western World.           



Major states on the European continent on the 29th of May 1453... 

Byzantine Empire (also known as the Roman Empire or the Eastern Roman Empire)
The thousand year old empire disappeared for good on the 29th of May 1453. At this point the 
empire was extremely weakened – consisting nearly exclusively of the great old imperial city 
of Constantinople. But as the direct political and cultural continuation of the old Roman Empire 
and rhe centre of Orthodox Christendom, its ultimate fall would nevertheless transform the 
European continent forever.  

Crown of Aragon
Roughly today’s eastern Spanish regions of Catalonia, Valencia, Aragon and the Balearic 
Islands.   

Crown of Castile
Roughly today’s Spanish regions of Madrid, Castile-La Mancha and Castile-Léon. 

Duchy of Burgundy
Roughly the present-day Netherlands, Belgium and northeastern France.

Duchy of Savoy 
Roughly the present-day Italian regions of Piedmont and Aosta Valley and the present-day 
French region of Savoy.  

Emirate of Granada
An Islamic state roughly covering the southern part of the present-day Spanish region of 
Andalusia.   

Grand Duchy of Lithuania 
Roughly present-day Lithuania, present-day Belarus and the northwestern part of present-day 
Ukraine.   

Grand Duchy of Moscow
The city of Moscow and its close surroundings. 

Holy Roman Empire
A vast, loose federation of semi-independent, mainly German speaking states in Central Europe. 
The ultimate rule of the Empire lay with the Emperor of the House of Habsburg, seated in the 
Austrian capital Vienna. Besides the Archduchy of Austria (roughly the present-day Austrian 
states of Vienna and Lower and Upper Austria), other major states within the Holy Roman 
Empire included the Kingdom of Bohemia (roughly present-day Czechia and the present-
day Polish regions of Silesia, Lower Silesia and Opole), the Duchy of Bavaria (roughly the 
present-day German administrative regions of Upper and Lower Bavaria), the Electorate of 
Saxony (roughly the present-day German states of Saxony, Thuringia and Saxony-Anhalt), the 



Swiss Confederacy (roughly the present-day German-speaking part of Switzerland) and the 
Margraviate of Brandenburg (roughly the present-day German states of Berlin and Brandenburg 
and the present-day Polish region of Lubusz) – and many hundreds of smaller constituent states 
in an extraordinarily complex political organisation.  

Kalmar Union
A union between the Kingdom of Denmark (including the present-day German region of 
Schleswig and the present-day Swedish provinces of Scania, Halland, Blekinge and Gotland), 
the Kingdom of Norway (including Iceland, Greenland, the Faroe Islands, the present-day 
Swedish provinces of Bohuslan, Jamtland and Harjedalen, and the present-day British Shetland 
and Orkney Islands) and the Kingdom of Sweden (excluding the previously mentioned 
provinces – but including all of Finland). Ruled by the Danish monarch, but plagued by nearly 
constant conflict as the Swedish nobility sought autonomy for their part of the union. 

Kingdom of England
Roughly present-day England, as well as the city of Calais in present-day France.

Kingdom of France
Roughly present-day Metropolitan France – but not including present-day northeasternmost 
France, Savoy, the Nice region, Calais, Pyrénées-Atlantiques and Corsica.  

Kingdom of Hungary
Roughly present-day Hungary, Slovakia, Transylvania (in present-day Romania), northern 
Serbia and northern Croatia.  

Kingdom of Navarre
Roughly the present-day Spanish regions of Navarre and the Basque Country, and the present-
day French department of Pyrénées-Atlantiques.

Kingdom of Poland
Roughly present-day central and eastern Poland.  

Kingdom of Portugal 
Nearly identical to today’s mainland Portugal

Kingdom of Scotland
Roughly present-day Scotland except the Shetland and Orkney Islands. 

Ottoman Empire
The swiftly and agressively expanding Turkish Ottoman Empire covered much of Anatolia 
(present-day Turkey) and the Balkans. On the 29th of May 1453, the empire won its ultimate 
sought-after prize – the mighty city of Constantinople, which became the capital and crown 
jewel at the centre of the empire. Along with the Emirate of Granada, it was the only Islamic 



state in Europe.   

Papal States
A Christian theocracy under the direct rule of the pope in Rome, covering roughly the present-
day Italian regions of Lazio, Marche and Umbria.  

Principality of Moldavia
Roughly covering present-day northeastern Romania, the present-day country of Moldova, and 
present-day southeastern Ukraine. 

Principality of Wallachia
Roughly covering present-day southern Romania. 

Republic of Florence
Roughly the present-day Italian region of Tuscany. 

Republic of Genoa
Roughly the present-day Italian region of Liguria, Monaco, and the region around Nice in 
France.

Republic of Venice
Roughly the present-day Italian region of Veneto. 

State of the Teutonic Order 
A state on the eastern shores of the Baltic Sea under the direct rule of the Teutonic Order, 
a German Christian knight order. Covered roughly the present-day Russian exclave of 
Kaliningrad, the present-day Polish regions of Warmia-Masuria and Pomerania, the coastland of 
present-day Lithuania, and most of present-day Latvia and Estonia.



TIMELINE



1453
29 May. Following almost two months of siege and several failed attempts at breaching the 
city walls of Constantinople – the very last holdout of the Byzantine Empire, the eastern direct 
continuation of the Roman Empire – the Ottoman Empire under sultan Mehmet II shortly 
after midnight makes a final all-out assault against the city. At last the Ottomans manage to 
breach through parts of the city walls and panic ensues within the city among both soldiers and 
civilians. The Roman defence collapses and the Ottomans start to pour into the city. The Roman 
emperor himself is killed as he sees the city lost and charges against the Ottomans ahead of his 
soldiers in a last act of honour. The victorious Ottomans treat the city’s panicking inhabitants 
with extreme levels of cruelty and brutality. Roman leaders, soldiers, priest, nuns and ordinary 
civilians alike are met with merciless violence – indiscriminate mass slaughter, mass rape and 
mass torture. The ancient city is utterly pillaged and desecrated and innumerable Greek and 
Roman cultural treasures are forever lost or destroyed. Only after three days, the Ottoman 
sultan decides to order an end to the slaughter and pillage. By that time, many thousands of 
the civilians who were unable to escape the city have been killed, tens of thousands more have 
been taken as slaves, and the city lies in desolate ruin. With the fall of Constantinople and the 
death of emperor Constantine XI Palaiologos, the almost 1,500 years old Roman Empire ceases 
to exist. The nearly emptied city of Constantinople is immediately made the new capital of 
the Ottoman Empire. The Haga Sophia, the city’s greatest cathedral and the heart of Orthodox 
Christendom, is turned into a mosque. And the nearly emptied city is soon repopulated by 
immigrants from all around the Ottoman Empire, while Romans from Constantionple fleeing 
the falling city end up around the shores of the Mediterranean, bringing with them old Greco-
Roman culture, literature, science and philosophy, significantly contributing in lighting the 
spark of the new Renaissance Era in Western Europe – the Modern Era begins.  

1453 
17 July. The Kingdom of France under King Charles VII gains its final and decisive victory 
in the Hundred Years’ War with the Kingdom of England at the Battle of Castillon in southern 
France. The losses of the English army, led by the mentally ill King Henry VI, are massive 
– bringing the Hundred Years’ War comes to an end. England loses all of its holidings on the 
French mainland except the port city of Calais.  

1454
The Thirteen Years’ War breaks out between the Kingdom of Poland and the German State of 
the Teutonic Order over the rulership of the region of Prussia on the southeastern shore of the 
Baltic Sea. 

1455
22 May. The Wars of the Roses begin in the Kingdom of England – a series of civil wars over 
the right to the English trone between the House of York and the ruling House of Lancaster. The 
first fighting breaks out at the small Battle of St. Albans, where the House of York under throne 
claimant Richard Plantagenet are victorious. King Henry VI is taken captive, and is upon his 
released forced to accept the House of York playing a role in the government of his kingdom.  



1456 
22 July. The Kingdom of Hungary repels the army of the Ottoman Empire which has laid siege 
on the city of Belgrade, preventing the Ottomans from advancing further into Hungary and 
Central Europe.   

Vlad Tepes, also know as Vlad Dracula or Vlad the Impaler, becomes the ruler of the 
Principality of Wallachia. 

1457
2 September. The Albanian League of Lezhe under Skanderbeg wins a decisive victory against 
the numerically vastly superior Ottoman Empire in the Battle of Albulena. The Albanian victory 
prevents further Ottoman expansion in the Balkans and stops the Ottomans from reaching the 
Italian peninsula.   

1459
12 October. Following Yorkist victory in the Battle of Ludford Bridge, the House of Lancaster 
with King Henry VI are forced to temporarily flee England and settle in Ireland. 

1460
10 July. After the House of York has captured London, the House of Lancaster returns to 
England. However, the House of York, lead by Richard Neville, Earl of Warwick, is once more 
victorious at the Battle of Northampton, and takes Henry VI captive. 

30 December. The House of Lancaster gains a great victory over the House of York at the Battle 
of Wakefield under Queen Margaret of Anjou, wife of the captive Henry VI – the de facto leader 
of the Lancaster cause. Richard Plantagenet, the Yorkist throne pretender, is killed in the battle. 

1461
17 February. The House of Lancaster under Queen Margaret defeats the army of the House of 
York under Richard Neville, Earl of Warwick, in the Second Battle of St. Albans and Henry VI 
is released from his imprisonment, though the Lancaster army is unable to retake London. 

4 March. Edward IV, son of the deceased Richard Plantagenet, is crowned as the first Yorkist 
king of the Kingdom of England. 

29 March. The House of York under the new King Edward IV wins a crushing, decisive victory 
over the House of Lancaster at the Battle of Towton. After the catastrophic loss, the deposed 
king Henry VI and his wife the former queen Margaret of Anjou flee into exile in the Kingdom 
of Scotland. 

1462
5 April. Ivan III (Ivan the Great) is crowned Grand Prince of the Grand Duchy of Moscow. 



Under his rule, the duchy expands far beyond the city, across the northern and central Rus´ 
territories, after which he names himself Grand Duke of all Rus’. The Grand Duchy of Moscow 
now becomes the largest Orthodox Christian state. Through this and through his marriage to 
Sophia Palaiologina, the niece of the last Roman emperor in Constantinople, Ivan III declares 
the Grand Duchy of Moscow the successor state of the Byzantine Empire. 

16 June. In the Night Attack during the Wallachian-Ottoman Wars, Prince Vlad Dracula of 
Wallachia attacks the night camp of the invading Ottoman Empire in an attempt to assassinate 
Sultan Mehmed II. A great battle ensues, and in the end the Wallachians are forced to retreat 
towards their capital of Targoviste. However, when the Ottoman army arrives, the find the city 
completely abandoned – inside it stands instead rows upon rows of stakes with about 20,000 
impaled Ottoman soldiers and dignitaries. Horrified by this sight, the Ottomans decide to retreat.     

The Cape Verde Islands west of Africa are colonised by Portugal. 

1464
After new Lancastrian revolts break out in northern England, the Yorkists manage to capture the 
deposed king Henry VI. He becomes imprisoned inside the Tower of London. 

1466
The Thirteen Years’ War ends with Polish victory over the Teutonic Order. At the Second Peace 
of Torun, the Order’s western Prussian territories, including the city of Danzig (Gdansk), are 
ceded to the Kingdom of Poland under the collective name of Royal Prussia. 

1468
17 January. Albanian nobleman, military leader and national hero Skanderbeg dies. 

The Orkney Islands are ceded from the Kalmar Union to the Kingdom of Scotland. 

1469
19 October. The Kingdom of Spain is created through the marriage between Queen Isabel 
I (Isabella I) of the Crown of Castile and King Fernando II (Ferdinand II) of the Crown of 
Aragon.

The Shetland Islands are ceded from the Kalmar Union to the Kingdom of Scotland.  

1471
14 April. The Battle of Barnet is fought between the House of York under King Edward IV and 
the House of Lancaster. The Lancastrians are now lead by Richard Neville, Earl of Warwick, 
who has switched side in the conflict. The battle is a crushing victory for Edward IV and 
Richard Neville is killed in the fight. 

4 May. The Yorkist army under Edward IV wins another crushing victory against the army of 



the House of York. Edward of Westminster, son of the deposed Lancastrian king Henry VI and 
Lancastrian heir to the throne is executed after the battle. 

21 May. The deposed, mentally ill and broken Lancastrian king Henry VI dies in his captivity at 
the Tower of London – possibly murdered by Yorkists.    

1472
The Kingdom of Portugal colonises the island of Bioko in present-day Equatorial Guinea in 
western central Africa. 

1474
The four years long Burgundian Wars begin, with the duchies of Burgundy and Savoy on one 
side and the Swiss Confederacy and the Duchy of Lorraine on the other. The wars ends in 
victory for Switzerland and Lorraine – and results in the dissultion of the Duchy of Burgundy. 

The Kingdom of Portugal established the colony of Portuguese Guinea on the west coast of 
Africa.  

Construction of the Sistine Chapel begins in Rome. 

1478 
Albania is annexed into the Ottoman Empire. 

The Grand Duchy of Moscow under Ivan III conquers the Republic of Novgorod. 

The Spanish Inquisition begins. Its aim is to maintain the established conservative Catholic 
Christian teaching in the Kingdom of Spain – and initially in particular to ensure the geniune 
conversion of Muslims and Jews in the territories recently conquered from the declining 
Emirate of Granada.     

1479
13 October. The Kingdom of Hungary defeats the Ottoman Empire in the Battle of Breadfield. 

1482
23 December. Through the Treaty of Arras, the territory of the dissolved Duchy of Burgundy is 
divided between France and the Habsburg Dynasty of the Holy Roman Empire. France gains 
Burgundy proper, while Burgundy’s northern possessions, including Holland, Gelderland, 
Brabant, Flanders, Wallonia and Luxembourg, become the Habsburg Netherlands. 

1483
9 April. Edward IV, king of England, dies. His 12-year-old son becomes the new king Edward 
V, and Richard of Gloucester, brother of Edward IV, is appointed as lord protector of the new 
young king. The new king and his younger brother Richard are both installed at the Tower of 



London. However, shortly afterwards, the marriage between Edward IV and his wife Elizabeth 
Woodville is declared invalid, and Edward V is deposed of his royal title. 

26 June. Richard of Gloucester, brother of the deceased Edward IV, is crowned as Richard III. 

August. The deposed Edward V and his younger brother Richard – the sons of Edward IV – are 
seen for their last time inside the Tower of London, where they are held imprisoned imprisoned 
by their uncle Richard III. Likely the princes were murdered shortly after – possibly on the 
orders of Richard III himself. 

The Hofburg Palace in Vienna in the Archduchy of Austria becomes the official residence of the 
Habsburg Dynasty. Thus Vienna becomes the de facto capital of the Holy Roman Empire.

1485
22 August. Henry Tudor, heir to the English throne for the House of Lancaster, meets King 
Richard III of the House of York at the Battle of Bosworth. The battle is a complete and decisive 
victory for the Lancastrians and a fatal final disaster for the House of York. The Yorkists are 
utterly defeated and Richard III is killed on the battlefield. Henry Tudor is immediately crowned 
as the new English king Henry VII – the first king of the House of Tudor. The battle marks the 
final end of the Wars of the Roses. 

The Duchy of Moscow under Ivan III conquers the Principality of Tver. 

Painter, inventor and scientist Leonardo da Vinci from the Republic of Florence draws the 
Vitruvian Man – a depiction of the mathematically perfectly proportioned human body. 

1486
18 January. King Henry VII of England marries Elizabeth of York, daughter of the former 
Yorkist king Edward IV, thus once and for all uniting the two rivalling houses of Lancaster and 
York. 

Painter Sandro Botticelli from the Republic of Florence paints The Birth of Venus.  

1492
12 October. Explorer Christobal Colom (Christopher Columbus in English) from the Republic 
of Genoa, in service of the Kingdom of Spain, lands in the Bahamas in the West Indies. His 
voyage marks the beginning of European colonisation of the Americas. Later in the year, he 
continues his journey along the coasts of Cuba and Hispaniola before returning to Spain.A few 
Spanish explorers decide to remain on Hispaniola, where they establish the first Spanish fortress 
is the Americas.  

The Kingdom of Spain conquers the city of Granada – the last remnant of the Muslim Empire 
of Granada, thus completing the Reconquista of the Iberian peninsula from Islamic rule. In the 



same year, all Jews are expelled from the Kingdom of Spain. 

1493
3 November. Christobal Colom returns to the West Indies – this time accompanied by a large 
fleet of well over a thousands Spanish colonists, including farmers, priests and soldiers.  

Portugal colonises the equatorial islands of Sao Tomé and Principe near the coast of west central 
Africa.  

1494
7 June. Spain and Portugal sign the Treaty of Torsedillas, where Spain and Portugal agree to 
share the world outside of Europe between them – with Spain gaining the western half and 
Portugal the eastern. 

1496
The city of Santo Domingo is founded on the West Indian island of Hispaniola by Bartholomew 
Columbus, brother of Christobal Colom, as the first European city in the Americas.  

1497 
Portuguese explorer Vaco da Gama starts out on his first voyage to India. 

1498
4 August. During his third voyage to the Americas, Cristobal Colom for the first time reaches 
the coast of the South American mainland, at present-day Venezuela, and discovers the mouth 
of the Orinoco River. 

Leonardo da Vinci paints The Last Supper in the Convent of Santa Maria delle Grazie in Milan.

1499
25 August. The Ottoman Empire defeats the Republic of Venice in the First Battle of Lepanto. It 
is the first naval battle where cannons are used onboard ships. 

Explorer Amerigo Vespucci from the Republic of Florence sails with his expedition to South 
America, where he discovers the mouth of the Amazon River. The American continents become 
named after him. 

Sculpturer and painter Michaelangelo from the Republic of Florence completes his sculpture 
Pietà.  

1500
August. The Ottoman Empire once again defeats the Republic of Venice in the Second Battle 
of Lepanto. The defeat in the battle leads to Venice losing most of its Greek territories to the 
Ottoman Empire. 



Portuguese explorer Pedro Alvares Cabral claims Brazil as a colony of the Kingdom of 
Portugal. 

1502
During his fourth and last voyage to the Americas, Christobal Colom reaches the coast of the 
South American mainland, where he visits present-day Costa Rica, Nicaragua and Panama.   

European colonists in the Americas begin importing and using slaves from Africa. 

Painter Albrecht Durer from Nuremberg in the Holy Roman Empire paints his Young Hare.  

1503
28 April. The Kingdom of Spain defeats the Kingdom of France in the Battle of Cerignola in 
southern Italy, in a war over the right to the throne of the Kingdom of Naples. It is the first time 
in history that a battle is won with the use of gunpowder small arms. 

Portugal establishes a colony at Cochi in present-day Kerala – the first European colony in 
India.  

1504
31 January. The Treaty of Lyon is signed between the Kingdom of Spain and the Kingdom of 
France, in which the Italian territories of the two countries are determined. Spain is awarded 
southern Italy including Naples and Sicily, while France retains northern Italy including Milan. 

Michaelangelo completes his statue David in Florence.

1506
Leonardo da Vinci finishes his painting Mona Lisa. 

1507
Portuguese explorers under Afonso de Albuequerque conquers the city of Musqat in present-day 
Oman. 

The first epidemic of smallpox breaks out in the Americas on the island of Hispaniola, 
devastating the native Taino population.

1509
21 April. King Henry VII of England dies. He is succeeded by his son Henry VIII. 

11 June. Henry VIII of England marries Catherine of Aragon. 



1510
The city of Goa on the west coast of India is conquered by Portugal and becomes a Portuguese 
colony. 

1511
The city of Malacca on the Malay peninsula is conquered by Portugal and becomes a 
Portuguese colony. 

Painter Raphael from the province of Marche in the Italian Papal State completes his painting 
The School of Athens inside the papal Apostolic Palace in Rome. 

1512
All of the Kingdom of Navarre south of he Pyrenees – including the capital Pamplona – is 
annexed into the Kingdom of Spain. But the kingdom survives as a small rump state on the 
northern side of the Pyrenees.

Michaelangelo finishes his painting of the ceiling in the Sistine Chapel in Rome. 

1513
16 August. The Kingdom of England and the Holy Roman Empire together crushingly defeats 
the Kingdom of France in the Battle of the Spurs in northernmost France during the War of the 
League of Cambrai. 

9 September. The Kingdom of England crushingly defeats the invading army of the Kingdom 
of the Scotland in the Battle of Flodden Field. Scottish king James IV is killed in the battle. It is 
the largest battle ever fought between the two kingdoms. 

Ottoman sultan Selim I orders the massacre of all Shia Muslims in Anatolia. 

Spanish explorer Vasco Nunez de Balboa becomes the first European to cross the Isthmus of 
Panama and reach the Pacific Ocean from the east. 

Spanish explorer Ponce de Léon becomes the first European to explore the Florida peninsula. 

Philosopher and politician Niccolo Machiavelli from the Republic of Florence writes his 
political philosophical treatsy The Prince.  

1514
23 August. The Ottoman Empire defeats the Persian Empire in the Battle of Chaldiran and 
annexes eastern Anatolia and northern Mesopotamia from Persia. 

8 September. The Kingdom of Poland and the Grand Duchy of Lithuania defeat the Grand 
Duchy of Moscow in the Battle of Orsha, halting further Muscovite expansion in eastern 



Europe.   

1516
23 January. Carlos I (Charles I) of the Habsburg Dynasty becomes king of Spain. 

Catherine of Aragon, wife of English king Henry VIII, gives birth to their daughter Mary – the 
future Queen Mary I. 

Leonardo da Vinci moves from Italy to France, where he enters into the service of the French 
king Francois I. The two soon become close friends.

1517
31 October. Priest and theologian Martin Luther nails his 95 theses on reformation of the 
Catholic church to the door of the All Saints’ Church in the town of Wittenberg in Saxony in 
the Holy Roman Empire. In his theses, he among other things critisises the church doctrine of 
Purgatory, the authority of the pope, and especially the selling of indulgence letters. The theses 
start off the Protestant Reformation, which will quickly come to divide the Western church into 
a Catholic and various Protestant denominations – Luther’s own ideas will form the basis for 
the Lutheran branch of Prostestant Christianity.      

The Ottoman Empire under Selim I expands into the Middle East, conquering all of the territory 
of the Mamluk Sultanate – Egypt, Syria, Palestine and the western coast of the Arab peninsula 
all become part of the empire and with the this, the Mamluk Sultanate ceases to exist.  

1518
The Dancing Plague breaks out in Strassburg (present-day Strasbourg) in the Holy Roman 
Empire. During the month long epidemic, hundreds of people in the city involuntarily start to 
dance for days without rest – some even dancing until they fall down dead from exhaustion. The 
cause of the Dancing Plague remains uncertain even to the present day.    

In the Swiss Confederacy, the priest Huldrych Zwingli begins pressing for reform within the 
Catholic church. He critisises the church hierarchy, promotes marriages for priests, and deplores 
the use of images in churches and the custom of fasting during Lent. 

1519
2 May. Leonardo da Vinci dies. After his death, his painting the Mona Lisa is bought by French 
king Francis I.  

28 June. Spanish Habsburg king Carlos I also inherits the trone of the Holy Roman Empire as 
Karl V, thus uniting the two great European powers in a powerful personal union. 

8 November. Spanish conquistadors under Hernán Cortés reaches Tenochtitlan, the capital of 
the Aztec Empire, where they are welcomed by the Aztec emperor Montezuma II – six days 



later on 14 November, Cortés takes Montezuma prisoner, making him his puppet while he 
himself takes over the rule of the city.  

1520
29 June. Aztec emperor Montezuma is killed while held in captivity by the Spanish. 

10 July. The Spanish conquistadors under Cortés are forced to flee the Aztec capital of 
Tenochtitlan as the native population violently rise up against their rule. 

8 November. Danish king Christian II, ruler of the Kalmar Union, has around 90 leading 
Swedish noblemen and clergy publically sentenced for treason and executed in central 
Stockholm. The mass execution of Swedish nobility lights the spark of the Swedish War of 
Liberation against Danish rule.   

A Spanish expedition led by Ferdinand Magellan becomes the first to round South America, 
sailing through the narrow passage between the South American mainland and the island of 
Tierra del Fuego, through the strait that will come to be know as the Strait of Magellan. 

1521
18 January. The four months long Diet of Worms begins in the city of Worms in the Holy 
Roman Empire, with Emperor Karl V and representives from across the empire meeting to 
discuss internal issues, including the rise of support for Martin Luther’s Protestantism, with 
Luther himself being invited to the diet. 

5 February. The Swedish War of Liberation begins as the Swedish rebel army meets and defeats 
the Danish army in the Battle of Falun. The Swedish rebels are led by nobleman Gustav Vasa, 
whose father was executed in the Stockholm Bloodbath.   

26 May. The Edict of Worms during the ongoing Diet of Worms declares Martin Luther a 
heretic and makes possession of his writings illegal. Fearing for his life, Luther goes into hiding 
at Wartburg Castle under the protection of Elector Friedrich III of Saxony. There, he begins to 
make the first ever translation of the New Testament into German. 

13 August. The Spanish conquistadors under Cortés return to the Aztec capital of Tenochtitlan 
and lay siege to the city. In the brutal Spanish attack a large part of the city’s civilian population 
is slaughtered and almost the entire city is razed and burned. The Aztec Empire comes to an end 
and the surviving Aztecs are banned from staying in Tenochtitlan.    

The city of Belgrade is conquered by the Ottoman Empire under the new sultan Suleiman the 
Magnificent.

Spanish explorer Ferdinand Magellan is killed by natives as his expedition reaches the 
Philippines – the expedition continues on without its commander. 



The tomato is introduced to Europe from the Spanish colony in Mexico. 

1522
The island of Rhodes is conquered by the Ottoman Empire under Suleiman the Magnificent.  

The Spanish sailing expedition originally led by Magellan returns to Spain after five years, as 
the first to sail all around the Earth. Only five of the original 55 crew members have made it 
home alive.   

1523
6 June. The Kalmar Union uniting the Scandinavian states is dissolved as Gustav Vasa is 
crowned king of an independent Sweden (which also includes Finland) – while the union’s 
former king Christian II keeps Norway, Schleswig, Holstein, Scania, Halland, Bleking 
Bohuslan, Jamtland, Harjedalen, Gotland, Iceland, Greenland and the Faroe Islands as parts of 
the Kingdom of Denmark.  

1524
The German Peasants’ War breaks out in the Holy Roman Empire, as farmers start revolting 
against the ruling aristocracy due to ill-treatment, injustice and severe lack of freedom and 
influence. The revolt is brutally and bloodily put down and about 100,000 farmers are killed. 

The Spanish conquistadors found Mexico City upon the ruins of the destroyed Aztec capital of 
Tenochtitlan.   

Explorer Giovanni de Verrazzano from the Republic of Florence becomes the first European 
since the Norse Vikings to explore the coast of the North American mainland. His expedition 
sails from South Carolina to Newfoundland.  

1525 
24 February. The armies of the Holy Roman Empire and the Kingdom of Spain, led by their 
common ruler Karl or Carlos of the House of Habsburg, wins a crushing victory against the 
Kingdom of France in the Battle of Pavia near Milan, and the French king Francois I (Francis I) 
is taken captive. 

The State of the Teutonic Order is dissolved as its grand master Albert of the House of 
Hohenzollern converts to Lutheran Protestantism and founds the Protestant Duchy of Prussia 
from the order’s Prussian territories, as a self-governing duchy nominally under the Kingdom 
of Poland. The Teutonic Order continues to rule over Latvia and Estonia as the Livonan 
Confederation.

1526
15 January. The captive French king Francois I is forced by Holy Roman Emperor Karl to sign 



the devastating Treaty of Madrid, whereby France agrees to cede Burgundy, as well as give up 
on all territorial ambitions in Italy and Flanders.  

6 March. French king Francois I is released from his captivity in the Holy Roman Empire. 

29 August. The Kingdom of Hungary is crushingly defeated by the invading Ottoman Empire 
in the Battle of Mohács. It is the end of the united Hungarian kingdom, which now becomes 
divided and contested between the Ottomans and the Habsburgs.  

1527
6 May. Rome is sacked by troops mutinying from Habsburg emperor Karl V. Almost the entire 
papal Swiss guard is massacred by the mutineers on the steps of the St. Peter’s Basilica, but 
the guards manage to hold out long enough for pope Clement VII to escape. About a thousand 
soldiers and clergy defending the city are killed, after which the mutineers go on to murder and 
rape Roman civilians and to loot, pillage and destroy churches, monasteries and palaces across 
the city. The whole city of Rome is left in utter ruin.  

Lutheran Protestantism becomes the state religion of the Kingdom of Sweden under King 
Gustav Vasa. 

1529
27 September. The vast army of the Ottoman Empire under Suleiman the Magnificent with 
more than 100,000 soldiers reaches Vienna, the capital of the Holy Roman Empire, and lay 
siege on the city. 

15 October. Utterly unable to breach the city walls of Vienna, in cold, rainy and snowy weather, 
and short short on supplies for his vast and increasingly unsatisfied army, Ottoman emperor 
Suleiman the Magnificent is forced to end his siege on the city and retreat back towards 
Hungary. 

1530
The Catholic Christian Order of the Knights of Saint John becomes the sovereign ruler of the 
islands of Malta in the Mediterranean Sea. 

1532
King Henry VIII of England asks pope Clement VII for permission to divorce his wife 
Catherine of Aragon as she has not born him any sons to inherit his throne. When the pope 
declines, Henry resolves to leave the Catholic church and instead founds a new Protestant 
church – the Anglican Church, which becomes the new state church of England with himself as 
its highest leader. 

French writer Francois Rabelais publishes his grotesque satirical novel Pantagruel.



1533
23 May. After having made Anglicanism the new state church of England, Henry XIII divorces 
Catherine of Aragon.

28 May. Henry VIII marries Anne Boleyn. 

7 September. Princess Elizabeth Tudor – future Queen Elizabeth I – is born to Henry VIII and 
Anne Boleyn.  

1534
The Ottoman Empire conquers the city of Baghdad from the Persian Empire. 

French explorer Jacques Cartier establishes the colony of Canada in present-day Quebec.

French writer Francois Rabelais publishes his satirical novel Gargantua.

1536
7 January. Catherine of Aragon, the divorced first wife of English king Henry VIII, falls ill and 
dies.

2 February. Spanish explorer Pedro de Mendoza founds the city of Buenos Aires, future capital 
of Argentina. 

17 May. Anne Boleyn, second wife of Henry VIII, is executed by beheading after having been 
wrongfully accused of treason, adultery and incest. 

30 May. Henry VIII marries his third wife Jane Seymour.

Swiss priest and theologian Jean Calvin publishes his work Institutes of the Christian Religion 
in which he puts forward his ideas for church reformation. His strict religion ideas and teachings 
form the basis for the new Calvinist denomination with the Christian church.    

Lutheran Protestantism becomes the state religion of the Kingdom of Denmark. 

Hyde Park is created in the English capital of London. 

1537
24 October. Jane Seymour, queen of England and third wife of Henry VIII, dies less than two 
weeks after giving birth to their first child, the future king Edward VI.    

1538
28 September. The Ottoman Empire defeats an alliance of the Republic of Venice, the Republic 
of Genoa, the Kingdom of Spain and the Papal States in the large naval Battle of Preveza. 



Spanish explorer Gonzalo Jiménez de Quesada founds Bogotà, the future capital of Colombia. 

1540
6 January. English king Henry VIII marries his fourth wife Anne of Cleves.

9 July. Henry VIII divorces Anne of Cleves. 

28 July. Henry VIII marries Catherine Howard. 

Spanish explorer Hernando de Soto travels through much of south eastern North America, 
visiting the modern states of Georgia, Alabama, Tennessee, Arkansas and North Carolina.

1541
The Ottoman Empire conquers the Hungarian twin cities of Buda and Pest on the river Danube 
from the Habsburgs.  

Spanish explorer Pedro de Valdivia founds the city of Santiago, the future capital of Chile. 

1542
13 February. Catherine Howard, queen of England and fifth wife of Henry VIII, is beheaded 
after having been falsely convicted of treason and adultery.  

14 December. At only six days old, Mary, Queen of Scots, becomes regent of the Kingdom of 
Scotland. 

1543
12 July. Henry VIII marries his sixth wife Catherine Parr. 

German-Polish astronomer and mathematician Nikolaus Kopernikus of Royal Prussia in the 
Kingdom of Poland publishes his book On the Revolution of the Celestial Spheres where 
he presents his theory that the Earth and other planets revolve around the sun – triggering a 
scientific revolution within astronomy.  

1544
Chocolate is introduced to Spain from the Central American colonies. 

1545
13 December. The twenty years long ecumenical Conucil of Trent begins, sparking the Counter-
Reformation within the Catholic church in order to combat the rapid spread of Protestantism 
throughout Europe. 



!546
The Louvre Palace is completed in Paris – extended and rebuilt from the old Louvre Castle.  
     
1547
16 January. Ivan IV (Ivan the Terrible) is crowned as the first tsar of the new Tsardom of Russia. 

28 January. King Henry VIII of England dies. His son Edward VI becomes the new king of 
England at only nine years old. 

1550
The Valladolid Debate is held in the Kingdom of Spain, discussing the human rights of the 
indigenous peoples of the Americas. 

1553
6 July. King Edward VI of England suddenly falls ill and dies only 15 years old. Before his 
death, he names Jane Grey – his first cousin once revomed – as the new English monarch. 

10 July. Jane Grey becomes the new ruling monarch of England. The appontment is however 
disputed by Mary and Elizabeth, the half-sisters of the deceased King Edward VI. 

19 July. After only nine days as English ruler, Jane is deposed by Mary, who is crowned as 
Mary I, while Jane is wrongfully accused and convicted for high treason. Mary I immediately 
returns Catolicism as the state religion of England and begins to imprison leading Protestant 
churchmen. During her short reign, Mary I is to have almost 300 leading Protestant churchmen 
executed, burnt at the stake for heresy – gaining her the sobriuet ”Bloody Mary”.  

1554
25 January. The city of Sao Paulo is founded in the Portuguese colony of Brazil. 

12 February. Jane Grey is executed for high treason on the orders of the new English monarch 
Queen Mary I. 

The Tuileries Palace is built next to the Louvre Palace in Paris as the new royal residence. 

1555
25 September. The Peace of Augsburg is signed as a settlement between Catholics and 
Protestants within the Holy Roman Empire. The settlement states that the religion of the ruler 
is also automatically the official religion of his realm. However, if a ruler of a realm changes 
his religion, his subjects are not required to follow. Also, knights as well as some cities where 
Catholics and Protestants had lived together for an extended time were excepted from the rules 
of uniformity.  



1556
27 August. Karl or Carlos, Holy Roman Empire and king of Spain, chooses to abdicate from 
both of his thrones. The rule over the Holy Roman Empire is given to his younger brother 
Ferdinand I, while the rule over the Kingdom of Spain (including the Netherlands, Milan, 
Naples, Sicily, Sardinia, Franche-Comté and the American and Asian colonies) is given to 
Karl’s son Felipe II (Philip II). 

The Philippines – named after Spanish king Felipe II (Philip II) – becomes a Spanish colony.

1558
7 January. The Kingdom of England loses the city of Calais to the Kingdom of France. It was 
the last remaining English territory on the European mainland. 

17 November. Queen Mary I of England dies after having fallen ill. She is succeeded on the 
throne by her half-sister Queen Elizabeth I, who immediately once again reinstates the Anglican 
Church as the state church of England. 

1559
The Estonian island of Saaremaa is ceded from the German-ruled Latvian Confederation to the 
Kingdom of Denmark. 

Dutch painter Pieter Bruegel the Elder from the province of Brabant paints his Netherlandish 
Proverbs. 

1560
Pieter Bruegel the Elder paints Children’s Games. 

1561
14 April. A strange phenomenon occurs at dawn in the skies above Nuremberg in the Holy 
Roman Empire. Eyewitnesses describe it as cylinders releasing hundreds of spheres, fighting 
each other in a large battke in the sky. The cause and nature of the phenomenon remains 
unknown to the present day.

28 November. The Livonian Confederacy is dissolved by the Treaty of Vilnius – marking the 
ultimate end to German rule in Latvia and Estonia. The Duchy of Livonia is ceded to the Grand 
Duchy of Lithuania, while the Duchy of Estonia is ceded to the Kingdom of Sweden.  

St. Basil’s Cathedral is completed in Moscow in the Tsardom of Russia under Ivan IV. 

1562
1 March. The Massacre of Vassy takes place in France, as Duke Francis of Guise barricades 
the town of Vassy and sets fire to a barn which is used as a provisory church by Protestant 
Huguenots – followers of the teachings of Jean Calvin – during their mass. More than 



60 unarmed Huguenot civilians are killed. The massacre sparks further violence between 
Huguenots and the Catholics in France. 

1563
A massive outbreak of plague kills 80,000 people in the Kingdom of England. 

1565
1 March. The city of Rio de Janeiro is founded in Portuguese Brazil. 

18 May. In the Great Siege of Malta, a vastly superior Ottoman fleet lays siege on the small 
Mediterranean islands which are governed by the knights of the Order of St. John. 

11 September. Aided by the Kingdom of Spain, the knights of Malta against all odds manage to 
hold off the siege and prevent the Ottomans from taking the islands – after almost four months, 
the Ottomans give up and retreat. 

1566
August. The seven northern provinces of the Netherlands, whose population is overwhelmingly 
Protestant, start a revolt against the Spanish Habsburg rule and pressing for self-government. 
A violent Spanish response sparks the Eighty Years’ War, also known as the Dutch War of 
Independence.    

1567
24 July. Mary Stuart – ”Mary, Queen of Scots” – is forced by the Scottish nobility to abdicate 
the Scottish throne in favour of her son James VI after she has become supected of being 
involved in the murder of her husband Herny Stuart. 

1568
16 May. Mary Stuart flees to England, hoping to gain protection from Queen Elizabeth I, who is 
her first cousin once removed. 

18 May. Queen Elizabeth I of England has the refuge seeking Mary Stuart imprisoned, as she 
sees the Catholic Mary, who still lays claim to the Scottish throne, as a threat to her own reign 
in England. 

1569
1 July. The Polish-Lithuanian Commonwealth is founded through the union between the 
Kingdom of Poland and the Grand Duch of Lithuania. The new kingdom covers a vast area of 
eastern Europe and becomes a major regional power.  

1570
January. Tsar Ivan IV of the Tsardom of Russia orders a massacre on the people of the city 
of Novgorod. The city is sacked and pillaged with extreme sadistic brutality and its people is 



indiscriminately slaughtered. Possibly more than 10,000 civilians are killed in the massacre. 

The potato is introduced to Europe from the Spanish colonies in South America. 

1571
May. Moscow is sacked, burnt and utterly destroyed by invading Crimean Tatars. 

24 June. Spain founds the the city of Manila in its colony of the Philippines. 

7 October. The Christian Holy Leauge – a wide alliance established by pope Pius V between 
the Kingdom of Spain, the Republic of Venice, the Republic of Genoa, the Papal States and the 
Order of St. John – decisively defeats the fleet of the Ottoman Empire in the naval Battle of 
Lepanto outside the coast of Greece, preventing the Ottomans from expanding into the western 
Mediterranean.  

1572
23 August. Under pressure from his staunchly anti-Protestan mother Catherine de Medici, 
French king Charles IX orders the St. Bartholomew’s Day Massacre on Huguenots in Paris. 
For two weeks thereafter, the killings of Huguenot spread across France – in total about 30,000 
Huguenots are killed, including many of the movement’s leaders. 

September. Spanish conquistadors captures and executes Tupak Amaru – the last Inca ruler. 

1573
The Golden Liberty is instituted in the Polish-Lithuanian Commonwealth. The system requires 
the king, who is elected directly by the noblemen of the country, to gather the parliament – the 
sejm – at least every two years. A bill of rights is created and religious freedom is guaranteed. 
Every nobleman will also have veto right against decisions in the sejm, as well as a very 
high degree of autonomy over his own lands. And the noblemen are given the legal right to 
dispossess a king who breaks with their guaranteed freedoms.  

1574
3 October. Despite a year-long Spanish Siege of Leiden, the Spanish army fails to capture the 
rebellious Dutch city, and as the Dutch city is relieved by soldiers from England and French 
Huguenot volunteers, the Spanish are forced to retreat. The weathering of the siege is a major 
victory for the Dutch in their struggle for independence.     

1576
4 November. Mutinying Spanish soldiers savagely sacks the Dutch city of Antwerp, looting 
and slaughtering civilians. About 7,000 civilians are killed by the mutineers and the city is left 
utterly devastated. 

Astronomer Tycho Brahe from the Danish province of Scania is given the island of Hven 



by the Danish king Frederick II, on which he builds his two observatories of Uraniborg and 
Stjerneborg. Through his precise measurements and observations, he refutes the belief in an 
unchanging celestial realm.    

1577
13 December. English navigator Francis Drake sets out from Plymouth on an expedition to 
circumnavigate the Earth. 

1578
4 August. King Sebastiao I (Sebastian I) of Portugal is killed in the Battle of Alácer Quibir, 
where he attempted to aid the deposed sultan of Morocco against his Ottoman supported 
usurper. He is replaced on the throne by the elderly cardinal Henry. 

English navigator Francis Drake rounds South America and sails up along the continent’s 
Pacific coast during his expedition around the world. 

1579
The expedition of Francis Drake lands on the coast of California, which he names as Nova 
Albion and claims for England. He also befriends the native Coast Miwok tribe. 

1580
31 January. Portuguese king Henrique I (Henry I) dies without an heir after less than two years 
on the throne, and the rule of Portugal with all its colonies and territories passes to Spanish 
Habsburg ruler Felipe II – thus creating the powerful Iberian Union.   

After crossing the Atlantic, Francis Drake arrives with his expedition in the archipelago of 
South East Asia. From here, he crosses the Indian Ocean, rounds Africa at the Cape of Good 
Hope, and sails along the west coast of Africa before arriving back in England on the 26th of 
September.    

1581
26 July. Following a long and violent struggle, the seven northern, Protestant provinces of 
the Netherlands (including Holland, Gelderland, Utrecht and Groningen) at last gain full 
independence from Spain and together they form the Dutch Republic under stadtholder Willem 
(William) the Silent from the House of Orange.  However, the ten southern Dutch provinces 
(including Flanders, Brabant, Limburg and Luxembourg), which are mostly Catholic, are forced 
to remain under Spanish rule.    

Eight years of continuous witch trials start in the German diocese of Trier. More than a thousand 
people, most of them women, are executed.

1582
15 October. Pope Gregory XIII introduces the Gregorian Calendar.



1584
Dominican friar, mathematician, theologian and philosopher Giordano Bruno from the 
Kingdom of Naples presents his theory that the stars are distant suns surrounded by their own 
planets, and that these planets may even host life of their own.    

1585 
17 August. As the city Antwerp in the province of Brabant – the most powerful Dutch city – 
rebels against continued Spanish rule and seeks to join the newly created Dutch Republic, it is 
occupied by the Spanish forces, and following a more than a year long siege which exhausts the 
city, the Spanish attack. The city is forced to surrender to the Spanish army, and all Protestants 
are banned from the city. It marks the end of Antwerp as the leading Dutch city, as merchants 
choose to relocate to Amsterdam in the free Dutch Republic.  

At the behest of Queen Elizabeth I, English soldier and explorer Walter Raleigh establishes the 
first English colony in North America on Roanoke Island in present-day North Carolina. 

1587
8 February. After a nearly 20 years long imprisonment in England, Mary Stuart, the former 
Mary, Queen of Scots, is executed on the orders of Queen Elizabeth I. 

29 April. In retalliation for the English execution of Catholic Mary, Queen of Scots, Spain under 
King Felipe II prepares for an invasion of England in order to reinstall a Catholic monarch in 
England. However, on the orders of Queen Elizabeth I an English fleet under the renowned 
navigator Francis Drake sails to Cadiz, where the Spanish fleet is prepared. The Spanish are 
taken by surprise and more than a hundred ships of the Spanish armada are destroyed. 

1588
8 August. The English navy defeats the Spanish armada in the Battle of Gravelines by the coast 
of the Spanish Netherlands, once more preventing a Spanish invasion of England. 

1589
The English Armada under Francis Drake sails towards Spain in an attempt to destroy the 
Spanish Atlantic Navy, capture the Spanish treasure fleet, and put an end to Spanish rule in 
Portugal. However, the mission ends in costly failure as the English armada is defeated and 
driven off by the Spanish.   

1590
The English colony on Roanoke Island in North America is found to have become completely 
abandoned by its settlers. 

1595
English playwright and poet William Shakespeare composes his romantic comedy play A 



Midsummer Night’s Dream and his romantic tragedy play Romeo and Juliet.

1598
30 April. The Edict of Nantes ends the long period of conflicts between Catholics and Protestant 
Huguenots in France. The edict gives amnesty to the Huguenots in the kingdom and reinstates 
their civil rights. 

The Dodo (Raphus cucullatus) is discovered by Dutch sailors on the island of Mauritius in the 
Indian Ocean. The bird’s peculiar appearance – its large size, stocky body, massive bill and 
shrunken wings – are a result of specialisation for life on the small, isolated island, and it is 
actually a member of the pigeon order. 

1599
17 February. Mathematician, theologian and philosopher Giordano Bruno is burnt at the stake in 
Rome by the Roman Inquisition after having been convicted of heresy for his Pantheistic beliefs 
and his denial of the divinity of Jesus.

18 October. The Principality of Wallachia under Mihai (Michael) the Brave defeats the forces of 
the Principality of Transylvania, whereafter Mihai is elected as the new Transylvanian prince.   

William Shakespeare’s Globe Theatre opens in London.

William Shakespeare composes his romantic comedy plays As You Like It and Much Ado About 
Nothing.

1600
6 May. Mihai the Brave, prince of Wallachia and Transylvania enters Iasi, the capital of 
Moldavia. As the incubent Moldavian prince flees, Mihai is appointed his successor, thus 
uniting the three Romanian principalities of Wallachia, Transylvania and Moldavia under his 
rule. 

31 December. Queen Elizabeth I of England grants a royal charter to the foundation of the East 
India Company. 

1601
3 January. The Kingdom of England defeats an alliance of Irish clans and the Kingdom of Spain 
in the Battle of Kinsale following a three months long siege on the town. The loss is devastating 
for the old Irish culture and way of life, as the Irish aristocracy is driven out of the island and 
the old Gaelic clan system is utterly destroyed. 

9 August. Mihai the Brave, prince of Wallachia, Transylvania and Moldavia, is assassinated on 
the orders of Holy Roman Emperor Rudolf II and the three Romanian principalities are once 
more divided. 



A great famine breaks out across the Tsardom of Russia. The famine lasts for three years and 
claims the lives of about a third of the entire Russian population.  

William Shakespeare composes his tragic play Hamlet. 

1602
The Dutch East India Company is established by the government of the Dutch Republic. 

The Native American girl Pocahontas from the Powathan tribe saves the captured captain John 
Smith from execution in the English Virginia colony.

1603
24 March. Queen Elizabeth I of England dies. As she has no children, the English crown passes 
to James I – son of Mary, Queen of Scots and already king of Scotland as James VI. Thus, the 
kingdoms of England and Scotland become united under one crown. 

Four years of witch trials begin in the German city of Fulda, during which about 250 people, 
mostly women, are executed.

William Shakespeare composes his tragic play Othello.

1605
5 November. A group of English Catholics led by Robert Catesby and Guy Fawkes plan to blow 
up the English parliament in the Gundpower Plot. However, their plan is discovered before they 
can carry it out. Catesby is killed while being captured, while Fawkes and seven other plotters 
are tortured, convicted for treason and executed.   

Spanish writer Miguel de Cervantes publishes his novel Don Quixote.

1606
A Dutch East India Company ship under Willem Janszoon become the first Europeans to sight 
and make landfall in Australia. 

William Shakespeare composes his tragic play Macbeth. 

1607
The colony of Virginia and its settlement of Jamestown are founded, becoming the first 
permanent English colony in North America. 

1608
14 May. The Protestant Union is formed between several Protestant German states within the 
Holy Roman Empire – including among others the Electoral Palatinate, the Margraviate of 



Brandenburg, the Margraviate of Baden, the Duchy of Wurttemberg, the Duchy of Anhalt and 
the Landgraviate of Hesse-Kassel. 

1609
German astronomer Johannes Kepler publishes his work Astronomia Nova. In it, he provides 
strong arguments for a heliocentric worldview, where the Eart circles the sun, and discusses the 
eliptical paths of planets. 

1610
10 Februrary. As a response to the foundation of the Protestant Union, several Catholic states 
within the Holy Roman Empire on their part form the Catholic League – including among 
others the Duchy of Bavaria, the Electorate of Cologne, the Electorate of Mainz, the Prince-
Bishopric of Worms and the Prince-Bishopric of Augsburg.  

14 May. King Henry IV of France is assassinated by Catholic fundamentalist Francois 
Ravaillac. The king is succeeded by his son Louis XIII. 

4 July. The Polish-Lithuanian Commonwealth with its winged hussars decisively defeats a 
numerically superior alliance of the Tsardom of Russia and the Kingdom of Sweden at the 
Battle of Klushino. 

8 October. The winged hussars of the Polish-Lithuanian Commonwealth conquers the Russian 
capital Moscow. 

The English colony of Newfoundland is established. 

1613
21 February. Michail Romanov is elected new tsar by the Russian National Assembly, starting 
the Romanov Dynasty of Russia.  

1614
The Dutch Republic establishes its colony of New Netherland over parts of present-day New 
York, New Jersey and Connecticut. 

1616
23 April. English playwright William Shakespeare dies. 

12 June. Pocahontas arrives in England with her husband John Rolfe.    

1617
5 January. Pocahontas meets the English king James I. 

17 February. The Kingdom of Sweden annexes the Duchy of Ingria in the innermost part of 



the Gulf of Finland from the Tsardom of Russia through the Treaty of Stolbovo. With the new 
territory, Sweden receives a land connection between its Finnish and Baltic territories – while 
Russia loses all of its coast towards the Baltic Sea. 

1618
Ferdinand of Styria, the new king of Bohemia within the Holy Roman Empire, opposes the 
strong tradition of Protestantism and extensive self-rule in the kingdom which, according to the 
1555 settlement of the Peace of Augsburg, is nominally a Catholic realm. Ferdinand therefore 
stops the construction of new Protestant churches on royal land in Bohemia. As the Bohemian 
estates protests, he has their assembly dissolved.    

23 May. Two lords on a visit to Prague Castle, tasked by Bohemian king Ferdinand with 
administering the Bohemian government in his absence, are thrown out of a third floor window 
of the castle by Protestant lords who had been members of the dissolved assembly. The king’s 
lords survives unharmed, but the scandal, which will be known as the Defenestration of Prague, 
becomes the spark that ignites the Thirty Years’ War. The conflicts between Catholics and 
Protestants quickly escalates and spreads throughout the Kingdom of Bohemia. The rebels in 
Bohemia then elects Friedrich V (Frederick V) – the Calvinist elector palatine of the Electoral 
Palatinate (in western Germany) – as the new Bohemian king. 

The two separate realms of the Hohenzollern Dynasty – the Margraviate of Brandenburg in the 
Holy Roman Empire and the Duchy of Prussia within the Polish-Lithuanian Commonwealth – 
form the union of Brandenburg-Prussia.  

1619
Bohemian king Ferdinand of Styria becomes new Holy Roman Emperor as Ferdinand II. 
Meanwhile, the war in Bohemia spreads into neighbouring Austria, where Protestant nobility 
in both Upper and Lower Austria revolts. And under the lead of the Bohemian count Thurn, an 
army of Bohemian and Austrian Protestant rebels lay siege on the capital Vienna.

10 June. The army of the Holy Roman Empire defeats an army of Bohemian rebels and cuts off 
count Thurn’s communications and supply lines from Prague – the count is thus forced to give 
up his siege on Vienna.  

1620
September. The army of the Kingdom of Spain enters the Electoral Palatinate through the 
Spanish Netherlands and quickly conquers most of the realm from the army of elector palatine 
Friedrich V. 

8 November. The Holy Roman Empire, assisted by the German Catholic League and the 
Kingdom of Spain, crushingly defeats and destroys the army of the Bohemian Protestant rebels 
in the Battle of White mountain near Prague, thus immediately ending the war in Bohemia. 



Following the Battle of White Mountain, Ferdinand is reinstalled as king of Bohemia. A strict 
Catholic rule is immediately enforced by the emperor and soon all praticing of Protestantism is 
banned. Almost 30 Protestant Bohemian noblemen who took part in the uprising are executed in 
the main square of Prague.  

The northern remnant of the Kingdom of Navarre is fully annexed by the Kingdom of France – 
Navarre thus ceases to exist as an independent state. 

The ship Mayflower arrives in Plymouth, Massachussetts, carrying English colonists. Most of 
these new colonists are Pilgrims – religious zealots fleeing persecution in England.

English philosopher and scientist Francis Bacon puts forward his empiricist method for 
scientific study in his book Novum Organum.  

1621
29 September. The first American Thanksgiving dinner in held in Plymouth in the British colony 
of Massachussetts, shared between colonist Pilgrims and the local Native American tribes. 

9 October. With the Battle of Khotyn, the army of the Polish-Lithuanian Commonwealth 
prevents the forces of the Ottoman Empire from advancing into its territory.     

1622
As the Spanish army closes in during its campaign into the Electoral Palatinate in the Thirty 
Years’ War, elector palatine Friedrich V takes up refuge in the Dutch Republic. Shortly 
afterwards, the Palatinate’s capital Heidelberg is conquered by the Spanish. 

An alliance between the Persian Empire and the English East India Company manages to 
successfully conquer the strategically important island of Hormuz at the mouth of the Persian 
Gulf from Portugal. 

Natives from the Algonquian tribe massacre more than 300 English colonists in Jamestown, 
Virginia – a third of the town’s entire population – and burns the nearby Henricus settlement to 
the ground. 

1623 
Elector Palatine Friedrich V, exiled in the Dutch Republic, is forced to sign an armistice with 
Holy Roman Emperor Ferdinand II, thus ending the war in the Electoral Palatinate. Friedrich 
V is bannished from returning to the empire, all of his realms are confiscated, and Catholicism 
is declared the sole religion of the Electoral Palatinate. The Upper Palatinate is transferred to 
the Duchy of Bavaria. At the same time, Bavaria has its status within the Holy Roman Empire 
elevated, becoming the Electorate of Bavaria.   



1625
27 March. King James I of England, who is also James VI of Scotland, dies. He is succeeded by 
his son, who rules both countries as Charles I.

New Amsterdam (present-day New York City) is founded on the island of Manhattan in the 
Dutch colony of New Netherland.  

1626
27 August. Threatened by the armies of the Holy Roman Empire marching victoriously through 
northern Germany, the Protestant Kingdom of Denmark under King Christian IV enters the 
Thirty Years’ War and meets the Holy Roman army in the Battle of Lutter. After a decisive Holy 
Roman victory, the Danish army is forced to temporarily withdraw back to Denmark.

Six years of witch trials begin in the Prince-Bishoprics of Wurzburg and Bramberg in the 
Holy Roman Empire during the Thirty Years’ War. Almost a thousand people are executed in 
Wurzburg, and another 600 hundred in Bramberg. 

St. Peter’s Basilica in Rome is completed. 

1627
The aurochs (Bos primigenius) goes extinct. It was a massive and muscular but agile bovine 
with long, massive horns. Bulls were black in colour and females and calves reddish brown. 
Native to Europe, the aurochs is the wild ancestor of all domestic cattle. Its disappearance is 
caused by excessive human hunting. 

1628
22 August. The Kingdom of Denmark again confronts the Holy Roman Empire, in Battle of 
Wolgast by the Baltic Sea coast in Pomerania. Once more, the Holy Roman Empire’s army is 
victorious. Following this battle, Denmark signs a peace treaty with the empire and withdraws 
from the Thirty Years’ War.  

The Kingdom of England establishes the Massachussetts Bay Colony over present-day 
Massachussetts, Maine, New Hampshire, Rhode Island and Connecticut.

The first coffeehouse in Europe opens in Venice. 

1630
The Dutch Republic conquers northern Brazil from the Portuguese and creates the colony of 
Dutch Brazil.

1631
17 September. The Protestant Kingdom of Sweden under King Gustav II Adolf (Gustavus 
Adolphus) – ”The Lion of the North” – enters the Thirty Years’ War at the First Battle of 



Breitenfeld, with the goal of stopping the Holy Roman Empire from forcibly converting 
German states to Catholicism. The Swedish army decisively defeats the Holy Roman army, a 
victory which turns the tide of the war from Catholic dominance to Protestant momentum, and 
which marks the beginning of Sweden’s rise as a major European power. 

1632
22 February. Astronomer Galileo Galilei from the Duchy of Florence publishes his book 
Dialogue Concerning the Two Chief World Systems in which he supports the new heliocentric 
system of Kopernikus over the the old Earth centric beliefs. Because of this, he is accused of 
heresy against Christian beliefs by the Roman Inquisition and imprisoned.  

6 November. The Swedish army again defeats the Holy Roman Army in the Battle of Lutzen 
– however, the Swedish king Gustav II Adolf is killed when getting lost in the mists of the 
battlefield. 

1634
5 September. The Holy Roman Empire in alliance with the Kingdom of Spain crushingly 
defeats the Swedish army in the First Battle of Nordlingen. 

1635
Despite being a Catholic country, the Kingdom of France chooses to enter the Thirty Years’ War 
on the Protestant side in support of Sweden against Spain and the Holy Roman Empire. 

The French Language Academy is instituted in Paris by cardinal Richelieu.  

Flemish painter Peter Paul Reubens paints The Three Graces. 

1636
4 October. Sweden defeats the army of the Holy Roman Empire in the Battle of Wittstock in the 
Thirty Years’ War. 

1637
15 February. Holy Roman emperor Ferdinand II dies. He is replaced on the throne by his son 
Ferdinand III. 

Teatro San Casino – the world’s first opera house – opens in Venice.  

1638
The Spanish army enters into France in the Thirty Years’ War, ravaging the French provinces of 
Champagne, Burgundy and Picardy, before at last being repelled towards Holy Roman territory 
by the French army.   

The Kingdom of Sweden establishes its North American colony of New Sweden over parts of 



present-day Pennsylvania, New Jersey and Delaware. 

A live dodo is displayed in London, England. 

1639
21 October. The fleet of the Dutch Republic decisively defeats the fleet of the Kingdom of Spain 
at the Battle of the Downs near the coast of England. The Dutch victory marks a shift in the 
naval power balance of Europe, breaking Spanish dominance.  

1640
In the Thirty Years’ War, the French army captures the fortress of Arras at the border of the 
Spanish Netherlands and occupies all of Flanders.  

1 December. The Portuguese nobility declares Joao IV (John IV) of the House of Braganza as 
king of Portugal, revolting against the Iberian Union and the rule of Habsburg Spain. The revolt 
– which is supported by France as a means to distract the Spanish from the Thirty Years’ War – 
quickly escalates into the Portuguese Restoration War. 

Torture is outlawed in the Kingdom of England. 

1641
A violent rebellion breaks out in Ireland against the island’s English administration, forcing the 
English to retreat.  

French philosopher René Descartes publishes his work Meditation on First Philosophy about 
God, the human mind and body, and the essence of material things. 

1642
Disputes in the Kingdom of England about the power of the king versus the power of the 
parliament, as well as diagreements on taxes and military expenditure, escalates to full-scale 
civil war with the king and his supporters on one side and the parliament and its supporters on 
the other. 

23 October. The first major battle of the English Civil War – the Battle of Edgehill – ends in a 
stalemate between the Royalists and the Parliamentarians.   

23 October. The Kingdom of Sweden defeats the Holy Roman Empire in the Second Battle of 
Breitenfeld in the Thirty Years’ War.  

The Catholic upper classes on Ireland form the Catholic Confederation, which becomes the de 
facto government over much of Ireland.

Explorer Abel Tasman from the Dutch Republic becomes the first European to sight New 



Zealand.  

Painter Rembrandt van Rijn from the Dutch Republic paints The Night Watch. 

The Globe Theatre in London is closed.

1643
14 May. King Louis XIII of France dies. He is succeeded by his merely five years old son Louis 
XIV – who will later be known as the Sun King.  

19 May. The Kingdom of France gains a decisive victory against the Kingdom of Spain in the 
Battle of Rocroi on the border between France and the Spanish Netherlands in the Thirty Years’ 
War.  

20 September. The Parliamentarians gain a decisive victory against the royalist in the First 
Battle of Newbury in the English Civil War.   

The Schonbrunn Palace of the Habsburg Dynasty is completed in Vienna.   

1644
2 July. The Parliamentarians gain a new decisive victory in the English Civil War in the Battle 
of Marston Moor in North Yorkshire. The crushing loss forces the Royalists to abandon northern 
England to the rule of the Parliamentarians.   

1645
5 March. Sweden gains a decisive victory against the Holy Roman Empire in the Battle of 
Jankau near Prague in the Thirty Years’ War, in one of the bloodiest battles of the entire war

18 June. The Parliamentarians crushingly defeats the Royalists in the Battle of Naseby during 
the English Civil War. 

10 July. A new Parliamentarian victory under Oliver Cromwell against the Royalists in the 
English Civil War, in the Battle of Langport, gives the Parliamentarians control over of 
western England, which has been the last stronghold of the Royalist. This effectively leaves the 
Parliamentarians in control of the entire country.   

3 August. France defeats the army of the Holy Roman Empire in the Second Battle of 
Nordlingen.  

13 August. In the Peace of Bromsebro, the Kingdom of Sweden is awarded the Norwegian 
provinces of Jamtland and Harjedalen and the Baltic Sea islands of Gotland and Saaremaa from 
the Kingdom of Denmark. 



13 September. The Battle of Philiphaugh is fought near Selkirk in southern Scotland between 
Scottish Royalists loyal to the Anglican king Charles I and Covenantors who wish to make 
Presbytarian Protestantism the state religion of Scotland. The battle ends in a decisive victory 
for the Covenantors. 

1646
King Charles I, on the verge of defeat in the English Civil War, seeks shelter with a Scottish 
army near Nottingham. The Scots, however, decide to hand him over to the English 
Parliamentarians, who imprison him. 

1647
The Great Plague of Seville breaks out in Spain. Over a six year period, the plague kills about 
150,000 people in the city and about 500,000 people in Spain as a whole. 

28 December. English and Scottish king Charles I, imprisoned by the English Parliamentarians, 
makes a secret deal with the leadership of the Covenantors in Scotland – promising church 
reform in Scotland if they help release him and restore him to the throne. The Scots agree to the 
proposition and thus invade England.  

1648
1 May. The Ottoman Empire lays siege on the Venetian ruled city of Chandia (present-day 
Heraklion) on the island of Crete. 

15 May. The Peace of Westphalia is signed between the Holy Roman Empire, France, Sweden, 
Spain, the Swiss Confederacy, the Dutch Republic and the Republic of Venice – ending the 
Thirty Years’ War, as well as the Eighty Years’ War between Spain and the Dutch Republic. 
With the peace treaty, Spain finally recognises the full independence of the Dutch Republic, 
while the Swiss Confederacy is recognised as fully independent from the Holy Roman 
Empire. France gains the Bishoprics of Metz, Toui and Verdun from the Holy Roman Empire, 
and Sweden gains West Pomerania, the Prince-Bishopric of Breme-Verden and the city of 
Wismar from the empire. The Protestant Margraviate of Brandenburg-Prussia, which lies only 
partly within the empire, is awarded Further Pomerania. The peace treaty also establishes the 
principles of national sovereignty and non-intervetion, laying the ground for the concept of 
the nation state. The various states within the Holy Roman Empire will from now on virtually 
function as de facto independent states, while the Holy Roman Emperor is reduced to not much 
more than a figurehead. 

The Thirty Years’ War has been extremely brutal. The various armies mercilessly and 
indiscriminately slaughtered and raped civilians, as well as looted, pillaged, destroyed and burnt 
entire villages to the ground. Homeless and desperate war refugees roamed the countryside. 
Famines and deadly diseases were widespread. Witch-trials and mass hysteria followed in the 
footsteps of all the desperation and suffering. In the end, more than a third of the entire civilian 
population of the Holy Roman Empire has been killed during this catastrophic war which has 



ravaged and desolated Central Europe for three decades.  

17 August. The Parliamentarians under Oliver Cromwell crushingly defeat the Royalists in the 
Battle of Preston. 

6 December. The Parliamentarians purge the English Long Parliament and replaces it with the 
Rump Parliament consisting solely of members loyal to the Parliamentarian cause.  

1649
30 January. After having been put on trial by the Parliamentarians and found guilty of high 
treason, king Charles I of England and Scotland is executed by beheading.

15 February. The Royalists declare Charles II as the new king of England and Scotland. 

19 May. The republic of the Commonwealth of England is declared by the English Rump 
Parliament – the English monarchy is fully abolished. 

11 September. After a week long siege, English Parliamentarian troops under Oliver 
Cromwell attack the Irish town of Drogheda, held by English Royalists and the Irish Catholic 
Confederation. The victorious Parliamentarians kill hundreds of civilians in the town, destroy 
civilian property and sacks and loot the town’s churches.

1650
3 September. The English Parliamentarians under Oliver Cromwell decisively defeat the 
Scottish Parliamentarian army in the Battle of Dunbar. The victory gives the Parliamentarians 
free way to the Scottish capital Edinburgh, which is swiftly occupied.    

1651
3 September. The Parliamentarians under Cromwell crushingly defeat the remaining Royalist 
troop under the new king Charles II in the Battle of Worchester. The battle ends the English 
Civil War, with the Parliamentarians standing as victors. King Charles II manages to escape to 
France, with a reward offered by the Parliamentarians for his capture. 

English philosopher Thomas Hobbes publishes his book Leviathan on the structure of society. 
He sees the human as inherently selfish, but capable of self-interested cooperation. He argues 
for a social contract and the rule of a strong absolute monarch. He argues that the brutal state 
of nature – ”a war of all against all” – can only be avoided through a strong and undivided 
authoritarian government.  

1652
Having completed the conquest of Ireland, the Commonwealth led by Oliver Cromwell bans 
the practice of Catholicism on the island. All Catholic priests who are captured are killed, and 
all Catholic-owned land is confiscated and handed out to English and Scottish settlers. In total, 



about 20 percent of the entire population of Ireland might have died during the Commonwealth 
conquest of Ireland, due to war, famine, disease and dispossession. 

The Dutch Cape Colony is established in South Africa and the city of Cape Town is founded.  

1653
20 April. Oliver Cromwell and his loyal soldiers dissolve the inefficient English Rump 
Parliament by force in a coup d’état. 

16 December. Oliver Cromwell declares himself the sole ruler and Lord Protector of the 
Commonwealth of England, Scotland and Ireland.  

1654
6 June. Queen Christina, ruler of Sweden and daughter of former king Gustav II Adolf, 
abdicates her throne and moves to Rome, where she converts to Catholicism, causing a great 
scandal in Protestant Sweden. She is replaced on the throne by her cousin Karl X Gustav 
(Charles X Gustav).    

July. Russian forces invades and occupies parts of the eastern Polish-Lithuanian 
Commonwealth. 

1655
July. Taking advantage of Poland-Lithuania’s war with Russia, a large Swedish army under 
the new king Karl X Gustav invades the Polish-Lithuanian Commonwealth from the north, 
beginning the Second Northern War. Western Poland swiftly falls under Swedish control, while 
the Swedes lay waste and spread terror across the Polish cities and countryside as they go forth, 
in what becomes known as the Swedish Deluge. 

8 September. The Swedish army under King Karl X Gustav conquers and occupies the Polish-
Lithuanian capital Warsaw, whereafter he lets his troops loot, pillage and destroy the city, and 
mercilessly and indiscriminately slaughter its civilians. 

15 September. While the Kingdom of Sweden is tied up in war in the Polish-Lithuanian 
Commonwealth, the Dutch Republic takes the opportunity to conquer and annex the Swedish 
North American colony of New Sweden and incorporates it into the colony of New Netherland.  

16 September. The Swedish army of Karl X Gustav defeats the army of Polish king Jan II 
Kazimierz Wasa (John II Casimir Vasa) in the Battle of Zarnow. 

1656
7 April. The army of the Polish-Lithuanian Commonwealth defeats the Swedish army in the 
battle of Warka. 



28 July. Sweden, now joined by the Margraviate of Brandenburg, defeats the Polish-Lithuanian 
army in the large Battle of Warsaw. 

20 November. In the Treaty of Labiau, the Duchy of Prussia, newly conquered from the Polish-
Lithuanian Commonwealth by the Kingdom of Sweden, is handed over by the Swedes to their 
allies the Margraviate of Brandenburg, thus for the first time giving the Brandenburg branch of 
the Hohenzollern dynasty direct and absolute rule over the dynasty’s Prussian branch.   

1657
1 June. With the Swedish army campaigning in the Polish-Lithuanian Commonwealth, King 
Frederik III (Frederick III) of the Kingdom of Denmark seizes the opportunity to declare war on 
Sweden, in hope of regaining the territories lost in the Peace of Bromsebro in 1645. The Danish 
war declaration forces the Swedish king Karl X Gustav to retreat from Poland-Lithuania.

24 October. Returning from the war in the Polish-Lithuanian Commonwealth, the Swedish army 
under Karl X Gustav marches into Denmark and occupies the entire Danish Jutland peninsula.   

1658
15 February. After a daring march throughout the winter from Jutland across the ice between 
the Danish island, the Swedish army under king Karl X Gustav reaches and occupies the Danish 
capital Copenhagen. Denmark is forced to unconditionally surrender. 

26 February. In the Treaty of Roskilde, Sweden annexes the entirety of East Denmark – the 
provinces of Scania, Halland and Blekinge and the island of Bornholm – as well as the 
Norwegian provinces of Bohuslan and Trondelag. With the treaty, Sweden reaches its largest 
geographical extent in history and cements its place as the dominant great power of northern 
Europe. For Denmark on the other hand, the treaty is a disaster, as it loses a third of its old core 
territory, all of its land on the Scandinavian Peninsula, and its vital exclusive control of the 
Oresund Strait connecting the North and Baltic seas.    

3 September. Oliver Cromwell dies from illness. He is replaced as ruler over England, Scotland 
and Ireland by his son, Richard Cromwell. 

1659
25 May. Richard Cromwell, Lord Protector of the Commonwealth of England, Scotland and 
Ireland, is disposed in a coup d’état, and replaced by the parliamentarian republican Council of 
State.  

1660
23 Februrary. King Karl X Gustav of Sweden dies from illness. 

27 May. In the Treaty of Copenhagen, the Kingdom of Sweden returns the Norwegian province 
of Trondelag and the East Danish island of Bornholm to the Kingdom of Denmark, concluding 



the Second Northern War. 

29 May. Charles II, returning from his exile in France, is crowned king of England, Scotland 
and Ireland after agreeing to a compromise with the English parliament, in which the parliament 
will retain a high degree of influence over English politics. 

November. The Royal Society of Science is founded in the Kingdom of England. 

1661
30 January. The body of Oliver Cromwell is exhumed and posthumously ”executed”. His body 
is mutilated and hanged on display in chains, before being thrown into a pit, while his head 
stays on display on a pole outside the English parliament until 1685. 

6 August. All of Brazil is re-annexed by Portugal from the Dutch Republic through the Treaty of 
the Hague.  

1662
The dodo (Raphus cucullatus) goes extinct. It disappears just over 60 years after first being 
sighted by Europeans, due to human hunting, descruction of its natural habitat and the 
introduction of domestic animals to the island of Mauritius.

1663
Robert Hooke discovers the cells of living organisms through his scientific studies using 
microscopes.  

1664
1 August. A broad alliance consisting of France, Austria, Bavaria, Brandenburg-Prussia and 
several smaller Central European states decisively defeats the army of the Ottoman Empire in 
the Battle of Saint Gotthard in westernmost Hungary. 

27 August. The Kingdom of England invades and conquers the Dutch North American colony 
of New Netherland. The city of New Amsterdam is renamed as New York. 

The play Tartuffe by French playwright Molière premieres. 

1665
The Great Plague of London breaks out. It rages throughout the city for a year and claims the 
lives of about  100,000 people – about a quarter of the city’s entire population. 

13 June. The Second Anglo-Dutch War begins with the naval Battle of Lowestoft, in which the 
English are victorious. 

2 August. The Dutch Republic defeats the English navy in the Battle of Vagen outside the coast 



of Norway.  

Painter Johannes Vermeer from the Dutch Republic paints Girl With a Pearl Earring.

1666
1 June. The Four Days’ Battle between the navies of the Kingdom of England and the Republic 
of the Netherlands begins near the south eastern coast of England during the Second Anglo-
Dutch War. It is one of the longest naval battle in history, at last ending in Dutch victory. 

25 July. The English navy defeats the Dutch navy in the Battle of St. James’ Day. 

2 September. The Great Fire of London breaks out just after midnight in a bakery at Pudding 
Lane. It soon flames and spreads through much of the city. It ravages the city for four days 
before it is finally extinguished on September 5. The true number of dead from the fire is not 
known but the descruction throughout the city is immense and thousands of people are left 
homeless. Among the countless buildings destroyed in the fire is Saint Paul’s Cathedral, which 
burns completely to the ground. 

1667
30 January. The Truce of Andrusovo ends the war between the Tsardom of Russia and the 
Polish-Lithuanian Commonwealth. Russia annexes Ukraine east of the Dniepr river as well as 
the region of Smolensk from Poland-Lithuania. 

26 February. The Dutch Republic conquers the newly established colony of Suriname in South 
America from the Kingdom of England during the Second Anglo-Dutch War.  

9 June. In the Raid of Medway, the Dutch navy daringly sail up the English river Medway and 
attacks English battleships while they are laying anchored. The Dutch succeed in burning three 
of Englands largest battleships as well as ten minor ships, and capture two English naval ships 
for themselves.   

31 July. The Treaty of Breda ends the Second Anglo-Dutch War. The treaty The treaty confirms 
the English annexation of New Netherland as well as the Dutch annexation of Suriname. 

English poet and polemic John Milton publishes his epic poem Paradise Lost. 

The play Andromaque by French playwright Jean Racine premieres. 

1668
13 February. The Treaty of Lisbon ends the Portuguese Restoration War and completely 
dissolves the Iberian Union as Habsburg Spain recognises Portugal with all of its colonies and 
possessions as a separate and independent kingdom under Afonso VI of the House of Braganza. 
The only exception is the Portuguese city of Ceuta in northernmost Africa, which refuses to 



recognise the House of Braganza as its rulers, and which is therefore ceded to Habsburg Spain.  

Biologist and physician Francesco Redi from the Grand Duchy of Tuscany publishes his work 
Experiments on the Generation of Insects where he through scientific experiments refutes the 
old accepted Aristotelan theory of spontaneous generation – that maggots, worms and other 
insects can spontaneously arise from things like meat or dust. 

French writer and poet Jean de la Fontaine publishes the first volume of his Fables – a wide 
collection of fables adapted from various antique sources, from Greece, Rome, India, Persia and 
other parts of the world.  

The play The Miser by French playwright Molière premieres.   

1669
The island of Crete is conquered by the Ottoman Empire. 

1672
28 May. The Third Anglo-Dutch War begins as the English and French navies face off against 
the Dutch in the Battle of Solebay. The large battle ends in a draw.  

30 June. The Franco-Dutch War begins as the Kingdom of France under king Louis XIV, 
backed up by the naval warfare of their English allies, marches through the Spanish Netherlands 
and into the Dutch Republic, where it captures the city of Utrecht. A few days later, the cities 
and fortresses of Nijmegen and ‘s-Hertogenbosch are also captured by the French, but they are 
thereafter halted by the Dutch Water Line – the Dutch defensive flooding system which makes 
the Dutch core region of Holland a virtual island.  

4 July. Willem III (William III) of the House of Orange is elected as stadtholder of the Dutch 
Republic, replacing Johan de Witt as leader of the war struck republic.  

20 August. Johan De Witt, the former leader of the Dutch Republic, and his brother Cornelius 
de Witt, are lynched and mutilated by a large mob supporting the House of Orange.  

1673
The Kingdom of Spain and the Holy Roman Empire joins the Dutch Republic in the war against 
France in the Netherlands, forcing the French to begin a retreat. 

14 June. The Dutch navy is victorious against the numerically superior English and French 
navies in the Battles of Schooneveld. 

21 August. The Dutch navy defeats the English and French navies in the Battle of Texel, 
causing the English to withdraw. 



11 November. The army of the Polish-Lithuanian Commonwealth led by Jan Sobieski defeats 
the Ottoman Empire in the Battle of Khotyn in Polish Ukraine.

1674
19 February. The Treaty of Westminster ends the Third Anglo-Dutch War. 

19 May. Military leader Jan Sobieski is elected by the Polish-Lithuanian parliament (the sejm) 
as King Jan III Sobieski (John III Sobieski). 

1675
28 June. Brandenburg-Prussia under Friedrich Wilhelm (Frederick William) – ”The Great 
Elector” – defeats the army of the Kingdom of Sweden in the Battle of Fehrbellin. 

1676
1 June. The navies of the Kingdom of Denmark and the Dutch Republic decisively defeats the 
navy of the Kingdom of Sweden in the Battle of Oland by the Swedish south eastern coast. 

29 June. The Scanian War begins as the Kingdom of Denmark enters its old province of Scania 
in order to reclaim it from the Kingdom of Sweden. With strong support from the pro-Danish 
Scanian nobility and from rebel movements of Scanian peasants taking up arms against the 
brutal Swedish rule, almost the entire province swiftly comes under Danish control.       

14 October. The Polish-Lithuanian Commonwealth under king Jan III Sobieski faces the army 
of the Ottoman Empire in the Battle of Zurawno in Polish Ukraine. The battle ends in an 
armistice. 

4 December. The Swedish army under King Karl XI (Charles XI) decisively defeats the Danish 
army under King Christian V in the Battle of Lund in the Scanian War. The fierce and hatefilled 
battle between the two old arch ememies Sweden and Denmark is the largest battle ever fought 
in Scandinavia. It turns the tide of the war in Swedish favour and forces the Danes to start 
retreating.     

1677
1 July. The Danish navy decisively defeats the Swedish navy in the Battle of Koge Bay south of 
Copenhagen during the Scanian War.  

The play Phèdre by French playwright Jean Racine premieres.  

1678
11 October. Brandenburg-Prussia under Friedrich Wilhelm occupies the entirety of Swedish 
Pomerania. 

The Treaty of Nijmegen ends the Franco-Dutch War. The region of Franche-Comté is ceded by 



Spain to France. 

1679 
26 September. The Treaty of Lund ends the Scanian War. The pre-war borders are re-affirmed, 
with Sweden keeping the now utterly devastated Scania.   

1682
7 May. At age nine, Pyotr I (Peter I) – Peter the Great – ascends the throne of the Tsardom of 
Russia. 

King Louis XIV of France moves his court from the Tuileries Palace in the centre of Paris to his 
newly built gigantic Palace of Versailles outside of the city. 

French explorer Robert de La Salle sails up the Mississippi river and claims Louisiana for the 
Kingdom of France. 

1683
14 July. The great army of the Ottoman Empire under miliatry leader Kara Mustafa Pasha 
reaches the city of Vienna, capital of the Holy Roman Empire and the Archduchy of Austria, 
and lay siege on the city.  

9 September. The grand army of the Polish-Lithuanian Commonwealth with its winged hussars, 
led by king Jan III Sobieski, comes to the aid of Vienna, crossing the river Danube and meeting 
up outside the city with the armies of Bavaria, Saxony, Sabia, Baden and Franconia. 

12 September. The huge Battle of Vienna takes place as the Ottomans decide to attack the 
city. However, the combined forces of the Holy Roman Empire and the Polish-Lithuanian 
Commonwealth soon have the Ottomans surrounded. As parts of the Ottoman army starts to 
retreat, 3,000 Polish winged hussars charge out from Kahlenberg in the Vienna Woods, under 
the lead of their king Jan III Sobieski, in one of the largest cavalry charges in European history. 
The charge causes the Ottoman lines to break, and the exhausted and demoralised Ottoman 
troops start to flee the battlefield, while the hussars head towards the Ottoman headquarters 
of Kara Mustafa Pasha. The Ottomans are forced to capitulate and withdraw in haste – thus, 
Vienna is rescued.    

9 October. The army of the Polish-Lithuanian Commonwealth under king Jan III Sobieski again 
decisively defeats the retreating Ottoman army in the Battle of Parkany in northern Hungary, 
forcing the Ottomans to retreat towards Belgrade.  

25 December. Ottoman military leader Kama Mustafa Pasha is executed by his Ottoman army 
because of his army’s failure in taking Vienna and their humiliating retreat. 



1685
Protestantism is outlawed in France through the Edict of Fontainebleu issued by the king Louis 
XIV.

1686
The Grand Alliance is formed between England, Austria, Spain, the Dutch Republic, Sweden, 
Brandenburg-Prussia, Bavaria, Saxony, Scotland, Portugal, Savoy and others in order to put and 
end to the agressive French expansionist policies under King Louis XIV. 

1687
The ancient Parthenon temple in Athens, used as a gundpowder storage by the Ottoman army, is 
severely damaged after being hit by artillery from the Venetian army during the Morean War.

English physicist and mathematician Isaac Newton publishes his Philosophiae Naturalis 
Principia Mathematica in which he presents his finds on the laws on motion and universal 
gravity.  

1688
27 September. The Nine Years’ War between the Kingdom of France and the Grand Alliance 
begins as the French army invades the Rhineland of the Holy Roman Empire, swiftly 
conquering large parts of the region.  

5 November. Seeing the religious freedoms enforced by Catholic king James II as a threat to 
Protestant rule in England, the English Parliamentarians together with the Dutch stadtholder 
Willem of the House of Orange overthrow James II from the throne in what is called the 
Glorious Revolution. His place as regent of England, Scotland and Ireland is taken over by the 
joint rule of Willem as William III and his wife Mary II, daughter of former king James II.  

30 December. The Kingdom of France selects several cities, towns, villages and castles in the 
French-occupied part of the Holy Roman Empire for destruction – the planned descruction and 
burning of the cities of Heidelberg, Mannheim, Oppenheim and Worms are carried out during 
the following spring. 

1689
25 August. The army of the Holy Roman Empire together with England, Scotland, Spain 
and the Dutch Republic defeats the French army in the Battle of Walcourt in the Spanish 
Netherlands during the Nine Years’ War. 

The Nine Years’ War spreads to North America under the name King William’s War, as French 
troops attack the English colonies of New Hampshire and Maine. 

The Williamite-Jacobite War breaks out in Ireland between supporters of the new king 
Protestant king William III and the old Catholic king James II. 



The Bill of Rights are passed in the English parliament. Among other things, it declares several 
rights of individuals, freedom of election, free speech in parliament, prohibition of cruel and 
unusual punishments, and strictly limits the powers of the king in favour of the parliament. 

English philosopher John Locke publishes A Letter Concerning Toleration in which he argues 
for religious toleration, stating that the only way for the church to gain genuine converts 
is through persuation – not through violence and oppression. A strong adherent of human 
rights and freedoms, Locke is seen as the founder of modern Liberalism. He sees humans 
as being born as blank slates – tabula rasa – and molded and formed by their surroundings 
and experiences rather than their personalities being pre-decided. He also strongly advocates 
practical, evidence based science through observable experiments.      

1690
12 March. The Williamites defeat the Jacobites in the Battle of the Boyne during the Williamite-
Jacobite War in Ireland.

English troops invade the French Canada during the Nine Years’ War, occupying Port Royal, 
the capital of the French colony of Acadia, before continuing along the Saint Lawrence River 
towards the city of Quebec. 

24 October. France defeats England in the Battle of Quebec in the French colony of Canada.      

1691
22 July. The Williamites decisively defeats the Jacobites in the Battle of Aughrim, ending the 
Williamite-Jacobite War – Protestant William III remains as king of Ireland. 

1692
Twenty persons are put on trial and subseuently executed after being accused of witchcraft 
during the Salem Witch Trials in the English North American colony of Massachussetts. 

7 June. The infamous pirate town of Port Royal in the English colony of Jamaica is nearly 
completely destroyed by an earthquake and the tsunami which follows. About 2,000 of the 
town’s residents die and more than 2,000 more are injured, while an additional 2,000 die due to 
the disease pandemics which follows the disaster.    

1693
29 July. The French army defeats the armies of England, Scotland and the Dutch Republic in the 
Battle of Landen in the Spanish Netherlands during the Nine Years’ War. 

1694
27 May. The French army defeats the Spanish army at the Battle of Torroella in the Spanish 
province of Catalonia during the Nine Years’ War, but are prevented from taking the city of 



Barcelona by the fleets of England and the Dutch Republic which come to Spanish aid.  

28 December. Queen Mary II – co-monarch of England, Scotland and Ireland – dies, leaving her 
husband William III as the sole monarch of the three kingdoms. 
 
1697
11 September. The Holy Roman Empire decisively defeats the army of the Ottoman Empire in 
the Battle of Zenta north of Belgrade. 

20 September. The Nine Years’ War between the Kingdom of France and the Grand Alliance 
ends with the Treaty of Ryswick. The long war ends without any territorial changes, but France 
agrees to recognise William III as the legimate king of England. 

Nearly a third of the population of Swedish Finland dies due to famine. 

French author Charles Perreault publishes his fairy tale collection Tales of Mother Goose, 
including fairy tales such as Cinderella, Sleeping Beauty, Little Red Riding Hood, Hop-o’-My 
Thumb and Puss in Boots.  

1698
English inventor and engineer Thomas Savery patents the first steam engine, and shows his 
invention to the English Royal Society of natural science the following year.   

1699
26 January. The Treaty of Karlowitz is signed between the Ottoman Empire, the Habsburg 
ruled Holy Roman Empire, the Polish-Lithuanian Commonwealth, the Tsardom of Russia and 
the Republic of Venice. With the treaty, the Ottomans cede Hungary, Croatia and Bosnia to the 
Habsburgs, Podolia in Ukraine to Poland-Lithuania, and Dalmatia to the Republic of Venice.  

1700
As the young and inexperienced Karl XII (Charles XII) ascends the throne of Sweden, tsar 
Pyotr I of the Tsardom of Russia and August II (Augustus II the Strong), Elector of Saxony as 
well as king of the Polish-Lithuanian Commonwealth, cease the opportunity to simultaneously 
attack the Swedish Baltic provinces, starting the Great Northern War.   

1 November. The sickly and severely disabled king Carlos II (Charles II) of Spain dies 
childless, thus ending the rule of the Habsburg Dynasty in Spain. The Spanish throne instead 
goes to Felipe V (Philip V) of the House of Bourbon – the same dynasty that rules the Kingdom 
of France. 

19 November. The Kingdom of Sweden under King Karl XII decisively defeats the vastly 
numerically superior army of the Tsardom of Russia under Pyotr I in the First Battle of Narva in 
the Swedish province of Estonia during the Great Northern War.  



1701
King Louis XIV of France declares that if the French crown prince Louis should die, the French 
throne will pass to the new Spanish king Felipe V (Philip V). The risk of the two great powers 
of France and Spain becoming united under a single Bourbon monarch is deemed unacceptable 
to Austria, England and the Dutch Republic. They refuse to acknowledge Felipe V as the 
new Spanish monarch and instead wants Karl, the son of the Habsburg Holy Roman Emperor 
Leopold I, as the new Spanish king. 
  
In return for supporting Austria and the Habsburgs in the conflict on the succession to the 
throne of Spain, the Holy Roman Empire permits Brandenburg-Prussia to elevate its status and 
fully unite as the Kingdom of Prussia under King Friedrich I (Frederick I). The capital of the 
new country is established in Berlin and the former Duchy of Prussia becomes known as East 
Prussia.    

1 September. Austria defeats France and Spain in the Battle of Chiari in the Spanish ruled 
Duchy of Milan in northern Italy.   

1702
19 March. King Charles III of England dies and is succeeded on the English throne by Queen 
Anne, the younger sister of the late Queen Mary II – however, France claims James Francis 
Edward Stuart, the son of the deposed English king James II, to be the rightful heir to the throne 
and refuses to recognise her legitimacy, greatly upsetting the English leadership.   

15 May. After creating a new Grand Alliance, Austria, England, the Duch Republic, Prussia, 
Portugal, Scotland and Savoy, as well as Spanish troops loyal to the Habsburgs, all declare war 
on France and Spain and simultaneously attack on multiple fronts – thus starting the War of 
Spanish Succession. 

30 June. The armies of France and Spain defeat the army of the Dutch Republic in the Battle of 
Ekeren near Antwerp in the Spanish Netherlands during the War of Spanish Succession. 

8 July. The Swedish army under king Karl XII defeats the armies of the Polish-Lithuanian 
Commonwealth and the Electorate of Saxony in the Battle of Kliszow during the Great 
Northern War. 

11 October. After a month long siege, the Russian Army under Pyotr I attacks and conquers the 
fortress of Noteborg in the innermost of the Gulf of Finland, whereafter he takes control of the 
entire Swedish province of Ingria.  

14 October. The French army defeats the Holy Roman army of Austria and its allies in the 
Battle of Friedlingen near Freiburg, deep inside Holy Roman territory during the War of 
Spanish Succession. 



10 November. Queen Anne’s War breaks out in North America, as English colonists seek to 
expand their territory at the expense of the French and Spanish and lay siege to the Spanish 
fortress of St. Augustin in northern Florida. 

29 December. The English siege on St. Augustine is broken as the Spanish fortress is relieved 
by new troops from Cuba, forcing the English occupiers to flee.  

1703
27 May. In the middle of the ongoing Great Northern War, Russian tsar Pyotr I builds the Peter 
and Paul Fortress and founds his new city of St. Petersburg by the river Neva in the innermost 
part of the Gulf of Finland, on the spot of the old Swedish fortress of Nyenschantz in Russian-
occupied Swedish Ingria. 

30 September. Spain and their allies the Electorate of Bavaria defeat the Austrian army in the 
Battle of Hochstadt in Bavaria during the War of Spanish Succession.   

1704
25 January. In the Battle of Ayubale in Spanish Florida during Queen Anne’s War, English 
troops after meeting minor restistance brutally invades and destroys the settlements of the 
Spanish and of the native Appalachee people and slaughters and captures civilians – the entire 
Appalachee people becomes uprooted and is nearly completely wiped out by the English raids.  

29 February. French troops attack the English settlement of Deerfield in Massachussetts during 
Queen Anne’s War. Parts of the town is burned and several inhabitants captured and others 
taken captive before English troops arrive and the French are forced to retreat. 

26 June. An English expedition raids the village of Grand Pré in French Acadia during Queen 
Anne’s War in North America – the villagers are driven off by the English, after which most 
of the city is looted, destroyed and burned, along with the crops and harvests in the fields.
Thereafter, the expedition moves on to destroy more French villages.  

3 August. Troops from England, the Dutch Republic and Austria together capture the 
strategically important port of Gibraltar in southern Spain during the War of Spanish 
Succession. 

13 August. The armies of England, Austria, Prussia, the Dutch Republic, Scotland and others 
crushingly defeat the armies of France and Bavaria in the large Battle of Blenheim. Due to the 
catastrophic defeat, Bavaria is forced to withdraw from the war, and is temporarily placed under 
Austrian military rule. 

24 August. The French and Spanish navies meet the English and Dutch navies in the large Battle 
of Malaga – a battle which ends in a virtual draw, but which allows the English, Dutch and their 



allies to keep their hold on Gibraltar. 

1705
16 August. The French army defeats the armies of Austria and Prussia in the Battle of Cassano 
in northern Italy during the War of Spanish Succession. 

1706
2 February. The Kingdom of Sweden under Karl XII decisively defeats the Saxon and Russian 
armies in the Battle of Fraustadt in Poland during the Great Northern War. The Swedish victory 
forces August II to cease his claim to the throne of the Polish-Lithuanian Commonwealth, 
though he remains as Elector of Saxony. Stanislaw I is elected as the new king of Poland.   

19 April. The armies of France and Spain defeats the Austrian army in the Battle of Calcinato in 
northern Italy during the War of Spanish Succession.  

14 May. The city of Turin, capital of the Duchy of Savoy, is laid under siege by French and 
Spanish armies during the War of Spanish Succession. 

23 May. The armies of England, Scotland and the Dutch Republic together defeat the armies 
of France and Spain in the Battle of Ramillies in the Spanish Netherlands during the War of 
Spanish Succession. Due to the victory, the Grand Alliance soon gains full control over the 
Spanish Netherlands.

September. French and Spanish troops attempts to seize Charles Town, the capital of the English 
colony of Carolina in North American during Queen Anne’s War – however,  the French and 
Spanish troops are soon repelled by the English.  

7 September. The siege by French and Spanish armies on Turin, the capital of Savoy, is broken, 
as the city is liberated by Austrian and Prussian troops, and the French and Spanish armies are 
forced to begin a retreat from northern Italy. 

30 September. The Spanish-ruled Kingdom of Naples is fully conquered by the Austrian army.  

1707
1 May. The kingdoms of England and Scotland, long ruled as separate states under the same 
monarch, are politically united as a single unitary state through the Acts of Union – creating the 
new Kingdom of Great Britain. 

1708
January. Russian tsar Pyotr I makes a generous peace offer towards the Kingdom of Sweden 
in the Great Northern War, offering to hand back all territories conquered from Sweden except 
for the city of St. Petersburg. The Swedish king Karl XII refuses however, and feeling he has 



the upper hand instead options to invade Russia and try conquering Moscow. The invasion 
turns into a disaster however, as the winter turns out to be one of the harshest and longest in 
modern European history and the Russian army makes use of scorched earth tactics, leaving the 
Swedish army severely decimated and exhausted and forced to turn south.   

27 June. The Russian army under Pyotr I crushingly defeats and destroys the decimated 
Swedish army of Karl XII in the Battle of Poltava. The Swedish forces dissolves and surrenders 
to the Russian, while Karl XII along with a few hundred soldiers flees. A few days later, the 
king seeks refuge in the Ottoman Empire and sets up camp outside the city of Bender in 
Moldavia. 
Following the Swedish loss at Poltava, the Swedish puppet king in Poland-Lithuania, Stanislaw 
I, is forced to flee to France and August II is re-elected as king of the Polish-Lithuanian 
Commonwealth.  

11 July. The armies of Great Britain, Austria, Prussia and the Dutch Republic defeat the 
French army in the Battle of Oudenarde in the Spanish Netherlands during the War of Spanish 
Succession. 

14 September. British and Dutch troops capture the Spanish island of Minorca. 

28 September. The armies of Great Britain and the Dutch Republic defeat the armies of France 
and Spain in the Battle of Wijnendale in the Spanish Netherlands during the War of Spanish 
Succession.

A one year long great famine breaks out in East Prussia, claiming the lives of about a third of its 
population.

The new St. Paul’s Cathedral is completed in London, replacing the old cathedral destroyed in 
the Great Fire of London in 1666.  

1709
11 September. The armies of England, Austria, Prussia and the Dutch Republic manage to 
defeat the armies of France and Spain in the Battle of Malplaquet on the border between France 
and the Spanish Netherlands during the War of Spanish Succession – however, the total number 
of dead and injured is much larger on the Grand Alliance side. It is the bloodiest battle during 
the entire 18th century and the news of its extreme brutality sends chock waves throughout 
Europe.     

2 November. With much of the Swedish army destroyed by Russia in the Battle of Poltava 
and the Swedish king in exile in the Ottoman Empire, Denmark sees an opportunity to reclaim 
Scania – the Danish army lands on the Scanian coast and has soon reconquered much of the 
province.    



The world’s first piano is created by Bartolomeo Cristophori from the Republic of Venice.

1710
27 February. The Danish army is decisively defeated by the Swedish army in the Battle of 
Helsingborg and is forced to completely retreat from Scania. 

4 July. Riga – the most populous city in the Kingdom of Sweden – is conquered by the Tsardom 
of Russia during the Great Northern War. 

10 August. The armies of Austria, Great Britain, Prussia and the Dutch Republic defeat the 
Spanish army in the Battle of Saragossa in northeastern Spain during the War of Spanish 
Succession. 

13 October. British colonial troops captures Port Royal, the capital of the French North 
American colony of Acadia during Queen Anne’s War. 

Polymath and philosopher Gottfried Liebnitz from the Electorate of Saxony publishes his 
philosophical and theological book Théodicée in which he defends the benevolence of God, 
claiming that since God is both benevolent and omnipotent, humanity lives in the best of all 
possible worlds.    

1712
Russian tsar Pyotr I moves his court to his newly founded city of St. Petersburg and declares it 
the new capital of Russia.  

24 July. The French army defeats the armies of Austria and the Dutch Republic in the Battle of 
Denain in northernmost France during the War of Spanish Succession. 

9 December. Sweden defeats Denmark and the Electorate of Saxony in the Battle of Gadebusch 
during the Great Northern War. 

English poet Alexander Pope writes his satiric poem The Rape of the Lock where he critisises 
the rise of mindless and selfish consumerism, where trivial material goods displace human 
agency.  

1713
1 February. After Swedish king Karl XII refuses an offer from Russian tsar Pyotr I to be granted 
safe return back to Sweden and prefers to stay at his camp in Ottoman Moldavia, the Ottoman 
sultan loses his patience wiht the Swedish king and attacks his camp and imprisons him. 

March. The Treaty of Utrecht ends the War of Spanish Succession as well as the North 
American Queen Anne’s War. According to the treaty, Austria, Great Britain, the Dutch 
Republic, Prussia and their allies will recognise Felipe V of the House of Bourbon as the 



legitimate king of Spain, while France recongnises Queen Anne as the legitmate ruler of the 
Kingdom of Great Britain. The territorial losses for the Spanish Kingdom are massive however. 
Spain is forced to cede the Spanish Netherlands, the Kingdom of Naples, the Duchy of Milan 
and the island of Sardinia to Austria, the island of Sicily to the Duchy of Savoy, and Gibraltar 
and Minorca to the Kingdom of Great Britain. Thus, Spain at once loses all of its holdings on 
the European mainland outside of the Iberian Peninsula. In North America, France is forced to 
cede Acadia to Great Britain.      

1714
1 August. Queen Anne of the Kingdom of Great Britain dies from illness. As she has no living 
children, she is succeeded on the British throne by her German second cousin Georg, who is 
already ruler of the Duchy of Hanover in the Holy Roman Empire. He thus becomes the first 
British monarch of the House of Hanover as George I.  

October. Swedish king Karl XII is released from his imprisonment in the Ottoman Empire, 
whereafter he rides back to Sweden in haste. 

1715
1 September. King Louis XIV of France dies. He is succeeded by his only five years old 
grandson Louis XV. 

1717
August. In an attempt to regain some of the territory lost through the Treaty of Utrecht after the 
War of Spanish succession, Spain invades the island of Sardinia. 

German phycisist Daniel Gabriel Fahrenheit invents the mercury thermometre.  

The Water Music by German-British composer George Frideric Handel premieres in front of the 
British king George I by the river Thames. 

1718
July. Spain invades the island of Sicily, causing both Austria, Great Britain, France and the 
Dutch Republic to declare war on the Spanish – thus starting the War of the Quadruple Alliance. 

11 August. The British navy decisively defeats the Spanish navy in the Battle of Cape Passaro, 
effectively eliminating the Spanish fleet stationed by the island.   

22 November. The infamous pirate captain Blackbeard is killed in battle by the British navy 
next to Ocracoke Island in the colony of Carolina. 

11 December. While attempting an invasion of Danish Norway and besieging the fortress of 
Fredriksten by the Norwegian border, Swedish king Karl XII is shot and killed. The king’s death 
effectively ends the Great Northern War and the Swedish invasion of Norway is immediately 



called off. 

The city of New Orleans is founded in the French North American colony of Louisiana. 

1719
20 June. The Spanish army on Sicily defeats the invading Austrian army in the Battle of 
Francavilla during the War of the Quadruple Alliance.

English author Daniel Defoe publishes his novel Robinson Crusoe. 

1720
17 February. The War of the Quadruple Alliance ends through the Treaty of The Hague. Spain 
is forced to relinquish all of its territorial gains during the war – the only territorial changes 
made are Savoy ceding Sicily to Austria while in turn Austria cedes Sardinia to Savoy. With 
the acqusition of Sardinia, the Duchy of Savoy is elevated to the status of a kingdom, as the 
Kingdom of Sardinia.

The French city of Marseille is struck by a year long plague pandemic, claiming the lives of 
100,000 people in an around the city. 

1721 
30 August. The Treaty of Nystad ends the Great Northern War. Sweden is forced to cede its 
Baltic provinces of Livonia, Estonia and Ingria to Russia, the duchies of Bremen and Verden 
to the Electorate of Hanover, and the southern part of Swedish Pomerania to the Kingdom of 
Prussia. With the treaty, Russia, formerly landlocked to the west, gains a long Baltic coastline, 
permitting for a more western orientation. It marks the rise of Russia as a great power – and 
the decline of Sweden as ditto. Immediately after the new annexations, Pyotr I transforms the 
Tsardom of Russia into the new Russian Empire, with himself as emperor. 

Mass panic breaks out in East Prussia over several alleged ”vampire attacks”.  

Robert Walpole is appointed as the first Prime Minister of Great Britain. 

German composer Johann Sebastian Bach presents his Brandenburg Concerto. 

1722
10 February. The infamous pirate captain Black Bart is killed by the British navy outside the 
coast of West Africa.  

1723
Pyotr I abolishes slavery in the Russian Empire – household slaves are converted into house 
serfs. 



Composer Antonio Vivaldi from the Republic of Venice composes The Four Seasons.

1724
In the Treaty of Constantinople, the Persian Empire under a rapidly collapsing Safavid Dynasty 
is forced to cede Georgia and Armenia to the Ottoman Empire and Dagestan to the Russian 
Empire.

German physicist Gabriel Daniel Fahrenheit invents the Fahrenheit temperature scale. 

1725
8 February. Emperor Pyotr I of Russia dies. He is succeeded by his wife Yekaterina I (Catherine 
I).  

The first officially recorded ”vampire attack” occurs, as the farmer Petar Blagojevich in 
Kisilova in Austrian Serbia is said to have risen from his grave and and killed nine people in 
the village. The villagers exhume his body, impale his heart with a stake, and procede burn his 
remains. The incident is reported by a newspaper in Vienna.   

1726
Irish satirist, poet, clergyman and politician Jonathan Swift publishes his book Gulliver’s 
Travels.

1727
1 February. The Kingdom of Spain lays siege on British-controlled Gibraltar in an attempt to 
reconquer the strategically important territory, but is forced to give up after four months without 
breakthrough.  

17 May. Empress Yekaterina II of Russia dies. He is succeeded by Pyotr II (Peter II), grandson 
of Pyotr I. 

11 June. King George I of Great Britain dies. He is succeeded on the throne by his son George 
II. 

1729
The Methodist church movement is founded in Great Britain. 

1730
30 January. Emperor Pyotr II of Russia dies. He is succeeded by Anna, daughter of Pyotr I and 
aunt of Pyotr II. 

1731
The ship of merchant and sea captain Robert Jenkins is stopped by a Spanish patrol boat and 
boarded. Jenkins is accused of smuggling, whereafter the Spanish patrol commander cuts off 



Jenkins’ left ear and dares him to tell the British king, to whom he would do the same.  

1733
1 February. With the death of Polish-Lithuanian king August II, Stanislaw I, backed by France, 
hopes to be reinstated on the Polish-Lithuanian throne. However, Austria and Russia instead 
opts to back Saxon elector Friedrich August II, son of August II, as the new throne pretender.   

12 September. Stanislaw I is re-elected as king of the Polish-Lithuanian Commonwealth. 
However, Austria under Karl VI (Charles VI) and Russia under Empress Anna refuse to 
recognise the legitimacy of the election and invades Poland-Lithuania. In turn, France declares 
war on Austria and invades the Holy Roman Empire, thus starting the War of Polish Succession. 
Russian troops soon captures Warsaw, where they install Friedrich August II as king under the 
name August III, forcing Stanislaw I to flee to Gdansk. 

1734
2 February. Russian troops lay siege on the Polish city of Gdansk, to which the newly deposed 
Polish-Lithuanian king Stanislaw I has fled. 

29 June. The armies of France and the Kingdom of Sardinia defeat the Austrian army in the 
Battle of San Pietro in northern Italy during the War of Polish Succession.  

30 June. The city of Gdansk surrenders to the beseiging Russian troops during the War of Polish 
Succession. However, two days before the surrender, deposed Polish-Lithuanian king Stanislaw 
I has managed to escape to Konigsberg in the Kingdom of Prussia. 

19 September. The armies of France and Sardinia defeat the Austrian army in the Battle of 
Guastalla in northern Italy during the War of Polish Succession.  

1735
20 October. The Austrian army defeats the French army in the Battle of Clausen in the western 
Holy Roman Empire, thus preventing the French from further advancement into the Holy 
Roman Empire’s territory. 

1736
27 January. Stanislaw I renounces all claims to the Polish-Lithuanian throne in favour of August 
III and again takes up exile in France, where he becomes ruler of the province of Lorraine. 

1738
March. British merchant Robert Jenkins who had his ear cut off by the commander of a 
Spanish patrol boat in 1731 is called to testify before the British parliament, and lays forward 
the severed ear as evidence. The testimony is met with great outrage against the Spanish, who 
are percieved to have insultet British honour. The incident, along with other incidents between 
Spanish and British subjects, causes Great Britain to declare war on Spain – the War of Jenkins’ 



Ear. 

18 November. The Treaty of Vienna ends the War of Polish Succession, with Austria and Russia 
recognising Friedrich August II as the legitimate ruler of the Polish-Lithuanian Commonwealth. 
Austria cedes its rule over the Kingdom of Naples to Duke Carlos I (Charles I) of Parma, the 
younger son of king Felipe V of Spain, while Austria recieves the Duchy of Parma in exchange. 

1739
22 November. The British navy attacks and conquers the important Spanish port town of Porto 
Bello in Panama during the War of Jenkins’ Ear. After three weeks of occupation, the British 
decide to withdraw, but not before completely destroying its port and all of its warehouses and 
fortifications.   

1740
22 March. The British navy attacks the important Spanish fortress of San Lorenzo el Real 
Chagres in Panama during the War of Jenkins’ Ear. After two days of heavy bombardment, the 
Spanish are forced to surrender the fortress to the British. The British seizes Spanish patrol 
boats and guns, whereafter they completely demolish the fortress.  

31 May. Friedrich II (Frederick II – also know as Frederick the Great) becomes new ruler of the 
Kingdom of Prussia. 

20 October. Karl VI, Holy Roman emperor and Archduke of Austria, dies. He is replaced on the 
Austrian throne by his daughter Maria Theresa. Since rule under an empress is not allowed in 
the Holy Roman Empire, the title of Holy Roman emperor officially goes to Maria Theresa’s 
husband, who becomes Franz I (Francis I), while Maria Theresa becomes ruler of Austria. 
However, many of the various states within the Holy Roman Empire refuse to accept this 
arrangement. 

28 October. Empress Anna of Russia dies. She is succeeded by her only two months old grand 
nephew Ivan VI. 

16 December. Fearing that the crisis in the Holy Roman Empire will be used by other states 
within the Holy Roman Empire to seize Austrian territory, the new Prussian king Friedrich 
II decides to take precautionary action by invading and occupying the mineral-rich Austrian 
province of Silesia bordering his kingdom. He then asks Maria Theresa to cede to Prussia 
at least part of Silesia in exchange for his support of her as archduchess of Austria. Maria 
Theresa refuses however, causing Friedrich II to declare war on Austria – starting the War of 
the Austrian Succession. France, Sweden, Bavaria and Naples soon join on the side of Prussia, 
while Great Britain, Russia and the Dutch Republic join on the Austrian side.      

Famine breaks out in Ireland, claiming the lives of a tenth of the island’s population.



September. Danish explorer Vitus Bering and German biologist Georg William Steller set out 
with their crews on the Russian Great Northern Expedition decreed by Empress Anna in order 
to explore and map the geography and wildlife in the Russian territory of Kamchatka and 
beyond. 

German composer Johann Sebastian Bach publishes his Goldberg Variations.

French author Gabrielle-Suzanne Barbot de Villeneuve publishes her fairy tale Beauty and the 
Beast.

1741
March. The British Navy attacks the important Spanish gold-trading port of Cartagena de 
India in New Granada (present-day Colombia). After heavy resistance from the Spanish fleet 
and large British losses, the British at last manage to land and attack the port town’s fortress. 
However, the British are unable to take the heavily guarded fortress, and after heavy casualties 
they are forced to return to their ships. After another month of beseiging the city and with 
supplies running low, the British after forced to retreat. 

10 April. The Prussian army under Friedrich II defeats the Austrian army in the Battle of 
Mollwitz in Silesia during the War of the Austrian Succession, cementing Prussian control over 
the province. 

15 July. The Russian Great Northern Expedition under Vitus Bering and Georg Wilhelm Steller 
become the first Europeans the reach Alaska, where many new species of animals and plants are 
discovered and described.      

November. On the return journey from Alaska, the Russian Great Northern Expedition under 
explorer Vitus Bering and biologist Georg Wilhelm Steller discovers a gigantic species of 
manatee around the Commander Islands east of Kamchatka – a nine meters long and ten tonnes 
in weight. The calm and friendly giants are given the name Steller’s sea cow (Hydrodamalis 
gigas).  

26 November. French troops attacks and conquers the Bohemian capital of Prague during the 
War of the Austrian Succession. 

6 December. The one year old Russian emperor Ivan VI is overthrown in a coup d’état by 
Yelisaveta (Elizabeth), daughter of Pyotr I, who claims herself to be the rightful heir to the 
throne. Since she has a strong support from both nobility and the public, she is crowned as 
empress, while the young former emperor is kept imprisoned.  

German-British composer George Frideric Handel composes his oratorio Messiah.   



1742
24 January.  Karl, elector of Bavaria, is crowned in Prague as the new king of Bohemia, and 
is thereafter elected as the new Holy Roman emperor Karl VII (Charles VII) by the gathered 
German states during the War of the Austrian Succession. On the very same day, however, his 
Bavarian capital of Munich is conquered by the Austrian army and nearly all of Bavaria is under 
Austrian occupation.  

17 May. The Prussian army defeats the Austrian army in the Battle of Chotusitz in Bohemia 
during the War of the Austrian Succession.

7 July. Spanish troops in Florida invades the British colony of Georgia during the War of 
Jenkins’ Ear in an attempt to take the British fortress of Fort Frederica, but are decisively beaten 
back by the British troop in the Battle of Bloody Marsh and the Battle of Gully Hole Creek – 
two battles taking place on the same day.  

Swedish physicist Anders Celsius invents the Celsius temperature scale. 

Marvel’s Mill – the world’s first water powered cotton mill – starts operating in England. 

The Tiergarten – a large royal game park in the Prussian capital Berlin – is transformed into a 
public park.  

1743
27 June. The armies of Austria, England and Hanover together defeat the French army in the 
Battle of Dettlingen in northwesternmost Bavaria, turning the War of the Austrian Succession in 
favour of the Austrians and their allies.  

1744 
France attempts an invasion of the Dutch Republic through the Austrian Netherlands during 
the War of the Austrian Succession but are fought back by the Austrian, British, Dutch and 
Hanoverian armies. 

1745
11 May. France defeats the armies of Austria, Great Britain, the Dutch Republic and Hanover in 
the Battle of Fontenoy in the Austrian Netherlands during the War of the Austrian Succession. 
After the decisive victory, France is soon able to take control over almost the entirety of the 
Austrian Netherlands.  

4 June. The Prussian Army under Friedrich II decisively defeats the Austrian army in the Battle 
of Hohenfriedberg in Silesia during the War of the Austrian Succession. 

15 December. The Prussian army under Frederick the Great decisively defeats the armies of 
Austria and Saxony in the Battle of Kesselsdorf in Saxony during the War of the Austrian 



Succession, causing the Saxons to flee and abandon their capital Dresden – the city is 
immediately taken over by the Prussians. 

25 December. The Treaty of Dresden ends the war between Austria and Prussia. Friedrich II 
agrees to recognise Maria Theresa as empress and her husband Franz I as emperor of the Holy 
Roman Empire, while Austria is forced to cede Silesia to the Kingdom of Prussia.     

1747
Sanssouci – the summer palace of Prussian king Friedrich II – is completed in Potsdam outside 
Berlin. 

1748
18 October. The Treaty of Aix-la-Chapelle at last fully concludes the War of the Austrian 
Succession as well as the War of Jenkins’ Ear. With the treaty, Austria confirms the Prussian 
annexation of Silesia, while France concedes to end its occupation of the Austrian Netherlands. 

French philosopher Montesquieu publishes his political theory treatsie The Spirit of Laws in 
which he advocates constitutional government, separation of powers, preservation of civil 
liberties and the abolition of slavery. 

1753
The British Museum opens to the public in London. 

1754
Conflict breaks out in North America between Great Britain and France over the borders 
between the two countries’ colonies. 

28 May. The Seven Years War begins as British American troops meet with the troops from 
French Canada in the Battle of Jumonville Glen in western Pennsylvania. The British under 
major George Washington are victorious. 

3 June. The French Canadian army defeat the British Amerian army under George Washington 
in the Battle of Fort Necessity in western Pennsylvania, forcing the British to retreat.

Denmark founds the colony of the Danish West Indies in the western Virgin Islands in the 
Caribbean.  

French philosopher Voltaire in his Annals of the Empire writes on the declining and increasingly 
unstable Holy Roman Empire that:  ”This agglomeration which was called, and which still calls 
itself the Holy Roman Empire is in no respect either holy, Roman or an empire.”  

1755
16 June. In the Battle of Fort Beauséjour, Brittish forces succeed in capturing the French border 



fortress between Acadia and British Nova Scotia. 

8 September. The British and French armies meet in the bloody Battle of Lake George, which 
ends in a virtual draw.  

1 November. A massive earthquake, followed by a tsunami and several great fires, almost 
completely destroys the Portuguese capital Lisbon. The number of dead just within the city of 
Lisbon might be as high as 40,000. About 90 percent of the city is left in ruins, with countless 
cultural and historical treasures forever lost. 

French philosopher Jean-Jacques Rousseau publishes his philosophical work Discourse of 
Inequality in which he argues that civil society causes inequality in power and wealth. With 
the advent of civil society, he says, humans have strayed from their natural state of isolation in 
which they had the freedom to fulfill their own individual needs and desires. He argues that civil 
society is a trick perpetrated by the powerful against the weak in order to maintain their own 
wealth.  

Austrian empress Maria Theresa bans the exhumation and desecration of dead bodies in defense 
against vampires, including impaling, beheading and burning corpses, as she deems vampire 
tales to be nothing but superstition.  

1756
27 March. In the Battle of Fort Bull, the French army is successful in capturing and destroying 
the British fortress on the border between French Canada and British New York. 

20 May. In the first battle in Europe during the Seven Years’ War, the French navy defeats the 
British navy under John Byng in the Battle of Minorca. After the loss, the British decide to 
temporarily retreat to Gibraltar to prepare for a new assault against the French. 

29 August. The Kingdom of Prussia under Friedrich II enters the Seven Years’ War by invading 
the Electorate of Saxony and swiftly occupying its capital Dresden. Austria immediately decides 
to come to the aide of their Saxon allies, fearing further Prussian expansion and hoping to 
regain Silesia. 

1 October. Prussia invades the Kingdom of Bohemia, and meets with Austria in the Battle 
of Lobositz. The Austrians are victorious as the Prussian troops are forced to retreat back to 
Saxony, but the Prussians are successful in preventing the Austrian and Saxon troops from 
uniting against them. 

Part of the royal game park Dyrehavsbakken north of the Danish capital Copenhagen opens to 
the public with entertainers and various attractions, as the first public amusement park in the 
world.   



1757
14 March. After being court-martialed for ”failing to do his utmost” to hold Minorca, British 
admiral John Byng is executed by firing squad. The harsh sentense creates an outrage both 
within the navy and among the general British public, and will later be satirised by French 
philosopher Voltaire in his novel Candide.  

6 May. The Prussian army under king Friedrich II returns to Bohemia and narrowly defeats the 
Austrian army in the Battle of Prague and forces the Austrians to retreat – however, the Prussian 
losses are all too large for them to be able to successfully conquer the city. 

18 June. The Austrian army decisively defeats the Prussian army of Friedrich II in the Battle of 
Kolin in Bohemia, forcing the Prussians to retreat back towards Saxony. 

23 June. The British army fights and defeats the army of the Mughal Empire in India in the 
Battle of Plassey in Bengal during the Seven Years’ War. The victory gives the Britsh full 
control over Bengal through the British East India Company.     

26 July. France, which is allied with Austria, defeats the Hanoverian army supported by British 
troops and allied with Prussia in the Battle of Hastenbeck during the Seven Years’ War, leaving 
the Electorate of Hanover open to French occupation. 

30 August. The Russian Empire invades and occupies East Prussia after a decisive victory in the 
very bloody Battle of Gross-Jagersdorf. 

9 September. In the Siege of Fort William Henry, the French army and its Native American 
allies are successful in capturing the British fortress on the border between French Canada and 
British New York, forcing the British to surrender. However, despite the British capitulation, 
the fortress is still stormed by the Native American allies of the French. The Native Americans 
massacre about 200 British soldiers and civilians, scalping many of them, and take many other 
civilians, including women and children, as prisoners or slaves.

16 October. 5,000 Hungarian hussars under cavalry officer András Hadik, fighting for Austria, 
entirely unexpectedly makes an attack deep into the Kingdom of Prussia and lay siege on the 
Prussian capital Berlin. Taken entirely by surprised, the city is forced to pay a huge ransom to 
the hussars on behalf of Austria for the occupation to end – as soon as the payment is made 
however, the hussars have to flee due to an approaching Prussian relief army sent by Friedrich 
II.    

5 November. Through its superior movements and tactics, the Prussian army under Friedrich 
II crushingly defeats the numerically superior French and Austrian armies in the Battle of 
Rossbach in Saxony during the Seven Years’ War.

5 December. The Prussian army under Friedrich II crushingly defeats a vastly numerically 



superior Austrian army in the Battle of Leuthen in Silesia during the Seven Years’ War. The 
massive defeat forces the Austrians to give up on trying to reconquer its old province. 

1758
8 June. The British army lays siege on the strategically important French fortress of Louisbourg 
on Cape Breton Island outside the coast of British Nova Scotia during the Seven Years’ War. 

23 June. The army of the Electorate of Hanover, backed up by troops from Great Britain and 
Prussia, defeats the French army in the Battle of Krefeld by the river Rhine in the western Holy 
Roman Empire. 

30 June. The Austrian army defeats the Prussian army in the Battle of Domstadt in the Kingdom 
of Bohemia during the Seven Years’ War. 

8 July. The French army decisively defeats the British army in the Battle of Carillon on the 
border between French Canada and British New York, successfully holding on to their border 
fortress. The battle is the bloodiest in North America during the Seven Years’ War and a disaster 
for the British. 

26 July. The British army besieging the French fortress of Louisbourg launces a final attack 
which forces the French to surrender and hand over the fortress to the British. From the fortress, 
the British are able to launch new attacks on French settlements across Acadia and expel the 
French inhabitants of the territory en masse. 

25 August. The advancing Russian army which now firmly holds all of eastern Prussia reaches 
eastern Brandenburg, but is halted by the Prussian army in the Battle of Zorndorf.  

14 October. A numerically superior Austrian army decisively defeats the Prussian army under 
Frederick the Great in the Battle of Hochkirch in Saxony. 

Swedish biologist and explorer Carl von Linné (Carolus Linnaeus) publishes his Systema 
naturae which lays the foundation for modern system of taxonomy and classification of species. 

1759
12 August. The numerically superior Russian and Austrian armies together crushingly defeat the 
Prussian army in the huge Battle of Kunsersdorf just east of the Prussian capital Berlin, leaving 
the Prussian army shattered and the road to Berlin open – however, instead of taking the chance 
of attacking and taking the Prussian capital and thus effectively end the Seven Years’ War, the 
Austrians and Russians choose to retreat towards Saxony. 

13 September. After a three months long siege on the city of Quebec in French Canada during 
the Seven Years’ War, the British army is at last able to capture the city through a decisive 
victory in the large Battle of the Plains of Abraham.  



20 November. The British navy crushingly defeats and destroys the French navy in the Battle of 
Quiberon Bay outside the French west coast, forcing France to effectively give up on continued 
naval warfare during the Seven Years’ War. 

French philosopher Voltaire publishes his satirical and political adventure novel Candide. 

The Winter Palace – the imperial residence in the Russian capital Saint Petersburg – is 
completed under Empress Yelisaveta. 

1760
8 July. The British navy defeats the French navy in the Battle of Restigouche on the river 
Restigouche in French Canada during the Seven Years’ War, forcing the French to retreat. 

31 July. The Electorate of Hanover, backed by British troops, defeats the French army in the 
Battle of Warburg in the centre of the Holy Roman Empire during the Seven Years’ War. 

25 October. King George II of Great Britain dies. He is succeeded on the British throne by his 
grandson George III.  

3 November. The Prussian army defeats the Austrian army in the Battle of Torgau in Saxony. 
The battle is one of the bloodiest of all during the entire Seven Years’ War and very costly to 
both sides.   

16 December. Russian troops capture the city of Kolberg in Prussian Pomerania – the last 
unoccupied Prussian port. The road once again lay open for a full Russian defeat of Prussia.  

1762
5 January. Empress Yelisaveta of Russia dies. She is replaced by Pyotr III (Peter III), grandson 
of Pyotr I. The new Russian emperor, who so far has lived his whole life in the Duchy of 
Holstein, only speaks German, and is a strong supporter of Prussia, calls for Russia’s immediate 
withdrawal from the Seven Years’ War.    

5 May. Russia under Pyotr III and Prussia under Friedrich II sign the Treaty of Saint Petersburg, 
ending their conflict in the Seven Years’ War. According to the treaty, Russia returns to Prussian 
all of the territory it has conquered during the war.     

5 May. Spain, aided by France, launches an invasion of Portugal during the Seven Years’ War, 
while Great Britain comes to Portugal’s defence. 

9 July. The highly unpopular, ill-tempered and mentally unstable new Russian emperor Pyotr 
III is deposed and arrested in a coup d’état led by his own wife, who he has been mentally 
abusing. With strong support from the government, she is declared the new Russian empress as 



Yekaterina II (Catherine II – also known as Catherine the Great). The deposed Peter dies only a 
week later from unknown causes. 

16 July. Hanoverian, British and Prussian troops together defeat a numerically superior French 
army in the Battle of Villinghausen in the western Holy Roman Empire.   

25 August. Spain captures the Portuguese city of Almeida during its invasion of Portugal in the 
Seven Years’ War. 

27 August. Portuguese and British troops together capture the Spanish town of Valencia de 
Alcàntara by the Spanish-Portuguese border in the Battle of Valencia de Alcántara during the 
Seven Years’ War. 

15 September. The British army defeats the French army in the Battle of Signal Hill, forcing 
France to end its occupation of the British city of St. John in Newfoundland in the Seven Years’ 
War.  

29 October. Prussia decisively defeats Austria in the Battle of Freiberg in Saxony. It is the last 
major battle during the Seven Years’ War. 

13 November. With defeat in North America seeming inevitable, France signs the Treaty of 
Fontainebleu with Spain where is cedes all of the Louisiana territory west of the Mississippi 
river as well as the city of New Orleans to the Spanish, to avoid letting it fall into British hands.  

24 November. The invading Spanish army is at last fully driven out of Portugal by the 
Portuguese and British armies.  

French philosopher Jean-Jacques Rousseau publishes his book The Social Contract where he 
discusses how to best organise a society for the benefit of its people. He argues that all people 
should have the right to take part in choosing under which laws they wish to live.    

1763
10 February. The Treaty of Paris ends the conflict in the Seven Years’ War for Great Britain, 
France, Spain and Portugal. France is forced to cede all of Canada and its remaining part of the 
Louisiana territory, as well as the Caribbean islands of Dominica, Grenada, Tobago and Saint 
Vincent and the Grenadines to Great Britain. Spain on their part is forced to cede Florida to 
the British. For France, the treaty is an utter catastrophy – all at once, it loses all of its territory 
in North America except for the small islands of Saint Pierre and Miquelon by the coast of 
Newfoundland, leaving Great Britain as the uncontested hegemon over North America. 

15 February. The Treaty of Hubertsburg ends the conflict between Austria and Prussia in the 
Seven Years’ War, without any border changes being made between them and with Prussia 
keeping Silesia. With this treaty, the Seven Year’s War is completely over on all fronts. 



1764
5 July. A group of Russian soldiers attempt to free the former emperor Ivan VI, imprisoned 
since his infancy. However, the attempt fails and the now 23 years old former emperor is shot 
immediately, while the soldiers are arrested and executed. 

The spinning jenny – a multi spindle spinning frame – is developed by British weaver James 
Hargreaver. It revolutionises the weaving industry and starts the industrialisation of texile 
manufacturing. The invention marks the symbolic start of the Industrial Revolution.   

1765
27 March. Holy Roman emperor Franz I dies. He is succeeded on the throne by his son Joseph 
II, who also becomes co-ruler of Austria together with his mother archduchess Maria Theresa.  

The parliament of the Kingdom of Britain introduces the Stamp Act in its North American 
colonies, requiring that items such as documents, newspapers, magazines, playing cards shall 
be made from tax stamped paper produced in London. The tax is introduced to help pay for the 
increased cost of British troops in North America due to the great extent of the newly conquered 
territories. However, it is immediately immensely unpopular among the British colonialists in 
North America, to the extent that the British parliament is forced to repeal the tax just a year 
later.   

1766
The imperial game park Prater in the Austrian capital Vienna is transformed into a public 
amusement park.  

1768
Under influence from Russian empress Yekaterina II, a new constitution is voted through in the 
Polish-Lithuanian Commonwealth which effectively makes Poland-Lithuania a Russian puppet 
state. In protests, parts of the Polish-Lithuanian nobility creates the Bar Confederation and 
rise up against the increased Russian influence. A civil war begins between noblemen loyal to 
Russia and the Bar Confederation. The Russian loyalists also finds supports from Prussia and 
Austria, while the rebels find support from France.  

Steller’s sea cow (Hydrodamalis gigas) goes extinct due to human hunting – just 27 years after 
first being sighted by Europeans.  

1769 
The expedition of British explorer James Cook maps the coastline of New Zealand 

1770
5 March. Five American colonists are killed by British soldiers when fierce mob protests breaks 
out in Boston, Massachussetts, against unpopular new British legislation in the colony. The 



deaths cause massive outrage throughout the American colonies.  

19 April. British explorer James Cook and his expedition become the first Europeans to reach 
the eastern coast of Australia. 

29 April. James Cook’s expedition makes landfall at Botany Bay, start studying the local 
wildlife, and make their first contact with native Australians.  

22 August. James Cook claims the entire eastern Australian coastline for the British Empire. 

1771
A great plague pandemic breaks out in Moscow, causing mass panic. The harsh measures to 
contain the plague, including quarantines and destruction of property without compensation, 
causes violent riots in the city. 

1772
10 May. In an attempt to curb extensive smuggling between Great Britain and its American 
colonies, as well as gather more taxes and increase the revenues of the struggling British East 
India Company, the British parliament passes the Tea Act, granting the East India Company 
the right to free of duty directly export tax laden tea to North America. Despite the fact that 
tea imported from the East Indian Company despite the new taxes will actually be cheaper 
than the smuggled tea, the colonists in North America heavily protests against the new tea tax, 
demanding not to be taxed without first gaining direct colonial representation in the British 
parliament. 

22 September. The Bar Confederation is defeated in the Polish-Lithuanian Commonwealth, 
ending the civil war. Pointing to the civil war, the ”Polish anarchy” and decades of inefficient 
government in the commonwealth, Yekaterina II of Russia, Friedrich II of Prussia and Maria 
Theresa of Austria argue for the need of foreign influence in Poland-Lithuania for the sake of 
stability in eastern Europe and pushes forward the First Partition of Poland. Russia annexes part 
of easternmost Poland, including the city of Vitebsk. Prussia annexes all of Royal Prussia (West 
Prussia) except the city of Gdansk (Danzig), for the first time creating a contiguous Prussian 
state from Brandenburg and Silesia all the way to East Prussia. And Austria annexes the south 
Polish region of Galicia including the city of Lwow (Lemberg). In total, Poland-Lithuania loses 
half its population and 30 percent of its territory in the catastrophic partition. 

16 December. The British Tea Act is fiercely rejected in all of its American colonies and 
abandoned – except for in Massachussetts, where the governor is determined to keep importing 
the taxed tea. In protest, a large group of colonists disguised as Native Americans enter the 
British merchant ships in the harbour of Boston, and dumps more than 300 chests of tea into the 
sea. It becomes known as the Boston Tea Party.    



1774
19 April. The French crown prince Louis marries the Austrian archduchess Maria Antonia 
(in France known as Marie Antoinette) of the House of Habsburg – the daughter of Austrian 
archduchess Maria Theresa and former Holy Roman emperor Franz I, and sister of current Holy 
Roman emperor Joseph II. 

10 May. King Louis XV of France dies. He is succeeded on the throne by his grandson crown 
prince Louis, who becomes Louis XVI. 

20 May. The British parliament passes the Massachussetts Government Act in order to punish 
the colony the colony for the Boston Tea Party. The act heavily increases the power of the 
colony’s British-appointed governor, declares that the upper house of the Massachussetts 
legislative assembly from now on will be directly appointed by the British, and forbids town 
meetings without consent from the governor. The act however only further increases the outrage 
of the colonists.    

5 September. Twelve British colonies in North America convene together in the First 
Continental Congress, held in Philadelphia. The congress decide to appeal to the British crown 
to redress the colonial grievances, and to consider economic boycott of British trade if their 
grievances are not met.

German writer and poet Johann Wolfgang von Goethe publishes his novel The Sorrows of 
Young Werther. The tragic novel helps spark off the Romantic movement in Europe – as well as 
a wave of suicides among unhappy lovesick young men across the continent.  

1775
19 April. A full-scale rebellion breaks out among American colonists in Massachussetts, forcing 
the British into a miltary response – thus starting the American Revolutionary War. The first 
battles take place in Lexington and Concord, with the British winning the former and the 
Americans the latter. 

17 June. The British army defeats the troops of the American colonists in the Battle of Bunker 
Hill during the American Revolutionary War. 

31 December. American forces attack the city of Quebec in British Canada, starting the Battle of 
Quebec. The Canadian colonists opts to stay loyal to the British and not to join in the American 
rebellion. Together, the British and colonial Canadian forces decisively fight the Americans 
back. 

The Watt steam engine is developed by British inventor and engineer James Watt, marking an 
important milestone in sparking off the Industrial Revolution. 



1776
10 May. Representatives of the rebellious American colonies gather at the Second Continental 
Congress.   

4 July. The Second Continental Congress of rebellious British colonies in North America adopts 
the Declaration of Independence, together creating the independent United States of America, 
consisting of thirteen states – Connecticut, Delaware, Georgia, Maryland, Massachussetts, 
New Hampshire, New Jersey, New York, North Carolina, Pennsylvania, Rhode Island, South 
Carolina and Virginia. Among the 56 signatories on the declaration are John Hancock and 
John Adams for Massachussetts, Thomas Jefferson for Virginia and Benjamin Franklin for 
Pennsylvania.  

27 August. The British army defeats the American army under general George Washington 
in the Battle of Long Island outside of New York City. It is the largest battle during the entire 
American Revolutionary War.  

16 September. The American army under general George Washington defeats the British army 
in the Battle of Harlem Heights in New York City. 

11 October. The British navy defeats the American fleet in the Battle of Valcour Island. 

28 October. The British army, supported by troops from the German Landgraviate of Hesse-
Kassel, defeats the American army in the Battle of White Plains north of New York City, forcing 
the Americans to retreat towards New Jersey. 

25 December. After crossing the Delaware river,  American general George Washington takes 
the Hessian garrison in Trenton by complete surprise in the Battle of Trenton, and manages to 
capture almost the entire Hessian force, heavily boosting American morale. 

Scottish economist and philosopher Adam Smith publishes his book On the Wealth of Nations 
where he presents his theories in support of a free market economy guided by an ”invisible 
hand”. The books marks the foundation for libertatian economic thought and modern capitalism.

French inventor Claude de Jouffroy builds the first steam-powered boat. 

1777
6 August. The British army supported by natives from the Iroquois, Mohawk and Seneca tribes 
just barely defeat the American army supported by the native Oneida tribe.      

11 September. The British army, supported by troops from the Landgraviate of Hesse-Kassel, 
defeats the American army under general George Washington in the Battle of Brandywine in 
Delaware.     



19 September. The British army wins a very constly victory in the First Battle of Saratoga 
against the American army, suffering very heavy casualties.    

4 October.  The British army, supported by troops from the Landgraviate of Hesse-Kassel, 
defeats the American army under general George Washington in the Battle of Germantown in 
Pennsylvania. 

7 October. The American army decisively defeats the British army in the Second Battle of 
Saratoga, forcing the British to temporarily withdraw. 

1778
6 February. King Louis XVI of France signs the Franco-American Treaty with the United States 
of America, promising to assist the Americans in their independence struggle against the British. 

1779
14 February. British explorer James Cook is killed by natives on Hawaii. 

16 July. American troops defeat the British troops in the Battle of Stony Point north of New 
York City in the American Revolutionary War. 

The Tiergarten next to the imperial summer palace Schonbrunn in the Austrian capital Vienna 
opens to the public as the world’s first public zoological garden. 

The photosynthesis of plants is discovered by Dutch biologist Jan Ingenhousz.

1780
29 November. Archduchess Maria Theresa of Austria, dies, leaving her son Joseph II as the sole 
ruler of Austria and the Holy Roman Empire. 

1781
15 March. The British army defeats the American army in the Battle of Guilford Court House in 
North Carolina during the American Revolutionary War, but suffers very heavy casualties.

5 September. In aid of their American allies, the French navy defeats the British navy in the 
Battle of Chesapeake near Chesapeake Bay.   

Moral philosopher Immanuel Kant from Konigsberg in Prussia publishes his work Critique 
of Pure Reason on the relationship between reason and human experiences, a work that 
revolutionises philosophical thinking.   

The city of Los Angeles is founded in the Spanish colony of California. 



1782
12 April. The British navy defeats the French navy in the Battle of the Saintes by the Caribbean 
island of Dominica during the American Revolutionary War. 

The play The Robbers by German playwright Friedrich Schiller premieres. 

1783
8 June. The volcano Laki erupts violenty in Iceland and covers the island in a dark mist of 
volcanic gases and ashes which poisons the air, lifestock and crops. A fourth of Iceland’s entire 
population dies from starvation and poisoning, as does half of the island’s horses and 80 percent 
of its sheep. 

3 September. The American Revolutionary War ends with the Treaty of Paris. The Kingdom of 
Great Britain agrees to recognise the full independence of the United States of America, and the 
borders between the United States and British Canada are settled. With the treaty, Great Britan 
also cedes the Mediterranean island of Minorca to the Kingdom Spain.

1784
The prehistoric flying reptile Pterodactylus is described by Italian scientist Cosimo Alessandro 
Collini, from fossils found in Bavaria.   

1785
French nobleman Marquis de Sade writes his shocking, sadistic erotic novel The 120 Days of 
Sodom while imprisoned in the Bastille fortress in Paris.  

1786
1 May. The opera The Marriage of Figaro by composer Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart from the 
Archbishopric of Salzburg premiers in the Austrian capital Vienna. 

17 August. King Friedrich II of Prussia dies. He is succeeded in the throne by his nephew 
Friedrich Wilhelm II (Frederick William II). 

British mechanical engineer Andrew Melkie invents the threshing machine. 

1787
17 September. The constitution of the United States of America is signed. 

29 October. The opera Don Giovanni by Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart premieres in Vienna. 

Freed African slaves from London establishes the the settlement of Freetown on the West 
African coast. 



1788
Sydney is founded as the first European settlement in Australia.  

Composer Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart composes his Symphony No. 40.

Scottish poet Robert Burns writes the poem Auld Lang Syne.

1789 
30 April. George Washington, former general in the American Revolutionary War and one of 
the signers of the American declaration of independence, is elected as the first president of the 
United States of America. 

5 May. In light of an impending financial and political crisis and amidst strong public discontent 
in the kingdom, French king Louis XVI is forced to call for a meeting of the Estates-General in 
the city of Versailles, near the grounds of his Versailles Palace, to settle the issues. It is the first 
meeting of the Estates-General since 1614. The assembly consists of 303 members from the 
First Estate (clergy), 282 members from the Second Estate (noblemen) and 578 members from 
the Third Estate (supposed to represent the rest of the population but almost entirely consisting 
of local officials, lawyers, wealthy land owners and merchants). The Third Estate is however 
informed that votes in the new Estates-General will be counted according their power – not 
by number of individuals. This outrages the Third Estate, and immediately throws the new 
assembly into deadlock.     

13 June. With the notion of being grossly misrepresented in the Estates-General, the members 
of the  Third Estate create their own National Assembly, declaring that the new assembly will 
not be of the estates but of the people.

20 June. In an attempt to stop the new French National Assembly from convening, king Louis 
XVI closes down their their meeting hall, and procede to lock them out of the negotiations of 
the Estates-General. The assembly, led by Jean-Sylvain Bailly, then instead decide to gather at 
a nearby indoor tennis court. And as they now fear for their lives, they together decide to swear 
the Tennis Court Oath, promising eachother not to separate, and to meet wherever required, 
until a new constitution has been established in the kingdom.    

12 July. King Louis XVI of France dismisses his finance minister Jacques Necker who has been 
supportive of the cause of the Third Easte, and gather more Royal troops to Versailles where the 
National Assembly is meeting. As news of these events reach Paris and notions spread that the 
king would try to shut down the National Assembly, great demonstrations and riots break out 
among the general public throughout the city, ending in violent clashes between civilians and 
the royal troops desperately trying to keep order.

14 July. With the aim of finding weapons and ammunition to aid in the revolt protesting the 
king’s plan to shut down the National Assembly, a huge mob of nearly a thousand people 



marches to the Bastille in central Paris and attempts to storm it. The old fortress, whose primary 
function now is of holding political prisoners specifically, is a potent symbol of royal oppression 
to the crowds despite being nearly empty of prisoners at this point. As the mob attacks the 
fortress and starts to fire at it with guns and canons, the guards of the fortress respond, but are 
eventually stopped by the fort’s governor Bernard-René de Launay, who fears a massacre. As 
he capitulates the fort, the huge mob strorms and completely occupies it. Several guards are 
lynched, and de Launay himself is brutally beaten and stabbed to death, after which his head 
is sawed off and placed on a pike and parade around the streets by the mob in triumph. News 
of the events in Paris and the fall of the Bastille very soon spread far beyond the city, where it 
causes new local uprisings to occur, and soon the entire country is in revolution. 

15 July. After having been reached by the news of the brutal storming of the Bastille, the king 
asks his troops to stand down, announcing that he will listen to the demands of the revolters. 
Jean-Sylvain Bailly, the instigator of the Tennis Court Oath, is elected as the new mayor of 
Paris. 

4 August. The National Assembly, now the official parliament of France, abolishes feudalism in 
the country. 

26 August. The French parliament publishes its Declaration of the Rights of Man. 

5 October. In response to a harsh economic situation and bread shortage in revolutionary Paris, 
and after feeling that they are not being listened to by the governor, 7,000 women together 
decide to march directly to the Versailles Palace and talk to the king, tell him to stop trying to 
block the new parliament, and bring him with them back to the city. When reaching the palace, 
the palace guards try to stop them from entering but are overrun by the women, who kill several 
of the guards and take king Louis XVI and queen Marie Antoinette hostage. 

6 October. After being taken hostage, French king Louis XVI and queen Marie Antoinette are 
forced to leave the Versailles Palace and go with the mob of 7,000 women back to Paris. Once 
in the city, they are installed in the Tuileries Palace and de facto held as prisoners, although 
Louis XVI is till the official head of state.  

27 October. Brabantian Catholics in the Austrian Netherlands rise up against new religious 
liberalisations and tolerance decreed by Austrian emperor Joseph II. The rebels manage to 
gather into an army and defeat the Austrian troops in the Battle of Turnhout. As news of the 
victory spreads, rebellions against Austrian rule break out all across Brabant and Flanders.    
  
20 December. The massive revolt in the Austrian Netherlands at last forces the Austrian troops 
to completely abandon the region, and the states of Brabant and Flanders together create the 
new independent United Belgian States. 

British philosopher Jeremy Bentham publishes his work An Introduction to the Principles of 



Morals and Legislation where he argues for ethical principles based on utilitarianism – the 
principle of always choosing that alternative which produces the greatest amount of pleasure 
and the least amount of pain. 

British Romantic poet and illustrator William Blake publishes his poetry collection Songs of 
Innocence. 

1790
26 January. The opera Cosi van Tutte by Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart premieres in Vienna. 

20 June. King Louis XVI of France along with queen Marie Antoinette and their children escape 
the Tuileries Palace dressed as servants and flees towards the border of the Holy Roman Empire 
where Marie Antoinette’s brother Joseph II is emperor. 

21 June. French king Louis XVI, queen Marie Antoinette and their children are caught in the 
village of Varennes in eastern France and brought back to Paris. Their escape quickly turns 
public opinion against them as deserters and traitors to the revolution. 

22 September. Austrian troop return to the newly self-declared United Belgian States, and 
crushingly defeat the Belgian troops in the Battle of Falmagne. 

30 September. Joseph II, Holy Roman Emperor and Archduke of Austria, dies. He is succeeded 
by his younger brother Leopold II. 

3 December. Austrian troops take the Belgian capital Brussels, thus reincorporating the 
Southern Netherlands under Austrian rule and ending the independence of the United Belgian 
States.   

1791
4 March. Vermont joins the United States of America as the country’s 14th state. 

3 May. A new constitution is passed in the Polish-Lithuanian Commonwealth, with the purpose 
of ending the near anarchy of the country as well as curbing the large Russian influence over the 
country’s politics. A more democratic constitutional monarchy is introduced with elements of 
political equality between townspeople and nobility, peasants are placed under the protection of 
the government, and the veto of the noblemen in the parliament is abolished.  

21 August. African plantation slaves in the French Caribbean colony of Saint-Domingue 
(present-day Haiti) on the island of Hispaniola begin a wide rebellion against their French 
masters, soon escalating into a civil war between African and Europeans. Within only few 
weeks, the rebellion is joined by about 100,000 slaves, 4,000 Europeans on the island are killed 
and hundreds of plantations destroyed. Spain, who owns the colony of Santo Domingo (present-
day Dominican Republic) on the eastern part of the island of Hispaniola, decide to invade Haiti 



and fight on the side of the Africans, in hope of taking over the island entirely. 

3 September. A new constitution is adapted in France, according to which king Louis XVI 
will share the power in France with the new parliament, but gets to keep his royal veto and the 
ability to elect ministers. 

30 September. The opera The Magic Flute by Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart premieres in Vienna. 

5 December. Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart dies from illness at age 35. 

26 December. British Canada is split into two separate provinces – the English-speaking Upper 
Canada (present-day Ontario) and the French-speaking Lower Canada (present-day Quebec).  

Homosexuality is legalised in France.

Austrian composer Joseph Haydn writes his Symphony No. 94 – also known as the ”Surprise 
Symphony”. 

The Brandenburg Gate is built in the Prussian capital Berlin, commissioned by king Friedrich 
Wilhelm II. 

1792
1 March. Leopold II, Holy Roman emperor and archduke of Austria, dies. He is succeeded by 
his son Franz II (Francis II). 

March. In response to the rebellions and chaos in its colony Saint-Domingue, the French 
government grants civil and political rights to all free coloured men in its colonies. 

20 April. After threats of war from Austria, whose archduke is the nephew of French queen 
Marie Antionette, should anything happen to the royal family, and feeling an invasion from 
Austria is near, France decide to act preemtively – it declares war on Austria and invades the 
Austrian Netherlands, where the local resentment against the Austrian rulership is very strong. 

29 March. Swedish king Gustav III is assassinated during a masquerade ball at the royal opera 
house in Stockholm by a conspiracy of noblemen who, inspired by the French Revolution, 
attempts at a coup d’état. The coup attempt is quickly quelled however, and the assassin Jacob 
Johan Anckarstrom is executed.  

10 August. Radical French revolutionaries who wish to end the constitutional monarchy storm 
the  Tuileries Palace in central Paris where king Louis XVI and queen Marie Antionette reside, 
massacre the palace’s Swiss guards and take the royals captive. 

2 September. A massacre of political prisoners, imprisoned clergy and other ”enemies of the 



revolution” begins in Paris under the new radical revolutionary leadership, egged on by radical 
journalists such as Jean-Paul Marat. 

20 September. The French army decisively defeats armies from Austria and Prussia in the Battle 
of Valmy in northeastern France.   

20 September. A new parliament – the French National Convention, is instated after in after 
elections, and a new constitution is written, thus ending a period of anarchy, chaos and killings.  

21 September. The monarchy is fully abolished in France and the First French Republic is 
installed.

British writer, philosopher and women’s rights activist Mary Wollstonecraft writes A 
Vindication of the Rights of Women where she argues for a social order based on reason, where 
both men and women are treated as rational beings – further arguing that if women seems 
intellectually inferior to men, it is due to lack of equal opportunity in education, not because of 
inherent biology.    

1793
21 January. Former French king Louis XVI is executed, beheaded by guillotine, on the Place 
de la Concorde near the gardens of the Tuileries Palace in central Paris. The execution of the 
king immediately unites all other countries in Europe against France. Austria and Prussia, who 
are already at war with France, are now joined by Great Britain, the Dutch Republic, Spain and 
others – the War of the First Coalition begins.    

23 January. Unwilling to give up on Russia’s strong influence in the Polish-Lithuanian 
Commonwealth and therefore unable to accept the country’s recent reforms, Russia invades and 
after brief war occupies Poland-Lithuania. To punish Poland-Lithuania and ensure continued 
Russian influence, Russian empress Yekaterina II carries out the Second Partition of Poland, 
between Russia and its ally Prussia led by king Friedrich Wilhelm II. Russia annexes all of 
eastern Poland-Lithuania from northern Belarus to central northern Ukraine, including the cities 
of Minsk and Zhytomyr. Prussia annexes the province of Greater Poland, including the cities of 
Poznan (Posen) and Torun (Thorn), as well as the city of Gdansk (Danzig), which had been the 
last Polish exclave in West Prussia.    

March. An uprising breaks out in the Vendée region in south of the river Loire in western 
France. The inhabitants of the region revolt against the new imposed republican rule in the 
country, the persecution of clergy by the revolutionaries and the new forced conscriptions for 
the military, and wish to see the monarchy reinstated. The revolutionary army immediately 
violently respond against the uproar.    

18 March. Austria and the Dutch Republic defeats the French army in the Battle of Neerwinden 
in the Austrian Netherlands during the War of the First Coalition. 



6 April. The Commity of Public Safety, led by the lawyer Maximilien Robespierre, is created in 
Paris in order to protect France against internal rebellions and foreign attacks. Instead, it leads 
to a Reign of Terror where Robespierre receives nearly dictatorial power, with mass executions 
of anyone who is in any way suspected of being against the regime. Within a year, more than 
40,000 persons will be executed – more than 15,000 of those by the guillotine on the Place de la 
Concorde. 

24 June. A new constitution is adapted, which declare universal male suffrage in the republic.

3 July. Louis, the eight year old son of the former French royals Louis XVI and Marie 
Antoinette is taken from his mother and imprisoned at the Temple, a fortress in central Paris, out 
of fear that royalist supporters will try to make him the new king after his father’s execution.   

13 July. The radical and bloodthirsty journalist Jean-Paul Marat is murdered by Charlotte 
Corday, supporter of a more moderate and less violent branch of the revolution – however, the 
murder only leads to further radicalisation and summary executions ordered by the Commity of 
Public Safety. Corday herself is executed by guillotine four days later, on the 17th of July.

10 August. The Louvre Museum opens to the public inside the Louvre Palace in Paris. 

8 September. The French army defeats the British army in the Battle of Hondschoote on the 
border between France and the Austrian Netherlands during the War of the First Coalition. 

16 October. Former French queen and Austrian princess Marie Antoinette is executed by 
guillotine in the Place de la Concorde.   

23 December. The revolt in the Vendée is crushingly defeated by the revolutionary army in the 
Battle of Savenay. After the battle, most of the Vendée army is executed by the revolutionary 
army, while those Vendéeans who manage to escape the battlefield are hunted down by the 
revolutionary troops across the nearby villages and countryside and massacred.  

1794
4 February. The French government under Maximilien Robespierre abolishes slavery in France 
and all of its colonies. 

6 May. Touissant Louverture, leader of the slave rebellion in Saint-Domingue, together with his 
army of now all  freed slaves, decide to join the French army in the fight against the Spanish 
invaders in Haiti. Soon, the French and their former slaves have together forced the Spanish out 
of Haiti, and Louverture is appointed governor over the island by the French. 

18 May. The French army defeats the armies of Austria and Great Britain in the Battle of 
Turcoing on the border between France and the Austrian Netherlands. 



26 June. The French army decisively defeats the Austrian, British and Dutch armies in the 
Battle of Fleurus in the Austrian Netherlands during the War of the First Coalition. The crushing 
defeat forces the coalition troops to retreat from the Austrian Netherlands, leaving them under 
complete French occupation.  

28 July. Maximilien Robespierre is executed by guillotine in the Place de la Concorde in Paris, 
thus ending the Reign of Terror in France.  

4 November. Russian troops invade the Polish-Lithuanian Commonwealth following a new 
Polish uprising against the Russian influence over the country and utterly defeats the Polish 
forces in the Battle of Praga, a suburb of the Polish-Lithuanian capital Warsaw, effectively 
crushing the revolt. After the battle, the Russian troops procede to brutally slaughter, torture and 
rape civilians inside of Praga. The news of the brutal massacre inside the city severely tarnishes 
the rumour of the Russian army throughout Europe. 

5 November. The Russian army enters the Polish-Lithuanian capital Warsaw – the entire contry 
is now under direct Russian control. 

British Romantic poet William Blake publishes his poetry collection Songs of Experience, 
including poems such as The Tyger, The Garden of Love and Earth’s Answer.

1795
19 January. The French army occupies the Dutch Netherlands and declares the new democratic 
Batavian Republic – a French client state. The Dutch general public, tired of the unrest and 
corruption of their own government, overwhelmingly welcome the French as liberators. 

27 January. Louis, the son of Louis XVI and Marie Antoinette, dies in imprisonment from 
illness and neglect at age ten. 

14 July. La Marseillaise is adopted as the national anthem of France. 

24 October. With the Polish-Lithuanian Commonwealth fully under Russian control, Russian 
empress Yekaterina II and her allies the Prussian king Friedrich Wilhelm II and Austrian 
archduke Franz II decide to completely eliminate Poland-Lithuania once and for all, dividing 
the remainder of the country between them in the Third Partition of Poland. Russia annexes 
the eastern part of the country including Lithuania and Belarus, with the cities of Vilnius, Brest 
and Liepaja. Prussia annexes western Masovia including the Polish capital Warsaw, as well as 
territories east of East Prussia. Austria annexes southern and eastern Masovia as well as Lesser 
Poland, including the city of Krakow (Krakau). Thus Poland-Lithuania completely ceases to 
exist as an independent state.  

2 November. The Directory is istalled as the new government of France, administered as a 



collective leadership by five directors.  

16 November. King Friedrich Wilhelm II of Prussia dies. He is succeeded on the throne by his 
son Friedrich Wilhelm III (Frederick William III). 

23 November. The French army defeats the armies of Austria and the Kingdom of Sardinia 
in the Battle of Loano in Liguria in northern Italy during the War of the First Coalition. The 
victory opens up for further French advancement into Italy. 

The Mississippi Territory is ceded by the Kingdom of Spain to the United States of America. 

The death penalty is abolished in France.

1796
9 January. 17-year- old Marie Thérèse – the only surviving child former French king Louis XVI 
and Queen Marie Antoinette after the French Revolution – arrives in safety with her Habsburg 
relatives in Vienna, Austria. 

12 April. The French army under general Napoleon Bonaparte defeats the armies of Austria 
and Sardinia in the Battle of Montenotte in Liguria in northern Italy during the War of the First 
Colalition. 

21 April. The French army under Napoleon Bonaparte crushingly defeats the army of the 
Kingdom of Sardinia in the Battle of Mondovi in northern Italy during the War of the First 
Coalition. This means the full capitulation of Sardinia and lets the French Republic occupy all 
of northerwestern Italy. 

4 July. The French army under Napoleon Bonaparte lays siege on the Austrian garrison at 
Mantua in central northern Italy. 

4 September. The army of the French Republic defeats the Austrian army in the Battle of 
Rovereto in central northern Italy. 

19 October. The Austrian army defeats the French army in the Battle of Emmendingen in 
southwestern Germany. 

15 November. The French army under Napoleon Bonaparte defeats the Austrian army in the 
large Battle of Arcole in northeastern Italy. 

17 November. Empress Yekaterina II of Russia dies. She is succeeded on the throne by her son 
Pavel I (Paul I). 

The Kingdom of Great Britain annexes the South Asian island of Ceylon from the Dutch 



Republic.

1797
2 February. The besieged Austrian garrison at Mantua in central northern Italy is at last forced 
to capitulate to the French army. The capitulation of the garrison leaves the road open for the 
French army to enter into Austria – the French make their headquarters in Klagenfurt while 
preparing for taking Vienna. 

4 March. John Adams becomes the second president of the United States of America. 

18 April. With the French army within reach of their capital Vienna, Austria is forced to sue 
for an armistice through the Treaty of Leoben. The treaty forces Austria to cede the Austrian 
Netherlands, as well as Lombardy in northern Italy, to the French Republic.  

17 May. The French army occupies the Republic of Venice, which surrenders unconditionally. 
France gives the eastern part of the Venetian territory to Austria, and keeps the western part for 
itself. Thus the more than a thousand years old Republic of Venice comes to an end. 

18 October. Peace is declared between France and Austria with the Treaty of Campo Formio, 
which makes permanent the agreement in the Treaty of Leoben, ending the War of the First 
Coalition.  

Spanish painter Francisco Goya paints The Nude Maja.

1798
15 February. The French army invades Rome, deposes pope Pius VI, disbands the Papal States, 
and declares the new French revolutionary client state of the Roman Republic. 

5 March. After revolution breaks out among the people of the Swiss Condfederacy against their 
rulers, inspired by the revolution in France, the French army decides to intervene in favour of 
the revolutionaries – Switzerland is quickly overrun by the French troops and its government 
surrenders unconditionally. The French invasion of Switzerland causes Austria to declare the 
War of the Second Coalition and Russia joins the war as Austria’s ally.  

12 April. The new Helvetic Republic is declared in Switzerland, as a French revolutionary client 
state.

11 June. The French army of Napoleon Bonaparte conquers the strategically important 
Mediterranean islands of Malta from the Christian knights of the Order of Saint John. The 
knights are expelled from the islands and forced to take refuge in Rome. 

21 July. The army of Napoleon Bonaparte decisively defeats the army of the Ottoman Empire in 
the Battle of the Pyramids outside of Cairo in Egypt.



3 August. The British navy under Horatio Nelson sinks the French fleet in the Battle of the Nile 
in Egypt. 

British cleric and scholar Thomas Malthus publishes his work An Eassy on the Principle of 
Population where he warns that the current human population growth is unsustainable, and that 
it sooner or later will lead to famine and disease, as the planet’s resources are finite.    

1799
21 March. The French army marches from the Helvetic Republic into the Holy Roman empire, 
but is forced to retreat after being beaten by the Austrian army in the Battle of Ostrach – the first 
battle of the War of the Second Coalition. 

7 June. The Austrian army enters the Helvetic Republic and defeats the French army in the First 
Battle of Zurich.  

25 July. The French army led by Napoleon Bonaparte completely crushes the army of the 
Ottoman Empire in the Battle Abukir in Egypt, forcing the Ottomans to flee in panic. 

The Rosetta Stone is discovered in Egypt by the French troops under Napoleon Bonaparte. 

26 September. The French army completely crushes the Russian and Austrian armies in the 
Second Battle of Zurich, forcing the Russians and Austrians to flee. 

30 September. Rome is taken over by troops from the Kingdom of Naples, who are greeted 
as liberators, ending the French occupation. The Papal States are restored and Pope Pius VI is 
reinstated.   

9 November. Napoleon Bonaparte returns from Egypt to France, where he carries out a coup 
d’état against the Directory government and installs the new French Consulate in its place, 
with himself as its leading consul. As consul, he makes the Tuileries Palace his new official 
residence. 

10 December. France under Napoleon Bonaparte introduces the standardised metric and 
kilogram measurements systems, invented by mathematicians in the aftermath of the French 
Revolution, as the country’s official measurement system. The metric system will subsequently 
be introduced in all parts of Europe that come under French occupation.   

14 December. George Washington, the first president of the United States of America, dies. 

The Russian Empire claims Alaska as a Russian colony. 

The Dutch East India Company is dissolved and the Dutch East Indies (present-day Indonesia) 



are established as a colony under the Dutch state. 

1800
May. In a move to take the Austrian army by surprise, Napoleon Bonaparte and the army of the 
French Republic daringly crosses the Alps and reaches the valley of the river Po in northern 
Italy.  

14 June. The French army under Napoleon Bonaparte crushingly defeats the Austrian army at 
the Battle of Marengo near Genoa in northern Italy. 

19 June. The French army defeats the Austrian army in the Battle of Hochstadt in the Electorate 
of Bavaria. 

1 October. Spain cedes the vast Louisiana Territory in North America back to France, as 
Napoleon aims to rebuild the French colonial empire in the Americas.

3 December. The French army under Jean Moreau crushingly defeats the Austrian army in the 
Battle of Hohenlinded near Munich in southern Bavaria during the War of the Second Coalition, 
forcing the Austrian army to retreat. As the French troops start marching against Vienna, Austria 
is forced to sue for peace. 

Physicist and chemist Alessandro Volta from the Duchy of Milan invents the first electric 
battery. 

The bluebuck (Hippotragus leucophaeus) goes extinct. It was a large, long-horned, bluish-grey 
antelope native to southernmost Africa. It disappears due to human hunting. 

1801
1 January. The United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland is created through the Acts of 
Union, as the Kingdom of Ireland becomes fully incorporated into the British unitary state. 

3 January. Former rebel leader for the slave rebellion in Saint-Domingue, Touissant Louverture, 
invades the adjancent Spanish colony of Santo Domingo and manages to free the slaves there. 

9 February. The Treaty of Lunéville ends the war between France and Austria. In the very 
costly peace, Austrian archduke and Holy Roman emperor Francis II is forced to cede all of the 
empire’s territories west of the river Rhine to, as well as its north Italian territory of Lombardy, 
to the French Republic.   

4 March. Thomas Jefferson becomes the third president of the United States of America.

23 March. Emperor Pavel I of Russia is assassinated by a conspiracy of noblemen. He is 
succeeded on the throne by his son Aleksandr I (Alexander I). 



2 April. In the First Battle of Copenhagen, the British navy under Horatio Nelson decides to 
attack the Danish fleet, which lies at port in the Danish capital Copenhagen, in an effort to force 
the astutely neutral Denmark into joining the British naval blockade against France. Though 
the Danish navy manages to fiercely respond to the British surprise attack, the British are in the 
end successful in destroying much of the Danish fleet and forcing Denmark into joining their 
blockade of France. 

6 July. The navies of France and Spain together manage to defeat the British navy in the First 
Battle of Algeciras outside Gibraltar. 

13 July. The British navy defeats the French and Spanish navies in the Second Battle of 
Algeciras.  

21 July. Touissant Louverture declares himself governor for life over Saint-Domingue and calls 
for full sovereignty from France. 

Composer Ludwig van Beethoven from the Electorate of Cologne composes his Piano Sonata 
No. 14 – also known as the Moonlight Sonata.

Thomas Bruce, the 7th earl of Elgin, gains permission from the Ottoman authorities in Greece 
to remove the marbles of the ancient Parthenon temple at the Acropolis in Athens and transfer 
them to the United Kingdom. In the United Kingdom, the transferred marbles become known as 
the ”Elgin Marbles”.   

1802
26 January. The Italian Republic is created as a French client state from the newly gained 
French territories in northern Italy, with Milan as its capital.  

6 February. After Touissant Louverture’s declaration of sovereignty over the island of Saint-
Domingue, Napoleon Bonaparte lands a massive French invasion force of over 30,000 men 
in the French colony, with the aim of taking full control and reinstate the financially lucrative 
slavery. 

25 March. The Treaty of Amiens completely ends the War of the Second Coalition on all fronts. 

22 May. Touissant Louverture is captured by the French army in Saint-Domingue and sent to 
France where he is imprisoned. 

1803
19 February. After heavy Swiss opposition towards the centralised rule of the Helvetic 
Republic, the republic is dissolved and the Swiss Confederacy with its old self-governing 
cantons is restored, although Switzerland remains a client state of France.  



7 Apil. Touissant Louverture, former rebel leader of Saint-Domingue, dies in prison in France.

30 April. After losing its colony of Saint-Domingue and being unable to reinstate plantation 
slavery on the island, Napoleon Bonaparte decides to completely abandon his plans to reintate 
the French colonial empire in North America and instead focus entirely on the conflict in 
Europe. Thus, he sells the entire vast but costly newly regained Louisian Territory to the United 
States of America through the Louisiana Purchase Treaty. The treaty hands the United States the 
territory of the present-day states of Arkansas, Colorado, Iowa, Kansas, Louisiana, Minnesota, 
Missouri, Montana, Nebraska, North Dakota, Oklahoma, South Dakota and Wyoming – at once 
doubling the size of the country. 

18 November. The Saint-Domingue rebels under their new leader Jean-Jacques Dessalines 
crushingly defeat the remaining French troop in Saint-Domingue in the Battle of Vertière. The 
brutal loss forces the French to completely give up on reclaiming its colony, and the French 
army leaves. 

The Saudi Emirate of Diriyah conquers Mecca and Medina – the holiest cities of Islam – from 
the Ottoman Empire. 

British Romantic poet William Blake writes his Auguries of Innocence.

1804
1 January. Jean-Jacques Dessalines declares the full independence of Saint-Domingue under the 
name of the Republic of Haiti. It is the second country in the Americas behind the United States 
of America to gain full independence.   

January. A territorial dispute in the Caucasus region causes the Russian Empire to invade the 
Persian Empire, starting the Russo-Persian War.  

February. The freed Africans of the now independent republic of Haiti carry out a genocidal 
massacre against the remaining Europeans in the state. The Africans move from house to house 
and torture, rape and kill nearly all Europeans – men, women and children – in total about 5,000 
people.

21 March. The Napoleonic Code is implemented throughout the French Empire, promoting 
equality and justice, prohibiting state privileges based on birth and instituting religious freedom. 

13 May. United States president Thomas Jefferson sends out an expedition led by captain 
Meriwether Lewis and second lieutenant William Clark to map and explore the newly gained 
vast Louisiana Territory. 

18 May. French general Napoleon Bonaparte dissolves the French consulate government and 



declares himself emperor and the sole ruler of France as Napoleon I.

11 July. Alexander Hamilton, the first secretary of the United States treasury, is shot by United 
States vice president Aaron Burr in a pistol duel in Weehawken, New Jersey. Hamilton dies the 
next day from his wounds.  

2 December. Under massive pomp, Napoleon Bonaparte is crowned as Emperor Napoleon I of 
France by Pope Pius VII inside the Notre-Dame Cathedral in Paris. In a display of power and 
secular ideals, Napoleon himself puts the crown on his head, instead of letting the pope do so as 
is custom. 

December. After newly crowned French emperor Napoleon I has created his new Grand Armée 
of 200,000 soldiers, his planned invasion of Great Britain is imminent. To prevent the French 
invasion,  the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland, allied with Austria, Russia and 
Sweden, declares the War of the Third Coalition.

The first steam locomotive begins operation, in the United Kingdom. 

The human population on Earth reaches one billion. 

1805
15 March. The French client state the Italian Republic in northern Italy is transformed into the 
Kingdom of Italy, with French emperor Napoleon himself as king. 

8 October. The French army enters deep into the Holy Roman Empire, reaches the Electorate 
of Bavaria, and meets the Austrian army in the Battle of Wertingen, where the French gain a 
decisive victory. 

14 October. The French army crushingly defeats the Austrian army in the Battle of Elchingen in 
Bavaria. 

20 October. The French army led by Emperor Napoleon I crushingly defeats the Austrian 
army in the Battle of Ulm, forcing the Austrians to retreat and leaving France in full control of 
Bavaria. 

21 October. The British navy under Horatio Nelson crushingly defeats the navies of the French 
Empire and the Kingdom of Spain in the Battle of Trafalgar by the Spanish southern Atlantic 
coast. However, British admiral Horatio Nelson is killed in the battle. 

7 November. The American Lewis and Clark Expedition, now aided by the young Native 
American woman Sacagawea from the Shoshone tribe, reaches the Pacific Ocean in Oregon.  

2 December. The French army under Emperor Napoleon I completely crushes the Austrian and 



Russian armies in the massive Battle of Austerlitz in the southern Kingdom of Bohemia, not far 
from the Austrian capital Vienna. The catastrophic defeat with massive casulties and an army in 
complete dissaray forces Austria to immediately surrender and sue for peace.  

26 December. The Treaty of Pressburg ends the War of the Third Coalition. The treaty is an utter 
catastrophy for Austrian archduke and Holy Roman emperor Francis II. With France in control 
of the vast majority of the territory of the Roman Empire, Francis II decides to fully dissolve the 
thousand years old empire which the Austrian Habsburg Dynasty has ruled for centuries, rather 
than risk it ending up under the rule of Napoleon. Francis II and the Habsburg Dynasty will 
from now on rule only over the Habsburg lands in Austria, Hungary, Croatia and Bohemia, in 
the new Austrian Empire which is created. As a result of the full dissolution of the Holy Roman 
Empire, the statuses of of the electorates of Bavaria, Wurttemberg and Saxony are elevated – 
they now become the Kingdom of Bavaria, the Kingdom of Wurttemberg and the Kingdom 
of Saxony. Bavaria is also given the Austrian provinces of Tyrol and Vorarlberg. The tiny 
principality of Liechtenstein situated between Austria and Switzerland gains full independence. 
Furthermore, Austria is forced to cede its provinces of Venetia, Istria and Dalmatia to the newly 
formed French client state the Kingdom of Italy where Napoleon rules as king. 

Symphony No. 3 by composer Ludwig van Beethoven premieres in the Austrian capital Vienna. 

1806
January. Immediately after the Treaty of Amiens, Great Britain together with Russia, Prussia 
and Sweden begin the War of the Fourth Coalition against France.  

18 January. The British army crushingly defeats the Batavian Republic in the Battle of 
Blaauwberg. The decisive British victory forces the Dutch army to surrender unconditionally 
and cede the entirety of the Cape Colony to the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland. 

16 May. The United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland enacts a naval blockade on the 
French coasts. 

5 June. In order to gain firmer control of the northern Netherlands, French emperor Napoleon 
Bonaparte dissolves the Batavian Republic and replaces it with the Kingdom of Holland under 
the rule of his brother Louis Bonaparte. 

12 July. French emperor Napoleon I forms the Confederation of the Rhine – a confederation 
of all independent German states except Austria and Prussia – on the former territory of the 
dissolved Holy Roman Empire. All states of the new confederation are client states under 
France.  

15 August. French emperor Napoleon I begins the construction of the Arc de Triomphe in Paris, 
as a monument celebrating the French victories and a memorial to those who have died for 
France in the battles. 



14 October. The French army under Napoleon completely crushes the Prussian army in the 
Battles of Jena and Auerstedt.

25 October. The French army under Napoleon enters the Prussian capital Berlin and occupies 
the city.

21 November. In response to the United Kingdom’s naval blockade against France, emperor 
Napoleon enacts the Continental System – a large-scale embargo against British trade. 

Napoleon reintroduces the use of the death penalty in France. 

1807
8 February. The French army defeats the armies of Russia and Prussia in the Battle of Eylau in 
East Prussia. Casualties on both sides are very high. 

14 June. The French army under Napoleon crushingly defeats the Russian army in the Battle of 
Friedland in East Prussia, forcing Russia to surrender. 

9 July. The Treaty of Tilsit ends the War of the Fourth Coalition. The treaty forces the Russian 
Empire to enter into alliance with Napoleon and be part of his Continental System – the trade 
embargo against the United Kingdom. The Kingdom of Prussia on its part loses almost half of 
its territory – much of which is used to recreate a new Polish State, the Duchy of Warsaw, as a 
client state of France. 

2 September. Fearing that neutral Denmark will sway in support of France, the British navy in 
the Second Battle of Copenhagen bombards the Danish capital, killing 5,000 Danish civilians 
and forcing Denmark to surrender. The United Kingdom then seizes the entire Danish fleet as 
its own. Contrary to the British goal, however, Denmark decides to join the war on the side of 
France due to the attack.   

19 October. Due to Portuguese unwillingness to end its trade with the United Kingdom, the 
French Empire and the Kingdom of Spain invades and swiftly occupies the Portuguese capital 
Lisbon without almost any Portuguese violent resistance, and deposes prince regent John VI and 
the Braganza Dynasty from the Portuguese throne. The royal family along with many courtiers 
and nobles immediately flee the country and head for the Portuguese colony of Brazil.  

The United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland abolishes slave trade.

1808
21 February. After Sweden denies a demand from French-allied Russia to close off the Baltic 
Sea to all war ships, the Russian army crosses into Swedish Finland – beginning the Finnish 
War. Within just a few weeks, almost all of Finland is under Russian control. 



29 February. France invades its former ally Spain and captures the city of Barcelona, beginning 
the Peninsular War. 

7 March. The deposed Portuguese royal family arrives in Rio de Janeiro in the Portuguese 
colony of Brazil, where they take up refuge. 

19 March. The Spanish royal guard carries through a coup d’état against king Carlos IV and 
forces him to abdicate in favour of his son Fernando VII (Ferdinand VII). 

23 March. The French army reaches the Spanish capital Madrid and immediately takes full 
control of the city.

2 May. The citizens of Madrid begin a massive, violent revolt against the French occupation, 
killing 150 French soldiers before the revolt is brutally put down by the French army, which 
trample the rioters with their horses. 

3 May. Hundreds of citizens of Madrid are executed by the French occupation forces in 
retalliaton for the revolts on the preceding day. After these incedences, popular revolts break out 
all over Spain.  

6 May. France decides to depose the Spanish king Fernando VII. He is taken captive and 
becomes imprisoned in France. 

6 June. Joseph Bonaparte, brother of Napoleon, is crowned by the French occupiers as new king 
of Spain under the name José I .   

14 June. The Spanish army defeats the French army in the Battle of El Bruc near Barcelona in 
northeastern Spain. 

27 June. The army of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland lands in northern Spain, 
in order to help Spain and Portugal free themselves from the French occupiers.  

14 July. The French army defeats the Spanish army in the Battle of Medina de Rioseco in 
central Spain. 

19 July. The Spanish army crushes the French army in the Battle of Bailén in southern Spain, 
causing the entire French army to collapse among the high casualties and causes the French to 
temporarily abandon its hold over Madrid.

29 July. A numerically superior French army crushes combined Spanish and Portuguese troops 
in the battle of Évora in Portugal, after which the French army goes on to brutally sack the city 
of Évora and slaughter many of its civilians. 



21 August. The armies of the United Kingdom and Portugal decisively defeats the French 
army in the Battle of Vimiero in Portugal, forcing the French army to retreat and later sue for 
armistice.  

30 August. The French army agrees to fully end its occupation of Portugal with the signing of 
the Convention of Sintra. 

25 September. Juntas are created in the Spanish colonies in South America, which refuse to 
accept Joseph Bonaparte as their king. 

23 November. The French army crushingly defeats the Spanish army in the Battle of Tudela in 
Navarre in northern Spain during the Peninsular War. 

30 November. The numerically superior French army led by Emperor Napoleon I decisively 
defeats the Spanish army in the Battle of Segovia just outside Madrid. Immediately after the 
battle, the Spanish capital is once again captured by the French. 

16 December. The French army crushingly defeats the Spanish army in the Battle of Cardadeu 
near Barcelona. 

Symphony No. 5 by composer Ludwig van Beethoven premieres in the Austrian capital Vienna. 

German Romantic writer Johann Wolfgang von Goethe publishes the first part of his tragic play 
Faust. 

British Romantic poet William Blake publishes his poem And Did Those Feet In Ancient Time – 
more commmonly known as Jerusalem.     

Canadian author Lucy Maud Montgomery publishes her children’s novel Anne of Green Gables.

1809
16 January. The British and French armies face off in the Battle of Corunna in northwesternmost 
Spain during the Peninsular War. Following a virtual draw, the French army is able to begin 
marching towards the Portuguese border for a re-occupation of the country. 

4 March. James Madison becomes president of the United States of America. 

13 March. With the Russian army having occupied all of Swedish Finland and the Swedish 
army still retreating, a group of Swedish army officers supported by parliament carry through a 
successful coup d´état against the unpopular king Gustav IV, arresting him and forcing him to 
abdicate the throne. 



28 March. After once again having invaded Portugal, the French army meets the Portuguese 
army in the Second Battle of Porto, in which the French are victorious.  

April. Austria, the United Kingdom, Spain, Sicily and Sardinia together begin the War of the 
Fifth Coalition against France. 

25 May. The United Provinces of Rio de la Plata (in present-day northern Argentina) declares 
sovereignty from Spanish colonial rule. 

6 July. The French, Bavarian and Saxon armies together decisively defeat the Austrian armies 
in the Battle of Wagram. The battle forces Austria to surrender and sue for new peace. Casualty 
rates on both sides are very high. 

28 July. The British army under Arthur Wellesley, the Duke of Wellington, together with the 
Spanish army defeats a French army led by the French-imposed Spanish king José I (Joseph 
Bonaparte) just outside Madrid. The battle ends in a virtual draw and the British and Spanish 
are unable to retake the city.  

19 August. Part of the Russian army marches southwards from the now completely Russian-
occupied Finland into the Swedish province of West Bothnia, while another part of the army 
reaches the province by crossing the Gulf of Bothnia, and together they face the Swedish army 
in the Battles of Savar and Ratan, but are in the end forced back and retreat northwards.  

15 September. The priest Miguel Hidalgo y Costilla starts a revolt against the authorities of 
New Spain (present-day Mexico), protesting the harsh conditions of the people and in particular 
of the Native Americans. With a militia of about 800 men, he begins marching towards Mexico 
City, the capital of New Spain. During the march, the number of militia men swiftly grows to 
several thousands. 

17 September. The Treaty of Nystad ends the Finnish War between Sweden and Russia after 
Sweden surrenders. The treaty is a disaster for Sweden – the country is forced to cede all of 
Finland, as well as the parts Lapland and West Bothnia east of the river Tornio and the Aland 
Islands in the Baltic Sea – in total nearly half of Sweden’s entire territory. Russia’s newly 
gained territories together become the Grand Duchy of Finland, receiving a high degree of 
autonomy within the Russian Empire.     

27 September. The British army under the Duke of Wellington together with the Portuguese 
army defeat the French army in the Battle of Bussaco in northern Portugal. 

14 October. The Treaty of Schonbrunn ends the War of the Fifth Coalition. With the treaty, 
the Austrian Empire is forced to cede Galicia to the Duchy of Warsaw, the Ternopil region to 
Russia, Salzburg to Bavaria – and Carniola (roughly present-day Slovenia), Carinthia and Triest 
directly to France. France also takes over full control of Dalmatia and Istria from its client state 



the Kingdom of Italy, which together with the territories annexed from Austria becomes the 
Illyrian Provinces, an integrated part of the French Empire.  

30 October. The insurgency army of Hidalgo in New Spain, now numbering 80,000, defeats the 
vastly numerically inferior troops of the Spanish army in the Battle of Ocoyacac just outside 
of Mexico City. However, Hidalgo decides not to invade Mexico City itself, deeming his 
insurgency army all too untrained to meet with the large and professional Spanish army there. 

6 December. Insurgency leader Hidalgo in New Spain sets up an alternative government in 
Guadalajara. He abolishes slavery within the territory under his control, and start executing 
inhabitants loyal to the Spanish.    

1810
9 July. Napoleon I fully annexes the Kingdom of Holland into France, completely ending Dutch 
independence.  

1811
25 January. The Spanish army in New Spain conquers and reclaims the city of Guadalajara from 
the insurgency government of Hidalgo, forcing Hidalgo to escape. 

5 March. The British, Spanish and Portuguese armies faces the French army in the Battle of 
Barrosa near Cadiz in southern Spain, ending in a virtual draw.  

21 March. Insurgency leader Hidalgo in New Spain is captured by the Spanish army and 
imprisoned.

14 May. The Spanish South American colony of Paraguay declares full independence from 
Spain. 

16 May. The British, Spanish and Portuguese armies face the French army in the Battle of 
Albuera in western Spain near the Portuguese border, but the battle ends in a draw. 

5 July. The Spanish South American colony of Venezuela declares full independence from Spain 
and enacts its own constitution as a republic. 

20 July. New Granada (present-day Colombia) declares full independence from Spain. 

30 July. Insurgency leader Hidalgo in New Spain is executed in the city of Chihuahua by the 
Spanish authorities after having been sentenced for treason. 

7 November. The United States army defeats Tecumse’s Confederacy – a confederation of 
various Native American tribes led by Shawnee tribe member Tecumseh – in the Battle of 
Tippicanoe 



British Author Jane Austen publishes her novel Sense and Sensibility. 

1812
18 June. Due to trade restrictions caused by the British blockade of France, border disputes 
between the United States and British Canada, and American displeasure with British support 
for Native Americans in the Amerian frontier territories – and taking advantage of the fact that 
much of the British army is being tied up in the war against France in Europe – the United 
States declares war on the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland. 

24 June. In order to compel the Russian Empire to remain within his Continental System against 
the United Kingdom, emperor Napoleon of France begins a great invasion of the Russian 
Empire as he crosses the Neman river from East Prussia into Russia, followed by his Grand 
Army of nearly 700,000 soldiers.

22 July. The British army under the Duke of Wellington together with the Spanish and 
Portuguese armies crushingly defeats the French army in the Battle of Salamanca in western 
Spain, near the Portuguese border.

25 July. The Republic of Venezuela in South America returns to Spanish colonial rule

18 August. The French army under Emperor Napoleon I defeats the Russian army in the Battle 
of Smolensk, forcing the Russians to retreat. Almost the entire city of Smolensk is destroyed 
and burned to the ground during the battle. 

7 September. The French army defeats the Russian army in the vast Battle of Borodino just 
outside Moscow. Of the 250,000 soldiers in the battle, 70,000 are killed.

14 September. Moscow is captured by the French army – but the French finds it almost 
completely empty, as the Russian authorities in advance have ordered the civilians of Moscow 
to evacuate the city and to loot and destroy it as they go, as to deprive the French of any Russian 
food or goods. And lastly, the city’s last Russian defenders set fire the city, attempting to burn 
it to the ground. The French is exhausted and running low, and so finding Moscow empty and 
destroyed and void of supplies is a disaster to the French, who can do nothing else than retreat. 

25 September. The army of the United Provinces of Rio de la Plata defeats the Spanish army in 
the Battle of Tucuman in present-day Argentina. 

13 October. The British army decisively defeats the invading American army in the Battle of 
Queenston Heights in British Upper Canada.  

24 October. After retreating from Moscow, the French army defeats the Russian army in the 
battle of Maloyaroslavets, but are unable to reach a fully decisive victory. The French army 



procedes westwards, but are suffering heavily under the Russian scorched earth tactics which 
makes it impossible to resupply – starvation and disease begins to ravage the army. 

18 November. The Russian army defeats the badly suffering French army in the Battle of 
Krasnoi. 

29 November. The French army is crushingly defeated by the Russian army in the Battle 
of Berezina in westernmost Russia. The battle is a catastrophy for the French army and its 
casualties are massive. 

14 December. Utterly defeated and decimated, Napoleon’s French army leaves Russian territory.

Brothers Jacob and Wilhelm Grimm, linguists and cultural researchers from the Landgraviate of 
Hesse-Kassel in western Germany, publishes the first volume of their Children’s and Household 
Tales – a large collection of old fairy tales and folktales from all German-speaking parts of 
Europe. The collection includes stories such as Snow White, Hansel and Gretel, Rapunzel, 
Rumpelstiltskin, The Frog Prince The Brave Little Tailor, The Wolf and the Seven Young Kids, 
Hans In Luck, The Fisherman and His Wife and The Bremen Town Musicians.

1813
February. Following the catastrophic French loss during its invasion of Russia, the Russian 
Empire forms a new great coalition of the United Kingdom, Austria, Prussia, Spain, Portugal, 
Sweden, Sardinia and Sicily, with the goal of defeating France and Napoleon once and for all, 
beginning the War of the Sixth Coalition. 

2 May. The French army under Napoleon I defeats the armies of Russia and Prussia in the Battle 
of Lutzen in the Kingdom of Saxony.   

17 May. Joseph Bonaparte, king of French-occupied Spain, is forced to evacuate the Spanish 
capital Madrid under pressure from the British, Spanish and Portuguese troops. 

21 June. The British army under the Duke of Wellington together with the Spanish and 
Portuguese armies decisively defeats the French army under José I (Joseph Bonaparte) in the 
Battle of Vitoria in northern Spain, near the French border.

7 August. Venezuelan political and military leaders declare the country’s return to independence 
as the Second Republic of Venezuela.

27 August. The French army defeats the armies of Russia, Austria and Prussia in the Battle of 
Dresden in the Kingdom of Saxony. 

30 August. The armies of Russia, Austria and Prussia together defeat the French army in the 
Battle of Kulm in Bohemia in the Austrian Empire. Both sides suffer heavy casualties. 



5 October. The American army defeats a British army allied with the Native American 
Tecumseh Confederation in the Battle of the Thames in British Upper Canada. Tecumseh 
himself is killed in the battle.

19 October. The French army under Emperor Napoleon I is utterly defeated and crushed in the 
Battle of Leipzig in the Kingdom of Saxony, by an alliance of the armies of the Russian Empire, 
the Austrian Empire, the Kingdom of Prussia and the Kingdom of Sweden, in the largest battle 
in European history thus far – more than 600,000 soldiers take part in the battle. The remnants 
of the French army are forced to flee in haste towards France. 

24 October.With the Treaty of Gulistan, which ends the Russo-Persian War, the Russian Empire 
annexes Azerbaijan, Georgia and Daghestan from the Persian Empire. 

10 November. The British army under the Duke of Wellington together with the Spanish and 
Portuguese armies invades France and defeats the French army in the Battle of Nivelle. 

11 December. Joseph Bonaparte abdicates the Spanish throne and the French rule over Spain 
comes to a complete end. Ferdinand VII is reinstated as king of Spain. 

13 December. The British army under the Duke of Wellington together with the Spanish and 
Portuguese armies defeats the French army in the Battle of the Nive in southern France near the 
Spanish border.

British author Jane Austen publishes her novel Pride and Prejudice.

British Romantic poet Percy Bysshe Shelley writes his essay A Vindication of Natural Diet 
where he argues for a vegetarian diet and points to the barbarity and cruelty of eating animals.

1814
14 January. The Kingdom of Denmark signs the Treaty of Kiel with the Kingdom of Sweden 
and the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland. For the defeated Denmark, which has 
been an ally of France during the latter part of the Napoleonic Wars, the treaty is catastrophic 
– Denmark is forced to cede all of Norway, which has been in Danish possession in more than 
400 years, to the Kingdom of Sweden. It is however given Swedish Pomerania in exchange as 
a slight compensation, and is also allowed to keep the island territories of Iceland, Greenland 
and the Faroe Islands. In addition, Denmark is also forced to cede the small but strategically 
important North Sea island of Heligoland to the United Kingdom.    

27 February.The British army under the Duke of Wellington together with the Portuguese army 
decisively defeats the French army in the Battle of Orthez in soutern France near the Spanish 
border.



27 March. The American army under colonel Andrew Jackson together with Native American 
warriors from the Lower Creek, Cherokee and Croctaw tribes crushingly defeats the warriors 
of the Native American Red Stick Creek tribe, who opposes continued American territorial 
expansion, in the Battle of Horseshoe bend.  

30 March. The allied armies of the Sixth Coalition enters and occupies the French capital Paris. 

4 April. Napoleon I abdicates as French emperor in favour of his three-year-old son Napoleon 
II. 

6 April. The Sixth Coalition denies Napoleon II the right to the French throne.  

10 April. The British army under Arthur Wellesley (the Duke of Wellington) together with the 
Spanish and Portuguese armies faces the French army in the Battle of Toulouse in southern 
France. The battle ends in a draw and an armistice is called, fully ending the Peninsular War. 

11 April. The Treaty of Fontainebleu ends the War of the Sixth Coalition. Napoleon Bonaparte 
is exiled to the small island of Elba by the western coast of Italy, which is to become a 
principality under his sovereign rule.   

29 April. The young former French emperor Napoleon II leaves Paris with his mother Marie 
Louise. They travel to Marie Louise’s native Austria, where they seek the protection of her 
father, emperor Francis I.

17 May. Longing for full sovereignty and refusing to accept the handover of Norway from 
Denmark to Sweden, Norway unilateraly declares full independence with the Danish crown 
prince Christian Frederik as their new king.  

30 May. The Treaty of Paris reinstates the Kingdom of France under the old royal House of 
Bourbon, with Louis XVIII – brother of the deposed and executed Louis XVI – as the new 
French king.  

26 July. Sweden invades Norway as a result of the Norwegian declaration of independence and 
refusal to become part of Sweden. 

14 August. A peace agreement is signed between Sweden and Norway, under which Norway 
will agree to enter into a union with Sweden under the Swedish king, but still gets to keep its 
own new constitution and have full self-rule in all areas except for foreign policy. Thus the 
United Kingdoms of Sweden-Norway is created.   

24 August. British troops decisively defeat the American army in the Battle of Bladenburg just 
outside the American capital Washington. The British then immediately procede into the capital, 
causing the American president to flee the city. The British destroy and burn much of the city 



to the ground, including the White House – the residence of the president – and the Capitol, the 
seat of the American parliamentary congress. A very severe thunderstorm then hits the city, after 
which the British troops decide to return to their ships in Chesapeake Bay and leave.   

3 September. The British navy defeats the American navy in the battle of Hampden outside the 
coast of Maine.

11 September. The American army defeats the British troops in the Battle of Plattsburgh in 
northern New York State, near the Canadian border. The American victory ends the British 
invasion of the northern United States. 

30 December. The Treaty of Ghent is signed, ending the war between the United States of 
America and the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland. According to the treaty all 
borders from before the war will remain unchanged. 

British author Jane Austen publishes her novel Mansfield Park.

Spanish painter Francisco Goya paints The Third of May 1808 of French soldiers executing 
Spanish nationalist rebels during the Peninusular War. 

1815
18 January. The American army under general Andrew Jackson decisively defeats the British 
forces in the Battle of New Orleans in the southern United States. It is the last battle in the war 
between the United States of America and the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland.   

1 March. Napoleon Bonaparte escapes his exile on the island of Elba and travels to Cannes on 
the mainland together with a thousand of his most loyal soldiers.   

5 March. Napoleon Bonaparte arrives at the town of Grenoble in the French Alps, where the 
military regiment serving the new king Louis XVIII instead opts to join Napoleon en masse.

19 March. As Napoleon Bonaparte reaches Paris to the jubilation of the citizens, the French 
army guarding Paris chooses to take the side of Napoleon against the unpopular new king. 
Louis XVIII immediately leaves Paris and takes up exile in the Netherlands, while Napoleon 
once becomes emperor of France. 

20 March. With the return of Napoleon to the French throne, the United Kingdom, Austria, 
Russia, Prussia, Sweden-Norway, the Netherlands, the Ottoman Empire, Spain, Portugal, 
Sardinia, Sicily, Switzerland, Hanover, Nassau and Brunswick all join in the Seventh Coalition. 
Napoleon is declared and outlaw and war is declared against France.   

15 April. The volcano of Mount Tambora on the island of Sumbawa in the Dutch East Indies 
suffers a massive eruption which kills more than 70,000 people. The eruption is so powerful 



that it causes a volcanic winter, temporarily changing the climate of the entire planet. 

9 June. The final act is signed at the Congress of Vienna. The congress, led by Austrian foreign 
minister Klemens von Metternich, is held to decide how to rearrange the borders of Europe 
once Napoleon has been fully defeated, as the more than 20 years of almost constant war have 
dramatically altered the European map. The goal is to make lasting peace through the creation 
of a balance of power between the five great European powers – the United Kingdom, France, 
Russia, Austria and Prussia. The signatories of the act include Austria, the United Kingdom, 
Russia, Prussia, France (representing the government of the deposed king Louis XVIII), 
Spain, Portugal and Sweden. According to the act, a new German Confederation of 38 fully 
independent German states is created, under the presidency of the Austrian emperor, but with 
only parts of the Austrian and Prussian states inside of the confederation. Austria regains Tyrol, 
Salzburg, Carinthia, Carniola, Triest, Istria and Dalmatia, and is also awarded Lombardy-
Venetia (including Milan and Venice). Russia is awarded most of the the Duchy of Warsaw 
which was created by Napoleon. Prussia is richly awarded with the Rhineland, Westphalia, 
the northern part of Saxony, the western part of the Duchy of Warsaw (including Posen), and 
the newly Danish part of Pomerania. The former Dutch Republic and the former Austrian 
Netherlands are united and turned into the new independent United Kingdom of the Netherlands 
under the House of Orange, whose king will also be the new ruler of the Duchy of Luxembourg. 
The Papal States under the pope are restored to their former extent, except for Avignon, which 
is ceded to France. And the Free City of Krakow is created, including the city of Krakow and 
its surroundings, as a self-governing Polish mini state and a protectorate shared between its 
bordering countries of Austria, Russia and Prussia.   

18 June. The allied armies of the United Kingdom (led by the Duke of Wellington), the 
Netherlands, Prussia, Hanover, Nassau and Brunswick together utterly and completely defeat 
the French army under Napoleon in the massive Battle of Waterloo outside Brussels in the 
newly created United Kingdom of the Netherlands. The complete victory of the numerically 
far superior Seventh Coalition completely shatters the new French army, at last bringing the 
Coalition Wars to a full conclusion, after more than twenty years of nearly uninterrupted war.   

22 June. Napoleon once more abdicates as emperor of France in favour of his now four-year-old 
son Napoleon II, who still lives in Austria with his mother. 

7 July. The army of the Seventh Coalition enters the French capital Paris and occupies the city. 
The four-year-old Napoleon II is deposed as emperor of France for the second time.  

8 July. The United Provinces of Rio de la Plata – consisting of northern Argentina and all of 
Uruguay – declare full independence from Spain.  

15 July. Uttery unable to escape, Napoleon Bonaparte hands himself over to the British navy 
and is taken to the United Kingdom.   



17 July. Louis XVIII is reinstated as king of France.   

15 October. Napoleon Bonaparte arrives on the island of Saint Helena, to which he has been 
exiled on decision from the British government. The tiny, barren island which is a British 
colony is situated in the middle of the Atlantic Ocean between Africa and South America, with 
no opportunity to escape. 

16 December. The Portuguese royal House of Braganza under queen regent Maria I, exiled in 
Brazil since Napoleon’s invasion and occupation of Portugal, again ascends as the indisputed 
rulers of Portugal. The status of Brazil is elevated from a colony to an equal part of Portugal 
under the new Kingdom of Portugal, Brazil and Algarves, and the royals decide to stay in Brazil 
and make Rio de Janeiro the new Portuguese capital rather than returning to Europe.  

Linguists and cultural researchers Jacob and Wilhelm Grimm publishes the second volume of 
their German fairy tale collection Children’s and Householm Tales, including tales such as The 
Singing, Springing Lark, Snow White and Rose Red, The Twelve Dancing Princesses, The Blue 
Light and The Goose Girl.   

British author Jane Austen publishes her novel Emma. 

1816
20 February. The opera The Barber of Seville by Italian composer Gioachino Rossini premieres 
in Rome.  

July. The volcanic eruption of Mount Tambora the previous year causes the ”Year Without a 
Summer”. It becomes a gloomy summer with very heavy rains and unusually cold temperatures 
throughout the entire northern hemisphere, destroying harvests and causing widespread famine 
and unrest. 

Thomas Bruce, the 7th earl of Elgin, donates the Elgin Marbles that he has transferred from the 
Parthenon in Athens to the British Museum in London. 

1817 
4 March. James Monroe becomes president of the United States of America. 

18 July. British author Jane Austen dies of illness at age 41.

The romance novel Northanger Abbey by Jane Austen is published posthumously.

British Romantic poet Percy Bysshe Shelley writes his poem Hymn to Intellectual Beauty. 

1818
5 February. Jean-Baptiste Bernadotte – a former marshal in the army of Napoleon Bonaparte – 



becomes the new king of the United Kingdoms of Sweden-Norway under the name Karl XIV 
Johan (Charles XIV John).

12 February. Chile declares full independence from Spain. 

British author Mary Wollstonecraft Shelley – daughter of women’s rights activist Mary 
Wollstonecraft and wife of Romantic poet Percy Bysshe Shelley – publishes her Gothic horror 
novel Frankenstein.

Romantic painter Caspar David Friedrich from Pomerania paints Wanderer Above the Sea of 
Fog. 

1819
24 May. Victoria, future queen regent of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland, is 
born. 

7 August. A pro-indepence army of New Granada under Simon Bolivar decisively defeats the 
Spanish colonial army in the Battle of Boyaca, leading to full control of New Granada for the 
Bolivarian liberation army. 

16 August. The Peterloo Massacre takes place in the United Kingdom, as military cavalry 
charges into a crowd of 80,000 demonstrators with drawn sables. The demonstrators had 
gathered to demand parliamentary reforms in the face of extensive poverty and famine. 15 
civilians are killed up to 700 are injured.

British Romantic poet John Keats writes his poetic odes – Ode on a Grecian Urn, Ode on 
Indolence, Ode on Melancholy, Ode to a Nightingale, Ode to Psyche and To Autumn.   

British Romantic poet Lord Byron publishes the first parts of his extensive satirical poem Don 
Juan.

Spanish painter Francisco Goya paints his dark horror painting Saturn Devouring His Son. 

British author John William Polidori publishes his Gothic horror story The Vampyre.

American author Washington Irving publishes his short story Rip Van Winkle.

1820
3 January. The Missouri compromise is enacted in the United States of America, prohibiting 
slavery in the new Louisiana Territory north of the 36.3rd geographical parallel. 

28 January. The continent of Antarctica is sighted for the first time by the expedition of Russian 
explorer Fabian Gottlieb Thaddeus von Bellinghausen. 



29 January. King George III of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland dies. He is 
succeeded by his son George IV.

24 August. The Liberal Revolution breaks out in the northern Portuguese city of Porto and 
soon spreads peacefully around Portugal. The revolutionaries, finding that Portugal has become 
virtually a colony of Brazil after the royal family’s relocation there, demand their return to 
Portugal, as well as the implementation of liberal reforms.   

British Romantic poet Percy Bysshe Shelley publishes his lyrical drama Prometheus Unbound 
and his poems Ode To the West Wind, To A Skylark and The Cloud. 

British writer Walter Scott publishes his novel Ivanhoe.

American author Washington Irving publishes his short story The Legend of Sleepy Hollow.

1821
22 February. Spain cedes its North American colony of Florida to the United States of America 
through the Adams-Onis Treaty. 

23 February. British Romantic poet John Keats dies from illness at age 25. 

25 March. Revolution against Ottoman rule breaks out in Greece, starting the Greek War of 
Independence. 

5 May. Napoleon Bonaparte dies in exile on the island of Saint Helena.

3 July. In the wake of the Liberal Revolution in Portugal, king John VI returns to Lisbon, which 
is re-established as the capital of Portugal and Brazil. The king’s son Peter stays in Rio de 
Janeiro as ruler over the Brazilian part of the country.  

18 July. Cisplatina (present-day Uruguay) is annexed by Portuguese Brazil from the United 
Provinces of the Rio de la Plata.

28 July. Peru declares full independence from Spain. 

15 September. The independent country of Mexico (formerly New Spain) is fully recognised 
through the Treaty of Cordoba. 

17 December. South American political and miliatry leader Simon Bolivar declares the fully 
independent Republic of Gran Colombia, consisting of present-day Colombia, Venezuela, 
Ecuador and Panama. Bolivar himself becomes its first president. 



The tragic Lion of Lucerne Monument is hewn in the city of Lucerne in Switzerland, in 
commemoration of the Swiss guards who were massacred while protecting the French royal 
family during the storming of the Tuileries Palace by revolutionaries in 1792.     

Romantic poet Percy Bysshe Shelley writes his essay A Defence of Poetry where he claims that 
”poets are the unacknowledged legislators of the world”. 

1822
7 January. The West African colony of Liberia is founded by the American Colonization 
Society, as a settlement for freed African slaves from the United States of America. 

8 July. British Romantic poet Percy Bysshe Shelley drowns in the Gulf of Spezia in the 
Kingdom of Sardinia at age 29. 

12 October. The independent Empire of Brazil is declared under Pedro I, son of Portuguese king 
Joao VI. It is created as a representative, parliamentary constitutional monarchy. 

Austrian composer Franz Schubert composes his Wanderer Fantasy.

1823
1 July. The southernmost parts of the state of Mexico – present-day Costa Rica, El Salvador, 
Guatemala, Honduras and Nicaragua – separate from Mexico and declares independence as the 
Federal Republic of Central America.  

In the wake of the independence of the Spanish colonies in South and Central America, United 
States president James Monroe enacts the Monroe Doctrine, stating that all new European 
efforts of colonising land in the Americas would be seen as an act of agression by the United 
States. At the same time, the president vows not to interfere in neither the already existing 
European colonies in the American nor in the internal affairs of European states. 

Austrian composer Franz Schubert writes his opera Fierrabras.

German author and poet Heinrich Heine publishes his play Alathor: A Tragedy which includes 
the famous quote: ”Where they burn books, they will also burn people.” 

1824
19 April. British Romantic poet Lord Byron dies from illness at age 36. 

7 May. Symphony No. 9 by Composer Ludwig van Beethoven premieres in the Austrian capital 
Vienna.  

16 September. King Louis XVIII of France dies. He is succeeded by his younger brother 
Charles X.



Austrian composer Franz Schubert publishes his song cycle Die Schone Mullerin.

Megalosaurus becomes the first scientifically named non-avian dinosaur after being discovered 
in the United Kingdom. 

1825
4 March. John Quincy Adams becomes president of the United States of America. 

6 August. Upper Peru declares full independence from Spanish rule and takes the name 
Bolivia in honour of the South American independence fighter Simon Bolivar. With the full 
independence of Bolivia, Spain has lost all of its colonies in South America.  

25 September. The Stockton and Darlington Railway opens in the United Kingdom as the 
world’s first public railway.

26 October. The Erie Canal is completed in the American state of New York, thus connecting 
the North American Great Lakes to the Atlantic Ocean. 

1 December. King Aleksandr I of Russia dies. He is succeeded on the throne by his younger 
brother Nikolai I (Nicholas I). 

10 December. The United Provinces of the Rio de la Plata begins the Cisplatine War with Brazil 
in an attempt to regain the lost Cisplatina (present-day Uruguay).  

Iguanodon becomes the second scientifically named non-avian dinosaur after being discovered 
in the United Kingdom. 

1826
10 March. King Joao VI of Portugal dies. He is succeeded on the throne by his son Pedro, the 
emperor of Brazil, as Pedro IV. 

2 May. Emperor Pedro I of Brazil decides to abdicate from the throne of Portugal in favour of 
his eldest daughter, who becomes queen Maria II.  

French inventor Nicéphore Niépce takes the world’s first photography. The photography depicts 
a view of the countryside from a high window at his estate.  

The internal combustion engine is patented by American inventor Samuel Morey. 

The Lion’s Mound memorial is completed at the battlefield of the Battle of Waterloo outside of 
Brussels in the United Kingdom of the Netherlands. 



American author James Fenimore Cooper publishes his novel The Last of the Mohicans.

1827
26 March. Composer Ludwig van Beethoven dies in Vienna, Austria. 

29 March. 20,000 people attend he funeral procession of Ludwig van Beethoven through the 
Austrian capital Vienna.

27 April. London Zoo opens to the public in the British capital. 

20 October. The navies of the United Kingdom, Russia and France come to the aid of Greece 
and defeat the Ottoman navy in the Greek War of Independence. With this support from 
the great powers, the Greek army manages to fully oust the Ottoman troops from the Greek 
mainland. 

1828
11 July. Miguel, the younger brother of Brazilian emperor Pedro I and uncle of Portuguese 
queen Maria II deposes Maria II from the Portuguese throne and replaces her as king Miguel 
I.  The new king imposes a highly unpopular, strictly authoritarian rule, which soon causes the 
country to erupt into an outdrawn civil war between his supporters and the liberal supporters of 
the deposed Maria II.    

27 August. As the Cisplatine War between the Empire of Brazil and the United Provinces of 
the Rio de la Plata, the two parts with British mediation agree to the Treaty of Montevideo, 
a compromise granting full the independence of Cisplatina from both countries as the new 
Republic of Uruguay.

The Black War breaks out between British settlers and the aboriginies of the Australian island of 
Tasmania, leading to the near total extinction of Tasmania’s native population. 

The United States Democratic Party is founded. 

The first fossils of the prehistoric flying reptile Dimorphodon are discovered in Dorset in the 
United Kingdom by fossil collector Mary Anning. 

1829
4 March. Andrew Jackson becomes president of the United States of America. 

3 August. The opera William Tell by Italian composer Gioachino Rossini premieres in Paris. 

The Metropolitan Police Force is founded in London as the world’s first modern police force. 

The world’s first electric motor is built.  



1830
6 April. American religious leader Joseph Smith institutionalises his new founded religion of 
Mormonism by establishishing the Church of Christ of Latter Day Saints.  

28 May. United States president Andrew Jackson passes the Indian Removal Act through the 
American congress. The act seeks to implement the ethnic cleaning of native American tribes 
from their homelands in the eastern United States through their full removal into new areas in 
the interior of the North American continent. This marks the beginning of the Trail of Tears. 
Within a period of about ten years, 60,000 Native Americans of the Cherokee Creek, Choctaw, 
Chickasaw and Seminole tribes are forced to wander from their homelands into the west, with 
up towards 10,000 dying along the way.  

26 June. King George IV of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland dies. He is 
succeeded by his younger brother William IV. 

5 July. France conquers the large North African territory of Algeria, which is declared an 
integral part of France. 

27 July. The July Revolution breaks out in France, as massive crowds of fired-up protesters 
gather in Paris in protest against the highly unpopular new king Charles X who has suspended 
the liberty of the press and severely curtailed religious freedoms in favour of the Catholic 
church. The demonstrations soon break out into riots and violence between civilians and 
soldiers. 

29 July. The Tuileries Palace – the official residence of French king Charles X – is taken over 
by the revolutionaries of the July Revolution. 

2 August. King Charles X of France abdicates the throne and leave for exile in the United 
Kingdom. His cousin, Louis Philippe I succeeds him as king of France, starting the rule of the 
Orléans Dynasty. 

25 August. Revolution breaks out in the southern, formerly Austrian part of the United 
Kingdom of the Netherlands, protesting against the political, economic, religious and linguistic 
dominance of the northern part of the kingdom. 

4 October. The southern part of the United Kingdom of the Netherlands declares independence 
as the new country of Belgium. The new country includes Flanders, southern Brabant, western 
Limburg, Wallonia and western Luxembourg.  

French painter Eugène Delacroix paints Liberty Leading the Nation in commemoration of the 
French July Revolution. 



1831
3 January. The United Provinces of the Rio de la Plata changes its name to Argentina. 

25 January. The Polish part of Russia unilateraly declares independence from the Russian 
Empire, leading to the Polish-Russian War.  

11 March. Pedro I abdicates from the throne of the Empire of Brazil. He is succeeded by his son 
Peter II. 

21 July. Leopold I is declared as the first king of the Kingdom of Belgium. 

8 September. The Polish resistance again Russian rule is completely chrushed in the Battle of 
Warsaw, causing Poland to lose all former self-rule within the Russian Empire.   

19 November. The Republic of Gran Colombia is dissolved into the separate independent 
republics of Colombia (including Panama), Venezuela and Ecuador.

27 December. British naturalist Charles Darwin sets out on a scientific voyage around the world 
with the ship Beagle.

French author Victor Hugo publishes his novel The Hunchback of Notre-Dame.

Polish-French composer Frédéric Chopin composes his Revolutionary Étude.

1832
28 August. The Slavery Abolition Act bans slavery throughout the United Kingdom and its 
colonies around the world.  

30 August. The Kingdom of Greece gains full independence from the Ottoman Empire. The 
new country consists of the Peloponnese peninsula, the province of Attica (including Athens) 
and the regions to their immediate north.  

Hylaeosaurus becomes the third scientifically named non-avian dinosaur after being discovered 
in the United Kingdom. 

1833
29 September. King Fernando VII of Spain dies. He is succeeded on the throne by his only three 
years old daughter Isabel II.

1834
1 January. A customs union is formed between all German states except Austria.

26 May. After a drawn-out civil war, the absolutist king Miguel I is forced to abdicate the 



Portuguese throne and queen Maria II is reinstated as a constitutional monarch.  

30 June. The Indian Territory is created in present-day Oklahoma as a new home for the Native 
American tribes forcefully relocated from the eastern United States during the Trail of Tears. 

15 July. The Spanish Inquisition is disbanded in the Kingdom of Spain, nearly 400 years after 
its creation. 

24 September. Former Brazilian emperor Pedro I dies of illness in Portugal.

1835
2 March. Emperor Franz II of Austria dies. He is succeeded by his son Ferdinand I. 

15 September. The scientific expedition of Charles Darwin with the ship Beagle reaches the 
Galapagos Islands outside the coast of Ecuador. Here, he finds evidence for the theory of 
evolution by studying the variations of adaptation in the native finches.

2 October. The English-speaking majority in the Mexican state of Texas, consisting of migrants 
from the United States of America, revolts against Mexican central rule. The situation soon 
escalates into a civil war for full separation, and large numbers of troops from the United States 
come to the aid of the Texans.     

The Finnish national epic Kalevala is published. The epic poem is compiled from old Finnish 
folklore and mythology by Finnish philologist Elias Lonnrot. 

French author Honoré de Balzac publishes his novel Père Goriot.

1836
2 March. The Mexican state of Texas unilateraly declares independence as the Republic of 
Texas. 

6 March. After two weeks of siege, the Mexican army under general Antonio López de Santa 
Anna attacks the fortress of Alamo held by the separatists in the city of San Antonio in the 
newly declared Republic of Texas. Refusing to give up the fortress to the superior Mexican 
army, around 200 Texan separatists and American volunteer soldiers are killed, including Texan 
commanders William Travis and James Bowie and American adventurer Davy Crockett, before 
the fortress is conquered by Santa Anna’s army. 

21 April. The Texan army under general Sam Houston decisively defeats the Mexican central 
army under Antonio López de Santa Anna in the Battle of San Jancinto and takes Santa Anna 
captive. The Mexican army is forced to retreat from the Republic of Texas and accept its 
independence as a condition for his release.    



28 October. The Peru-Bolivian Condfederation is created by the republics of Peru and 
Bolivia. However, the creation of this new large and resource rich South American state is 
seen as a threat by Argentina and Chile, who immediately declare war, starting the War of the 
Confederation.   

1837
4 March. Martin Van Buren becomes president of the United States of America. 

8 September. King William IV of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland dies. He is 
succeeded on the throne by his 18 years old niece – Queen Victoria. 

The elecrical telegraph is patented by British inventors William Fothergill Cooke and Charles 
Wheatstone, allowing for public long distance direct communication. 

Danish author Hans Christian Andersen publishes his fairy tales The Little Mermaid and The 
Emperor’s New Clothes.

British author Charles Dickens publishes his novel The Pickwick Papers.

1838
31 May. The Federal Republic of Central America is dissolved into the separate independent 
republics of Guatemala, Honduras, El Salvador, Nicaragua and Costa Rica.  

Civil war breaks out in Uruguay between supporters of the two leading political parties – the 
conservative Colorados and the liberal Blancos. The Colorados gain support from Brazil, France 
and the United Kingdom, while the Blancos gain support from Argentina. 

British author Charles Dickens publishes his novel Oliver Twist.

1839
20 January. The Chilean navy crushingly defeats the navy of the Peru-Bolivian Confederation in 
the Battle of Yungay by the Peruvian coast. 

25 August. After the crushing defeats of their army, the Peru-Bolivian Confederation is 
dissolved and the republics of Peru and Bolivia return to their former separate borders, thus also 
ending the War of the Confederation.  

3 November. Defying British demands, Chinese emperor Daoguang refuses to legalise British 
export of opium into China, but instead has the drugs confiscated and blockades trade, causing 
the United Kingdom to declare war – starting the First Opium War. 

French inventor Louis Daguerre takes the world’s first photography of a person. The 
photography depicts a man getting his shoes shined at a street in Paris. 



American author Edgar Allan Poe publishes his Gothic short story The Fall of the House of 
Usher.

1840
6 February. The British colony of New Zealand is founded through an agreement between the 
British crown and chiefs of the native Maori people. 

10 February. Queen Victoria of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland marries prince 
Albert of Saxe-Coburg and Gotha. 

7 June. Emperor Friedrich Willhelm III of Prussia dies. He is succeeded by his son Friedrich 
Wilhelm IV (Frederick William IV). 

15 December. As the remains of the former emperor Napoleon are returned to France, a grand 
state funeral is held in his honour with a great parade through Paris, from his Arc de Triomphe 
along the parade avenue Champs-Élysées and across Place de la Concorde, to the church inside 
Les Invalides – a great complex which besides the church also houses a military hospital and a 
retirement home for war veterans – where he is entombed in a great sarcopagus.  

Kew Gardens – the world’s most extensive botanical garden – opens to the public in western 
London in the United Kingdom. 

1841
10 February. The British North American provinces of Upper and Lower Canada are united as 
the single Province of Canada. 

4 March. William Henry Harrison becomes president of the United States of America. 

4 April. The new United States president William Henry Harrison dies from illness. He is 
succeeded as president by vice president John Tyler.

1842
21 July. The navy of the United Kingdom defeats the Chinese navy in the Battle of Chinkiang 
during the First Opium War, and thereafter procedes to occupy the city of Nanjing, causing 
China to sue for peace. 

29 August. The Treaty of Nanking ends the First Opium War between the United Kingdom 
and the Chinese Empire. According to the treaty, the Chinese Empire is forced to cede the 
island of Hong Kong to the United Kingdom. China is also forced to allow free foreign trade at 
selected ports, as well as pay reparations for the opium which has been confiscated from British 
merchants.  



Hungarian composer Franz Liszt from the Austrian Empire composes his Années de pèlerinage.

French author Honoré de Balzac publishes his novel La Rabouilleuse.

The scientific term Dinosaur is coined by British paleontologist Richard Owen. 

1843
The Uruguayan Civil War comes to a stalemate, as the Blancos manage to capture the entire 
country except for the heavily defended capital of Montevideo. The situation leads to two 
de facto governments being created – a Colorado government for the capital and a Blanco 
government for the rest of the country. 

November. The 50 metres high Nelson’s Column is erected at the new Trafalgar Square in 
central London, in honour of British admiral Horatio Nelson who died during the victorious 
Battle of Trafalgar during the Napoleonic Wars. 

19 December. British author Charles Dickens publishes his novella A Christmas Carol. 

American author Edgar Allan Poe publishes his Gothic horror short story The Tell-Tale Heart.

Danish author Hans Christian Andersen publishes his fairy tale The Ugly Duckling.

The Tivoli Gardens amusement park opens in the Danish capital Copenhagen. 

1844
3 July. The great auk (Penguinus impennis) goes extinct as the last pair of this bird is strangled 
by bird collectors while nesting on a small islet outside of Iceland, and their only egg is 
deliberately crushed under the boot of one of the men. At a height of 85 centimetres and a 
weight of five kilogrammes, the great auk is the largest bird of the auk family, and the flightless, 
black-and-white bird was the first bird species to be known under the name ”penguin”. Once 
native to coastal areas across the entire North Atlantic, from Newfoundland, Nova Scotia and 
New England to Iceland, the British Isles and Norway, it disappears due to excessive human 
hunting.    

Danish existential philosopher Soren Kierkegaard publishes his work The Concept of Anxiety.

French author Alexandre Dumas publishes his novels The Three Musketeers and The Count of 
Monte Cristo.

Danish author Hans Christian Andersen publishes his fairy tale The Snow Queen.

Berlin Zoo opens in part of the Tiergarten park in the Prussian capital. 



1845
3 March. Florida becomes the 27th state of the United States of America. 

4 March. James K. Polk becomes president of the United States of America. 

8 May. The religious movement of the Southern Baptist Convention is founded in the Unted 
States of America.

4 July. The Republic of Texas votes in favour of annexation into the United States of America.

29 December. Texas becomes the 28th state of the United States of America. 

Potato blight causes the seven years long Great Famine to begin in Ireland. The massive famine 
claims the lives of more than a million people, and causes another million to emmigrate to the 
United States of America. Despite the famine, vast amount of food produce continues to the 
exported out of Ireland to the rest of the United Kingdom, as the food prices are simply too high 
for the Irish to afford. The UK central government largely neglects aiding the starving, causing 
massive Irish resentment against the government in London.  

The American former slave Frederick Douglass publishes his autobiography Narrative of the 
Life of Frederick Douglass, an American Slave. The autobiography becomes very influential 
within the American anti-slavery movement.   

British and French fleets initiate a naval blockade of the Rio de la Plata in order to weaken the 
Uruguayan Blancos and their Argentinian supporters while relieving the besieged Colorado 
government in Montevideo during the Uruguayan Civil War.  

American author Edgar Allan Poe publishes his Gothic horror poem The Raven.

1846
20 February. A large uprising begins by Poles in the Free City of Krakow, with the aim of 
gaining full independence from its neighbours of Austria, Russia and Prussia. 

25 April. As part of the United States policy of Manifest Destiny and the goal of expanding the 
U.S. territory to the Pacific Coast, the U.S. Provokes a war with Mexico by entering Mexican 
territory beyond the newly established state of Texas. Mexico immediately responds to the 
provocation, leading to the start of the Mexican-American War.  

15 June. The Oregon Treaty solves the dispute over the Oregon Territory between the United 
States and the United Kingdom, with the territory of the present-day U.S. states of Washington 
and Oregon being awarded  to the United States.  

16 November. In the aftermath of the Krakow Uprising, the Free City of Krakow becomes fully 



annexed as part of the Austrian Empire. 

1847
16 June. The United States navy under commodore Matthew C. Perry decisively defeats the 
Mexican navy in the Second Battle of Tabasco during the Mexican-American War, leaving the 
United States in control of the Mexican ports in the Gulf of Mexico. 

21 July. Mormons from the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints found Salt Lake City in 
the United States territory of Utah as their religion’s new headquarter.   

13 September. The United States army defeats the Mexican army in the Battle of Chapultepec 
just outside the Mexican capital of Mexico City.  

15 September. The United States army enters and captures the Mexican capital of Mexico City.

Sisters and fellow authors Charlotte Brontë, Emily Brontë and Anne Brontë publish their 
respective novels Jane Eyre, Wuthering Heights and Agnes Grey.  

Polish-French composer Frédéric Chopin composes his Minute Waltz. 

Hungarian composer Franz Liszt composes his Hungarian Rhapsody No. 2.

The Vegetarian Society, aiming to promote vegetarianism, is created in the United Kingdom. 

1848
12 January. In a successful popular revolt, the island of Sicily breaks loose from the Kingdom 
of the Two Sicilies, ruled by Ferdinand II of the French House of Bourbon, and declares the 
new independent Kingdom of Sicily as a democratic republic. 

2 February. The Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo ends the Mexican-American War. The treaty 
is a massive disaster for the utterly defeated Mexico. Besides having to accept the American 
annexation of Texas, Mexico is also forced to cede its territories of California, Arizona, New 
Mexico, Nevada and Utah to the United States – in total more than half of Mexico’s entire 
territory.

22 February. Massive demonstrations demanding democratic and social reforms break out in 
the French capital Paris. As the demonstrations escalates into riots, the demonstrators build 
barricades in the streets and fighting breaks out between protesters and the French military. 

23 February. More than 50 civilians are killed in Paris as soldiers open fire into a crowd of 
demonstrators.

24 February. As massive crowds of demonstrators assemble around the royal palace of the 



Tuilieries, king Louis Philippe I of France is forced to resign, after which he immediately flees 
to London. 

26 February. The Second Republic is proclaimed in France, and a provisional government is 
instated awaiting national elections.  

13 March. A massive popular protest breaks out in the Austrian capital Vienna, demanding 
democratic reforms, a constitution and a democratically elected parliament.  At first, the 
Austrian authorities responds with violence, shooting and killing several of the protesters, but as 
the situation further escalates, they are forced to give in to some of the demands. The Austrian 
state chancellor, the conservative prince Klemens von Metternich, is forced to resign from his 
post and flee to the United Kingdom. 

15 March. Revolution breaks out in the city of Pest in the Austrian constituent kingdom of 
Hungary, demanding Hungarian independence from Austria. The situation soon escalates into 
civil war.  

16 March. Large pro-democracy demonstrations in Munich forces king Ludwig I of Bavaria to 
abdicate in favour of his son Maximilian II.  

18 March. Massive protests demanding democratic take place in the Prussian capital Berlin. As 
the demonstrators start to build barricades in the street and fire at the army, the army responds 
with fire power, resulting in hundreds of people being killed.   

20 March. After decades of harsh Prussian supression of Polish language and culture, a massive 
uprising in favour of Polish independence begins in the Prussian province of Greater Poland, 
quickly escalating into civil war. 

21 March. After a huge popular march on the parliament in the Danish capital Copenhagen, the 
authoritarian king Frederik VII is forced to accept a new liberal constitution for the kingdom 
and share his power with the new parliament. 

21 March. In order to display his sympathy for the victims of the fighting in the city three 
days before, Prussian king Friedrich Wilhelm IV attends the mass funeral held for them, with 
both himself, his ministers and his generals clad in the black, red and gold colours of the 
revolutionaries. 

22 March. A popular uprising in the Austrian constituent state the Kingdom of Lombardy-
Venetia ousts the Austrian rulers, and full independence is declared. 

23 March. King Carlo Alberto (Charles Albert) of Sardinia comes to the aid of the neighbouring 
breakaway state of the Kingdom of Lombardy-Venetia, beginning the First Italian War of 
Independence. The breakaway Kingdom of Sicily also immediately decides to come to their aid 



as allies. 

24 March. As Denmark refuses to let the mixed Danish and German speaking duchy of 
Schleswig, which is ruled by the Danish king but not part of the Kingdom of Denmark, join the 
entirely German speaking duchy of Holstein in the new Frankfurt parliament of the German 
Confederation, the two duchies choose to declare war, and are immediately supported by troops 
from Prussia, beginning the First Schleswig War. 

23 April. The first election of the new Second Republic in France results in a conservative 
government, to the deep disappointment of the liberal revolutionaries. 

9 May. The Prussian army completely defeats the Polish uprising for independence, and Greater 
Poland becomes fully incorporated into the Kingdom of Prussia. 

18 May. The democratically elected pan-German Frankfurt Parliament is opened as a joint 
initiative between all of the states in the German Confederation, and begins its work on creating 
a pan-German constitution for a desired democratic pan-German nation state. 

22 May. The first popularly elected parliament of Prussia begins operating in Berlin. 

26 July. The Austrian army defeats the Sardinian army in the Battle of Custoza in the breakaway 
state of the kingdom of Lombardy-Venetia in the Austrian Empire during the First Italian War of 
Independence.

16 November. Mass protests and demonstrations break out in Rome, demanding democracy, 
social reforms, and aid to Lombardy-Venetia, Sardinia and Sicily in the war against Austria. 

24 November. Due to the massive protests in Rome, pope Pius IX flees the city dressed as an 
ordinary priest. 

2 December. Due to the revolution in Vienna and throughout the empire, emperor Ferdinand I of 
Austria chooses abdicate in favour of his nephew Franz Joseph I. 

10 December. The presidential election in the Republic of France is won overwhelmingly by 
Louis-Napoleon Bonaparte – the nephew of former French emperor and general Napoleon 
Bonaparte. 

30 December. British author Emily Brontë dies of illness at age 30.  

Prussian political philosophers Karl Marx and Friedrich Engels publish their ideological 
pamphlet The Communist Manifesto on the history of class struggle and the eventual 
replacement of the capitalist system with socialism. 



Austrian composer Johann Strauss I composes his Radetzky March.

1849
9 February. The democratic Roman Republic is declared over the former Papal States of central 
Italy. 

4 March. Zachary Taylor becomes president of the United States of America. 

23 March. The Austrian army decisively defeats the Sardinian army in the Battle of Novara in 
the Kingdom of Sardinia during the First Italian War of Independence. 

3 April. After emperor Franz Joseph I of Austria has declined Austrian participation in a new 
pan-German state, Prussian emperor Friedrich Wilhelm IV is popularly voted to become the 
hereditary constitutional emperor of a new, united and democratic German state. Friedrich 
Wilhelm, however, declines the offer.  

27 April. King Carlos Alberto of Sardinia abdicates the throne in favour of his son Victor 
Emmanuel II.  

15 May. The island of Sicily is retaken and re-annexed into the Kingdom of the Two Sicilies 
under Bourbon king Ferdinando II. 

28 May. British author Anne Brontë dies of illness at age 29. 

31 May. The Frankfurt Parliament is dissolved after failure between the German states to agree 
on the creation of a new democratic pan-German state.  

3 July. The French army re-conquers the city of Rome for pope Pius IX and reinstates the Papal 
States, thus ending the democratic Roman Republic. General Giuseppe Garibaldi and his Italian 
League who had been defending the city of Rome are forced to seek temporary refuge in the 
ancient independent central Italian miniature republic of San Marino.

6 July. The Danish army defeats the troops of Schleswig-Holstein in the Battle of Fredericia on 
the Jutland peninsula. 

18 July. The Austrian army, aided by the Russian army, captures the twin cities of Buda and Pest 
in the breakaway Kingdom of Hungary, leading to the full re-incorporation of Hungary into the 
Austrian Empire.  

6 August. The army of the Austrian Empire re-conquers the city of Milan, the capital of its 
breakaway constituent kingdom of Lombardy-Venetia. 

24 August. The city of Venice is re-conquered by the Austrian Empire – thus, all of the 



Kingdom of Lombardy-Venetia is returned to Austrian rule, ending the First Italian War of 
Independence. 

After gold has been found in California, the California Gold Rush begins, as 300,000 gold 
seekers arrive in the new U.S. state from across the United States as well as Europe, Latin 
America and Asia. 

The Chain Bridge is completed over the river Danube between the two Hungarian cities of Buda 
and Pest – thus forming the new integrated major city of Budapest. 

1850
9 July. United States president Zachary Taylor dies of illness. He is succeeded as president by 
vice president Millard Fillmore. 

9 September. California becomes the 31st state of the United States of America. 

British author Charles Dickens publishes his novel David Copperfield.

Hungarian composer Franz Liszt composes his Liebesträume.

1851
11 March. The opera Rigoletto by Italian composer Giuseppe Verdi premieres in Venice. 

1 May. The Great Exhibition opens in London, inaugurated by Queen Victoria. The huge six 
months long exhibition features a vast array of displays by countries around the world of their 
finest accomplishemts within industry, culture and invention. For hosting the occasion, the 
Crystal Palace has been built in London’s Hyde Park -  a vast, palace like building made almost 
entirely out of glass.   

29 May. The former slave Sojourner Truth holds her gripping speech ”Ain’t I a woman” in 
Akron in Ohio in the United States of America about her past experiences as a black slave 
woman in New York State.   

18 August. Argentina declares war on Brazil, starting the Platine War.  

19 October. The Uruguayan Civil War ends as the Colorados together with invading Brazilian 
troops decisively manage to take full control of the country from the Blancos. Uruguay’s new 
regime immediately joins Brazil in the Platine War against Argentina. 

19 October. Marie Thérèse – the only surviving child of former French king Louis XVI and 
Queen Marie Antoinette after the French Revolution – dies.  

5 December. As he is not eligible for re-election, French president Louis-Napoleon Bonaparte, 



carries out a successful coup d’état against the French parliament and enforces a new 
consistitution which allows his rule to continue. 

21 December. A popular referendum in France votes in favour of the new constitution and the 
continued rule of Louis-Napoleon Bonaparte. 

American author Herman Melville publishes his novel Moby Dick.

1852
17 January. The independent South African Republic is established by the Boers – descendants 
of Dutch colonists in southern Africa. 

3 February. The Brazilian army decisively defeats the Argentinian army in the Battle of Caseros 
outside the Argentinian capital Buenos Aires. Brazil occupies the Argentinian capital and forces 
the Argentinian president Juan Manuel de Roses to flee the country, thus ending the Platine War.  

8 May. The agreement to the London Protocol between Prussia, Austria, the United Kingdom, 
Russia, Denmark and Sweden-Norway ends the First Schleswig War. According to the 
agreement, the king of Denmark will remain king of both Schleswig and Holstein – but the two 
duchies will not be part of the Kingdom of Denmark. 

2 December. President Louis-Napoleon of France declares himself emperor as Napoleon III, 
ending the Second Republic.   

American author Harriet Beecher Stowe publishes her novel Uncle Tom’s Cabin which becomes 
influential in the American debate on slavery. 

1853
4 March. Franklin Pierce becomes president of the United States of America. 

October. The Crimean War begins as France and the United Kingdom declare war on Russia in 
support of the Ottoman Empire, as Russia’s attempts to expand its influence in the territories of 
the declining Ottoman state. The formerly powerful Ottoman Empire is now condescendling 
referred the ”Sick Man of Europe” by the great European powers, and Russia deems itself the 
protector of the Ottoman Empire’s Orthodox Christian population against the Muslim majority.     

1854
31 March. Under threat of violence, the United States of America forces Japan to sign the 
Kanagawa Treaty, opening up the long isolationist empire to foreign trade and influence. 

14 September. Troops from the United Kingdom, France and the Ottoman Empire land on the 
Crimean Peninsula in southern Russia and lay siege on the crucial Russian Black Sea port city 
of Sevastopol. 



20 September. The armies of the United Kingdom, France and the Ottoman Empire defeat the 
Russian army in the Battle of Alma on the Crimean peninsula – the first battle of the Crimean 
War. 

25 October. The allied troops of the United Kingdom, France and the Ottoman Empire meet the 
Russian Empire in the Battle of Balaclava, but the battle ends in a stalemate, without any side 
gaining significant advantage. 

5 November. The allied armies of the United Kingdom, France and the Ottoman Empire defeat 
the Russian Empire in the Battle of Inkerman on the Crimean Peninsula, a chaotic battle in thick 
fog. 

November. A large team of British nurses led by Florence Nightingale arrive in the Ottoman 
capital Constantinople on a mission to treat the wounded allied soldiers of the Crimean War. 
Due to Nightingale’s groundbreaking skill and knowledge of treatment and her emphasis on the 
importance of hygiene and sanitation, a large number of badly wounded soldiers are saved from 
certain death.   

The United States Republican Party is founded. 

The Crystal Palace from the Great Exhibition at Hyde Park is entirely rebuilt at an even larger 
scale at Sydenham Hill in southern London, to be further used as an exhibition and performance 
hall. Around the palace, the new large Crystal Palace Park is developed as a leisure park for 
the London public. A main attraction of the new park are a number a life-sized sculptures 
of dinosaurs and other prehistoric animals, designed with the expertise of biologist and 
paleontologist Richard Owen to be as scientifically correct as possible.  

British author Charles Dickens publishes his novel Hard Times.

1855
21 January. A large protest rally of 1,500 people is held at Trafalgar Square in the British capital 
London, demanding an end to the brutal and bloody Crimean War. The angry protesters throw 
snowballs at the police.

2 March. Emperor Nikolai I of Russia dies. He is succeeded on the throne by his son Aleksandr 
II (Alexander II). 

31 March. British author Charlotte Brontë dies from illness at age 38, while pregnant with her 
first child.  

16 August. The allied armies of France, the Ottoman Empire and Sardinia defeats the Russian 
army in the Battle of Chernaya during the Crimean War, forcing the Russians to retreat. 



8 September. The Russian army deats the army of the United Kingdom in the Battle of the Great 
Redan during the Crimean War. 

8 September. The French army captures the crucial Russian fort of Malakof at Sevastopol. 

9 September. The city of Sevastopol falls to the allied armies of the United Kingdom, France 
and the Ottoman Empire, forcing Russia to surrender and sue for peace. Thus ends the 
extremely bloody and brutal Crimean War.  

American poet Walt Whitman publishes his poetry collection Leaves of Grass.

1856
30 March. The brutal Crimean War ends with the Treaty of Paris. The Black Sea is made neutral 
territory, closed off to all warships – thus preventing Russia from developing a naval base at its 
Black Sea port of Sevastopol on the Crimean Peninsula and relieving the Russian treat to the 
Ottoman Empire. 

The world’s first oil refinery is begins operation in Ploiesti in the Ottoman province of 
Wallachia. 

The first Neanderthal human is identified. 

French author Gustave Flaubert publishes his novel Madame Bovary.

1857
4 March. James Buchanan becomes president of the United States of America. 

10 May. Extremely violent and brutal large-scale rebellions break out across northern India 
against the oppressive rule of the British East India Company, with rebel mass killings and mass 
rapes of European civilians. The British army responds by massacring rebels en masse. Only 
after a whole year do the British manage to regain full control of the rebels. 

14 December. The Second Opium War breaks out in China between the Chinese Empire and 
the United Kingdom, as a British reaction against the Chinese imprisonment of British citizens 
suspected of smuggling. The British crown wishes to further expand its trading rights and in 
particular push through a full legislation of the British opium trade to Chinese ports against the 
will of China. France joins the war on the side of the British.

Central Park is founded as a public park on the island of Manhattan in the centre of New York 
City in the United States of America. 



1858
1 January. Following a three day battle, the British and French navies takes the Chinese port 
city of Kanton near Hong Kong in the Second Opium War. 

28 June. As a consequence of the massive Indian rebellions, British India is transferred from 
the British East India Company to the direct rule of the British crown. At the same time, the last 
small remnants of the Mughal Empire are incoporated into British India.   

21 October. The opera Orpheus in the Underworld by French composer Jacques Offenbach 
premieres in Paris.   

Homosexuality is legalised in the Ottoman Empire.

The phonautograph – the world’s first sound recording device – is invented. 

1859
29 April. Provoked by mobilisation of the Sardinian army, the Austrian Empire invades the 
Kingdom of Sardinia, starting the Second Italian War of Independence. France vows to come 
the Sardinia’s assistance, in exchange for gaining the Sardinian territories of Savoy and Nice in 
the event of a French-Sardinian victory. 

4 June. The French army under emperor Napoleon III together with the Sardinian army 
decisively defeats the Austrian army in the Battle of Magenta in the Austrian constituent 
kingdom of Lombardy-Venetia in northern Italy during the Second Italian War of Independence. 

24 June. The French army under emperor Napoleon III and the Sardinian army under king 
Victor Emmanuel II defeats the Austrian army in the large and extremely brutal and bloody 
Battle of Solferino. 

11 July. French emperor Napoleon III signs a peace deal with Austria at Villafranca, ending 
the Second Italian War of Independence, according to which France receives Lombardy from 
Austria. France opts to immediately hand over Lombardy to Sardinia in exchange for receiving 
its promised Sardinian territories of Savoy and Nice from Sardinia. Sardinia also takes fully 
control of the central Italian duchies of Tuscany, Parma and Modena which it has occupied 
during the war. 

The Big Ben clock tower is completed in London. 

British naturalist Charles Darwin publishes his groundbreaking scientific work On the Origin of 
Species where he presents his evidence for the theory of evolution. 

Based on her experiences during the Crimean War, British nurse Florence Nightingale publishes 
her book Notes on Nursing about the basic grounds of good nursing and patient care. 



British author Charles Dickens publishes his novel A Tale of Two Cities.

1860
11 May. The Red Shirts, a voluntary army of over a thousand men, supported by the Kingdom 
of Sardinia and led by Sardinian general Giuseppe Garibaldi land at Marsala on the island of 
Sicily. Its goal is to depose the House of Bourbon from the throne of the Two Sicilies and unite 
all of Italy as a single independent states. 

15 May. The Red Shirts army under Giuseppe Garibaldi defeats the army of the Two Sicilies in 
the Battle of Calatafimi, forcing the Sicilian troops to retreat. 

28 May. With large popular support, the Red Shirts take control of Palermo, the capital of the 
island of Sicily. 

17 June. The Red Shirts defeat the Sicilian army in the Battle of Milazzo, leaving nearly the 
entire island of Sicily under Red Shirt control, and opens the road to Messina and an invasion of 
the Italian mainland. 

19 August. The Red Shirts land in Calabria, in the mainland part of the Kingdom of the Two 
Sicilies. 

23 August. British and French troops take the Chinese city of Tianjin during the Second Opium 
War. 

7 September. The Red Shirts conquer Naples, the capital of the Kingdom of the Two Siciles.

2 October. The Red Shirts, supported by the Sardinian army, defeat the army of the Kingdom of 
the Two Sicily.

6 October. British and French troops enter the Chinese capital Beijing during the Second Opium 
War, forcing the Chinese emperor Xianfeng to flee the city. 

18 October. The British and French armies loot and destroy the majestic Old and New Summer 
Palaces of the Chinese emperor in Beijing, and commence to burn the Old Summer Palace 
completely to the ground.   

21 October. Following a popular plebiscite, the Kingdom of the Two Sicilies is annexed into the 
Kingdom of Sardinia.     

24 October. The Beijing Treaty is signed between China, the United Kingdom, France and 
Russia, ending the Second Opium War. According to the treaty, the Kowloon area bordering 
on British Hong Kong is ceded to the United Kingdom. Further, and all of Outer Manchuria is 



ceded to Russia. China is also forced to pay huge war fines to the United Kingdom and France, 
and to legalise the trade in opium. 

6 November. Abraham Lincoln, the candidate of the newly created Republican Party, wins the 
presidential election of the United States of America, after running on a platform which includes 
prohibiting the expansion of slavery into future American states. 

20 December. In protest against the election of Abraham Lincoln as the new American 
president, the southern slave state of South Carolina votes in favour of seceding from the United 
States of America. 

The Pony Express mail delivery service begins in the western United States of America.

1861
2 January. King Friedrich Wilhelm IV of Prussia dies. He is succeeded on the throne by his 
younger brother Wilhelm I.  

4 February. The southern slave states of Alabama, Florida, Georgia, Mississippi, Louisiana, 
South Carolina and Texas together declare independence from the United States of America and  
form the new pro-slavery Condfederate States of America with Jefferson Davies as president. 
The United States of America with president elect Abraham Lincoln refuses to recognise the 
legitimacy of the breakaway state. He orders the United States army to remain at their southern 
forts. 

4 March. Abraham Lincoln is inaugurated as president of the United States of America.

17 March. With Sardinia in control of all of the Italian lands except for Rome and Venetia, the 
new Kingdom of Italy is proclaimed. Sardinian king Victor Emmanuel II becomes the first 
Italian king. 

27 March. Rome is declared the capital of the new Kingdom of Italy, despite the fact that the 
city is not under the kingdom’s control but still ruled by the pope. 

12 April. The army of the Confederate States of America attacks the United States held Fort 
Sumter in South Carolina, beginning the American Civil War. 

14 April. Following days of heavy bombardment, the United States army is forced to surrender 
Fort Sumter to the control of the breakaway Condfederacy. 

17 April. The state of Virginia secedes from the United States of America and joins the 
Confederate States of America. However, the western part of the state refuses to join the 
Confederacy and instead breaks away from Virginia and stays in the United States as the state of 
West Virginia.  



6 May. The state of Arkansas secedes from the United States of America and joins the 
Confederate States of America. Tennessee follows the next day. 

20 May. The state of North Carolina secedes from the United States of America and joins the 
Confederate States of America. 

21 July. The Condfederate army defeats the United States army in the bloody and brutal First 
Battle of Bull Run in northern Virginia. 

8 December. France invades Mexico in order to force Mexico to pay its debts to the French 
empire. 

14 December. Prince Albert of Saxe-Coburg and Gotha, the husband of British queen Victoria, 
dies from illness. The queen is overwhelmed by sorrow from his passing, from now on 
withdraws from public life as much as possible, and resolves to wear black clothes of mourning 
for the rest of her life. 

Serfdom is abolished in Russia. 

British scientist James Clerk Maxwell takes the world’s first colour photography. 

A fossil of Archaeopteryx is found in Bavaria. The extremely bird like but non-avian dinosaur 
points to a close relationship between dinosaurs and birds, and forms an important evidence for 
the theory of evolution.  

1862
7 April. The United States army under general Ulysses S. Grant defeats the Confederate army in 
the large and bloody Battle of Shiloh in Tennessee during the American Civil War.  

30 August. The Condfederate army under Robert E. Lee defeats the United States army in the 
Second Battle of Bull Run during the American Civil War. 

17 September. The United States army under general George C. McLellan defeats the 
Confederate army under general Robert E. Lee in the Battle of Antietam just outside the United 
States capital Washington during the American Civil War, forcing the Condfederate forces to 
retreat southwards. 

23 September. Otto von Bismarck is appointed as minister president of the Kingdom of Prussia.

8 October. The United States army meets the Confederate army in the Battle of Perryville 
in Kentucky during the American Civil War. The very bloody battle ends in a draw, with the 
United States army being able to continue its hold over border state.  



15 December. The Confederate army under general Robert E. Lee defeats the United States 
army under Ambrose Burnside in the Battle of Fredericksburg in northern Virginia during the 
American Civil War.  

French author Victor Hugo publishes his novel Les Misérables.

1863
1 January. United States president Abraham Lincoln signs the Empancipation Proclamation – 
immediately completely banning slavery in the United States of America.

10 January. The London Underground opens as the first subway system in the world. 

6 May. The Confederate army under general Robert E. Lee defeats the United States army in the 
large and bloody Battle of Chancellorsville in northern Virginia during the American Civil War. 

7 June. The French army enters and occupies the the Mexican capital of Mexico City.   

3 July. The United States army under general George Meade defeats the Confederate army 
under general Robert E. Lee in the massive Battle of Gettysburg in Pennsylvania during the 
American Civil War, forcing the Confederate army to withdraw into Confederate territory. The 
catastrophically high number of casualties – more than 20,000 each – shocks both sides in the 
war. 

4 July. The United States army under general Ulysses S. Grant defeats the Confederate army 
under general John C. Pemberton in the Battle of Vicksburg in Mississippi during the American 
Civil War.  

20 September. The Confederate army defeats the United States army in the Battle of 
Chickamauga in Georgia.  

19 November. United States president Abraham Lincoln holds the Gettysburg Address on the 
fight for democracy and for the equality of all American citizens. 

Following his first hand experience of witnessing the aftermaths of the bloody battlefields 
of the brutal Battle of Solferino during the Second the Italian War of Independence, Swiss 
businessman Henry Durant with the assistance of Swiss jurist Gustave Moynier establishes the 
International Red Cross, an international humanitarian aid organisation for the protection of 
human lives and health and for alleviating human suffering. 

French painter Édouard Manet completes his paintings The Luncheon on the Grass and 
Olympia.



1864
1 February. As the Danish government attempts to implement the new democratic Danish 
constitution in the self-ruling, mixed Danish and German speaking duchy of Schleswig, thus 
fully integrating the duchy into the rest of the Danish kingdom, Prussia and Austria together 
declare war on Denmark and invade Schleswig in protection of its German majority population, 
starting the Second Schleswig War.  

17 March. The Danish navy defeats the Prussian navy in the Battle of Jasmund by the Prussian 
island of Rugen in the Baltic Sea. 

10 April. The Mexican Empire is established as a client state of the French Empire. Austrian 
archduke Ferdinand Maximilian – the younger brother of Austrian emperor Franz Jozeph – is 
appointed Mexican emperor as Maximilian I.  

18 April. The Prussian army crushingly defeats the Danish army in the Battle of Dybbol in 
Schleswig during the Second Schleswig War.

9 May. The Danish navy defeats the navies of Prussia and Austria in the Battle of Heligoland 
during the Second Schleswig War. 

15 May. The Confederate army under general John C. Breckenridge defeats the United States 
army in the Battle of New Market in northern Virginia during the American Civil War. 

21 May. The United States army under Ulysses S. Grant meets the Confederate army under 
Robert E. Lee in the Battle of Spotsville in northern Virginia. The large, bloody battle ends in a 
draw. 

12 June. The Confederate army under Robert E. Lee defeats the United States army under 
Ulysses S. Grant in the large Battle of Cold Harbor in Virginia. 
 
29 June. The Prussian army defeats the Danish army in the Battle of Als in Schleswig during the 
Second Schleswig War, forcing the Danish troops to retreat. 

14 July. All of the Danish Jutland Peninsula falls under Prussian control in the Second 
Schleswig War. With a Prussian invasion of the Danish islands imminent, Denmark has no 
choice but to sue for armistice.  

22 July. The United States army under general William T. Sherman defeats the Confederate 
army in the Battle of Atlanta, and procedes to conquer the large and important southern city, the 
capital of the state of Georgia. 

10 August. New civil war breaks out in Uruguay between the governing and the oppositional 
Colorado party which is supported by Brazil and Argentina. 



22 August. Swiss businessman Henry Durant, founder of the International Red Cross, calls for 
the adoption of the Geneva Convention. The treaty defines the basic rights of wartime prisoners 
and establishes the protection of civilians and of sick and wounded soldiers within a war zone.

12 August. Paraguay declares war on Brazil in support in support of the Blanco government in 
Uruguay, starting the Paraguayan War in parallel with the Uruguayan War.   

19 October. The United States army defeats the Confederate army in the Battle of Cedar Creek 
in northern Virginia during the American Civil War. 

30 October. The Treaty of Vienna ends the Second Schleswig War. The treaty forces Denmark 
to cede the duchies of Schleswig and Lauenburg to Prussia and the duchy of Holstein to Austria. 
The loss of Schleswig in particular is a traumatic national disaster for the Danish Kingdom, as 
the duchy not only contains the most fertile soils in Denmark, but has been under the rule of the 
Danish monarch ever since the founding of the Danish state in the Middle Ages, and is home 
to Denmark’s oldest town Hedeby and the important Danish national symbol the Viking Age 
Danevirke fortification line.     

30 November. The United States army defeats the Confederate army in the Battle of Franklin in 
Tennessee during the American Civil War. 

14 December. The Paraguayan army begins an invasion of the Empire of Brazil during the 
Paraguayan War. 

16 December. The United States army crushingly defeats the Confederate army in the Battle of 
Nashville in Tennessee during the American Civil War. 

21 December. The United States army under general William T. Sherman captures the important 
Confederate port city of Savannah in the state of Georgia during the American Civil War. 

The world’s first pedal-operated bicycle is created in France. 

French author Jules Verne publishes his science fiction novel Journey to the Centre of the Earth.

1865
20 February. The Uruguayan War ends as the the Blanco government capitulates to the 
Colorado rebels supported by Brazil and Argentina.  

1 April. The United States army defeats the Confederate army in the Battle of Five Forks in 
southern Virginia during the American Civil War. 

9 April The Confederate States of America surrenders to the United States of America, ending 



the long and very bloody American Civil War. 

14 April United States president Abraham Lincoln is shot in the head at close range by 
Condfederacy sympathiser John Wilkes Booth inside the Ford Theater in the U.S. capital 
Washington. The president immediately falls unconscious, while the assassin manages to escape 
in the ensuing tumult. 

15 April. United States president Abraham Lincoln dies early in the morning from his gunshot 
injuries. The president’s sudden and brutal death sends heavy shockwaves across the weary, 
war torn and deeply divided country. Lincoln’s vice president Andrew Johnson is immediately 
sworn in as the new president of the United States.      

26 April. John Wilkes Booth, the fleeing assassin of president Abraham Lincoln, is found in 
Virginia by pursuing United States troops and is immediately shot and killed.

4 May. Due to Paraguayan violation of Argentina’s territorial integrity, Argentina declares war 
on Paraguay and enters into the Paraguayan War. 

5 May. The Confederate States of America are dissolved and its constituent states are reinstated 
into the United States of America. The reincorporation of the southern states into the United 
States of American means the immediate freedom for all slaves in the former Confederacy.  

11 June. The Brazilian navy crushingly defeats the Paraguayan navy in the Battle of Riachuelo 
in Argentina during the Paraguayan War. 

14 August. The Gastein Convention is held to fully settle the division of the former Danish 
duchies of Schleswig, Holstein and Lauenburg between Prussia and Austria. According to the 
treaty, Prussia is given the rule of Schleswig and Lauenburg, while Austria is given the rule of 
Holstein. 

The ruins of the lost ancient city of Troy – the site of the famous Trojan War 3,000 years earlier 
– are found in western Anatolia in the Ottoman Empire during an excavation led by British 
archeologist Frank Calvert.   

French scientist Louis Pasteur invents the pasteurisation process which prevents the quick 
spoilage of milk and other beverages from bacterial contamination. 

British author Lewis Carroll publishes his fantastical children’s novel Alice’s Adventures in 
Wonderland. 

1866
16 April. The Brazilian, Argentinian and Uruguayan armies invade Paraguay during the 
Paraguayan War. 



2 May. The armies of Brazil, Argentina and Uruguay defeat the Paraguayan army in the Battle 
of Estero Bellaco in Paraguay. 

14 June. Rising tensions between Prussia and Austria over the control of the former Danish 
duchies of Schleswig, Holstein and Lauenburg culminates in Austria declaring war on Prussia, 
starting the Austro-Prussian War. Austria allies with the German kingdoms of Bavaria, Saxony, 
Hanover and Wurttemberg, while Prussia allies with the Kingdom of Italy.   

20 June. With Austria engulfed in the Austro-Prussian War, Italy decides to take the opportunity 
to declare war on Austria on their front, in the hopes gaining the Italian-speaking region of 
Venetia from the Austrian Empire, beginning the Third Italian War of Independence. 

3 July. The Prussian army crushingly defeats the Austrian army in the Battle of Koniggratz in 
the Austrian constituent kingdom of Bohemia during the Austro-Prussian War. 

20 July. The Austrian navy defeats the Italian navy in the Battle of Nissa in the Adriatic Sea 
during the Third Italian War of Independence. 

21 July. The Italian army under general Giuseppe Garibaldi defeats the Austrian army in the 
Battle of Bezzecca in the Austrian duchy of Tyrol during the Third Italian War of Independence. 

23 August. The Peace of Prague ends the Austro-Prussian War and the Third Italian War of 
Independence. Prussia directly annexes the former Danish duchies of Schleswig, Holstein 
and Launeburg, as well as the Kingdom of Hanover, while Austria, refusing to cede Venetia 
directly to Italy, opts to instead cede the region to the mediating French Empire. France in turn 
immediately cedes Venetia over to the Kingdom of Italy.  

The Transatlantic Telgraph Cable is taken into operation, allowing for much faster 
correspondence between Europe and North America.   

The white suprematist group the Ku Klux Klan is formed in the southern United States of 
America by former soldiers of the Confederate Army, spreading terror by murdering and 
lyching freed slaved and other black people in the southern United States.   

Russian author Fyodor Dostoyevsky publishes his novel Crime and Punishment.

Austrian composer Johann Strauss II, son of composer Johann Strauss I, composes his waltz 
The Blue Danube. The popular waltz will go on to become an unofficial Austrian national 
anthem. 

1867
30 March. In an effort of keeping the multicultural Austrian Empire together and calm the ever 



increasing Hungarian calls for independence, the Austro-Hungarian Compromise in instated – 
transforming the unitary Austrian Empire into the loose confederation of the Austro-Hungarian 
Empire. The compromise divides the Austrian Empire into two semi-independent halves. The 
Austrian half will consist of the old Arhduchy of Austria as well as Bohemia, Ruthenian Galicia, 
Tyrol, Salzburg, Styria, Carinthia, Carniola, Triest, Istria and Dalmatia, while the Hungarian 
half will consist of Hungary (including Slovakia, Transylvania and Vojvodina) as well as 
Croatia. The two halves will have their own sovereign parliaments in Vienna and Budapest 
respectively, as well as their separate state budgets, separate customs controls, and even separate 
citizenships and passports. Only foreign policy and military will be handly jointly by the two 
halves, and Franz Joseph I will be the common head of state of the two realms.      

16 April. The North German Confederation is formed as a closely knit confederation between 
the northern German states under the leadership of the Kingdom of Prussia. 

16 May. Mexican emperor Maximilian I is overthrown and captured in a republican coup d’état. 

19 June. Former Mexican emperor Maximilian I is executed by the new republican Mexican 
government. 

1 July. The Canadian Confederation, consisting of the provinces of Ontario, Quebec, Nova 
Scotia and New Brunswick, is formed within the British Empire.  

18 October. The United States of America purchases the Alaska Territory from the Russian 
Empire. 

Prussian political philosopher Karl Marx publishes his work Capital: Critique of Political 
Economy on the exploitation of labourers within the capitalist system.

Russian composer Modest Mussorgsky composes his Night on Bald Mountain.

Swedish chemist and engineer Alfred Nobel invents dynamite. 

1868
30 September. Queen Isabel II of Spain is forced to surrender the Spanish throne as revolution 
breaks out in the country against the ruling House of Bourbon. She goes into exile in France. 

The United Methodist Church is founded in the United States of America. 

Austrian composer Johann Strauss II composes his waltz Tales From the Vienna Woods.

1869
1 January. The Paraguayan capital Asuncion is taken by the allied armies of Brazil, Argentina 
and Uruguay.  



4 March. Former civil war general Ulysses S. Grant becomes president of the United States of 
America.  

22 August. The Rhinegold – the first of the four part music drama cycle The Ring of the 
Nibelung by composer Richard Wagner from the Kingdom of Saxony – premieres at the 
National Theatre Munich in the Kingdom of Bavaria. The epic drama is based on old Germanic 
sagas and legends.   

17 November. The Suez Canal is completed in Egypt, making possible direct travel between the 
Mediterranean Sea and the Indian Ocean. 

Construction of the Neuschwanstein Palace begins in the Kingdom of Bavaria.

Russian author Leo Tolstoy publishes his novel War and Peace.

German composer Johannes Brahms composes his Hungarian Dances. 

1870
1 March. Paraguayan president Fransisco Solano Lopez is killed in the Battle of Cerro Cora and 
the Paraguayan army is crushed in a very last stand against the Brazilian army. The complete 
defeat of the Paraguayans ends the Paraguayan War. The disastrous and extremely bloody and 
brutal war has claimed the lives of more than 60 percent of the entire Paraguayan population 
and has left the whole  country in utter ruin and desolate destruction.  

19 July. The French Empire has been looking increasingly worryingly on the growing power 
of Prussia and its rapid consolidation of the various German states which threatens the old 
European balance of power. After the overthrow of queen Isabella II and the House of Bourbon 
from the Spanish throne, the new Spanish government offers the throne to the Prussian prince 
Leopold. The suggestion is supported by the Prussia, but very heavily opposed by the French 
emperor Napoleon III. Under French pressure, prince Leopold is forced to withdraw his 
candidacy. But by altering a letter from Prussian king Wilhelm I to the French envoy to Prussia 
into a demeaning tone and releasing the letter to the public, Prussian minister president Otto 
von Bismarck succeedes in his intended goal of provoking France into declaring war – starting 
the Franco-Prussian War. By making France seem like the agressor, Prussia manages to get the 
southern German states of Bavaria, Wurttemberg and Baden to join in on its side. 

2 August. The French army crosses the border into Prussia during the Franco-Prussian War.   

4 August. The Prussian army defeats the French army in the Battle of Wissembourg on the 
Franco-Prussian border. 

5 August. The Prussian army defeats the French army in the Battle of Spicheren on the Franco-



Prussian border.

6 August. The Prussian army under the Prussian crown prince Friedrich Wilhelm defeats the 
French army in the Battle of Worth in easternmost France.  

18 August. The Prussian army under field marshal Helmut von Moltke defeats the French army 
in the large and extremely bloody Battle of Gravelotte in eastern France.

1 September. The Prussian army under field Marshal Helmut von Moltke, accompanied by king 
Wilhelm I and minister president Otto von Bismarck, crushingly defeats the French army under 
emperor Napoleon III in the Battle of Sedan in northeastern France. 

2 September. Emperor Napoleon III of France surrenders to the Prussian army after the crushing 
French defeat at Sedan and becomes a Prussian prisoner of war. 

4 September. In the aftermath of the Prussian capture of emperor Napoleon III, the French 
Empire is overthrown by Parisian officials in a coup d’état and the new, democratic Third 
French Republic is established. The new French government decides to continue the war against 
Prussia. 

19 September. The Prussian army lays siege on the French capital Paris. 

20 September. The army of the Kingdom of Italy enters and conquers the city of Rome, its long 
since unanimously claimed capital. After a short battle with several casualties on both sides, 
pope Pius IX is forced to cede control over the city to the Italian army, but refuses to recognise 
the legitimacy of the new Italian rule.

27 October. The French army in the city of Metz is forced to surrender to the Prussian troops 
after a two months long Prussian siege on the city.  

16 November. Prince Amadeo, the second son of king Victor Emmanuel II of Italy, is appointed 
as new king of Spain.  

French author Jules Verne publishes his science fiction novel Twenty Thousand Leagues Under 
the Sea.

1871
18 January. The German Empire is founded at a ceremony inside the Hall of Mirrors of 
the Versailles Palace outside of German occupied Paris, and king Wilhelm I of Prussia is 
crowned as German emperor, at last fulfilling the old German dream of a politically unified 
state. The new powerful empire will consist of the kingdoms of Prussia, Bavaria, Saxony and 
Wurttemberg, the free cities of Hamburg, Bremen and Lubeck, and 18 other German duchies.  



26 January. The Rugby Union for rugby football is formed in England.  

28 January. After a long and hard siege, Paris is at last forced to surrender due to heavy 
bombardment from German guns.  

18 March. The government of the new democratic French Third Republic is overthrown in 
a coup d’état by a radical socialist revolutionary movement which establishes the new Paris 
Commune.

19 March. Former French emperor Napoleon III is released from his imprisonment in Germany 
and immediately goes into exile in the United Kingdom. 

21 March. Otto von Bismarck is appointed chancellor of the German Empire.  

29 March. The concert hall of Royal Albert Hall is inaugurated in London by queen Victoria, in 
memory of her husband prince Albert.  

10 May. The Treaty of Frankfurt between the Republic of France and the German Empire 
ends the Franco-Prussian War and the German military occupation of Paris. France is forced 
to cede the majority German-speaking and resource rich region of Alsace as well as part of the 
neighbouring region of Lorraine to the German Empire.     

13 May. Through the Law of Papal Guarantees, the Kingdom of Italy guarantees the pope 
certain special rights within the Italian kingdom, such as full diplomatic immunity and the 
right to send and receive ambassadors. Despite these rights, the pope continues to refuse the 
legitimacy of the Italian rule, and refuses to enter outside of the Vatican.

21 May. The French army enters Paris to reclaim the city from the rule of the Paris Commune. 

23 May. The majestic former royal and imperial Tuilieries Palace in central Paris is completely 
burnt to the gound in an arsonist attack by the ruling radical socialist Paris Commune. The 
adjacent Louvre Palace with its vast museum is just barely saved from the flames.   

28 May. After several days of fierce and bloody battles throughout the French capital, the 
radical socialist Paris Commune is overthrown by the French army and the democratic Third 
French Republic is reinstated. 

8 October. The Great Chicago Fire breaks out. The fire rages for nearly three days and much of 
the city is utterly devastated. Around 300 people are killed and more than a hundred thousand 
are left homeless. 

10 November. British journalist Henry Morton Stanley encounters the missing British doctor 
and missionary David Livingstone in the town of Ujiji by Lake Tanganyika in East Africa, 



uttering the famous phrase: ”Dr. Livingstone, I presume”. 

24 December. The opera Aida by Italian composer Giuseppe Verdi premieres in Cairo. 

British naturalist Charles Darwin publishes his book The Descent of Man, and Selection in 
Relation to Sex where he presents evidence for human evolution from apes, as well as the role 
of sexual selection in evolution.  

1872
9 January. The Empire of Brazil signs the Loizaga – Cotegipe Treaty with Paraguay in the 
aftermath of the Paraguayan War, annexing a large part of northern Paraguaym into the empire.  

1 March. Yellowstone in the United States of America is established as the first national park in 
the world. 

The Football Association (FA) Cup is established in England as the first organisised major 
soccer competition in the world. 

1873
9 January. Former French emperor Napoleon III dies in exile in the United Kingdom. 

11 February. King Amadeo I of Spain is deposed in a coup d’état and the First Spanish Republic 
is established. 

Jeans are patented by American businessman Levi Strauss. 

French author Jules Verne publishes his novel Around the World in Eighty Days.

1874
29 December. The First Spanish Republic is dissolved in a royalist coup d’état, and Alfonso XII, 
son of the former Spanish queen Isabel II, becomes the new king of Spain – thus reinstating the 
old Bourbon Dynasty. 

French composer Camille Saint-Saens composes his Danse Macabre.   

1875
3 March. The opera Carmen by French composer Georges Bizet premieres in Paris.  

American author Mark Twain publishes his novel The Adventures of Tom Sawyer.

1876
3 February. Argentina and Paraguay sign the Machain – Irigoyen Treaty, at last settling the 
peace conditions between the two countries in the aftermath of the Paraguayan War, with 



Argentina annexing a large part of southern Paraguay in exchange for withdrawing the last of its 
occupational troops from Paraguay. 

8 February. The Great Sioux War begins in the United States of America, as the United States 
wishes to gain control over the native American territory of the Black Hills in South Dakota, as 
gold had been found in the area. 

24 February. The play Peer Gynt by Norwegian playwright Henrik Ibsen premieres. It includes 
the composition In the Hall of the Mountain King by Norwegian composer Edward Grieg. 

20 April. A wide uprising against Ottoman rule breaks out in Bulgaria but is brutally supressed. 
More than 30,000 Bulgarians are killed by the Ottoman forces – including more than 10,000 
civilians. The Ottoman brutality against the Bulgarians leads to a massive outcry across Europe. 

1 May. British queen Victoria is declared empress of India. 

25 June. An alliance of the Lakota, Dakota, Southern Cheyenne and Arapaho native American 
tribes, led by Lakotas Sitting Bull and Crazy Horse, defeat the American army led by general 
George A. Custer in the Battle of Little Big Horn. Custer himself is killed in the battle. 

30 June. Serbia inilaterally declares independence from the Ottoman Empire – causing the 
Ottomans to declare war. 

French painter Pierre-Auguste Renoir paints Dance at Le Moulin de la Galette.

Russian composer Pyotr Ilyich Thaikovsky composes his Marche Slave. The piece is dedicated 
to the Serbs currently fighting for independence from the Ottoman Empire. 

1877
28 February. The United States of America formally annexes the land of the native American 
Sioux tribes of the Black Hills. The natives are to be relocated to reserves, or starved out into 
acceptance of relinquishing their homeland.   

4 March. Rutherford B. Hayes becomes president of the United States of America. 

12 April. The United Kingdom annexes the Boer state of the South African Republic.  

24 April. Due to brutal Ottoman crackdowns on separatist uprisings in Bulgaria and Serbia and 
Ottoman unwillingness towards international mediation, Russia declares war on the Ottoman 
Empire, thus beginning the Russo-Turkish War. 

4 September. Native American Lakota leader Crazy Horse is captured by United States soldiers 
and stabbed to death with a bayonet.  



The gramophone is invented by American inventor Thomas Edison.  

1878
31 January. As the victorious Russian army closes in on the Ottoman capital Constantinople 
during the Russo-Turkish War, the United Kingdom, fearing Russian control of the strategically 
important city, sends battleships to the area and pressures Russia into a truce with the Ottoman 
Empire. 

13 July. The Treaty of Berlin is signed between Russian, the Ottoman Empire, Austria-
Hungary, Germany, France and the United Kingdom, ending the Russo-Turkish War. The three 
principalities of Romania, Serbia and Montenegro all gain full independence from the Ottoman 
Empire. Bulgaria is to remain Ottoman territory with increased autonomy, while Bosnia 
although formally still part of the Ottoman Empire, is put under Austro-Hungarian occupation.    

Russian author Leo Tolstoy publishes his novel Anna Karenina.

French composer Gabriel Fauré composes Après un rêve.

1879
11 January. The Anglo-Zulu War breaks out in South Africa, instigated by the British in order to 
take over the territory of the independent Zulu Kingdom.

22 January. The British army is crushingly defeated by the vastly numerically superior army of 
the Zulu Kingdom in the Battle of Isandlwana. 

5 April. The War of the Pacific breaks out between Bolivia and Peru on one side and Chile on 
the other, over a disagreement on the taxation of a Chilean minining company operating in 
Bolivia. 

4 July. The British army decisively defeats the army of the Zulu Kingdom in the Battle of 
Ulundi. Immediately after the battle, the British army captures and completely burns the Zulu 
capital Ulundi to the ground, ending the Anglo-Zulu War as well as the Zulu Kingdom.   

8 October. The Chilean navy decisively defeats the Peruvian navy in the Battle of Angamos 
during the War of the Pacific. 

The religious movement of Jehova’s Witnessesses is founded in the United States of America.

1880
26 May. The Chilean army decisively defeats the Bolivian and Peruvian armies in the Battle of 
Tacna during the War of the Pacific. The catastrophic loss forces Bolivia to withdraw from the 
war. 



7 June.  The Chilean army decisively defeats Peruvian army in the Battle of Arica during the 
War of the Pacific. 

14 October. The Cologne Cathedral is completed in Cologne in Germany, nearly 650 years after 
construction began. At 157 metres, the massive building becomes the tallest man-made structure 
in the world. The celebration of the final completion of the cathedral is attended by emperor 
Wilhelm I.  

20 December. The First Boer War breaks out as the Boers rise up against the British annexation 
of their state the South African Republic.

Russian author Fyodor Dostoyevsky publishes his novel The Brothers Karamazov.

1881
15 January.  The Chilean army decisively defeats the Peruvian army in the Battle of Miraflores 
just outside the Peruvian capital Lima during the War of the Pacific. 

17 January. The Chilean army enters and occupies the Peruvian capital Lima. 

27 February. The Boers crushingly defeat the British army in the Battle of Majuba Hill during 
the First Boer War.  

4 March. James A. Garfield becomes president of the United States of America. 

13 March. The reform friendly Russian emperor Aleksandr II is assassinated in a bomb attack 
carried out by a socialist extremist group. He is succeeded on the throne by his son Aleksandr 
IIII (Alexander III). 

14 March. The Kingdom of Romania is formed from the former Principality of Romania, with 
Carol I as its first king. 

2 July. United States president James A. Garfield is severely wounded by two gunshots during 
an assassination attempt. 

18 July. Native American Lakota leader Sitting Bull, along with 200 tribe members, are forced 
to surrender to the United States army and is taking captive.  

3 August. The Pretoria Convention ends the First Boer War between the United Kingdom and 
the Boer state of the South African Republic, with the South African Republic remaining an 
independent country. 

18 September. United States president James A. Garfield dies from infection of his gunshot 



wounds. He is succeeded by his vice president Chester A. Arthur.  

The Natural History Museum opens in London, with paleontologist Richard Owen as its first 
director, as the large natural history collection of the British Museum is moved to its own 
separate estate.   

British author Robert Louis Stevenson publishes his adventure novel Treasure Island.  

1882
6 March. The Kingdom of Serbia is created from the former Principality of Serbia, with Milan I 
as its first king. 

22 May. The 15 kilometres long Gotthard Tunnel through the Alps opens in Switzerland. 

11 July. The British navy invades the self-governing Ottoman province of Egypt in order to 
quell a rebellion within the Egyptian military and protect its interests in the region, starting the 
Anglo-Egyptian War. The British bombard and occupies the city of Alexandria.  

13 September. The British army decisively defeats the Egyptian troops in the Battle of Tel el-
Kebir during the Anglo-Egyptian War. After the battle, the British army captures Cairo and the 
United Kingdom takes full control of Egypt from the Ottomans, ending the Anglo-Egyptian 
War. 

Russian composer Pyotr Ilyich Thaikovsky composes his 1812 Overture in commemoration of 
the 70th anniversary of the successful Russian defence from the invasion by Napoleon. 

1883
10 July. The Chilean army decisively defeats the Peruvian army in the Battle of Huamchuco in 
northern Peru, in the last battle of the War of the Pacific.

12 August. The quagga (Equus quagga quagga) goes extinct as the very last individual dies 
at the Natura Artis Magistra Zoo in Amsterdam in the Kingdom of the Netherlands. This 
subspecies of the plains zebra, native to South Africa, exhibits a unique colouration with the 
typical brown-and-white striped zebra pattern on the front part of its body, but a completely 
brown and thus horse like rear part, and an all white belly, tail and legs. It disappears due to 
human hunting as well as competion from introduced human cattle.  

27 August. The Krakatoa volcano just outside the island of Java in the Dutch East Indies suffers 
massive eruptions. The eruption can be heard as far west as western Australia. Ash is thrown 80 
kilometres into the air. The eruption and the ensuing massive tsunami claim the lives of about 
40,000 people. The global temperature drops by a whole degree throughout the following year, 
and weather patterns across the globe are disturbed and chaotic for several years to come.  



20 October. The Treaty of Ancón ends the War of the Pacific between Chile and Peru and forces 
Peru to cede its southern provinces of Arica and Tarapacá to Chile. 

American scout and hunter William Cody founds the popular travelling show “Buffalo Bill’s 
Wild West”.    

German philosopher Friedrich Nietzsche publishes his philosophical novel Thus Spake 
Zarathustra.

1884
4 April. Chile and Bolivia sign the Treaty of Valparaiso in the aftermath of the War of the 
Pacific. The treaty is disastrous to Bolivia, as the country loses its only coastal province of 
Antofagasta to Chile and becomes completely landlocked. 

15 November. The Berlin Conference is held between the European colonial powers in order 
to decide how to divide the the African continent between them in the ongoing ”Scramble for 
Africa”. Spheres of influence are created across the continent. It is also agreed that the Congo 
Free State will be the private property of the Belgian king Leopold I, and that all slave trade 
conducted by African and Islamic powers across the continent must be stopped.    

Germany establishes the African colonies of Cameroon and German South West Africa 
(present-day Namibia).   

1885
21 February. The Washington Monument is dedicated in the United States capital of 
Washington.

4 March. Grover Cleveland becomes president of the United States of America. 

2 September. About 30 Chinese immigrant miners are murdered and more than 70 Chinese 
immigrant homes are burnt down by white miners in the Rock Springs Massacre in Wyoming in 
the United States of America, as riots break against the hiring of Chinese miners over white due 
to the Chinese accepting lower wages. 

Bechuanaland (present-day Botswana) becomes a British colony. 

The world’s first motor-driven car is manufactured by German engineer Karl Benz.  

American author Mark Twain publishes his novel The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn.  

1886
8 May. The first Coca-Cola is sold at a pharmacy in Atlanta, Georgia in the United States of 
America.



28 October. The Statue of Liberty, constructed by French engineer Gustave Eiffel, is dedicated 
on Liberty Island in New City, as a gift from France to the United States of America. 

British author Robert Louis Stevenson publishes his novel Strange Case of Dr. Jekyll and Mr. 
Hyde.

1887
18 October. The French colony of French Indochina (consisting of present-day Vietnam, 
Cambodia and Laos) is formed. 

Homosexuality is legalised in Argentina. 

British author Arthur Conan Doyle publishes his novel A Study in Scarlet – the first novel about 
the master detective Sherlock Holmes. 

French composer Gabriel Fauré composes Clair de lune.

1888
9 March. German emperor Wilhelm I dies. He is succeeded on the throne by his son Friedrich 
III. 

18 April. The English Football League is founded as the first professional soccer league in the 
world. 

15 June. The new German emperor Friedrich III dies of illness after only three months on the 
throne. He is succeeded by his son Wilhelm II. 

31 August. London serial killer Jack the Ripper commits his first murder. Within the next two 
and a half month, another four women will become his victims. The murders are carried out 
with extreme viciousness, including severe bodily mutilation of the victims, and cause mass 
panic and media frenzy in the British capital. The murderer is never caught. 

Slavery is banned in Brazil. 

Dutch painter Vincent van Gogh paints his Sunflowers series.

The composition Requiem by French composer Gabriel Fauré premieres at a funeral mass in 
Paris.  

1889
31 January. Austro-Hungarian crown prince Rudolf commits suicide together with his mistress 
at a hunting lodge outside Vienna. With Rudolf’s suicide, his uncle Archduke Franz Ferdinand 



becomes the new heir presumtive to the Austro-Hungarian throne.   

4 March. Benjamin Harrison becomes president of the United States of America. 

15 March. The Eiffel Tower, designed by French engineer Gustave Eiffel, is completed in Paris, 
to serve as the entrance to the year’s World Fair in the city.  

20 April. Future German dictator Adolf Hitler is born in the town of Braunau in Austria-
Hungary. 

6 May. A great World’s Fair opens in Paris on the year of the 100th anniversary of the French 
Revolution.  

27 July. Dutch painter Vincent van Gogh commits suicide at age 37. In the same year, he has 
finished his painting Starry Sky. 

6 October. The Moulin Rouge cabaret opens in Paris, France. 

15 November. Brazilian emperor Pedro II is overthrown in a military coup d’état and the 
Brazilian Republic is established. 

Italy establishes the colony of Italian Somaliland over most of present-day Somalia. 

The Jim Crow Laws are instituted in the United States of America, allowing for states to legally 
institutionally segregate black people from white people within all aspects of society.  

The painkiller medicine Aspirine is patented. 

1890
1 July. The Heligoland-Zanzibar Treaty is signed between the United Kingdom and the German 
Empire. According to the treaty, Germany receives the British Heligoland island in the North 
Sea near the German coast, while the United Kingdom in return recieves full sovereignty over 
the Zanzibar islands outside the coast of German East Africa.  

23 November. Luxembourg gains full independence from the Kingdom of the Netherlands. 

29 December. The United States army carries out the Wounded Knee Massacre in South Dakota, 
where 300 native Americans of the Lakota tribe – men, women and children – are brutally 
slaughtered in a effort to quell native resistance against United States rule. 

The electric chair is used as a method of execution for the first time, in the United States of 
America.



Homosexuality is legalised in Italy.

The first volume of poems by American poet Emily Dickinson is published posthumously. 

1891
Germany establishes the colony of German East Africa over present-day Tanzania, Rwanda and 
Burundi.  

Irish author and playwright Oscar Wilde publishes his psychological horror novel The Picture 
of Dorian Gray, as well as his political philosophical work The Soul of Man Under Socialism 
about a utopian future society based on socialism and individualism.  

1892
18 December. The ballet The Nutcracker by Russian composer Pyotr Ilyich Tchaikovsky 
premieres in St. Petersburg, Russia.   

1893
17 January. The American army overthrows the independent Kingdom of Hawaii and occupies 
the Hawaiian Islands.

4 March. Grover Cleveland becomes president of the United States of America for the second 
time.

New Zealand becomes the first country or territory in the world to enact parliamentary voting 
rights for women.  

Norwegian painter Edvard Munch paints The Scream.

1894
1 November. Russian emperor Aleksandr III dies from illness. He is succeeded by his son 
Nikolai II (Nicholas II). 

15 December. The First Italo-Ethiopian War breaks out as Italy attempts to colonise the 
Ethiopian Empire. 

December. The Dreyfus Affair begins in France, in which the Jewish French military officer 
Alfred Dreyfus is falsely accused of communicating military secrets to the German embassy 
in Paris. Dreyfus is declared guilty and sentenced to life imprisonment in the prison at Devil’s 
Island in French Guiana. The question of his guilt and the antisemitic undertones to his 
conviction creates a long, heated debate within French society.  

The first gramophone record is created. 



British author Rudyard Kipling publishes his short story collection The Jungle Book.

1895
14 February. The comedic play The Importance of Being Ernest by Oscar Wilde premieres. 

24 February. The Cuban War of Independence breaks out as Cuba seeks full independence from 
the Kingdom of Spain. 

25 May. Oscar Wilde is sentenced to two years in prison in the United Kingdom for having 
practiced homosexuality. 

28 December. The first commercial public film screening is held in Paris by the brothers 
Auguste and Louis Lumière. Ten short films are shown to the audience. 

The United Kingdom establishes the colony of British East Africa in present-day Kenya. 

German physicist Wilhelm Roentgen detects the elecromagnetic radiation known as x-rays.

Finnish composer Jean Sibelius composes his Lemminkainen Suite.

1896
1 March. The army of the Ethiopian Empire decisively defeats the Italian army in the Battle of 
Adwa during the First Italo-Ethiopian War. 

6 April. The first modern Olympic Games, instituted by French historian Pierre de Coubertain, 
are held in Athens in Greece. Over 200 athletes from 14 different nations are participating in the 
games.  

17 October. The play The Seagull by the Russian playwright Anton Chekhov premieres.

23 October. The Treaty of Addis Ababa concludes the First Italo-Ethiopian War and confirms 
the full independence of the Ethiopian Empire. 

10 December. Swedish engineer and inventor Alfred Nobel dies. Through his will, he creates 
the Nobel Prizes, to be awarded annually for outstanding achievements withing physics, 
chemistry, medicine and literature, and for the promotion of peace between nations. 

The Klondike Gold Rush begins as large deposits of gold are discovered in Yukon in 
northwestern Canada, next to the border with the U.S. state of Alaska. Within a period of 
four years, more than 100,000 hopeful gold prospectors will arrive in the remote and rugged 
territory.  



1897
4 March. William McKinley becomes president of the United States of America. 

29 August. The First Zionist Congress opens in Basel in Switzerland. Chaired by Austro-
Hungarian journalist Theodor Herzl, the congress founds the Zionist Organisation and declares 
the goal of creating a Jewish home in Palestine, into which Jewish migration and settlement is 
to be encouraged. 

Irish author Bram Stoker publishes his horror novel Dracula.

Bohemian composer Julius Fucik composes his Entrance of the Gladiators.

1898
25 April. The United States of America declares war on Spain in aid of Cuba. Thus the Cuban 
War of Independence escalates into the Spanish-American War. 

10 May. More than 80 civilians are killed by the Italian army in the Bava-Beccaris Massacre 
during large-scale demonstrations in Milan against severe food shortages in Italy.   

6 July. The occupied Hawaiian Islands are officially annexed by the United States of America. 

13 August. The United States army defeats the Spanish army in the Battle of Manila in the 
Philippines during the Spanish-American War. 

10 September. Empress Elizabeth, wife of Austro-Hungarian emperor Franz Joseph, is murdered 
by an anarchist extremist in Geneva, Switzerland. 

10 December. The Treaty of Paris ends the Spanish-American War. Spain is forced to cede its 
territories of the Philippines, Cuba, Puerto Rico and Guam to the United States of America.

Polish-French physicist and chemist Marie Curie coins the term ”radioactivity” during her 
extensive research into the radiation of different elements.    

British author H. G. Wells publishes his science-fiction novel The War of the Worlds. 

1899
4 February. Aiming for full independence, Philippinos rise up against the new American 
sovereignty over the islands and unanimously declare the independent Philippine Republic, 
starting the Philippine-American War. 

5 February. The American army defeats the Philippine rebel army in the Second Battle of 
Manila during the Philippine-American War. 



7 August. Alfred Dreyfus is released from his imprisonment on Devil’s Island and returned to 
France for a re-trial. 

9 September. Alfred Dreyfus is once more declared guilty of treason, and sentenced to ten years 
imprisonment. 

19 September. Alfred Dreyfus is pardoned from having to serve his prison time, in exchange for 
a full confession of his guilt. Despite his innocence, Dreyfus agrees to these terms.  

11 October. The Second Boer War breaks out between the United Kingdom and the two 
independent Boer states of the South African Republic and the Orange Free State over the rights 
of British mining companies and mine workers in the resource rich Transvaal region. It begins 
with a Boer invasion of the British colonies of the Cape and Natal.  

15 December. The armies of the South African Republic and the Orange Free State defeat the 
British army in the Battle of Colenso during the Second Boer War. 

Austrian psychologist Sigmund Freud publishes his book The Interpretation of Dreams. 

French painter Claude Monet begins painting his Water Lilies series. 

Polish-British author Joseph Conrad publishes his novella Heart of Darkness, depicting the 
extremely cruel and brutal Belgian treatment of the African natives within the Congo Free State.  

1900
24 January. The armies of the South African Republic and the Orange Free State defeat the 
British army in the Battle of Spion Kop during the Second Boer War. 

27 February. The British army defeats the armies of the South African Republic and the Orange 
Free State in the Battle of Paardeberg. 

13 March. The British army captures Bloemfontein, the capital of the Orange Free State. 

14 May. The second Olympic Games open in Paris, France.

28 May. The United Kingdom annexes the Orange Free State, which ceases to exist as an 
independent state. 

31 May. The British army captures Johannesburg, the largest city of the South African Republic. 

5 June. The British army captures Pretoria, the capital of the South African Republic.

21 June. The Boxer Rebellion breaks out in China as the empress dowager Cixi declares war 



on foreign powers operating in the country. She is widely supported by the Chinese populous, 
and in particular by the newly formed nationalist Boxer movement that wishes to see an 
end to foreign influence and control over China. The Chinese imperial army along with the 
massive Boxer movement lays siege on the Legation Quarter, home of the foreign civilians and 
diplomats in Beijing.

29 July. King Umberto I of Italy is assassinated by an anarchist extremist. He is succeeded by 
his son Victor Emmanuel III.  

14 August. The hastily formed Eight-Nation Alliance – consisting of troops from the United 
Kingdom, France, Germany, Russia, Austria-Hungary, the United States of America, Japan 
and Italy together invade and occupy the Chinese capital Beijing in order to free their 
diplomats held under siege in the Legation Quarter by the Chinese imperial army and the 
Boxer movement. After having liberated the diplomatic quarters, the foreign armies procede 
to mercilessly massacre tens of thousand of suspected rebels and civilians, commit mass rape 
of many thousands of Chinese women, an loot, pillage, plunder and destroy anything in their 
way in Beijing, Tianjin and other north Chinese cities and across the surrounding countryside. 
The looting continues throughout the entire year that the foreign troops hold China under 
occupation. 

3 September. The United Kingdom annexes the South African Republic, which ceases to exist 
as an independent state. However, Boer rebels continue a drawn out guerrilla war against 
the British. As a response to the continued Boer fighting, the British employs a systematic 
scorched earth tactic against Boer civilians – interring civilians (including children) in appalling 
concentration camps, burning Boer homesteads and farms, poisoning wells and destroying 
crops.    

8 September. 8,000 people are killed by a hurricane in Galveston in Texas in the United States 
of America. 

30 November. Author and playwright Oscar Wilde dies from illness impoverished in exile in 
Paris at age 46. 

The Pentacostal regligious movement is founded in the United States of America. 

American author Frank L. Baum publishes his children’s fantasy novel The Wonderful Wizard of 
Oz.

Finnish composer Jean Sibelius composes Finlandia.

1901
1 January. The British colonies of New South Wales, Victoria, Queensland, South Australia, 
Western Australia and Tasmania are politically united as the Commonwealth of Australia under 



their own prime minister. 

22 January. Queen Victoria dies – thus ends the grand Victorian Age of the United Kingdom. 
She is succeeded on the throne by her son Edward VII. 

2 February. Millions of Londoners follow the grand funeral procession of queen Victoria as the 
Brirish Empire mourns and bids farewell to its long reigning queen. 

6 September. United States president William McKinley is severely wounded by two gunshots 
in an assassination attempt by an anarchist extremist. 

7 September. The Boxer Protocol is signed between China and the occupying Eight-Nation 
Alliance of the United Kingdom, France, Germany, Russia, Austria-Hungary, the United 
States of America, Japan and Italy. China is forced to pay a vast indemnity to the all of 
eight occupying nations over a period of decades. Foreign troops are to be allowed to stay 
based in Beijing. The Legation Quarter is put under full foreign control without any Chinese 
involvement, and Chinese people are banned from residing there. Membership in anti-
foreign movements is to the prohibited in China under pain of death. And leading Boxers and 
government officials of the rebellion are to be executed. 

14 September. United States president William McKinley dies from blood poisoning due to 
the wounds from his assassination attempt. He is succeeded by his vice president Theodore 
Roosevelt.  

10 December. The first Nobel Prizes are awarded by the United Kingdoms of Sweden and 
Norway. 

German author Thomas Mann publishes his novel Buddenbrooks.

1902
31 March. The Second Boer War ends with the Treaty of Vereeniging. The former independent 
countrys of the South African Republic and the Orange Free States become the British colonies 
of Transvaal and Orange River respectively. 

8 May. Over 8,000 people are killed in a volcanic eruption on the the French Caribbean island 
of Martinique. 

20 May. Cuba gains full independence from the United States of America. 

1 July. The enactment of the Philippine Organic Act in the American congress officially ends the 
Philippine-American War. The unanimously declared Philippine Republic is dissolved and the 
Philippines become an American territory. 



Women gain the right to vote in Australia. 

British author Arthur Conan Doyle publishes his Scherlock Holmes novel The Hound of the 
Baskervilles.

1903
29 May. King Aleksandar I and Queen Draga of Serbia are hunted down and brutally 
assassinated in the middle of the night inside the royal palace in Belgrade, in a coup d’état by 
conspiring army officers.  

4 June. Peter I is elected by the national assembly as the new king of Serbia. 

1 July. The first Tour de France bicycle race begins. 

3 September. The province of Panama declares full independence from Colombia. Due to strong 
Panamian military backing from the United States of America, Colombia has no choice but to 
accept. 

18 November. In preparation for building the Panama Canal between the Pacific and Atlantic 
Oceans, the newly independent Pamana gives exclusive rights over the Panama Canal Zone to 
the United States of America.

17 December. American brothers Oville and Wilbur Wright perfom the world’s first controlled 
and sustained flight in an airplane. 

American author Jack London publishes his novel The Call of the Wild.

1904
17 January. The play The Cherry Orchard by Russian playwright Anton Chekhov premieres. 

8 February. Japan declares war on Russia as the two empires clash over influence in Manchuria 
and Korea, starting the Russo-Japanese War. The war begins with a Japanese attack and siege on 
the Russian fleet in the Manchurian city of Lushun. 

10 February. British diplomat Roger Casement publishes the Casement Report about atrocious 
human rights violations committed by colonists in the Congo Free State, privately owned by 
the Belgian king Leopold II. He reports on how the colony with its vast natural resources is 
managed as Leopold’s own maximum profit enterprise. How the native Congolese are killed en 
masse, are forced into slave labour, are beaten, and have their hands cut off if not managing to 
meet the high requirements of their colonial rulers. The shocking report creates a massive public 
outcry around the world, with celebrities such as Arthur Conan Doyle and Mark Twain speaking 
out against Leopold II in support of the abused Congolese natives. 



8 April. France and the United Kingdom sign the Entente Cordiale of international alliance and 
cooperation. 

27 April. The Australian Labor Party becomes the world’s first ruling Social Democratic party.     

1 May. The Japanese army defeats the Russian army in the Battle of Yalu river on the border 
between Korea and China during the Russo-Japanese War. 

21 May. The inernational soccer association FIFA is formed. 

1 July. The Olympic Games open in St. Louis in the United States of America.

21 July. The nearly 10,000 kilometres long Trans-Siberian railway across Russia, from Moscow 
to Vladivostok, is completed.

10 August. The Japanese navy defeats the Russian navy in the large Battle of the Yellow Sea 
outside the Chinese coast. 

11 August. The Herero people in German South-West Africa (present-day Namibia) violently 
rise up against German colonial rule and German confiscation of their homeland – but are 
decisively defeated by the German army in the Battle of Waterberg. After the battle, German 
general Lothar von Trotha lets his army pursue the Herero, encircle them, and deliberately 
drive them all in thousands – men, women and children – out into the the desert where they 
are mercilessly killed by the German troops or left to perish from exhaustion in the desert heat. 
The event marks the beginning of the German genocide on the Herero people, as the German 
colonial forces goes on to attempt to fully erradicate the Herero people.     

1905
22 January. The Bloody Sunday massacre takes place in the Russian capital St. Petersburg 
as soldiers of the Russian imperial guard fires upon thousands of unarmed demonstrators 
marching towards the Winter Palace to hand over a petition asking for improved working 
conditions to emperor Nikolai II. About one hundred demonstrators are killed and another three 
hundred are wounded, many of whom are trampled during the ensuing panic. In the aftermath 
of the shootings, riots and chaos breaks out across the city and the event soon escalates into 
widespread revolution. 

18 February. In an attempt to quell the revolutionary fervour across Russia, emperor Nikolai II 
creates the Duma – the Russian national parliament. 

10 March. The Japanese army crushingly defeats the Russian army in the vast Battle of Mukden 
in Manchuria during the Russo-Japanese War. The victory allows for Japan to occupy all of 
southern Manchuria while the Russian army is forced to withdraw to the north.   



2 April. The 20 kilometres long Simplon Tunnel through the Alps opens as the longest railway 
tunnel in the world, connecting Brig in Switzerland with Domodossola in Italy. 

15 May. The American city of Las Vegas is founded. 

28 May. The Japanese navy crushingly defeats the Russian navy in the large Battle of Tsushima 
in the Korea Strait. 

13 August. The Swedish-Norwegian union is dissolved as Norway gains full independence 
through a popular plebiscite. It is the first time in more than 500 years that Norway becomes an 
independent country. The Danish prince Carl becomes the first king of the independent Norway 
as Haakon VII.  

1 September. The Canadian provinces of Alberta and Saskatchewan are created from parts of 
the British Northwest Territories. 

5 September. The Treaty of Portsmouth ends the Russo-Japanese War. According to the treaty, 
ownership of the island of Sakhalin is to be split in half, with Russia owning the north and 
Japan the south. Russia is also forced withdraw all of its troops and its fleets from Manchuria 
and other Chinese territory, and Korea is put under Japanese military occupation.   

30 October. The October Manifesto is signed by Russian emperor Nikolai II. It grants Russians 
basic civil rights, allows for the creation of political parties, extends universal suffrage and 
increases the powers of the new Duma.  

1 November. Russian emperor Nikolai II and empress Alexandra meet the mystic Grigori 
Rasputin. He becomes their influential advisor and healer of their sickly son crown prince 
Alexei.  

The Shark Island concentration camp is established in German South-West Africa to house 
many thousands of captured people (primarily women and children) of the Herero and Nama 
people who have survived the massacres of the German troops. The conditions of the camp are 
appalling, with many thousands of prisoners being worked to death through hard labour and 
dying en masse from malnutrition, starvation, dehydration, beatings and disease – as many as 80 
percent of prisoners sent to the camp die there. 

German physicist Albert Einstein presents his theories on special relativity and mass-energy 
equivalence – E=mc². 

British-Hungarian author Emma Orczy publishes her historical adventure novel The Scarlet 
Pimpernel.



1906
16 January. The Algeciras Conference begins in an attempt to solve a dispute between France 
and Germany, as Germany refuses to acknowledge French sovereignty over Morocco and 
instead calls for its full independence. After three months of negotiations, the conference ends 
with the United Kingdom and Russia siding with France. 

7 April. The volcano Vesuvius erupts in Italy and devastates the city of Naples. More than a 
hundred people are killed.

18 April. The American city of San Francisco is struck by a massive earthquake claiming the 
lives of more than 3,000 people and destroying more than 80 percent of the city. Fires caused by 
the earthquake rage in the city for several days.  

12 July. The Dreyfus Affair in France is finally concluded, as Alfred Dreyfus is fully exonerated 
and declared completely innocent of all allegations towards him. 

16 August. A massive earthquake kills about 20,000 people in the city of Valparaiso in Chile.

18 September. A typhoon and tsunami kill about 10,000 people in the British colony of Hong 
Kong.

3 November. SOS is made an international distress signal.

Women gain the right to vote in the self-governing Grand Duchy of Finland in the Russian 
Empire

1907
15 March. The Finnish parliament becomes the first parliament in the world to which women 
are elected as representatives. 

31 August. Russia and the United Kingdom sign the Anglo-Russian Entente as an alliance for 
international cooperation and mutual support. 

21 December. More than 2,000 striking mineworkers are killed by the Chilean army in the Santa 
Maria School Massacre in Chile.

The Shark Island concentration camp in German South-West Africa is closed. The remaining 
Hereros are given as labourers to German colonists, and are prohibited from all ownership of 
land or cattle. 

Spanish painter Pablo Picasso paints Les Demoiselles d’Avignon. 



1908 
1 February. King Carlos I of Portugal and his son crown prince Luis Filipe are assassinated by 
republicans in the Portuguese capital Lisbon. 

27 April. The Olympic Games open in London in the United Kingdom. 

30 June. A massive meteor impact – known as the Tunguska Event – occurs in the interor of 
Siberia in Russia. 2,000 square kilometres of forest is flattened – but due to the remoteness of 
the impact area, no human is thought to have been killed. 

24 July. At the culmination of the Young Turk Revolution, Ottoman sultan Abdul Hamid II is 
forced to capitulate to the Young Turk movement, which seeks democratic and modernising 
reforms within the empire. The Young Turks procede to establish a democratic parliamentary 
rule and a secular state in the Ottoman Empire, while the sultan remains as a figurehead and 
constitutional monarch. 

5 October. The Kingdom of Bulgaria gains full independence from the Ottoman Empire. 

6 October. Bosnia, which has been under Austro-Hungarian occupation since 1878, is fully 
annexed from the Ottoman Empire into the Austro-Hungarian Empire.   

5 November. As the public outcry and diplomatic pressure over the atrocities committed in the 
Congo Free State amasses, the Belgian parliament at last opts to end the direct rule of Leopold 
II, and the Belgian parliamentary government takes over the rule of the colony as the Belgian 
Congo. By the end of the direct rule of Leopold II, about ten million Congolese – half of the 
colony’s entire population – have died due to Belgian atrocities and mismanagement. 

28 December. An earthquake and subsequent tsunami hits Sicily and Calabria in southern Italy. 
About 70,000 people are killed and the Sicilian city of Messina is utterly destroyed. 

1909
9 January. A British Antarctic expedition led by Ernest Shackleton comes within 180 kilometres 
of the South Pole before having to turn back – by far the furthest south any expedition had 
gotten so far. 

4 March. William Howard Taft becomes president of the United States of America. 

11 April. The city of Tel Aviv is founded by Jewish settlers in Ottoman Palestine. 

13 April. A military countercoup breaks out in the Ottoman Empire in support of sultan Abdul 
Hamid II against the Young Turks and the new constitutional changes and seizes the capital 
Constantinople, leading to revolts, chaos and unrest across the empire.   



April. Up towards 30,000 Armenian civilians are murdered in the Adana Massacre in the 
Ottoman Empire, by mobs supportive of the deposed Ottoman sultan Abdul Hamid II. The 
massacres, ethnic cleanings and destruction of Armenian homes and property continue for 
weeks before subsiding.  

24 April. The countercoup in the Ottoman Empire by supporters of the sultan is quelled and the 
Young Turks once again take control of Constantinople. 

27 April. Ottoman sultan Abdul Hamid II is fully deposed by the Young Turks and supplanted as 
symbolic sultan by his brother Mehmed V. 

15 June. The International Cricket Council is formed. 

17 December. King Leopold II of Belgium dies. He is replaced on the throne by his son Albert I.

The tarpan (Equus ferus ferus), also know as the Eurasian wild horse, goes extinct as the last 
individual dies in captivity in Russia. It is the wild ancestor of all domesticated horses and once 
lived across much of Europe and Central Asia. 

1910
6 May. King Edward VII of the United Kingdom dies. He is succeeded on the throne by his son 
George V. 

31 May. The Union of South Africa is founded as a self-governing dominion within the British 
Empire. 

25 June. The ballet The Firebird by Russian composer Igor Stravinsky premieres in Paris.  

5 October. King Manuel II of Portugal is deposed in a coup d’état and forced to flee to the 
United Kingdom. The republican revolutionaries declare the new democratic Republic of 
Portugal. 

French author Gaston Leroux publishes his gothic horror novel The Phantom of the Opera.

1911
21 August. Italian Renaissance painter Leonardo Da Vinci’s painting Mona Lisa is stolen from 
the Louvre Museum in Paris, France.

29 September. The Italo-Turkish War breaks out between the Kingdom of Italy and the Ottoman 
Empire over control of Libya. 

14 December. A Norwegian expedition to Antarctica under Roald Amundsen becomes the first 
to reach the South Pole.  



1912
8 January. The African National Congress (ANC) is founded in South Africa, with the goal of 
promoting the rights of black people in South Africa.  

17 January. A British expedition under Robert Falcon Scott becomes the second to reach the 
South Pole.  

29 March. British explorer Robert Falcon Scott dies in Antarctica during his expedition’s return 
journey from the South Pole – by this time, his companions on the expedition have already 
perished.

15 April. The huge passenger liner RMS Titanic, on her way from Southampton in the United 
Kingdom to New York in the United States on her maiden voyage, sinks in the North Atlantic 
at twenty minutes past two in the morning, two hours and forty minutes after colliding with an 
iceberg. About 1,600 people out of the approximately 2,200 on board die.    

5 May. The Olympic Games open in Stockholm, Sweden.

4 August. The United States army invades and occupies Nicaragua – the occupation will last for 
more than twenty years. 

8 October. The Kingdom of Montenegro declares war on the Ottoman Empire – beginning the 
First Balkan War.

14 October. United States president Theodore Roosevelt is shot in the chest in an assassination 
attempt but survives. 

17 October. The kingdoms of Serbia, Bulgaria and Greece – all of which have plans for 
territorial expansion – follow Montenegro in declaring war on the Ottoman Empire.  

18 October. The Treaty of Lausanne ends the Italo-Turkish War, with Italy gaining full 
sovereignty over Libya.  

24 October. The Serbian army defeats the Ottoman army in the Battle of Kumanovo during the 
First Balkan War. 

2 November. The Bulgarian army crushingly defeats the Ottoman army in the large Battle of 
Lule Burgas, not far from the Ottoman capital Constantinople. 

3 November. Bulgarian troops lay siege on the Ottoman city of Adrianople. 

18 December. The Greek navy defeats the Ottoman navy in the Battle of Elli in the Dardanelles 



Strait. 

British author Arthur Conan Doyle publishes his fantasy adventure novel The Lost World.

1913
4 March. Woodrow Wilson becomes president of the United States of America. 

6 March. The Greek army defeats the Ottoman army in the Battle of Bizani during the First 
Balkan War.

18 March. King George I of Greece is assassinated by a Socialist extremist. He is succeeded by 
his son Constantine I.  

26 March. After five months of siege, Bulgarian troops, supported by Serbian forces, take the 
Ottoman city of Adrianople. 

29 May. The ballet The Rite of Spring by Russian composer Igor Stravinsky premieres in Paris. 

30 May. The Treaty of London ends the First Balkan War. However, dissatisfied with the terms 
of the treaty, Bulgaria decides to invade Serbia and Greece – immediately starting the Second 
Balkan War. 

21 June. The Greek army defeats the Bulgarian army in the Battle of Kilkis-Lahanas during the 
Second Balkan War. 

10 July. Romania declares war on Bulgaria, entering the Second Balkan War. 

12 July. The Ottoman Empire enters the Second Balkan War by invading Bulgaria. 

10 August. The Treaty of Bucharest ends the Second Balkan War. Serbia is doubled in size, 
receiving among other territories northern Macedonia. Greece receives southern Macedonia, 
including the city of Thessaloniki, as well as southern Epirus. Romania gains southern Dobruja 
from Bulgaria. Turkey keeps eastern Thrace, while Bulgaria receives western Thrace, including 
coastline against the Aegean Sea. 

23 August. The statue The Little Mermaid is completed in the Danish capital Copenhagen. 

13 December. Leonardo da Vinci’s painting Mona Lisa is rediscovered as its thief, Louvre 
employee Vincenzo Peruggia, tries to sell it to an art gallery in Florence in Italy, the country to 
which he thinks the painting should rightfully belong.  

Women gain the right to vote in Norway. 



French author Marcel Proust publishes the first of seven volumes of his novel In Search of Lost 
Time. 

Future Nazi German dictator Adolf Hitler, future Soviet dictator Joseph Stalin, future Soviet 
ideologist Leo Trotsky and future Yugoslav socialist leader Josip Broz Tito all simultaneously 
live in the Austro-Hungarian capital Vienna.  

1914
4 January. Italian Renaissance painter Leonardo da Vinci’s painting Mona Lisa is returned to the 
Louvre Museum in Paris. 

21 February. The Principality of Albania gains full independence from the Ottoman Empire. 

20 April. American military attack striking mineworkers in Colorado in the Ludlow Massacre, 
killing around 20 civilians, including women and children.

25 May. Ireland is granted Home Rule by the British House of Commons. 

12 June. Ottoman troops commit the Massacre of Phocaea, as part of ongoing systematic ethnic 
cleansing of Greeks in Anatolia. The Ottoman troops break into the Greek homes of the town, 
shoot their inmates and loot their belongings. While Greek authoritaries manage to rescue more 
than half of the town’s 9,000 inhabitants but two days of killings, looting and burning, Phocaea 
has been turned into a ghost town. 

28 June. The Austro-Hungarian archduke Franz Ferdinand, heir to the Austro-Hungarian 
throne, and his wife Duchess Sophie, are assassinated by Gavrilo Principe in the Bosnian city 
of Sarajevo, in a terrorist plot orchestrated by the Serb nationalist organisation the Black Hand 
which aims to attach Bosnia to the Kingdom of Serbia.

29 June. Following the assassination of Archduke Franz Ferdinand and Duchess Sophie, 
Austria-Hungary accuses the Kingdom of Serbia of supporting the Black Hand nationalists and 
large anti-Serb riots break out in Sarajevo. 

23 July. Austria-Hungary presents the Kingdom of Serbia with the unconditional July 
Ultimatum which Serbia must accept or risk war. Among the points of the ultimatum, Austria-
Hungary demands of Serbia to dissolve and suppress nationalist and anti-Austro-Hungarian 
organisations and publications within the kingdom, the removal of individuals from the 
Serbian administration and military that Austria-Hungary deems hostile, the brining to trial 
of all accomlishes in the assassination plot on the archduke, and allow for Austro-Hungarian 
government representatives within the Serbian government. As intended by Austria-Hungary, 
the ultimatum is simply too harsh for the Serbian government to accept if still wanting to 
remain an independent nation. 



25 July. As Serbia fails to fulfill all of the points of the ultimatum, Austria-Hungary severs all 
relations with the kingdom and begin mobilising for war. 

28 July. The First World War begins as the Austro-Hungarian Empire declares war on the 
Kingdom of Serbia and begins to bombard the Serbian capital Belgrade. 

31 July. The Russian Empire begins full mobilisation of its army in preparation of aiding its 
close ally Serbia against the Austro-Hungarian attack. 

1 August. The German Empire declares war on Russia in support of Austria-Hungary and 
begins mobilisation of its army. The Republic of France, allied with Russia, begins mobilisation 
of its army on the same day. 

2 August. Germany delivers a seven hour ultimatum to the neutral Kingdom of Belgium, 
demanding to let the German army march unhindered through the country into France. 

3 August. At seven in the morning, Belgium declines the German ultimatum of free passage. 
The same day, Germany declares war on France. 

4 August. The German army invades neutral Belgium, and begins what becomes known as the 
Rape of Belgium, as the German army slaughters 6,000 Belgian civilians, commit mass rape of 
Belgian woman, and raze 25,000 Belgian homes to the ground before the end of the year. The 
United Kingdom declares war on Germany due to its violation of Belgian neutrality.   

5 August. Germany declares war on Belgium and begins bombing the Belgian city of Liège 
from zeppelins. The Battle of Liège begins between the German and Belgian armies. The 
Kingdom of Montenegro declares war on Austria-Hungary in support of Serbia. 

6 August. Austria-Hungary declares war on Russia. 

7 August. The French army crosses the German border into Alsace and meets the German army 
in the Battle of Mulhouse. 

10 August. Germany is victorious in the Battle of Mulhouse. 

12 August. The United Kingdom declares war on Austria-Hungary. 

15 August. The Panama Canal opens, allowing for faster travel between the Pacific and Atlantic 
Oceans. 

16 August. The German army defeats the Belgian army in the Battle of Liège and captures the 
city. 



20 August. The German army occupies the Belgian capital Brussels. 

22 August. The German army decisively defeats the French army in the Battle of Rossignol in 
Belgium.  

23 August. The Empire of Japan declares war on Germany. 

24 August. The Serbian army defeats the Austro-Hungarian army in the Battle of Cer. 

26 August. British and French troops occupy Germany’s African colony of Togoland. 

28 August. The British navy defeats the German navy in the Battle of Heligoland Bight.

30 August. The German army under generals Paul von Hindenburg and Erich Ludendorff 
decisively defeats the Russian army in the Battle of Tannenberg in East Prussia. 

1 September. As a consequence of the war, the name of the Russian capital is changed from the 
German-sounding St. Petersburg to the more genuinely Russian Petrograd. 

1 September. The passenger pigeon (Ectopistes migratorius) goes extinct as the last individual, 
named Martha, dies at the Cincinnati Zoo in the United States of America. Native to eastern 
North America, this pigeon has less than a hundred years earlier been the most numerous bird 
species in the world, numbering approximately five billion individuals. It disappears due to 
boundless industrial scale hunting and the severe destruction and disturbance of its native forest 
habitats.   

5 September. The Battle of the Marne begins as the German army meets the French and British 
armies by the river Marne just east of Paris. 

7 September. The Ottoman Empire declares war on Belgium. 

12 September. The Battle of the Marne ends with French-British victory. 

13 September. British troops in South Africa invades German South-West Africa. 

19 October. The First Battle of Ypres begins, with the French, British and Belgian armies 
against the German. The battle ends in a stalemate. 

29 October. The Ottoman navy bombs Russian ports by the Black Sea.

31 October. The Russian army defeats the German and Austro-Hungarian armies in the Battle of 
the Vistula River just outside Warsaw. 



5 October. France and the United Kingdom declare war on the Ottoman Empire, and the British 
army annexes the Ottoman island of Cyprus.

2 December. The Austro-Hungarian army occupies the Serbian capital Belgrade. 

16 December. The Serbian army decisively defeats the Austro-Hungarian army in the Battle of 
Kolubara.

24 December. British and German soldiers on the Western Front spontaneously make a 
temporary Christmas truce and meet with each other across the trenches.

1915
31 January. The German army for the first time uses poison gas as a weapon a large scale – 
against the the Russian army in the Battle of Bolimow west of Warsaw.  

19 March. The dwarf planet Pluto is discovered. 

22 April. The Second Battle of Ypres begins, with the French, British and Belgian armies 
against the German. The German army uses poison gas on a large scale on the Western Front for 
the first time.

24 April. The Ottoman Empire begins the Armenian Genocide with the deportation of 
Armenians from Constantinople. 

25 April. The Gallipoli Campaign begins as French and British troops (including Australian, 
Newzeelander and Indian) invade the Gallipoli Peninsula in the Ottoman Empire. 

7 May. German submarines sink the British passenger liner RMS Lusitania on its way from 
New York City to Liverpool, killing 1,200 of the 2,000 passengers on board. The liner was 
carrying weapons material from the United States to the United Kingdom. 

24 May. The Kingdom of Italy declares war on Austria-Hungary. 

5 June. Women gain the right to vote in the Kingdom of Denmark (including Iceland, Greenland 
and the Faroe Islands). 

July. German South-West Africa is occupied by the British Union of South Africa. 

28 July. The United States of America occupies Haiti. 

12 October. The British nurse Edith Cavell is executed by Germany for helping British, French 
and Belgian soldiers escape to the neutral Netherlands. Her execution causes outrage across the 
Allied countries. 



15 October. The Kingdom of Bulgaria enters the First World War by invading Serbia. 

16 October. France declares war on Bulgaria. 

Author Franz Kafka from Bohemia in Austria-Hungary publishes his surrealist, existentialist 
novella The Metamorphosis.

1916
9 January. The Gallipoli Campaign ends with Ottoman victory and British and French 
withdrawal.

29 January. The French capital Paris is bombed by German zeppelins.

21 February. The Battle of Verdun begins between the French and German armies. It will 
become one of the largest battles of the First World War. 

24 April. The Easter Rising begins in Ireland, as Irish independence activists violently rise up 
and zeise British government offices in the Irish capital Dublin. The British army responds by 
brutally and mercilessly beating down the rebellion, killing more than 60 Irish civilians. 

29 April. After a long siege, the Ottoman army captures the British garrison in Kut near 
Baghdad in Ottoman Mesopotamia, and force the surviving British soldiers on a death march 
through the desert to imprisonment in Aleppo in Ottoman Syria. 

16 April. The United Kingdom and France ratify the Sykes-Picot Agreement, named after 
British and French diplomats Mark Sykes and Francois Georges-Picot. Acording to the 
agreement, the Ottoman Arab territories will be divided between the United Kingdom and 
France if the Ottomans are defeated at the end of the war, with Palestine and Mesopotamia 
being awarded the the United Kingdom and Syria (including Lebanon) to France. This despite 
an earlier promise of granting the Ottoman Arabs independence in return for their help against 
the Ottoman troops during the war. 

16 May. The United States of America invades and occupies the Dominican Republic. 

31 May. The British navy faces the German navy in the large Battle of Jutland in the North Sea, 
ending in a stalemate. 

5 June. The sharif of Mecca, Hussein bin Ali, declares the beginning of the Arab Revolt against 
Ottoman rule. 

1 July. The Battle of the Somme begins, with the French army and the British army (including 
Canadian, Indian, Australian, Newzealander and South Africa troops) face the German army. 



It will become the largest battle on the Western Front during the First World War, and one of 
rhe bloodiest battle in history, costing the lives of 540,000 German, 480,000 British (including 
colonial) and 250,000 French soldiers. 

7 August. The Republic of Portugal joins the First World War on the side of the United 
Kingdom, France and Russia. 

27 August. The Kingdom of Romania joins the First World War by declaring war on Germany, 
Austria-Hungary, the Ottoman Empire and Bulgaria. 

28 August. Germany declares war on Romania, while Italy declares war on Germany.  

15 September. A tank is used in battle for the first time, by the British during the Battle of the 
Somme. 

1 September. Bulgaria declares war on Romania and procedes to invade. 

5 September. Germany and Austria-Hungary together declare the creation of the new 
independent Kingdom of Poland on territory occupied from Russia. 

18 November. The Battle of the Somme ends in an extremely costly and bloody British and 
French victory. 

21 November. Emperor Franz Joseph I of the Austro-Hungarian Empire dies. He is succeeded 
by his grand-nephew Karl I.  

18 December. The Battle of Verdun ends with French victory over the German army. 

30 December. The mystic and healer Grigori Rasputin is murdered in the Russian capital 
Petrograd by Russian aristocrats fearful of his influence over the Russian emperor and empress. 
Rasputin is poisoned, shot several times, and thrown into an icy river.

1917
11 January. The United States of America intercepts the secret Zimmerman Telegram, in which 
Germany promises the southwestern United States back to Mexico if Mexico supports Germany 
in the First World War and declares war on the United States. The telegram causes massive 
public outrage across the United States.  

16 January. Denmark sells its Caribbean islands, the Danish West Indies, to the United States of 
America. The islands become the U.S. Virgin Islands.   

8 March. The Russian Revolution begins as massive popular protests erupt in Petrograd against 
the war and the living conditions of the starving and impoverished population. 



15 March. Following massive public pressure under the Russian Revolution, Emperor Nikolai 
II adbicates the throne, thus ending the Russian Empire and the more than 300 years long rule 
of the Romanov Dynasty. The imperial family is imprisoned and a new, provisional republican 
government is instated by the Duma.

6 April. The United States of America enters the First World War by declaring war on Germany. 

12 April. Canadian troops defeat the German troops at the Battle of Vimy Ridge. 

13 June. Germany makes a bombing raid against London, killing 160 civilians. 

14 June. The British army (including troops from Canada, Australia and New Zealand) defeats 
the German army and advances in the Battle of Messines.

6 July. After a long march through the desert, Arab rebels led by the British office T. E. 
Lawrence defeat the Ottoman troops in the Battle of Aqaba in Ottoman Palestine and captures 
the strategic port city. 

17 July. King George V of the United Kingdom proclaims that the British royal house will 
change its name from the House of Saxe-Coburg and Gotha to the House of Windsor due to the 
German connotations of the old name. 

14 September. The new Republic of Russia is officially proclaimed. 

26 October. Brazil enters the First World War by declaring war on Germany, Austria-Hungary 
and the Ottoman Empire. 

2 November. The United Kingdom issues the Balfour Declaration (named after foreign secretary 
Arthur Balfour) which promises British support for the establishment of a Jewish national home 
in the territory of Ottoman Palestine. 

31 October. The British army defeats the Ottoman and German armies in the Battle of 
Beersheba in Ottoman Palestine.

7 November. The Communist Bolshevik Party under Vladimir Lenin ousts the republican 
government and takes power in a coup d’état. The new Russian Soviet Federative Socialist 
Republic is declared, but civil war immediately breaks out between the new Communist regime 
and the supporters of the ousted democratic goverment.  

19 November. The Austro-Hungarian army defeats the Italian army under general Luigi 
Cadorna in the Battle of Caporetto – the twelfth battle during the First World War over control 
of the Isonzo River in present-day Slovenia. 



26 November. The National Hockey League (NHL) is formed in North America. 

6 December. In the midst of the political chaos of the Russian Revolution, Finland declares full 
independence from Russia – it is the first time in nearly 700 years that Finland becomes fully 
independent. 

7 December. The Battle of Cambrai between the British and German armies ends in a stalemate. 

9 December. The United Kingdom captures Jerusalem from the Ottoman Empire following 
victory in the Battle of Jerusalem. 

Women gain the right to vote in the Netherlands. 

1918
January. The Spanish Flu pandemic breaks out. Within three years, the flu will infect 500 
million people across the globe, and claim the lives of up toward 100 million – making it one of 
the deadliest pandemics in history. 

8 January. United States president Woodrow Wilson presents his Fourteen Points peace terms to 
end the First World War. The points include democratic development, free trade and the right to 
national self-determination. 

25 January. Ukraine unanimously declares independence from Russia. 

27 January. The Finnish Civil War breaks out in the newly independent Finland between the 
Conservative Whites supported by Germany and the Social Democratic Reds supported by 
Russia.  

6 February. Women gain the right to vote in the United Kingdom. 

16 February. Lithuania declares independence from Russia – making Lithuania fully 
independent for the first time in 350 years. 

21 February. The Carolina parakeet (Conuropsis carolinenis) goes extinct as the last individual, 
named Incas, dies at the Cincinnati Zoo in the United States of America. This once very 
common parrot species, native to the forests of the eastern United States, goes extinct due to 
human hunting and destruction of its native habitats.  

24 February. Estonia, Armenia and Azerbaijan all declare independence from Russia. 

3 March. Russia surrenders and withdraws from the First World War by signing the Treaty 
of Brest-Litovsk Treaty with Germany, Austria-Hungary, the Ottoman Empire and Bulgaria. 



According to the treaty, Russia is forced to renounce all claims to the breakaway states of 
Belarus, Estonia, Finland, Latvia, Lithuania and Ukraine.  

12 March. The Russian capital is moved from Petrograd to Moscow. 

21 March. Germany launches its Spring Offensive into France against the British, French, 
American, Italian and Portuguese troops on the Western Front.  

23 March. Germany begins to heavily shell Paris with its new long-range siege gun, called the 
Paris Gun.

25 March. Belarus declares independence from Russia.

9 April. The Romanian-majority Russian region of Bessarabia votes in favour of becoming part 
of the Kingdom of Romania. 

21 April. Masterly German military pilot Manfred von Richthofen, nicknamed ”The Red 
Baron”, is shot down and killed by British forces.

28 April. Serbian nationalist activist Gavrilo Princip, the assassin of Austro-Hungarian archduke 
Franz Ferdinand, triggering the First World War, dies from illness in prison in Austria-Hungary. 

15 May. The Finnish Civil War ends in victory for the Conservatives. 

4 July. Sultan Mehmed V of the Ottoman Empire dies. He is succeeded by his half-brother 
Mehmed VI.  

17 July. Former Russian emperor Nikolai II, empress Alexandra, and their five children 
Olga, Tatiana, Maria, Anastasia and Alexei, are executed on the orders of the Soviet Russian 
government. 

6 August. The British, French, American and Italian armies together defeat the German army in 
the Second Battle of the Marne.

12 August. The British army (including Canadian and Australian troops) together with the 
French and American armies decisively defeats the German army in the Battle of Amiens, 
forcing the Germans to begin a swift retreat. 

25 September. The British army along with Arab rebels crushingly defeat the Ottoman and 
German armies in the Second Battle of Amman and take more than 100,000 Ottoman and 
German soldiers prison.

1 October. The British and French armies along with Arab rebels capture the important Ottoman 



city of Damascus. 

28 October. Bohemia, Moravia, Slovakia and Carpathian Ruthenia jointly declare independence 
from Austria-Hungary as the Czechoslovak Republic. 

29 October. The South Slavic Austro-Hungarian regions of Carniola (Slovenia), Croatia, 
Slavonia, Dalmatia, Bosnia and Herzegovina jointly declare independence as the new State of 
Slovenes, Croats and Serbs. 

31 October. Hungary dissolves its union with Austria – ending the Austro-Hungarian Empire. 

1 November. The Polish-Ukrainan War breaks out between the new states of Poland and 
Ukraine over sovereignty over the region of Galicia after the dissolution of Austria-Hungary. 

3 November. The German Revolution begins as soldier and worker strikes break out all across 
the country and revolutionary councils are formed. 

4 November. Austria and Hungary surrender, ending their participation in the First World War. 

9 November. Germany is proclaimed a democratic republic by the German parliament (the 
Reichstag), with voting rights for both men and women. The deposed German emperor Wilhelm 
II immediately goes into exile in the Netherlands.

11 November. The First World War comes to a complete end as Germany signs an armistice. 
It is signed inside a railway carriage in the Compiègne Forest north of Paris. In total, the war 
has claimed the lives of more than 15 million people – 2.8 million in Russia, 2.8 million in the 
Ottoman Empire, 2.2 million in Germany, 1.8 million in Austria-Hungary, 1.7 million in France 
and 0.8 million in the United Kingdom (including its colonies and dominions). Countless 
millions more have been severely wounded, displaced from their homes, or traumatised for life. 
The devastating war marks the end of Europe’s global great power era – and the complete end 
to four powerful old European empires.   

11 November. The fully independent Republic of Poland is declared on former Russian, German 
and Austro-Hungarian territory. 

12 November. Austrian emperor Karl I is deposed and goes into exile in Switzerland, ending the 
more than 600 years long of the Habsburg Dynasty in Austria. The new democratic Republic of 
German-Austria is proclaimed. 

13 November. The United Kingdom, France, Italy and Greece together occupy the Ottoman 
capital Constantinople. 

18 November. Latvia declares independence from Russia. 



29 November. The Kingdom of Serbia annexes the Kingdom of Montenegro. 

1 December. The Kingdom of Serbia and the State of Slovenes, Croats and Serbs join together 
to form a new pan-South Slavic state – the Kingdom of Serbs, Croats and Slovenes. 

1 December. Iceland gains independence from Denmark, although the Danish king still also 
remains king in Iceland. 

1919
5 January. The National Socialist Worker’s Party (abbreviated as the Nazi Party) is founded in 
Munich in Germany by Anton Drexler and Karl Harrer. 

15 January. German Socialist leaders Rosa Luxemburg and Karl Liebknecht are murdered in 
Berlin. 

18 January. The Paris Peace Conference opens in France to set the terms after the First World 
War. 

19 January. The first democratic parliamentary elections are held in the new Republic of 
Germany, with the Social Democratic Party being voted in as the leading party of the new 
German coalition government.   

3 February. Ukraine is occupied by Soviet Russian troops.

11 February. Friedrich Ebert is elected as the first president of Germany. 

14 February. The Polish-Soviet War breaks out between the new Republic of Poland and Soviet 
Russia over the control of border areas between the two countries in Ukraine and Belarus.  

2 March. The Communist International – a global organisation for the promotion and spread of 
Communism, is founded by Soviet Russian leader Vladimir Lenin.

9 March. The Egyptian Revolution breaks out against British rule.

13 April. 400 Sikhs protesting against British rule are massacred by British troops during a Sikh 
cultural festival in  Amritsar in Punjab, India.

6 May. The Third Anglo-Afghan War breaks out between the Emirate of Afghanistan and the 
United Kingdom, which has colonial ambitions in the country. 

15 May. The Greco-Turkish War breaks out between the Turkish Republican army of Mustafa 
Kemal and the Kingdom of Greece over control of the western parts of the collapsing Ottoman 



Empire.  

19 May. The Turkish War of Independence begins as Turkish Republican troops led by Mustafa 
Kemal land in Anatolia in the Allied occupied Ottoman Empire. 

28 June. The League of Nations is established by the nations at the Paris Conference as an 
international organisation to promote world peace. 

28 June. The Treaty of Versailles is signed as part of the Paris Conference, in which the 
victorious powers of the United Kingdom, France, the United States of America, Italy and 
Japan mete out the penalties against Germany following the First World War. According to 
the treaty, the German regions of Greater Poland, Upper Silesia and West Prussia are ceded to 
the new independent Republic of Poland, giving Poland access to the Baltic Sea while turning 
East Prussia into a German exclave between Poland and Lithuania. The northernmost part of 
East Prussia, including the city of Memel, is to be annexed by Lithuania. The city of Danzig 
(Gdansk) and its surroundings are made into the semi-independent Free City of Danzig under 
the sovereignty of the League of Nations to be freely used as a port city by Poland, against 
the strong protests of the city’s German majority population. The provinces of Elsass (Alsace) 
and Lothringen (Lorraine), annexed by Germany from France after the Franco-Prussian War 
in 1871, are ceded back to France, while the adjacent Saarland is put under the rule of the 
League of Nations. The towns and Eupen and Malmédy and their surroundings in westernmost 
Germany are annexed by Belgium. Germany is also forced to give up all of its colonies. 
Tanganyika in German East Africa is ceded to the United Kingdom. German South-West 
Africa is ceded to the British dominion of South Africa. Togoland and Cameroon are ceded to 
France, and Rwanda and Burundi are ceded to Belgium. German New Guinea is ceded to the 
United Kingdom. Japan receives Germany’s Pacific Ocean territories of the Northern Mariana 
Islands, the Carolina Islands, the Marshall Islands and Palau, and German Samoa is ceded to 
the British dominion of New Zealand. In addition, the Rheinland in western Germany is to 
be fully demilitarised, the size of the German army is to be severely limited, and Germany is 
prohibited from having any air force, as well as prohibited from all arms trade. And in addition 
to this, Germany is forced by the victors to claim full responsibily for the outbreak of the First 
World War, and forced to pay huge amounts of war reparations to the victorious powers which 
will further catastrophically shatter the already ruinous post-war economy of the new Republic 
of Germany. All in all, Germany is deeply humiliated and shattered by the catastrophic treaty 
imposed on them. 

8 August. The Third Anglo-Afghan War ends. The border between Afghanistan and British India 
is fully established and the Emirate of Afghanistan remains a fully independent state.  

10 September. The Treaty of Saint-Germain-en-Laye is signed as part of the Paris Conference, 
in which the victorious powers of the United Kingdom, France, the United States of America, 
Italy and Japan mete out the penalties against the newly formed Republic of German-Austria, 
one of the two successor states of Austria-Hungary, following the First World War.The treaty 



confirms the establishment of Czechoslovakia on former northern Austrian land, as well as the 
ceding of Carniola, Istria and Dalmatia to the new Kingdom of Serbs, Croats and Slovenes, 
and the ceding of Galicia to the new Republic of Poland. Furthermore, German-Austria must 
cede the southern part of Tyrol along with Trentino, Gorizia and Trieste to Italy. The new 
republic is also forced by the Allies to change its name to just Austria, without any reference 
to Germany, and is prohibited from joining as part of Germany despite a strong popular will. 
Austria is however given the westernmost part of Hungary – the Burgenland area around the 
lake Neusiedl, where the vast majority of inhabitants are German-speaking. And Vorarlberg 
in westernmost German-Austria is declared Austrian territory, against the territory’s wishes of 
becoming part of Switzerland. In the end, Austria is transformed by the treaty from a centuries 
old great power in Europe into a small, landlocked state.     

12 September. Adolf Hitler joins the German Nazi Party. 

27 November. The Treaty of Neuilly-sur-Seine is signed as part of the Paris Conference, in 
which the victorious powers of the United Kingdom, France, the United States of America, 
Italy, Japan, Greece, Romania and the Kingdom of Serbs, Croats and Slovenes mete out the 
penalties against Bulgaria following the First World War. According to the treaty, Bulgaria is to 
cede western Thrace to Greece – thus, the country loses all of its coastline on the Aegean Sea. 
Several minor areas in the west are also ceded to the Kingdom of Serbs, Croats and Slovenes. 

1920
16 January. The newly formed League of Nations holds its first meeting. The League consists of 
42 nations – sovereign countries as well as dominions. 

16 January. The sale of alcohol becomes illegal in the United States of America. 

19 January. The senate of the United States of America votes against the country becoming a 
member of the League of Nations. 

9 February. The Arctic island archipelago of Svalbard is recognised as part of the Kingdom of 
Norway through the Svalbard Treaty. 

29 February. The new Kingdom of Hungary is established.

16 March. The British army occupies the Ottoman capital Constantinople and dissolves the 
Ottoman parliament. 

4 April. Riots break out between native Arabs and Jewish settlers in Jerusalem in British-held 
Palestine. Nine people are killed in the riots and more than 200 are injured. 

20 April. The Olympic Games open in Antwerp, Belgium. 



23 April. Mustafa Kemal forms the Grand National Assembly of Turkey in the provisional 
Turkish republican capital Ankara in central Anatolia and denounces the government of the 
Ottoman sultan Mehmed VI. 

7 May. A dispute between Sweden and Finland on the sovereignty over the Swedish-speaking 
Aland Islands in the Baltic Sea is resolved, as the League of Nations judges in favour of Finland 
against the will of the overwhelming majority of the islanders, in exchange for giving the 
islands a high level of autonomy within Finland and making them into a demilitarised zone.  

16 May. Joan of Arc, heroine of the French army during the Hundred Years War, is declared 
a saint by Pope Benedict XV during a ceremony at St. Peter’s Basilica in Rome, nearly five 
hundred years after she was burnt at the stake accused of witchcraft.  

4 June.  The Treaty of Trianon is signed as part of the Paris Peace Conference, in which the 
victorious powers of the United Kingdom, France, the United States of America, Italy, Japan, 
Romania, Czechoslovakia and the Kingdom of Serbs, Croats and Slovenes mete out the 
penalties against the Kingdom of Hungary, as one of the two successor states of the Austro-
Hungarian Empire following the First World War. The treaty confirms the ceding of Croatia and 
Slavonia along with Vojvodina to the Kingdom of Serbs, Croats and Slovenes, and the ceding of 
Slovakia and Carpathian Ruthenia to Czechoslovakia, along with significant Hungarian majority 
areas in northern Hungary. In addition, all of Trasylvania is ceded to the Kingdom of Romania, 
including large Hungarian majority areas, and the German majority area of Burgenland in the 
west is ceded to the Republic of Austria. In all, Hungary loses more than 70 percent of its pre-
war territory and the country is left a small, landlocked state. The catastrophic treaty causes 
heavy resentment in Hungary. 

15 June. Following plebiscites, the Danish majority northern Schleswig is transferred from 
Germany to the Kingdom of Denmark, while central Schleswig along with southern Schleswig 
opts to stay part of the Republic of Germany.

10 August. The Treaty of Sèvre is signed as the last treaty of the Paris Peace Conference, in 
which the victorious powers of the United Kingdom, France, Italy and Japan mete out the 
penalties against the Ottoman Empire following the First World War. As previously stated 
in the Sykes-Picot Agreement, France recevies Syria (inluding Lebanon) while the United 
Kingdom receives Mesopotamia (Iraq) and Palestine. Greece receives most of eastern Trace, 
and well as much of Ionia in western Anatolia, including the city of Smyrna. Armenia receives 
much a eastern Anatolia, including the cities of Van, Trebzon and Erzurum. Much of the rest of 
Anatolia is divided into zones of inluence under Italy, France and the United Kingdom, while 
Constantinople and its surroundings is made into an international demilitarised zone. 

25 August. The Polish army decisively defeats the Soviet Russian army in the Battle of Warsaw 
during the Polish-Soviet War, forcing the Russian troops to retreat.   



1 September. The Polish-Lithuanian War breaks out over sovereignty over the city of Vilnius, 
which has a Polish majority urban population but is surrounded by a Lithuanian majority 
countryside. 

17 September. The National Football League (NFL) is established in the United States of 
America. 

7 October. The Polish-Lithuanian War ends with Polish victory and full Polish sovereignty over 
Vilnius and its surroundings. 

12 October. Armistice is signed between Poland and Russia, ending the Polish-Soviet War with 
Poland as victors. 

2 November. Women gain the right to vote in the United States of America. 

15 November. The first assembly of the League of Nations is held in Geneva, Switzerland. 

21 November. The Bloody Sunday in Ireland. The Irish Republican Army (IRA) on the orders 
of Irish independence leader Michael Collins kill fourteen British undercover agents in Dublin. 
In retalliation, British troop open fire into a crowd of Irish civilians during a Gaelic Football 
match, the same night, killing fourteen Irish. The same evening, three IRA members are tortured 
and killed by British soldiers at Dublin Castle. 

11 December. British troop set fire to the centre of the city of Cork in Ireland as retalliation for 
the killing of soldiers by Irish rebels. 300 Irish homes are destroyed.  

British author Agatha Christie publishes her novel The Mysterious Affair at Styles – the first 
novel starring the Belgian detective Hercule Poirot. 

1921
21 January. Women gain the right to vote in Sweden. 

21 January. The American silent comedy movie The Kid starring British actor Charlie Chaplin 
premieres.

25 February. The Russian army invades Georgia, occupies its capital Tbilisi, and installs a 
Communist government. 

4 March. Warren G. Harding becomes president of the United States of America. 

20 March. A plebiscite is held in Upper Silesia over re-annexation into Germany from Poland. 
The result is in favour of German annexation, and as a result, the League of Nation decides to 
give two thirds of the region back to Germany. 



11 April. The United Kingdom creates the Protectorate of Transjordan (present-day Jordan) in 
the eastern part of Palestine, east of the Jordan River. 

1 May. Riots break out between Jewish settlers and native Arabs in Jaffa in British Palestine. 
Lasting for a week, the riots result in the deaths of 48 Arabs and 47 Jews. 

3 May. The six majority Protestant and pro-British counties of Northern Ireland are politically 
separated from the rest of Ireland and receives its own parliament within the United Kingdom. 

31 May. The Tulsa Massacre takes place in California in the United States of America, as the 
black community in Tulsa is viciously attacked by mobs of white residents of the city. The black 
community of the city is completely burned to the ground, and up towards 300 black people are 
killed and more than 800 are injured.   
 
11 July. The Soviet Russian army occupies Mongolia and establishes the new People’s Republic 
of Mongolia. 

29 July. Adolf Hitler becomes leader of the German Nazi Party. 

9 November. The National Fascist Party of Italy is founded in Milan by Benito Mussolini. 

6 December. The Irish Free State is established as a separate, self-governing dominion within 
the British Empire.  

10 December. Albert Einstein is awarded the Nobel Prize in Physics.

Famine breaks out in Russia, claiming the lives of 5 million people. 

The British Empire reaches its largest geographical extent in history. It now covers 33.7 million 
square kilometres and is home to nearly half a billion people – one-fifth of the world’s entire 
population. 

1922
11 January. The first successful insulin treatment of diabetes is made. 

15 January. Michael Collins becomes chairman of the government of the Irish Free State. 

28 February. The Kingdom of Egypt gains independence from the United Kingdom. 

4 March. The German vampire horror movie Nosferatu premieres. 

10 March. Indian independence activist and spiritualist Mohandas Gandhi is arrested by the 



British authorities, charged with trying to instigate revolt in the city of Bombay.  

12 March. The three Socialist republics of Armenia, Azerbaijan and Georgia together form the 
new Transcaucasian Federative Socialist Republic. 

18 March. Mohandas Gandhi is sentenced to six years in prison by the British authorities in 
India. 

1 April. Karl I – the last emperor of Austria-Hungary and the Habsburg Dynasty – dies from 
illness in exile on the Portuguese island of Madeira. 

30 May. The Lincoln Memorial is dedicated in the United States capital Washington. 

28 June. The Irish Civil War breaks out between the new Irish Free State and the Irish 
Republican Army, which aims for even further sovereignty for Ireland. 

22 August. Michael Collins, chairman of the government of the Irish Free State, is assassinated 
by supporters of the Irish Republican Army.  

9 September. The Greek troops are driven out of Smyrna and western Anatolia by the Turkish 
army of Mustafa Kemal, effectively ending the Greco-Turkish War in a Turkish victory. 

13 September. A great fire destroys most of the city of Smyrna, contested between Greece and 
Turkey. 

22 October. The Italian National Fascist Party under Benito Mussolini begins its March on 
Rome with 30,000 men in an attempt at a coup d’état. 

28 October. Faced with a political crisis, king Victor Immanuel III of Italy appoints Benito 
Mussolini as the country’s new prime minister. 

1 November. The Turkish War of Independence ends with a full victory for the Turkish 
Republican troops under Mustafa Kemal. The Ottoman Empire is fully abolished after more 
than 600 years in existence. The deposed sultan Mehmed VI goes into exile in Italy.    

29 November. A British archeological expedition under Howard Carter and Lord Carnarvon 
find the  and open the tomb of the old Egyptian pharao Tutankamun in the Valley of Kings. The 
more than 3,000 years old tomb is the first nearly completely untouched ancient Egyptian tomb 
ever found.  

30 December. The Russian Soviet Federative Socialist Republic, the Ukrainian Soviet Socialist 
Republic, the Byelorussian Soviet Socialist Republic and the Transcaucasian Socialist 
Federative Soviet Republic join together as a single country and form the new Union of Soviet 



Socialist Republics – abbreviated as the Soviet Union or the USSR.  

Hyperinflation, mass poverty and famine rages in Germany, with no sign of slowing down.  

Irish author James Joyce publishes his novel Ulysses.

German author Hermann Hesse publishes his novel Siddharta.

American-British poet T. S. Eliot publishes his poem The Waste Land.

1923
30 January. An agreement is made for a massive population exchange between Greece and 
Turkey – 1.3 million Orthodox Christian Greeks are forcibly expelled from Turkey to Greece 
while half a million Muslim Turks are forcibly expelled from Greece to Turkey.  

5 April. Lord Carnarvon dies of blood poisoning during the expedition to excavate the tomb 
of ancient Egyptian Tutankamun. His death begins the legend of the ”Mummy’s Curse” as 
a punishment for disturbing the grave. Within the following nine years, ten more people 
associated with the expedition will die prematurely due to disease or violence. 

23 April. The new Polish seaport city of Gdynia is inaugurated just across the border from the 
Free City of Danzig.  

13 June. The Hollywood Sign is inaugurated in Los Angeles in the United States of America.

24 July. The Treaty of Lausanne is signed between Turkey, Greece, the United Kingdom, Italy, 
Greece, Romania and Japan, setting the final borders of the new Turkish republic following the 
Greco-Turkish War and the Turkish War of Independence. The new Turkish state is established 
as consisting of all of Anatolia as well as eastern Thrace, including Constantinople, making the 
state a lot larger than the previous agreement in the defunct Treaty of Sèvres.

2 Augut. United States president Warren G. Harding dies from a heart attack. He is succeeded 
by his vice president Calvin Coolidge. 

16 October. American cartoonist Walt Disney founds the Walt Disney Company.  

29 October. The new, secular and democratic Republic of Turkey is officially declared, with 
Kemal Mustafa as its first president. Ankara becomes the capital of the new republic, and the 
name of the city of Constantinople is officially changed to Istanbul.     

8 November. The German Nazi Party led by Adolf Hitler carries out the Beer Hall Putsch in 
Munich, in an attempt at a coup d’état against the state government of Bavaria, but the attempt 
is unsuccessful. 16 Nazis and four policemen are killed. Hitler is arrested along with several 



other Nazi Party members, including Rudolf Hess, while Hermann Goering among other flee to 
Austria. 

15 November. The catastrophic hyperinflation in Germany reaches its peak. The old currency is 
abolished and replaced by the new provisional Rentenmark. 

19 November. The silent comedy movie Our Hospitality starring Buster Keaton premieres. 

23 November. The German coalition government collapses due to the country’s immense 
financial and social pressures. 

12 December. Around 600 people are killed in Italy as the dam on the Po River collapses. 

1924
21 January. Vladimir Lenin, leader of the Soviet Union, dies. A fierce power struggle to replace 
him immediately breaks out within the party between Joseph Stalin, Leon Trotsky, and other 
leading ideologues and revolutionaries, in which Stalin soon manages to take full control of the 
party.   

25 January. The first Olympic Winter Games open in Chamonix, France.  

27 January. The name of the former Russian imperial capital of Petrograd is changed to 
Leningrad in honour of the deceased Soviet leader and founder Vladimir Lenin.  

1 April Adolf Hitler is sentenced to five years in prison over the Nazi Party’s coup d’état attempt 
in Bavaria. While in prison, he writes his ideological pamphlet Mein Kampf.

6 April. The Fascist Party under Benito Mussolini wins a majority of the seats in the Italian 
parliamentary election.  

23 April. The British Empire Exhibition opens in London. It is the largest colonial exhibition in 
history, with 58 differents nations within the empire represented. 

4 May. The Olympic Games open in Paris, France. 

2 June. The Indian Citizenship Act is signed into law, granting all native Americans born within 
the United States of America U.S. citizenship. 

10 June. Italian Socialist leader Giacomo Matteotti is murdered in Rome by members of the 
Fascist Party. 

12 July. The United States military occupation of the Dominican Republic is ended. 



20 December. Adolf Hitler is released from prison on parole. 

1925
18 March. Around 700 people are killed and another 2,000 people are wounded as the Tri-State 
Tornado rampages through the U.S. states of Missouri, Illinois and Indiana. It is the deadliest 
tornado in United States history.  

10 April. The name of the city of Tsaritsyn in the southern Soviet Union is changed to 
Stalingrad after Soviet leader Joseph Stalin.  

12 May. Former general Paul von Hindenburg becomes president of Germany. 

8 August. 40,000 members of the Ku Klux Klan marches in parade through the United States 
capital Washington. 

28 October. The mummy of ancient Egyptian pharao Tutankamun in uncovered as the 
sacrophagus inside of his tomb is open by the British archeological expedition. 

The novel The Trial by Franz Kafka is published posthumously.   

American author F. Scott Fitzgerald publishes his novel The Great Gatsby. 

1926
21 April. Princess Elizabeth, future Queen Elizabeth II of the United Kingdom, is born. 

12 May. A crew under Norwegian explorer Roald Amundsen become the first to cross the North 
Pole – they do so by airship. 

16 May. Mehmed VI – the last sultan of the Ottoman Empire – dies in exile in Italy. 

8 September. Germany joins the League of Nations. 

23 September. The League of Nations Slavery Convention abolishes of all types of slavery.

20 October. 650 people are killed by a hurricane in Cuba. 

23 October. Women are banned from holding public office in Fascist Italy. 

25 November. The death penalty is re-introduced by the Fascist regime in Italy.

26 November. All Communist members of the lower house of the Italian parliament are 
arrested.



17 December. The democratic government of Lithuania is overthrown in a coup d’état by 
authoritarian conservatives. 

British author A. A. Milne publishes his children’s book Winnie-the-Pooh.   

1927
1 January. The British Broadcast Corporation (BBC) is founded in the United Kingdom. 

24 January. The army of the United States of America invades Nicaragua in order to protect 
the Conservative government which has gained power through a coup d’état against the 
democratically elected Liberal government. 

5 February. The silent drama comedy adventure movie The General starring Buster Keaton 
premieres. 

13 March. The German science-fiction drama movie Metropolis premieres.

12 April. In light of southern Ireland receiving the elevated status of a separate dominion, 
the full name of the United Kingdom is changed to the United Kingdom of Great Britain and 
Northern Irland.   

22 April. The Great Mississippi Flood begins, causing massive destruction and leaving more 
than 600,000 people homeless in the U.S. states of Arkansas, Mississippi and Louisiana. 

9 May. The Australian parliament moves to Canberra. The city has been created specifically to 
serve as the Australian capital and to house the national parliament and government.

20 May. American aviator Charles Lindbergh makes the very first solo, non-stop flight across 
the Atlantic Ocean, from New York City to Paris. 

12 November. Leon Trotsky is expelled from the Communist Party of the Soviet Union, leaving 
Joseph Stalin as the uncontested leader of the country. 

The European bison (Bison bonasus), the largest terrestrial mammal in Europe, goes extinct in 
the wild as the last wild individuals are killed in the Caucasus Mountains of the Soviet Union. A 
number of individuals still remain in zoos across Europe. 

The human population of Earth reaches two billion. 

1928
12 January. Leon Trotsky is arrested by the Soviet regime. 

18 January. Swedish Social Democratic prime minister Per Albin Hansson coins the term 



Folkhemmet – ”The People’s Home” – the idea notion that the state should be like a good home 
characterised by security, equality, mutual understanding and cooperation. It lays the foundation 
for the Nordic Model and the Nordic Welfare State.  

11 February. The Winter Olympic Games open in St. Moritz, Switzerland. 

12 May. The silent comedy movie Steamboat Bill, Jr. starring Buster Keaton premieres. 

15 May. Walt Disney Studios release the cartoon short Plane Crazy – the first cartoon to star the 
character Mickey Mouse. 

17 May. The Olympic Games open in Amsterdam, the Netherlands. 

1 September. The new Kingdom of Albania is proclaimed under king Zog I.

6 September. The Okeechobee Hurricane is formed. Raging for two weeks across the Caribbean 
and Florida, the massive hurricane claims the lives of more than 4,000 people and creates 
massive damage all across the region. 

1 October. Joseph Stalin introduces the first five-year-plan of the Soviet Union. 

1 November. The Republic of Turkey switches from the Arabic to the Latin alphabet. 

18 November. Steamboat Willie – the first sound cartoon by Walt Disney Studios – is released. 
Walt Disney himself stars as the voice of Mickey Mouse. 

The Muslim Brotherhood – a transnational Islamist fundamentalist organisation – is founded in 
Egypt. 

The death penalty is abolished in Iceland.

British author Virginia Woolf publishes her novel Orlando.

British author D. H. Lawrence publishes his erotic novel Lady Chatterley’s Lover.

1929 
6 January. Albanian nun Mother Theresa begins her missionary work of caring for the sick and 
dying among the poverty stricken in Calcutta in India. 

February. Leon Trotsky is expelled from the Soviet Union by Joseph Stalin. 

11 February. Fascist Italian prime minister Benito Mussolini signs the Lateran Treaty with pope 
Pius XI and the Holy See, making the Vatican City within Rome a fully independent state. 



4 March. Herbert Hoover becomes president of the United States of America. 

16 May. The First Academy Awards (Oscars) are held in the United States of America.

27 June. The first public demonstration of a colour television is held in New York City. 

11 July. The Gulag concentration camp system begins to the implemented in the Soviet Union 
under Joseph Stalin.  

16 August. Large-scale riots break out between native Arabs and Jewish settlers in Palestine. 
Lasting for two weeks the riots result in the deaths of 130 Jews and 120 Arabs. 

3 October. The Kingdom of Serbs, Croats and Slovenes changes its name to the Kingdom of 
Yugoslavia. 

24 October. The stock market of Wall Street in New York City crashes. The massive crash 
causes the globalised world economy to plummet immediately, thrusting the whole world into 
the Great Depression with mass poverty and despair.   

British author Virginia Woolf publishes her feminist essay A Room of One’s Own.

German author Erich Maria Rilke publishes his novel All Quiet on the Western Front about the 
horrors of the battlefields of the First World War.   

1930
12 March. Indian independence activist Mohandas Gandhi sets out on the month long 400 
kilometre Salt March along with 78 followers, in protest against the British taxation on Indian 
salt production. The March ends by Gandhi and his followers making salt by the sea on April 5.  

29 March. Heinrich Bruning of the Centre Party is appointed chancellor of Germany. 

30 June. France ends its military occupation of the German Rhineland, instated after the end of 
the First World War. 

13 July. The first FIFA World Cup in soccer begins in Uruguay. 

30 July. Uruguay wins the first soccer World Cup, defeating Argentina 4-2 in the final. 

14 September. The Nazi Party becomes the second largest party in the German parliamentary 
elections behind the Social Democrats. 

24 October. A coup d’état takes place in Brazil and a dictatorship is established under Getúlio 



Vargas.

2 November. Haile Selassie establishes the Empire of Ethiopia. 

1 December. Women gain the right to vote in Turkey. 

19 December. Around 1,300 people are killed as the Mount Merapi volcano erupts on Java in 
the Dutch East Indies. 

German author Hermann Hesse publishes his novel Narcissus and Goldmund.

The Belgian cartoon character Tintin, created by cartoonist Georges Remi, makes his first 
appearance in the comic album Tintin in the Land of the Soviets.

1931
30 January. The movie City Lights starring Charlie Chaplin premieres. 

10 February. New Delhi is made the capital of British India. 

12 February. The American horror movie Dracula premieres, based on the novel by Bram 
Stoker and starring Bela Lugosi as the eponymous vampire. 

3 March. The Star-Spangled Banner is adopted as the national anthem of the United States of 
America. 

11 April. The skyscraper Empire State Building is completed in New York City in the United 
States of America. At 381 metres it becomes the highest building in the world. 

14 April. King Alfonso XIII of Spain is deposed in a popular coup d’état and goes into exile in 
Italy.  The new, democratic Spanish Republic is declared. 

24 October. The 1.5 kilometres long George Washington Bridge is opens across the Hudson 
River between New York City and New Jersey in the United States of America. 

21 November. The American horror movie Frankenstein, starring Boris Karloff as the monster, 
premieres. 

5 December. The massive Cathedral of Christ the Saviour in Moscow is completely razed to the 
ground on the orders of Soviet leader Joseph Stalin. 

11 December. The United Kingdom enacts the Statute of Westminister, declaring the full 
independence of its dominion. The statutes leads to Canada, the Irish Free State and the Union 
of South Africa all immediately becoming fully independent countries, while Australia and New 



Zealand choose to abide in adopting the statute and with declaring full independence. 

Spanish surrealist painter Salvador Dali completes his painting The Persistience of Memory.

1932
4 February. The Winter Olympic Games open in Lake Placid in the United States of America.

24 February. Women gain the right to vote in Brazil. 

20 May. Engelbert Dolfuss of the deeply conservative and nationalist Christian Social Party is 
appointed chancellor of Austria. 

1 June. German president Paul von Hindenburg dismisses Heinrich Bruning from the position 
of chancellor after his failure in forming a stable government, and instead asks Franz von Papen 
of the Centre Party to form a new government after new elections have been held. 

20 July. German chancellor Franz von Papen deposes the Social Democratic government of 
Prussia, the largest costituent state of the Republic of Germany, and places the state under the 
direct control of the national government. 

30 July. The Olympic Games open in Los Angeles in the United States of America. 

31 July. The Nazi Party becomes the largest party in the German parliament after the new 
elections, but fails to reach a majority.

6 August. Germany’s first Autobahn (freeway) is opened between Cologne and Bonn. 

30 August. Nazi Party member Hermann Goering is appointed as speaker of the German 
parliament.  

9 September. The Chaco War breaks out between Bolivia and Paraguay over the contested Gran 
Chaco region. 

12 September. The new German government of Franz von Papen is massively defeated in a vote 
of no confidence in the German parliament. President Paul von Hindenburg is forced to dissolve 
the parliament and announce that new elections are to be held. 

3 October. The Kingdom of Iraq gains full independence from the United Kingdom under king 
Faisal I. 

6 November. The Nazi Party drops significantly in amounts of votes in the new German 
parliamentary elections, but still remains the largest party. 



9 November. Around 2,500 people are killed by a hurricane in Cuba. 

3 December. German president Paul von Hindenburg appoints Paul von Schleicher as new 
chancellor of Germany. 

The year long Holodomor famine breaks out in Ukraine in the Soviet Union. The famine 
is deliberately orchestrated by Joseph Stalin in an effort to crush Ukranian movements for 
independence. It claims the lives of up towards eight million people. 

1933
30 January. German president Paul von Hindenburg appoints Adolf Hitler as the new chancellor 
of Germany. 

12 February. Martial law is declared in Austria by the new chancellor Engelbert Dollfuss, 
giving him and his Christian Social Party dictatorial powers. Public protests and assemblies are 
banned. 

27 February. The German parliament – the Reichstag – is set on fire by a Communist activist. In 
the aftermath of the fire, the new German chancellor Adolf Hitler issues martial law. Most civil 
liberties in Germany are suspended, such as freedom of expression, freedom of the press and the 
right to public assembly. Mass arrests of Communists begin – including of all members of the 
Communist Party within the German parliament. 

2 March. The American fantasy adventure movie King Kong premieres. 

3 March. The Mount Rushmore National Memorial is dedicated in the U.S. state of South 
Dakota. The monument portrays the four former U.S. presidents George Washington, Thomas 
Jefferson, Theodore Roosevelt and Abraham Lincoln hewn into the mountain in gigantic scale. 

4 March. Franklin D. Roosevelt becomes president of the United States of America. 

5 March. New elections are again held in Germany. The Nazi Party increases its numbers and is 
again the largest party, but still does not reach a majority of the seats in parliament. 

9 March. The United States of America under new president Franklin D. Roosevelt begins to 
enact the New Deal ecomic plan to fight the Great Depression. 

13 March. Nazi Party member Joseph Goebbels is appointed by Adolf Hitler as Propaganda 
Minister of Germany.

22 March. The Nazi Party of Germany opens its first concentration camp – Dachau near 
Munich. 



23 March. The Enabling Act is passed by the German parliament, giving Adolf Hitler dicatorial 
powers, making Germany a dictatorship under the Nazi regime. 

26 April. The Gestapo secret police is established by the Nazi Party under Hermann Goering. 

2 May. Trade unions are banned in Germany. 

10 May. The Nazi Party in Germany holds a large public book burning at the Opernplatz in 
central Berlin, led the the Minister of Propaganda Joseph Goebbels. More than 25,000 books 
that the Nazis deem ”inappropriate” or ”un-German” are burned.  

26 May. The Communist Party in banned in Austria. 

21 June. All parties beside the Nazi Party are banned in Germany. 

17 October. German Jewish physicist Albert Einstein flees Germany due to the Nazi regime’s 
persecution and discrimination of Jews and settles in the United States of America.  

19 October. Germany leaves the League of Nations. 

5 December. The sale of alcohol once more becomes legal in the United States of America. 

Homosexuality is legalised in Denmark.

1934
1 May. The Republic of Austria is abolished and instead the new Federal State of Austria is 
formed – a Fascist state with Engelbert Dollfuss as dicator. 

9 June. The animated short film The Wise Little Hen premieres – featuring the first appearance 
of the cartoon character Donald Duck.  

10 June. Italy wins the soccer World Cup in Italy, defeating Czechoslovakia 2-1 in the final after 
extra time.

14 June. Nazi German dictator Adolf Hitler and Fascist Italian dictator Benito Mussolini meet 
for the first time – the meeting takes place in Venice in Italy. 

30 June. The Night of the Long Knives takes place in Germany. On the orders of Adolf Hitler, 
the Schutzstaffel (SS) paramilitary organisation of the Nazi Party led by Heinrich Himmler, 
along with the Gestapo secret police, carry out murders on more than 80 people which the 
regime deems as threats. Among those murdered are the leader of the left-wing faction of 
the Nazi Party Ernst Roehm, the likewise high ranking party member Gregor Strasser, the 
former German chancellor Kurt von Schleicher, and a large number of members of the Nazi 



paramilitary group the Sturmabteilung (SA).       

25 July. Austrian Fascist dictator Engelbert Dollfuss is assassinated by members of the Austrian 
Nazi Party in an attempt at a Nazi coup d’état. The coup is quelled, and the Fascists keep the 
power in Austria under new leader Kurt Schuschnigg. 

2 August. German president Paule von Hindenburg dies. After his death, Adolf Hitler takes on 
the role of both president and chancellor of Germany under his new title of Fuehrer – ”Leader”. 

5 August. 700,000 members and supporters of the Nazi Party gather in the city of Nuremberg in 
Bavaria for the annual Nuremberg Rally – the Nazi Party congress. 

19 September. The Soviet Union joins the League of Nations. 

9 October. King Aleksandar I of Yugoslavia and French foreign minister Louis Barthou are 
assassinated by a Bulgarian nationalist during a meeting in the French city of Marseilles. The 
king is succeeded by his son Peter II. 

Turkish president Mustafa Kemal is awarded the honourary additional surname Ataturk – ”The 
Father of the Turks”. 

British author Agatha Christie publishes her novel Murder on the Orient Express featuring 
detective Hercule Poirot. 

1935
16 March. Nazi Germany begins rearmament of its military, in violation of the 1919 Treaty of 
Versailles. 

15 May. The Moscow Metro opens to the public in the Soviet Union. 

21 May. Nazi Germany reintroduces military conscription in violation of the Treaty of 
Versailles.

31 May. The American film studio 20th Century Fox is founded. 

10 June. The Chaco War between Paraguay and Bolivia ends in Paraguayan victory. Paraguay 
subsequently annexes three quarters of the contested Gran Chaco region. 

15 September. The Nuremberg Laws come into force in Germany. The new laws strip all 
Jews of their German citizenship. Marriage between Jews and non-Jewish Germans becomes 
forbidden. All Jews are encouraged to leave Germany for other countries, but have to pay a 
ruinously high emigration tax to the German government for doing so. 



2 October. The Second Italo-Ethiopian War begins as Italy invades the Ethiopian Empire. 

1936
20 January. King George V of the United Kingdom dies. He is succeeded by his son Edward 
VIII. 

5 February. The movie Modern Times starring Charlie Chaplin premieres.

6 February. The Winter Olympic Games open in Garmisch-Partenkirchen in Nazi Germany.

19 February. The Italian army decisively defeats the Ethiopian army in the Battle of Amba 
Aradam during the Second Italo-Ethiopian War. 

7 March. Nazi Germany re-militarises the Rhineland, in violation of the Treaty of Versailles. 

19 April. A massive Arab revolt breaks out in Palestine against Jewish mass immigration and 
settlement. 

5 May. Italy occupies the Ethiopian capital Addis Ababa. 

9 May. Italy creates its new colony of Italian East Africa by merging the newly conquered 
Ethiopia with its older adjacent colonies of Eritrea and Italian Somaliland. 

17 July. A military coup d’état led by general Francisco Franco in carried out against the 
democratic government of the Spanish Republic, starting the Spanish Civil War. 

1 August. The Olympic Games open in Nazi Germany. They are the first Olympic Games to be 
broadcasted on television, and the first games to feature a torch relay, from Olympia in Greece 
to the Olympic Stadium in Berlin. 

7 September. The thylacine (Thylacinus cynocephalus), also known as the Tasmanian tiger or 
Tasmanian wolf, goes extinct as the last individual, named Benjamin, dies at Beaumaris Zoo 
in Hobart in Tasmania, Australia. This beautiful species is the largest marsupial carnivore of 
modern times. It resembles a sand coloured wolf, but striped like a tiger. It goes extinct due to 
intense human hunting and persecution, and the destruction of it native habitat – the old growth 
forests of Tasmania.     

1 October. Fascist leader Francisco Franco declares himself the new head of state of Spain, 
ruling from the temporary Fascist capital of Burgos.  

October. Soviet leader Joseph Stalin begins his Great Purge – a terror campaign of drastically 
increased political repression, involving purging the Communist Party and the Soviet 
government of anyone that Stalin sees as a threat or an enemy, increasing police surveillance 



across the country, and increased repression of Soviet civilians. More than a million people are 
murdered during the year-long most intense phase of the purge.  

30 November. The Chrystal Palace in London completely burns to the ground in a devastating 
fire. 

11 December. King Edward VIII abdicates the throne of the United Kingdom after less than 
a year as regent, to be able to marry his American mistress. He is succeeded by his younger 
brother George VI.  

The Nazi German concentration camp Sachsenhausen is opened in Oranienburg just outside 
Berlin. 

1937
23 January. 31 members of the Communist Party are executed in the Soviet Union on the orders 
of Joseph Stalin, accused of being supporters of Stalin’s rival Leon Trotsky. 

26 April. The German airforce bombs the Spanish city of Guernica in support of the Fascist 
rebels of general Francisco Franco during the Spanish Civil War. Three quarters of the city are 
destroyed and up towards 400 civilians are killed. 

6 May. The German airship Hindenburg, travelling from Frankfurt in Germany to Lakehurst 
in New Jersey in the United States of America, bursts into violent flames when docking for 
landing, killing 36 people.  

27 May. The 2.7 kilometres long Golden Gate Bridge is opened in San Francisco in California 
in the United States of America. 

28 May. Neville Chamberlain is appointed prime minister of the United Kingdom. 

June. Spanish surrealist painter Pablo Picasso completes his painting Guernica – picturing the 
horror of the German bombings of the city earlier in the year. 

July. The Nazi German concentration camp Buchenwald opens near Weimar in central 
Germany.

2 September. Around 11,000 people are killed by a massive typhoon in the British colony of 
Hong Kong.  

27 September. The Bali tiger (Panthera tigris balica), the smallest of all tiger subspecies, goes 
extinct as the last individual is shot. Native only to the island of Bali in the Dutch East Indies, 
it goes extinct due to intense human hunting, human population pressure, and the destruction of 
its native forest habitat. 



21 October. The entire north Spanish coast falls to Francisco Franco and the Spanish Fascists.  

11 December. Italy withdraws from the League of Nations. 

21 December. The first ever feature length animated movie – Snow White and the Seven Dwarfs 
by Walt Disney Studios – premieres. 

29 December. The Irish Free State changes its name to just Ireland.      

1938
12 March. Nazi Germany invades and annexes Austria. The Germans are met as heroes by 
cheering Austrian crowds. 

28 March. Nazi Germany demands increased autonomy for the German majority Sudetenland in 
western Czechoslovakia. 

10 April. In a national referendum, the Austrian people overwhelmingly votes in favour of 
annexation into Germany. 

18 April. The comic book super hero Superman makes his first appearance. 

6 June. The international Évian Conference begins in France, in order to discuss the acceptance 
of more Jewish refugees fleeing Nazi Germany. Among the participants are France, the United 
Kingdom and the United States of America. However, the conference ends in failure as none of 
the attending countries except the small states of Costa Rica and the Dominican Republic are 
prepared to increase their refugee quotas.  

19 June. Italy wins the soccer World Cup in France, defeating Hungary 4-2. 

30 June. The government of Czechoslovakia accepts the German demands of increased 
autonomy for the Sudetenland, but refuses to let the region be annexed into Germany. 

August. The Mauthausen concentration camp is opened in Nazi German occupied Austria. 

21 September. France and the United Kingdom warns the Czechoslovak government that they 
will not go to war for Czechoslovakia over the Sudetenland. The next day, Germany gives 
Czechoslovakia to voluntarily let Germany occupy all of the Sudetenland before 1 October or 
face military force. 

29 September. The Munich Agreement is signed between Germany, Italy, France and the United 
Kingdom, giving Germany permission to annex the Sudetenland in exchange for not making 
any further territorial demands. The Czechoslovak government is completely excluded from 



the negotiations. The next day, Britsh prime minister Neville Chamberlain returns to the United 
Kingdom, and with relief declares ”Peace for our time”. 

1 October. The German army invades and occupies the Czechoslovak Sudetenland. 

5 October. Czechoslovak president Edvard Benes resigns. 

18 October. The German government expells 18,000 Jews living in Germany.

9 November. The Nazi German regime carries out the Night of Broken Glass as the SA 
paramilitary troops along with other members and sympathisers of the Nazi Party kill around 
100 Jewish civilians, arrest at least 25,000 others who are sent to concentration camps, attack 
8,000 Jewish owned stores across Germany and Austria, and burn 300 Jewish synagogues to the 
ground.   

10 November. Turkish president and former freedom fighter Mustafa Kemal Ataturk dies.  

British author and linguist J. R. R. Tolkien publishes his fantasy novel The Hobbit. 

1939
24 January. Around 30,000 people are killed by an earthquake in Chile.

30 January. In a speech in the German parliament, Nazi leader Adolf Hitler warns that a war 
against Germany will lead to the annihilation of all Jews in Europe. 

6 February. British prime minister Neville Chamberlain in a speech in the British parliament 
says that a German attack on France will be seen as an attack on the United Kingdom. 

14 March. On the advice of Adolf Hitler, Slovakia declares independence from the rest of the 
Czechoslovak Republic. 

15 March. Germany invades and occupies all of Bohemia and Moravia – the Czechoslovak 
Republic ceases to exist. 

22 March. Germany invades and annexes the former East Prussian city of Memel and its 
surrounding territory from Lithuania. 

23 March. Hungary invades Slovakia and annexes its eastern territories. 

1 April. The Spanish Civil War ends in a total victory for Francisco Franco and the Fascist 
regime. 

7 April. Italy invades and annexes Albania. 



11 April. Hungary withdraws from the League of Nations. 

1 May. The comic book super hero Batman makes his first appearance. 

9 May. Spain withdraws from the League of Nations.

17 May. The United Kingdom drastically restricts Jewish immigration into Palestine. 

17 May. George VI becomes the first British regent to visit Canada. 

4 June. A ship with nearly 1,000 Jewish refugees from Nazi Germany is denied entrance to the 
United States of America and is forced to return to Germany.

17 June. The last public execution by guillotine takes place in France. 

6 July. The last remaining Jewish businesses are closed by the German Nazi regime. 

23 August. Germany and the Soviet Union sign the Molotov-Ribbentrop Pact, named after 
Soviet Foreign Commisar Vyacheslav Molotov and German Foreign Minister Joachim von 
Ribbentrop. With the pact, the two countries agree not to attack each other, and to divide eastern 
Europe between them. Finland, Estonia, Latvia, Lithuania, eastern Poland and northeastern 
Romania are to be annexed by the Soviet Union, while western Poland is to be annexed by 
Germany. 

25 August. The American children’s musical fantasy movie The Wizard of Oz starring Judy 
Garland premieres. 

1 September. The Second World War begins as Germany invades Poland and the Free City of 
Danzig. 

2 September. The Free City of Danzig is annexed into Germany. 

3 September. The United Kingdom and France declare war on Germany. 

10 September. Canada declares war on Germany. 

15 September. The German army lays siege on the Polish capital Warsaw. 

17 September. The Soviet Union invades and occupies eastern Poland. 

21 September. Reinhard Heydrich, head of the Nazi German secret police the Gestapo, orders 
that all Jews in Poland are to be transferred into ghettos set up by the Nazi regime. 



22 September. The German and Soviet armies together hold a victory parade celebrating the 
successful invasion of Poland. 

28 September. The Polish capital Warsaw comes under the full control of the German army. 

8 October. Western Poland is annexed into Germany and the Polish state ceases to exist.   

17 November. Due to protests against the Nazi occupation of the city, Nazi German troops 
storm the University of Prague, kill nine students and capture 1,200 more students and send 
them to concentration camps. The Nazi regime procedes to close down all universities in 
Bohemia and Moravia.   

30 November. The Finnish Winter War begins as the Soviet Union invades Finland. 

14 December. The Soviet Union is expelled from the League of Nations. 

15 December. The American romantic drama movie Gone With the Wind starring Vivien Leigh 
and Clark Gable premieres. 

American author John Steinbeck publishes his novel The Grapes of Wrath.

1940
8 January. The Finnish army crushingly defeats the Soviet army in the Battle of Suomussalmi 
during the Finnish Winter War. 

1 February. The Soviet army occupies the Karelian Isthmus in Finland. 

7 February. The animated movie Pinocchio by Walt Disney Studios premieres.

5 March. More than 20,000 captured Polish civilians and soldiers are executed by the Soviet 
Union in the Katyn Massacre in Russia.

12 March. Finland and the Soviet Union sign the Moscow Peace Treaty, ending the Finnish 
Winter War. The treaty is a disaster for Finland, as it is forced to cede almost all of Karelia to 
the Soviet Union, including Finland’s second largest city Viipuri. 

9 April. Germany invades Denmark and Norway. The Danish army surrenders after only five 
hours, while fighting in Norway continues. 

12 April. The United Kingdom occupies the Danish Faroe Islands in the North Sea. 

10 May. Germany invades the Netherlands, Belgium and Luxembourg. On the same day, the 



United Kingdom invades and occupies Iceland. 

10 May. British prime minister Neville Chamberlain resigns. He is succeeded by Winston 
Churchill. 

13 May. Queen Wilhelmina of the Netherlands, along with her family and the Dutch 
government, flees to the United Kingdom. 

14 May. Germany carries out massive bombing of the Dutch port city of Rotterdam, destroying 
much of the old city and killing about a thousand Dutch civilians. 

15 May. The Dutch army surrenders to the German army.  

15 May. The first McDonald’s fast food restaurant opens in California in the United States of 
America. 

17 May. The Belgian capital Brussels is taken by the German army. 

20 May. Auschwitz – the largest Nazi German concentration camp – is opened between the 
cities of Katowice and Krakow in German occupied southern Poland. Starting out as a camp to 
hold political prisoners, from late 1941 it will soon be widely extented and transformed into a 
combined extermination camp and labour camp.

28 May. The Belgian army surrenders to the German army. 

3 June. The German airforce begins to bomb the French capital Paris. 

4 June. British, French and Belgian troops cut off by the German army at Dunkirk in northern 
France are successfully evacuated across the English Channel to the United Kingdom.   

7 June. King Haakon VII of Norway along with his family and Norwegian government flees to 
the United Kingdom. 

10 June. The Norwegian army surrenders to the German army – Norway falls under full 
German control.   

10 June. Italy declares war on France and the United Kingdom. The same day, Canada declares 
war on Italy. 

11 June. The United Kingdom invades the Italian colony of Libya. 

14 June. The German army takes the French capital Paris. The French government flees to 
Bordeaux in southwestern France. 



22 June. Germany and France sign an armistice – inside the same railroad compartment in the 
Compiègne forest that was used for the armistice after the First World War. France armisice 
deal divides France in half into the nominally independent German vassal state of Vichy France 
under the new French prime minister Philippe Pétain in the south, and a northern half under 
direct German occupation which includes the French capital Paris. 

23 June. German leader Adolf Hitler visits German occupied Paris.   

30 June. Germany occupies the British Channel Islands in the English Channel. 

3 July. The British navy attacks the French naval bases in Algeria to prevent the French 
battleships from falling into the hands of Germany. 1,300 French soldiers are killed by the 
British, one French battleship is sunk and several more are badly damaged. 

19 July. Adolf Hitler appeals to the United Kingdom for a peace deal, but the British 
government refuses any negotiations. 

27 July. The cartoon character Bugs Bunny makes his first appearance. 

3 August. The Soviet Union annexes Lithuania. 

5 August. The Soviet Union annexes Latvia.

6 August. The Soviet Union annexes Estonia. 

19 August. Italy occupies British Somaliland. 

20 August. Former Soviet ideologue and revolutionary Leon Trotsky is assassinated with an ice 
axe by Soviet agents inside his home in exile in Mexico. 

30 August. Pressured by Germany and Italy, Romania is forced to cede northern Transylvania to 
Hungary. 

7 September. Germany begins the Blitz – 57 consecutive nights of strategic bombings of the 
United Kingdom. In total, more than 40,000 British civilians are killed by the bomb raids, and 
more than a hundred thousand are injured.  

9 September. In a attempt at ethnic cleansing, the Hungarian army kills nearly a hunded 
Romanian civilians in the village of Trezenea in the newly annexed northern Transylvania. 

12 September. Large, well preserved 17,000 years old cave paintings of animals are found in the 
Lascaux cave in southern France.  



14 September. 160 Romanian civilians are killed by the Hungarian army in the Ip Massacre in 
northern Transylvania. 

22 September. Japan invades French Indochina. 

27 September. Germany, Italy and Japan sign the Tripartite Pact, creating the Axis of mutual 
assistance. 

15 October. The Warsaw Ghetto is opened in Warsaw in Nazi German occupied Poland. More 
than 400,000 Jews from the city and its surroundings will be forcibly relocated to the tiny 
ghetto, where more than a hundred thousand of them will die from starvation, rampant diseases 
and violence from the Nazi German guards.  

15 October. The American satirical comedy The Great Dictator starring Charlie Chaplin 
premieres. The movie ridicules the German leader Adolf Hitler and the Nazi Party.  

28 October. Italy invades Greece. 

6 November. British author Agatha Christie publishes her mystery novel And Then There Were 
None.

10 November. A thousand people are killed by an earthquake in Romania. 

13 November. The animated musical movie Fantasia by Walt Disney Studios premieres. 

14 November. Almost the entire British city of Coventry is destroyed in German air raids and 
nearly 600 civilians are killed.

20 November. Hungary, Romania and Slovakia all ally with Germany, Italy and Japan. 

25 November. A British ship attempting to deport 1,800 Jewish refugees from Palestine to 
the Indian Ocean island of Mauritius is sunk by the Jewish paramilitary organisation Hagana, 
killing 250 of the refugees on board. 

29 December. The German air force starts the Second Great Fire of London with a massive 
bombing raid against the British capital, starting more than 1,500 fires across the city.  

1941
January. Nazi Germany begins its euthanasia program, killing more than 10,000 disabled 
persons in specially constructed gas chambers. 

19 February. Germany begins three nights of insense bombing of the Welsh city of Swansea, 



almost completely levelling the city and killing 230 civilians. 

25 February. An uprising begins among civilians in the occupied Netherlands against the Nazi 
deportation of Jews from Amsterdam.  

1 March. Bulgaria joins the war as an ally of Germany.

25 March. Yugoslavia joins the war as an ally of Germany

27 March. The government of Yugoslavia is overthrown in an anti-German coup d’état.   

6 April Germany invades Yugoslavia and Greece. 

10 April. Germany establishes an independent Croatian state over the western part of occupied 
Yugoslavia under the Croatian Facist organisation Ustase, as a vassal state of Nazi Germany. 

12 April. The German army takes the Yugoslavian capital Belgrade.

27 April. The German army takes the Greek capital Athens. 

1 May. The American movie Citzen Kane written and directed by Orson Welles premieres. 

5 May. The Ethiopian capital Addis Ababa is retaken from Italian control by Ethiopian troops 
and emperor Haile Selassie is able to return. 

10 May. Rudolf Hess, third in command within the German Nazi government behind Adolf 
Hitler and Hermann Goering and one of the longest serving members of the Nazi Party, 
parachutes into the United Kingdom, claiming to have come on a secret peace mission without 
the knowledge of the Nazi leadership. He is immediately arrested by British troops. 

19 May. The Communist Nationalist organisation Viet Minh is formed by the Communist 
revolutionary Ho Chi Minh in Vietnam in French Indochina in order to fight for independence 
from France. 

27 May. The German battleship Bismarck is sunk by the British navy, killing 2,200 German 
marines. 

4 June. The former German emperor Wilhelm II dies in his exile in the Netherlands. 

14 June. The Soviet Union begins to deport about 65,000 civilians from Estonia, Latvia and 
Lithuania whom the regime deem to the ”anti-Soviet” to prison camps in Siberia. 

22 June. Germany begins its Operation Barbarrossa – the invasion of the Soviet Union – thus 



breaking the Molotov-Ribbentrop Pact. 

25 June. Finland attacks the Soviet Union in hope of reclaiming Karelia. 

3 July. Soviet leader Joseph Stalin declares that a scorched earth policy is to be used against the 
invading German armies. 

4 July. German troops arrest and execute 25 Polish academics in the city of Lwow (formerly 
Austro-Hungarian Lemberg) in an attempt to quell anti-German activity in the city.  

30 July. Members of the Croatian Fascist Ustase movement kill 200 Serbs inside an Orthodox 
Christian church in the Croatian Nazi German vassal state. 

24 August. Due to large protests from the German public and the German churches, the Nazi 
regime is forced to end its euthanasia programme against disabled Germans. 

3 September. Nazi Germany for the first time uses the pesticide gas Zyklon B for committing 
mass killings – against Soviet prisoners of war in the Auschwitz concentration camp. 

6 September. All Jews within Germany and its occupied areas become forced to at all time wear 
a yellow star with the word ”Jude” (”Jew”) so that they at all times can be easily identified. 

8 September. The German army lays siege on the Soviet Union’s second largest city Leningrad. 

29 September, More than 33,000 Jews are arrested, shot and thrown into mass graves by the 
Nazi German army in the Babi Yar Massacre in Soviet Ukraine. 

1 October. The Majdanek concentration camp opens in the outskirt of Lublin in German 
occupied Poland. 

3 October. The American noir movie The Maltese Falcon starring Humphrey Bogart premieres. 

13 October, SS leader Heinrich Himmler orders the construction of the Belzec camp in 
southeastern Poland – the first Nazi German extermination camp. 

20 October. Nazi German troops execute 2,800 civilian Serbian men and boys in the Kragujevac 
Massacre in Nazi occupied Yugoslavia. 

27 November. The German army reaches the Soviet capital Moscow.

6 December. The Soviet Union begins a counter offensive to force the German army away from 
Moscow.



7 December. The Japanese air force attacks the United States military base Pearl Harbor in 
Hawaii, destroying several American battleships and killing more than 60 people. 

8 December. The Nazi German concentration camp Chelmno is western Poland begins 
operation with the killing of Jews from the ghetto in Lodz by gassing.  

8 December. The Japanese army attacks the Kingdom of Thailand, the United States colony of 
the Philippines and the British colonies of Hong Kong and Malaya.

8 December. The United States of America and the United Kingdom declare war on Japan. 

11 December. Germany and Italy declare war on the United States of America.

12 December. Hungary and Romania declare war on the United States of America.

21 December. The Kingdom of Thailand signs a military alliance with Japan. 

23 December. British troops capture the city of Benghazi in Italian Libya. 

25 December. The British colony of Hong Kong surrenders to the Japanese army. 

1942
7 January. The German army is forced to retreat from Moscow, swiftly pushed back by the 
Soviet army as the freezing winter rages. 

11 January. The Japanese army invades the Dutch East Indies, and on the same day captures 
Kuala Lumpur, the capital of British Malaya. 

19 January. The Japanese army invades the British colony of Burma. 

20 January. The Wannsee Conference is held by the picturesque lake Wannsee just outside 
Berlin. At the meeting, head of the Nazi German secret police Reinhard Heydrich outlines to the 
various German departments the implementation of what is called ”The Final Solution to the 
Jewish Question” – the systematic, industrialised extermination of all Jews in Europe. Under the 
overseeing of the SS led by Heinrich Himmler, the Jews will be killed by the many thousands 
by the day by poisonous gas in gas chambers in specially set up extermination camps, by being 
work to death in labour camps, and by being shot in mass executions. In total, the campaign 
will lead to the deaths of about six million Jewish men, women and children – two-thirds of the 
Jewish population in Europe – in what becomes known as the Holocaust.          

25 January. Thailand declares war on the United States of America and the United Kingdom. 

15 February. The city of Singapore in British Malaya is taken by Japanese troops. 



17 March. The Belzec extermination camp opens in southeastern Nazi German occupied 
Poland. Around 600,000 Jews will be killed in the gas chambers of the camps.

15 April. The British colony of Malta is awarded the St. George cross by British king George 
VI for the bravery and restistance of the small islands and their population against the constant 
heavy bombarment of the islands by the German air force. 

26 April. The German parliament is completely dissolved, transferring its last few remaining 
powers directly to Adolf Hitler, and proclaiming him the ”Supreme Leader of the German 
People”.  

28 April. The Sobibor extermination camp opens in southeastern Nazi German occupied Poland. 
Around 250,000 Jews will be killed in the gas chambers of the camp. 

7 May. The United States troops in the Philippines surrender to the Japanese army. 

27 May. Reinhard Heydrich, head of the German secret police, is severely wounded in an 
assassination attempt by two agents of the Czechoslovak government-in-exile. 

30 May. The British air force heavily bombs the Germany city of Cologne. Around 500 German 
civilians are killed and more than 5,000 are wounded, 13,000 civilian homes are destroyed, 
along with several hospitals, schools and churces, and more than a hundred thousand civilians 
flee the city after the raid.   

4 June. Nazi German head of the secred police Reinhard Heydrich dies of his severe injures 
from the assassination attempt. 

7 June. The United States navy decisively defeats the Japanese navy in the Battle of Midway 
west of Hawaii. 

7 June. Japanese troops invade the Aleutian Islands in the U.S. state of Alaska. 

8 June. Submarines of the Japanese navy bombard the Australian cities of Sydney and 
Newcastle.  

10 June. As a retalliation against the assassination of Nazi German secret police leader Reinhard 
Heydrich, SS leader Heinrich Himmler orders all men in Czech village of Lidice over the age 
of 15 are executed by firing squad, while all women and smaller children of the village are sent 
to concentration camps. Most of them will be killed by gassing at the Chelmno extermination 
camp in Nazi occupied Poland. The village itself is completely razed to the ground.   

24 June. In a second retalliation against the assassination of the head of the Nazi German secret 



police Reinhard Heydrich, all men and women in the Czech village of Lezaky are executed by 
firing squad and the village is completely razed to the ground. The children of the village are 
sent to the Chelmno extermination camp in Nazi occupied Poland.  

1 July. The German army under field Marshall Erwin Rommel – nicknamed ”The Desert Fox” – 
attacks the British army in the First Battle of El Alamein in Egypt. 

23 July. Nazi Germany begins mass deportation of Jews from the Warsaw Ghetto to the 
Treblinka extermination camp, where they will be killed by gassing. 

27 July. The First Battle of El Alamein between German and British troops ends in a stalemate.

22 August. Brazil declares war on Germany and Italy. 

23 August. The Battle of Stalingrad begins in southern Russia between the attacking German 
and defending Russian armies.

30 August. Germany annexes Luxembourg. 

5 September. The British army defeats the German army under Erwin Rommel in the Battle of 
Alam el Haifa in Egypt. 

9 October. Australia adopts the Statute of Westminster, and thus becomes a fully independent 
country. 

23 October. British troops attack the German troops in the Second Battle of El Alamein in 
Egypt. 

4 November. The British army defeats the German army under field marshall Erwin Rommel in 
the Second Battle of El Alamein, forcing the German army to retreat. 

8 November. Troops from the United States of America and the United Kingdom land in French 
North Africa. 

10 November. Germany invades and takes direct control of its vassal state of Vichy France. 

26 November. The American movie Casablanca starring Humphrey Bogart and Ingrid 
Bergman premieres. Set during the ongoing Second World War, the movie features as extras 
and supporting actors many refugees who have fled from Nazi Germany and German occupied 
Europe. 

30 November. The Japanese navy defeats the United States navy in the Battle of Tassafaronga 
among the Solomon Islands northeast of Australia.     



1943
14 January. The Casablanca Conference begins in Casablanca in French Morocco between 
British prime minister Winston Churchill, American president Franklin D. Roosevelt, and leader 
of the French resistance movement general Charles de Gaulle to make up a common strategy 
for the continuation of the war. The Allies agree that nothing else is acceptable but complete, 
unconditional German surrender. 

23 January. British troops capture the city of Tripoli in Italian Libya. 

2 February. The five months long Battle of Stalingrad comes to an end as the remaining German 
troops are forced to surrender to the Soviet army. It has been one of the very largest and 
bloodiest battles of the war. The Soviet Union has suffered around 1.1 million casualties in the 
battle, and the German army around 900,000.      

9 February. Around 200 Polish civilians are murdered by the Ukrainian Insurgent Army 
– a nationalist Ukrainian military group – in the Parosla I Massacre in German occupied 
southeastern Poland. It is the first step in an ethnic cleansing campaign by the Ukrainian 
Insurgent Army which will lead to the murder about 100,000 Polish civilians – mostly women 
and children – in the southeastern Polish regions of Volhynia and Galicia.   

17 February. The German army defeats the United States army in the Battle of Sidi Bou Zid in 
French Tunisia. 

18 February. Leading members of the White Rose movement – an anti-Nazi resistance 
movement in Germany – are captured by the Nazi regime. They are sentenced to death and 
executed by guillotine four days later on February. 22. 

22 March. The entire population of the village of Khatyn – around 200 people – are burned 
alived by Nazi German troops in the Khatyn Massacre in the western Soviet Union. 

19 April. German troops enter the Warsaw Ghetto to round up its remaining Jews and send them 
to extermination camps. But its inhabitants refuse to surrender and instead fight for their lives, 
in what becomes known as the Warsaw Ghetto Uprising. 

16 May. The Warsaw Ghetto Uprising ends as the uprising is mercilessly beaten down by 
German troops. Around 13,000 Jews have been killed during the uprising. The remaining 
50,000 inhabitants of the ghetto are sent to the extermination camps – most of them to 
Treblinka. The ghetto is razed to the ground, and the new Warsaw concentration camps is built 
in its stead. 

30 May. Nazi Germany begins the dismantling of the Krakow Ghetto in occupied Poland. 
Nearly all of its Jewish inhabitants are sent to the extermination camps at Belzec and 



Auschwitz.  

5 July. The Battle of Kursk – the largest tank battle in history – begins between the German and 
Soviet armies in the western Soviet Union. 

9 July. Troops of the Allies – from the United Kingdom, the United States of America, Canada, 
India, South Africa and the French Restistance – invade Italy through the island of Sicily. 

24 July. The United Kingdom and Canada begin a four months long intense bombing campaign 
against the northern German port city of Hamburg. Nearly 50,000 civilians in the city are killed, 
around 250,000 civilian homes are destroyed, and about one million civilians are forced to flee 
the city.   

25 July. Due to the invasion of Italy by the Allies, Italian Fascist leader Benito Mussolini is 
deposed, arrested and imprisoned by the Italian government. General Petro Badoglio becomes 
the new prime minister of Italy. 

23 August. The massive Battle of Kursk ends in a decisive victory for the Soviet army after one 
and a half month of fighting. 

3 September. The troops of the Allies invade the Italian mainland.

8 September. Italy surrenders to the Allied troops of the United Kingdom, the United States of 
America, Canada, India, South Africa and Resistance France.  

12 September. Former Italian Fascist leader Benito Mussolini is freed by German troops from 
his imprisonment. 

23 September. Nazi Germany invades and establishes its new Fascist vassal state the Italian 
Social Republic in northern Italy down to and including Rome, with former Italian fascist leader 
Benito Mussolini as its head of state. 

13 October. The Kingdom of Italy under its new prime minister Petro Badoglio declares war on 
Germany. 

14 October. A revolt breaks out at the Sobibor extermination camp in German occupied Poland. 
600 prisoners try to escape – but only 50 are successful. Immediately after the revolt, SS leader 
Heinrich Himmler, head manager of the extermination camp system, orders the camp to be 
closed down. The remaining Jewish inmates are transferred to other extermination camps and 
concentration camps across occupied Poland, and the Sobibor camps is completely dismantled 
in an attempt to hide  evidence of the mass murders.     

18 November. The British air force begins to bomb the German capital Berlin. The British 



bombing raids kill 4,000 civilians in the city, injures another 10,000 civilians, and leave about 
450,000 people in the city homeless. The old imperial City Palace of the former Hohenzollern 
Dynasty is destroyed, as are several old churches in the city, as well as Berlin Zoo, where nearly 
all of the animals are killed or injured, and the old Hohenzollern palace of Charlottenburg in 
western Berlin is badly damaged.  

22 November. Lebanon gains full independence from France. 

22 November. The Kaiser Wilhelm Memorial Church is badly damaged during a British 
bombing raid over Berlin.   

28 November. The Tehran Conference begins in the Iranian capital Tehran between British 
prime minister Winston Churchill, American president Franklin D. Roosevelt and Soviet leader 
Joseph Stalin. The four-day conference is held to make up a joint strategy between the countries 
for the continuation of the war.

13 December. German troops execute all men and boys aged 12 and up in the Greek village of 
Kalavryta – numbering more than 500 – before completely burning the village to the ground. 

Mass famine breaks out in Bengal in Britsh India, claiming the lives of about four million 
people. However, British prime minister Winston Churchill refuses to allocate any resources to 
Bengal in order to alleviate the famine.  

1944
15 January. Around 14,000 people are killed by the San Juan Earthquake in Argentina. 

17 January. The Battle of Monte Cassino begins as troops from the United Kingdom, the 
United States of America, the French Resistance, the Kingdom of Italy, Canada, Australia, New 
Zealand, India, South Africa and others face the troops of Germany and its vassal state the 
Italian Social Republic to the southeast of Rome.  

27 January. The German siege on the Soviet city of Leningrad ends after nearly two and a half 
years, as the German army is forced to retreat. More than a million of the city’s civilians have 
died during the siege – from starvation, diseases and military violence. 

3 February. The army of the United States of America captures the Marshall Islands in the 
western Pacific Ocean from the Empire of Japan. 

23 February. The Chechen and Ingush peoples of the northern Caucasus begin to be forcibly 
transferred to Central Asia on the orders of Soviet leader Joseph Stalin.   

9 March. Almost 600 civilians are killed and 25,000 become homeless due to Soviet bombing 
raids in the Estonian capital Tallinn. 



15 March. Homosexuality is decriminalised in Sweden. 

19 March. After rumours reaches Germany that its ally Hungary plans to sign an armistice with 
the United Kingdom and its allies, the German army enters and occupies Hungary.  

24 March. More than 300 Italian political prisoners and Jewish civilians are executed by 
German troops in the Ardeatine Massacre in Rome. 

12 May. The strategically important Crimean Peninsula is fully liberated from German control 
by Soviet troops. 

15 May. Germany begins the evacuation of Jewish civilians in newly occupied Hungary to 
extermination camps in German occupied Poland. 

18 May. After four monts of fighting, the Battle of Monte Cassino ends in victory for the troops 
of the Allies and the German troops are forced to retreat. 

18 May. The Soviet Union begins to deport all Crimean Tatars to Central Asia.   

2 June. A provisional French government is formed by the French Resistance, with Charles de 
Gaullle as its chairman. 

4 June. Allied troops capture the Italian capital Rome from the German vassal state the Italian 
Social Republic. 

6 June. In a massive joint operation known as D Day, more than 150,000 soldiers from the 
Allied armies of the United Kingdom, the United States of America, France, Canada, Australia, 
New Zealand, Belgium, the Netherlands, Czechoslovakia, Denmark, Norway, Greece and 
Poland successfully land on the beaches of Normandy in northern German occupied France, 
and after fierce battles with the defending German troops, they are able to advance inland into 
France. More than 4,000 Allied soldiers are killed during the landings. 

17 June. Iceland becomes a republic and thus breaks its last political bonds with the Kingdom of 
Denmark.  

22 June. British troops defeat the Japanese troops in the Battle of Kohima in northeastern 
British India, forcing the Japanese troops to withdraw from India. 

3 July. Soviet troops liberate the city of Minsk in western Russia from German occupation. 

9 July. The Finnish army succeeds in stopping the Soviet army on the Karelian Isthmus from 
advancing further into the country in the Battle of Tali-Ihantala.  



13 July. Soviet troops capture the German occupied Polish city of Wilno (Vilnius). 

20 July. An assassination attempt is carried out against German leader Adolf Hitler by German 
military officers led by Klaus von Stauffenberg. Their plan is to carry out a coup d’état and 
take over the leadership of Germany after the death of Hitler and sue for peace with the Allies 
to prevent further suffering for the German people. Stauffenberg places a bomb inside Hitler’s 
”Wolf’s Lair” military headquarter in a forest in East Prussia during a military conference. 
The bomb kills four persons in the rooms – but Hitler survives without any serious injures. 
Meanwhile the conspirator have started in Berlin in the belief that Hitler is dead, and manage 
to take control of the city and disarm much of the Nazi intelligence agency and paramilitary in 
Berlin before paramilitary leader Heinrich Himmler manages to take control of the situation and 
the news reach Berlin that Hitler is still alive. More than 7,000 conspirators are arrested by the 
Nazi regime and 5,000 of them are executed. 

21 July. Klaus von Stauffenberg, leader of the assassination attempt against Adolf Hitler and the 
coup attempt against the Nazi regime, is executed by firing squad in the courtyard outside the 
Bendlerblock building complex in central Berlin. 

1 August. The Warsaw Uprising break out as the troops of the Polish Resistance Movement 
attack the German occupiers of the Polish capital Warsaw while awaiting support from 
encroaching Soviet troops.   

5 August. The Nazi German army begins the Wola Massacre in Warsaw as retalliation against 
the attack from the Polish Resistance Movement. During the week-long massacre, around 
50,000 Polish civilians in the city are indiscriminately killed in mass executions by the German 
troops.   

10 August. United States troops defeat the Japanese troops in the Battle of Guam and take 
control of the island from the Japanese. 

12 August. The Allied armies take control of the city of Florence in northern Italy from the 
Fascist Italian Social Republic.   

23 August. Romanian prime minister Ion Antonescu is deposed and arrested in a coup d’état, 
after which Romania immediately switches side in the war and joins the Soviet Union in the 
fight against Nazi Germany. 

25 August. The Allied armies liberate the French capital Paris from Nazi German occupation 
and are met by thousands of jubilant Parisians as they enter the city. Charles de Gaulle, the 
leader of the French Resistance Movement, establishes a new provisional French government in 
the city. 



3 September. The Belgian capital Brussels is liberated from Nazi occupation by the Allied 
armies.  

6 September. Soviet troops capture the town of Narva in eastern Estonia. 

7 September. The Belgian government returns to its liberated capital Brussels from its exile in 
the United Kingdom.  

19 September. The war between the Soviet Union and Finland ends as an armistice is signed 
between the two countries. Finland retains its independence, but is forced to acknowledge the 
catastrophic loss of nearly all of Karelia. In addition, Finland is also forced to cede the Petsamo 
region to the Soviet Union, and thus loses its only coastline on the Arctic Ocean.   

22 September. Soviet troops capture the Estonian capital Tallinn. 

2 October. The Nazi German military manages to brutally beat down and end the Warsaw 
Uprising. Around 200,000 Polish civilians have been killed by Nazi German soldiers in the two 
months since the uprising began, and another 700,000 Polish civilians have been expelled from 
the city. As the uprising ends, more than half of Warsaw is utterly destroyed completely levelled 
by the German troops as retalliation, including the entire Medieval Old Town of the city centre. 

12 October. The Greek capital Athens is liberated from Nazi German occupation by Allied 
troops. 

14 October. German field marshall in North Africa Erwin Rommel is forced by the Nazi 
leadership to either commit suicide or be executed and dishonoured after he is accused of being 
involved in the assassination attempt against Adolf Hitler. He chooses suicide. 

7 November. Jewish forced labourers at the Nazi German extermination camp at Auschwitz 
rise up in revolt and kill more than 70 members of the SS paramilitary running the camp before 
being massacred themselves.

13 November. Soviet troops capture the Latvian capital Riga. 

20 November. Troops from the Yugoslav Resistance Movement along with Soviet troops 
liberate the Yugoslav capital Belgrade from Nazi German occupation. 

21 November. The Allied troops enter into Germany and capture the city of Aachen. 

16 December. The German army launches the Battle of the Bulge offensive against the Allied 
armies in the Ardennes region in Luxembourg and southern Belgium.  

16 December. American and Philippine troops defeat the Japanese troops in the Battle of 



Mindoro in the Philippines and capture the island of Mindoro from Japanese control.     

19 December. The French daily newspaper Le Monde is founded in Paris.  

26 December. American and Philippine troops defeat the Japanese troops in the Battle of Leyte 
in the Philippines and capture the island of Leyte from Japanese control.   

1945
13 January. The Soviet army crosses into East Prussia in eastern Germany. 

16 January. German leader Adolf Hitler retreats into his massive Fuehrerbunker complex 
underneath Berlin as the Soviet army begins to get close to the city. 

17 January. The Soviet army captures the Polish capital Warsaw, ending the Nazi German 
occupation of the devastated city. 

18 January. The Nazi German SS paramilitary begins to evacuate the Auschwitz concentration 
camp in Nazi German occupied southern Poland as the Soviet army approaches. Around 60,000 
of the surviving prisoners in the camp are forced on a death by the German troops to reach other 
concentration camps further west – those who are all too sick or weak to walk are left behind to 
starve. 15,000 prisoners die during the march. 

23 January. The German navy under grand admiral Karl Doenitz begins a massive rescue 
operation of evacuating German civilians from East Prussia and save them from the 
approaching ruthless Soviet army. In total, nearly a million German civilians are evacuated from 
East Prussia during the following four months.  

27 January. The Soviet army reaches the Auschwitz concentration camp and extermination 
camp. There, they find 8,000 sick, starved and dying prisoners and about 600 dead bodies. In 
total around 1.1 million people have been murdered in the massive camp. Around 90 percent of 
those killed have been Jews. Other groups which have been interred and in killed in the camp 
include Romas, Jehovah’s Witnesses, homosexuals, political dissidents and prisoners of war.   

30 January. Around 10,000 German refugees are killed as a German evacuation ship is sunk by 
a Soviet submarine in the Baltic Sea. 

3 February. The Yalta Conference begins on the Crimean Peninsula in the Soviet Union between 
British prime minister Winston Churchill, American president Franklin D. Roosevelt and Soviet 
leader Joseph Stalin. The week-long conference is held to begin reaching an agreement how to 
create the now borders of Europe and to begin dividing up spheres of influence on the continent 
as victory in the war seems to become imminent.   

13 February. The British and United States air forces begin a three day massive bombing 



campaign of the German city of Dresden – the former capital of the Kingdom of Saxony 
and one of the most beautiful cities in Europe. Around 25,000 civilians in the city are killed, 
hundreds of thousands are injured, and more than 90 percent of the city, including all of its 
Medieval Old Town is completely destroyed, along with Dresden Castle, Dresden Cathedral, 10 
other churches, 19 hospitals, 39 schools, the Dresden Zoo – and 78,000 civilian homes.     

13 February. The Soviet army captures the Hungarian capital Budapest, ending the Nazi 
German occupation of the city. 

23 February. The British army heavily bombs the city of Pforzheim in southwestern Germany, 
killing around 18,000 civilians and destroying more than 80 percent of the city.  

23 February. The Soviet army captures the city of Poznan in westernmost Nazi German 
occupied Poland. 

23 February. The Republic of Turkey joins the Second World War on the side of the Allies. 

3 March. American and Philippine troops defeat the Japanese army in the Battle of Manila, 
capturing the Philippine capital Manila from the Japanese and ending the battle over the 
Philippines. 

3 March. Finland declares war on Germany. 

9 March. The American air force fire bombs the Japanese capital Tokyo. Around 100,000 
thousand Japanese civilians are killed, another 130,000 are injured, and 300,000 homes are 
completely destroyed. 

12 March. The American air force bombs the port town of Swinemunde in Pomerania in 
northern Germany, killing around 20,000 civilians. Most of the civilians killed are refugees 
fleeing from the Soviet invasion of East Prussia.   

16 March. American air force bombs the Japanese city of Kobe, killing around 10,000 civilians, 
more than 600,000 homes are destroyed and much of the city burns to the ground. 

22 March. The massive 800 years old Hildesheim Cathedral in the city of Hildesheim in 
northern Germany is completely destroyed in a bombing campaign by the British air force. 

26 March. The American army defeats the Japanese army in the Battle of Iwo Jima and occupies  
the strategic Japanese island.

6 April. The Yugoslav army captures the city of Sarajevo from the German vassal state the 
Independent State of Croatia. 



8 April. The prisoners of the Buchenwald concentration camp rise up and kill the few remaining 
SS paramilitary guards as the guard attempt to evacuate the camp and force them on a death 
march.   

9 April. After months of intense fighting, the 700 years old German city of Konigsberg in East 
Prussia – the former capital of the Duchy of Prussia and the old seat of the Teutonic Order – 
completely falls to the Soviet army. Nearly all of the city has been utterly destroyed, including 
the Konigsberg Castle constructed by the old Teutonic Order. The Soviet troops begin to mass 
rape German women in the city and indiscriminately killing the city’s civilians.    

11 April. The American army liberates the Buchenwald concentration camp. 

12 April. American president Franklin D. Roosevelt dies from a stroke. He is succeeded by vice 
president Harry S. Truman. 

13 April. The Soviet army captures Vienna, the capital of German annexed Austria.  

15 April. British and Canadian troops liberate the Bergen-Belsen concentration camp in 
northern Germany. At the time of liberation, the prisoners of the camp have been struck by a 
severe pandemic of typhus, causing many thousands of prisoners to die even after the camp’s 
liberation. 

16 April. The Soviet army reaches the German capital Berlin – the Battle of Berlin begins. 
As the war is utterly lost, the German army now fights to keep the ruthless Soviet army from 
conquering  Berlin so that the city may instead be surrendered to the Allied armies. 

22 April. Nazi German SS paramilitary leader Heinrich Himmler puts forth a proposal for 
German surrender to the Allied leaders in attempt at avoiding to having to surrender the country 
to the Soviet forces.  

23 April. As Adolf Hitler is isolated inside his bunker under Berlin, German vice chancellor 
Hermann Goering sends a telegram to Hitler asking for permission to take over the rule of the 
crumbling country. Hitler is infuriated and immediately strips Goering of all his positions within 
the state and expells him from the Nazi Party. 

25 April. A popular uprising is started within the German vassal Fascist state the Italian Social 
Republic by the Italian Resistance Movements as the German troop have been nearly entirely 
pushed out of Italy by the Allied forces. The uprising manages to take full control of the 
cities of Milan and Turin and Fascist leader Benito Mussolini is forced to flee towards neutral 
Switzerland . The Italian Social Republic comes to an end and the Kingdom of Italy regains full 
control of the entire country.   

27 April. Benito Mussolini is captured by Communist partisans near Italy’s border with 



Switzerland.

28 April. Benito Mussolini is executed by his captors. 

29 April. The Dachau concentration camps is liberated by the American army. Many of the SS 
paramilitary guards at the camp are shot on the spot by the American soldiers as they witness 
the atrocities committed there.  

29 April. Former Italian Fascist leader Benito Mussolini’s corpse is dumped on the ground of 
the Piazzale Loreto square in Milan, where civilians mutilate his body by shooting at it, kicking 
it and spitting at it. Thereafter, the body is taken to a gas station where it is hung upside down 
from meat hooks to the stoned by the civilians. 

29 April. Nazi German leader Adolf Hitler marries his mistress Eva Braun. 

30 April. Nazi German leader Adolf Hitler and his wife Eva commit suicide together inside the 
Fuehrerbunker under Berlin. After their suicide, their bodies are immediately burnt by the staff 
at the bunker to avoid them falling into the hands of the Soviet army. Admiral Karl Doenitz 
succeeds Hitler as president of Germany, while minister of propaganda Joseph Goebbels 
succeeds Hitler as chancellor. 

1 May. The news of Adolf Hitler’s death reaches the public. 

1 May. German minister of propaganda and newly appointed German chancellor Joseph 
Goebbels together with his wife Magda kill their six children by poisoning them in their sleep 
inside the Fuehrerbunker, in order to avoid them falling into the hands of the brutal Soviet army. 
Immediately after the deaths of their children, Joseph Goebbels and his wife commit suicide 
together. After their suicide, new German president Karl Doenitz appoints German minister of 
finance Lutz Graf Schwerin von Krosigk as the new German chancellor. 

1 May. Hundreds of inhabitants in the city of Demmin commit mass suicide to escape the mass 
rapes, torture and mass slaughter committed by the Soviet troops in the area. Similar waves of 
German mass suicides occur all across Soviet invaded Germany following atrocities committed 
by the Soviet troops.     

2 May. A new Nazi German government is formed under president Karl Doenitz and chancellor 
Lutz Graf Schwerin von Krosigk, with its headquarters in the town of Flensburg in Schleswig 
next to the Danish border – one of the few regions of Germany not yet occupied by Allied or 
Soviet troops.   

2 May. The Battle of Berlin ends as the German troops in Berlin are forced to surrender to the 
Soviet army. The Soviet army puts the city under occupation and raises the Soviet flag from the 
top of the Reich chancellory building. Following the victory, the occupying Soviet troops begin 



to commit mass rapes of German women, and to indisciminately torture and execute German 
civilians and soldiers. Starvation and disease ravages throughout city, which lays in utter ruin. 

4 May. All remaining German forces in the Netherlands and Denmark unconditionally surrender 
to the Allies, ending the Nazi German occupation of the two countries. All of the remaining 
German troops in the northwestern Germany also surrender to the Allies.   

5 May. Canadian troops enter the Dutch capital Amsterdam. 

8 May. The Second World War ends in Europe after German general Alfred Jodl signs a full 
unconditional surrender. 

9 May. The Soviet army enters the Czechoslovak capital Prague.

9 May. Former Nazi German vice chancellor Hermann Goering surrenders to American troops 
in Austria. 

15 May. Retreating troops from the newly dissolved Independent State of Croatia are massacred 
by Yugoslav partisans in Austria while attempting to surrender. The surviving soldiers are 
forced on a death march from Austria to the Serbian part of Yugoslavia, where the survivors are 
executed or imprisoned, leading to the deaths of thousands of Croatian prisoners of war. 

21 May. German SS paramilitary leader Heinrich Himmler, commander of the Nazi German 
concentration camps and extermination camps, is captured by British troops in northern 
Germany.

23 May. The Nazi regime in Germany comes to end as the Allies fully dissolves the Nazi 
German government. German president Karl Doenitz and German chancellor Lutz Graf 
Schwering von Krosigk are arrested by British troops by the Danish border. Germany ceases to 
exist as an independent country. 

23 May. Heinrich Himmler commits suicide in British captivity. 

6 June. Norwegian king Haakon VII returns to Norway from his exile in the United Kingdom. 

21 June. The Battle of Okinawa between American and Japanese troops ends as the United 
States fully captures and occupies the Japanese island.   

26 June. The United Nations is founded as an international peace organisation to replaced the 
failed League of Nations. The organisation is to consist of a General Assembly of all of the 
world’s nations, as well as a Security Council consisting of the five victorious powers of the 
Second World War – the United Stated of America, the Soviet Union, the United Kingdom, 
France and the Republic of China. 



29 June. Czechoslovakia is forced to cede Carpathian Ruthenia – its easternmost region – to the 
Soviet Union. 

1 July. Germany is divided into separate occupation zones under the control of American, 
British, French and Soviet occupation armies respectively. 

5 July. The American army takes full control of the Philippines from the Japanese army. 

16 July.  An atomic bomb is tested for the first time – a radioactive bomb of plutonium, many 
times stronger than any bomb in human history. It is tested by the American army in a desert in 
New Mexico.

17 July. The Potsdam Conference begins at Cecilienhof just outside Berlin – the home of the 
last German crown prince of the Hohenzollern Dynasty. At the conference, the four victorious 
great powers of the Second World War – the United States of America, the Soviet Union, 
the United Kingdom and France – meet to decide Germany’s new borders and how to divide 
Germany between them. 

26 July. The Conservative Party under Winston Churchill loses the parliamentary election in the 
United Kingdom to the Labour Party under Clement Attlee – Attlee becomes the prime minister 
of the United Kingdom.

29 July. The American army fire bombs the Japanese city of Aomori, killing nearly 2,000 
civilians and destroying nearly 20,000 homes. The attack is a pure act of terror bombing of 
civilians, as the city lacks any military targets. 

1 August. The Potsdam Conference comes to an end as United States president Harry S. 
Truman, Soviet leader Joseph Stalin, British prime minister Clement Attlee and French 
president Charles de Gaulle sign the Potsdam Agreement. According to the agreement, Germany 
is forced to cede all of its territory east of the rive line Oder-Neisse. All of Silesia including the 
city of Breslau (Wroclaw), eastern Brandenburg, most of Pomerania including the city of Stettin 
(Szczecin), and the southern part of East Prussia is ceded to Poland. In addition, Poland also 
received the former Free City of Danzig. Northern East Prussia including the old East Prussian 
capital Konigsberg is ceded to the Soviet Union. The following year, Konigsberg receives the 
new name Kaliningrad after Soviet revolutionary Mikhail Kalinin.  The remainder of Germany 
is divided as zones of occupation between the Allies and the Soviet Union, with the Allies 
receiving control of western Germany and the Soviet Union over the new eastern Germany west 
of the Oder-Neisse line. The German capital Berlin is also divided in half, with western Berlin 
becoming an Allied enclave deep inside Soviet eastern Germany. Austria too, like Germany, 
is divided into Allied and Soviet zones of occupation rather than regaining its independence. 
Eastern Poland with Galicia (including the large city of Lwow, former Austro-Hungarian 
Lemberg). western Belarus and the Wilno (Vilnius) region is annexed by the Soviet Union, as 



are the three Baltic states of Estonia, Latvia and Lithuania. All Germans in the former regions 
of Silesia, eastern Brandenburg, East Prussia and Pomerania are to be forcibly expelled through 
systematic, brutal ethnic cleansing, as are all Germans in Poland, Czechoslovakia, Hungary, 
Yugoslavia, Romania and the Soviet Union. In total, about 2.5 million Germans are driven out 
of their homes and resettled in the Allied and Soviet German occupation zones. An intense de-
Nazification program is also to the started throughout all of German society in order to get rid 
of Nazi influence over the German people, and the United States and the Soviet Union set up 
permanent  military bases within their respective occupation zones.        

6 August. On the orders of president Harry S. Truman, the United States of America drops 
a radioactive atomic bomb on the Japanese city of Hiroshima, in the largest bombing attack 
in history. Around 150,000 Japanese civilians are immediately killed in the attack. Hundreds 
of thousands more die of horrific burns and radiation sickness in the following days, while 
hundreds of thousands more will later develop cancer from the radiation or suffering from life-
long horrific burn injures or mutilations. Almost the entire city is completely levelled to the 
ground. 

9 August.On the orders of president Harry S. Truman, the United States of America drops a 
second radioactive atomic bomb on Japanese civilians – now on the city of  Nagasaki. Around 
80,000 Japanese civilians are immediately killed in the attack. Hundreds of thousands more die 
of horrific burns and radiation sickness in the following days, while hundreds of thousands more 
will later develop cancer from the radiation or suffering from life-long horrific burn injures or 
mutilations. Almost the entire city is completely levelled to the ground.   

14 August. Japan surrenders unconditionally to the United States of America. Japan 
immediately comes under American occupation and ceases to exist as an independent country. 
The Second World War comes to a complete end.  

17 August. The Dutch East Indies unilateraly proclaims independence from the Netherlands 
as the new country of Indonesia under president Sukarno. The self-proclaimed new country is 
swiftly invaded by Dutch and British troops. 

2 September. The Viet Minh movement overthrows the French colonial government over 
Vietnam in Hanoi and the new independent Democratic Republic of Vietnam is declared under 
president Ho Chi Minh.  

8 September. The former Japanese colony of Korea is divided between the United States of 
America and the Soviet Union, as the Soviet Union occupies the northern part and the United 
States occupies the southern part.

21 October. Women gain the right to vote in France. 

24 October. Syria and Lebanon simultaneously gain full independence from France.



20 November. The Nuremberg Trials begin in the city of Nuremberg in Allied occupied 
Germany, as the victorious powers of the United States of America, the Soviet Union, the 
United Kingdom and France put 22 former Nazi German leaders, military commanders and 
collaborators on trial for war crimes and crimes against humanity. Among the prosecuted are 
Nazi German vice chancellor Hermann Goering, admiral and last Nazi German president Karl 
Doenitz, foreign minister Joachim von Ribbentrop, Nazi German chief architect and minister 
of armament Albert Speer, high ranking SS paramilitary member Ernst Kaltenbrunner, field 
marshal Wilhelm Keitel, general Alfred Jodl, Nazi German leader Adolf Hitler’s personal 
lawyer Hans Frank, pre-Nazi German chancellor Franz von Papen, and Nazi German deputy 
leader Rudolf Hess who was captured when parachuting into the United Kingdom in 1941.

29 November. The new Socialist Federal Republic of Yugoslavia is founded over the territory of 
the former Kingdom of Yugoslavia, with Josip Broz Tito as president. 

27 December. The World Bank is created. 

1946
6 January. The United Nations holds its first meeting, in London in the United Kingdom. 
At the meeting, New York City in the United States of America is selected as the permanent 
headquarters of the United Nations, and Norwegian foreign minister Trygve Lie is elected as the 
first UN secretary general.

11 January. Enver Hoxha founds the new Socialist state the People’s Republic of Albania. 

20 January. Charles de Gaulle resigns as president of France. 

1 February. The Kingdom of Hungary is dissolved and replaced by the new Hungarian 
Republic. 

24 February. Juan Peron is elected president of Argentina. 

5 March. Former British prime minister Winston Churchill coins the term ”The Iron Curtain” 
in a speech on the new situation emerging in Europe, with western Europe under the control of 
the Capitalist United States of America and eastern Europe under the control of the Communist 
Soviet Union. It marks the symolic start of the Cold War between the United States of America 
and the Soviet Union over political, military, economic and cultural influence across the world. 

6 March. Vietnamese president Ho Chi Minh signs a peace agreement with France, making 
Vietnam an autonomous state within French Indochina. 

10 April. Women gain the right to vote in Japan.  



20 April. The League of Nations is dissolved.

9 May. King Victor Immanuel III of Italy is forced to abdicate following public pressure. He is 
succeeded by his son Umberto II. 

10 May. Jawaharlal Nehru is elected as leader of the Congress Party in India. The party seeks 
full Indian independence from the United Kingdom. 

2 June. Italy votes in favour of abolishing the monarchy and becoming a republic, in the first 
election where women are allowed to vote.  

4 June. Juan Perón becomes president of Argentina, where he establishes the new ideology of 
Perónism as a third way other than capitalism or communism. 

9 June. Bhumibol Adulyadej becomes king of Thailand. 

10 June. Italy is declared a republic. King Umberto II is forced to abdicate and goes into exile in 
Portugal, ending the rule of the House of Savoy. 

17 June. The British protectorate of Transjordan in eastern Palestine gains full independence as 
the Kingdom of Jordan. 

22 July. More than 90 people are killed as the Zionist extremist organisation Irgun carries out 
a bomb attack at the King David Hotel in Jerusalem during talks between British and Jewish 
representatives on the establishment of a Jewish state in Palestine. 

2 September. The United Kingdom hands over the rule of India to an Indian interrim 
government in preparation for full Indian independence. 

8 September. The Kingdom of Bulgaria is dissolved and replaced by the new Socialist state the 
People’s Republic of Bulgaria. 

30 September. Verdicts are given out at the Nuremberg Trials against prominent members of 
the Nazi German leadership. Nazi German vice chancellor Hermann Goering, foreign minister 
Joachim von Ribbentrop, high ranking SS paramilitary member Ernst Kaltenbrunner, field 
marshal Wilhelm Keitel, general Alfred Jodl and Adolf Hitler’s personal lawyer Hans Frank 
and five others are sentenced to death by hanging. Nazi German deputy leader Rudolf Hess is 
sentenced to life in prison. Nazi German chief architect and minister of armament Albert Speer 
is sentenced to twenty years in prison. Admiral and last Nazi German president Karl Doenitz is 
sentenced to ten years in prison. Pre-Nazi German chancellor Franz von Papen is fully acquitted 
alone with two others of the prosecuted and set free.    

15 October. Former Nazi German vice chancellor Hermann Goering commits suicide in his 



prison cell in Nuremberg on the night before his scheduled execution.  

16 October. Joachim von Ribbentrop, Ernst Kaltenbrunner, Wilhelm Keitel, Alfred Jodl, 
Hans Frank and five other high ranking members of the Nazi regime and German military are 
executed by hanging for war crimes and crimes against humanity. 

4 November. The United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) 
is established in Paris, France.     

15 November. The Netherlands recognises the full independence of the Republic of Indonesia as 
the Indonesian independence war comes to an end. 

11 December. The United Nations Children’s Emergency Fund (Unicef) is established.

19 December. War breaks out anew between the autonomous Vietnamese government and the 
French colonial rulers in French Indochina. 

The ancient Dead Sea Scrolls are found in Palestine. They include ancient texts from the early 
Hebrew Bible of the Jewish people.  

French singer and songwriter Édith Piaf releases her song La vie en rose.

1947
3 January. Joseph McCarthy becomes as senator of the United States of America. Through his 
position he starts a hatefilled witchunt against suspected Communists, Socialists and Labour 
Unionists throughout American society, under what becomes known as McCarthyism.   

31 January. The Communist Party comes to power in Poland. 

12 March. United States president Harry S. Truman announces the Truman Doctrine – a United 
States foreign policy program aimed at stopping the spread of Communism.   

16 April. Rudolf Hoess, chief commandant of the Nazi German Auschwitz concentration and 
extermination camps, is executed by hanging on the grounds of the former camp after having 
been sentenced for mass murder and crimes against humanity in Poland. 

14 August. Pakistan – the Muslim majority areas of former British India – gains full 
independence under governor general Muhammad Ali Jinnah.  

15 August. India gains full independence from the United Kingdom under primer minister 
Jawaharlal Nehru. 

18 September. The Central Intelligence Agency (CIA), a national agency for foreign espionage 



and paramilitary operations, is created in the United States of America. 

25 November. New Zealand becomes a fully independent as it adopts the Statute of 
Westminster.

29 November. The United Nations adopts a plan for the partition of the British mandate of 
Palestine into a Jewish and an Arab country respectively, of roughly equal size, and with 
Jerusalem, holy to both Jews, Muslims and Christians, as a city under international control. 
The Jewish leaders in Palestine agree to the United Nations proposals, but the Arab leaders of 
Palestine reject it as they claim all of Palestine as their rightful land.  

Women gain the right to vote in Argentina. 

1948
4 January. Burma gains full independence from the United Kingdom. 

28 January. 21 Nazi German commanders and soldiers are executed for mass murder and crimes 
against humanity at the conclusion of the Auschwitz Trial in Poland. Among the executed are 
camp commandant Arthur Liebehenschel, female extermination camp commandant Maria 
Brandel, SS paramilitary camp leader Hans Aumeier and secret police camp chief Maximilian 
Grabner.   

30 January. Indian spiritual leader, pacifist and independence movement frontman Mohandas 
Gandhi is assassinated by a Hindu nationalist extremist. 

30 January. The Winter Olympic Games open in St. Moritz, Switzerland. 

4 February. Sri Lanka gains full independence from the United Kingom. 

25 February. The Communist Party comes to power in Czechoslovakia. 

1 April. The Faroe Islands recieves the status of an autonomous constituent country within the 
Kingdom of Denmark. 

3 April. The United States of America implements the Marshall Plan – an economic relief 
project aimed at helping the suffering, devastated post-war countries in western Europe, open 
up for free trade, and prevent the further spread of Communism.  

7 April. The World Health Organization (WHO) is established. 

14 April. The Jewish state of Israel in Palestine declares independence. 

15 April. After the Jewish states of Israel declares its independence, the neighbouring states 



of Jordan, Egypt, Syria and Iraq invade in support of the Arabs in Palestine, starting the Arab 
Israeli War. 

24 June. The Soviet Union initiate a blockade of the roads into Berlin, preventing the United 
States of America, the United Kingdom and France from reaching its occupation zones in the 
western part of the city. In response, the air forces of the United States, the United Kingdom, 
Canada, Australia, New Zealand and South Africa begins an airlift of food and other supplies 
into the cut-off West Berlin. 

29 July. The Olympic Games open in London in the United Kingdom. 

9 September. The Communist country of the People’s Democratic Republic of Korea is 
established under leader Kim Il-Sung over the former Soviet occupation zone in northern Korea. 

11 September. Muhammad Ali Jinnah, the founder and first leader of Pakistan, dies. 

6 October. More than 100,000 people are killed in an earthquake in Ashgabat in the 
southernmost Soviet Union.  

12 November. An international war crime tribunal set up in the Japanese capital Tokyo 
sentences seven Japanese Second World War leaders to death, including leading Japanese 
general Hideki Tojo. 

10 December. The United Nations adopts the Universal Declaration of Human Rights. 

The Asiatic cheetah (Acinonyx jubatus virgata) disappears completely from India as the three 
last individuals are killed. It disappears due to human hunting, domestication by human for use 
in hunting, and destruction of its native grassland habitat. 

The death penalty is abolished in Italy.

1949
1 January. A ceasefire is agreed between India and Pakistan in Kashmir as the war comes to a 
stalemate, and the region is temporarily divided along the lines held by the respective country. 

25 January. David Ben-Gurion is elected as the first prime minister of the Jewish state of Israel. 

10 March. The Arab-Israel War comes to an end with a crushing Israeli victory. Nearly all of 
Palestine comes under the control of Israel – the only exceptions being the West Bank and East 
Jerusalem, which  are taken by Jordan, and the tiny Gaza Strip which is taken by Egypt. For 
the Arabs of Palestine, the war is a massive catastrophy. Outclassed and stateless, they flee the 
advancing Israeli army and most Palestine Arabs end up as refugees in the neighbouring Arab 
states of Jordan, Egypt, Lebanon and Syria.    



4 April. The North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO) is founded by the United States of 
America, Canada, and their allies in western Euope, as a military alliance of mutual protection 
against the Soviet Union and its allies. Besides the United States and Canada, its founding 
members are Belgium, Denmark, France, Iceland, Italy, Luxembourg, the Netherlands, Norway, 
Portugal and the United Kingdom, and its headquarters are established in the Belgian capital 
Brussels. 

18 April. Ireland becomes a republic. 

23 April. The Communist troops under Mao Zedong capture the Chinese capital Nanjing. 

5 May. The Council of Europe is founded in Strasbourg in Alsace (former Elsass) in France, 
with the goal of promoting human rights, democracy and the rule of law in Europe. Its founding 
member states are Belgium, Denmark, France, Ireland, Italy, Luxembourg, the Netherlands, 
Norway, Sweden and the United Kingdom. 

12 May. The Soviet Union ends its blockade of West Berlin, once more allowing the United 
States, the United Kingdom and France direct access to their occupation zones.  

23 May. The new, independent country of the Federal Republic of Germany (informally called 
West Germany) is created from the American, British and French occupation zones in western 
Germany, with the city of Bonn as its capital and with Kondrad Adenauer of the Christian 
Democratic Union Party as its first chancellor. West Berlin does not become part of the new 
country however, but remains under formal American, British and French joint occupation, 
although all inhabitants of West Berlin also become citizens of West Germany. West Berlin is 
also given a high degree of self-rule by the occuying powers, and is allowed to send non-voting 
observers to the West German parliament in Bonn. 

29 August. The Soviet Union tests its first atomic bomb.  

1 October. The People’s Republic of China is founded under Communist leader Mao Zedong 
after the Nationalist government under Chiang Kai-shek has been forced to evacuate to the 
island of Taiwan. 

7 October. The Democratic Republic of Germany (GDR, informally called East Germany) 
becomes an independent country, formed from the Soviet occupation zones of eastern Germany, 
with East Berlin as its capital. Communist leader Wilhelm Pieck becomes the country’s first 
head of state.

The death penalty is abolished in the newly created West Germany. 

British author George Orwell publishes his dystopian novel Nineteen Eighty-Four about a 



hypothetical future dicatorial, militaristic mass surveillance society. 

1950
15 February. The animated movie Cinderella by Walt Disney Studios premieres.

27 April. South Africa implements the Group Area Act, leading to the beginning of Apartheid 
– the full segregation between white and black South Africans and the legal discrimination of 
black citizens.

25 June. The Korean War begins as North Korean Communist troops supported by the Soviet 
Union and the People’s Republic of China cross the border into South Korea, supported by the 
United States of America and the United Kingdom. 

16 July. Uruguay wins the soccer World Cup in Brazil after defeating Brazil 2-1 in the deciding 
match of the final group.  

2 October. The comic strip Peanuts by Charles M. Schultz premieres.

17 November. Tensin Gyatso becomes the 14th Dalai Lama – the Buddhist spiritual leader of 
Tibet. 

1951
9 September. Chinese troop occupy the Tibetan capital Lhasa. 

18 September. The American drama movie A Streetcar Named Desire starring Vivien Leigh and 
Marlon Brando premieres. 

26 October. The Conservative Party wins the parliamentary elections in the United Kingdom – 
Winston Churchill becomes British prime minister for a second time. 

23 December. The American adventure movie The African Queen starring Humphrey Bogart 
and Katharine Hepburn premieres. 

24 December. Libya becomes a fully independent country as the Italian colonial rule comes to 
an end.

The European bison (Bison bonasus) is reintroduced to the wild 24 years after its disappearance 
as individuals from zoological gardens are released into Bialowieza National Park in eastern 
Poland. 

American author J. D. Salinger publishes his novel Catcher in the Rye.

1952



6 February. King George VI of the United Kingdom dies. He is succeeded by his daughter 
Elizabeth II. 

14 February. The Winter Olympic Games open in Oslo, Norway. 

18 February. Greece and Turkey become members of the North Atlantic Treaty Organization.

26 February. The United Kingdom announces its creation of an atomic bomb. 

19 July. The Olympic Games open in Helsinki, Finland. 

23 July. The Coal and Steel Community is established – an organisation for increased 
cooperation and trade between France, West Germany, Italy, the Netherlands, Belgium and 
Luxembourg. 

26 July. Eva ”Evita” Perón, the immensely popular wife of Argentinian president Juan Perón, 
titled the ”Spiritual Leader of the Nation”, dies from illness at age 33, sending the Argentinian 
nation into a massive week-long deep mourning.  

20 October. Martial law is declared in the British African colony of Kenya after groups of the 
Kikuyu people rise up in the Mau Mau Rebellion against British colonial rule and oppression. 

5 December. London is enveloped in extremely heavy air pollution in what becomes known as 
the Great Smog. The smog leads to the premature death of more than 10,000 people, and more 
than 100,000 more fall ill. 

1953
5 January. The absurdist play Waiting For Godot by Irish-French playwright Samuel Beckett 
premieres. 

20 January. Dwight D. Eisenhower becomes president of the United States of America.

12 February. The Nordic Council is established as a organisation for political and cultural 
cooperation between the Nordic countries of Denmark, Finland, Iceland, Norway and Sweden. 

5 March. Soviet leader Joseph Stalin dies. 

7 April. Swedish diplomat Dag Hammarskjold becomes secretary general of the United Nations. 

29 May. British explorer Edmund Hillary and Nepalese sherpa Tenzing Norgay become the first 
persons to reach the top of Mount Everest, the highest mountain in the world. 

2 June. Queen Elizabeth II of the United Kingdom is crowned at Westminster Abbey in London. 



18 June. Egypt becomes a republic following the deposition of king Farouk. 

27 July. The Korean War ends with an armistice, with the Soviet and China backed People’s 
Republic of Korea under Kim Il-sung keeping control of the north and American and British 
backed Republic of Korea under Conservative Syngman Rhee keeping control of the south, 
effectively permanently splitting the country in two.

19 August. The American Central Intelligence Agency and the British Secret Intelligence 
Service overthrow the democratically elected, secular nationalist prime minister Mohammad 
Mossadegh of Iran by instigating a coup d’état, as his party plans to nationalise the Iranian oil 
industry rather than letting its profits go to American and British oil companies. Instead, the 
brutal Mohammad Reza Pahlavi is instated by the Americans and British as shah and dicator of 
Iran.  

14 September. Nikita Khrushchev becomes the new leder of the Soviet Union.

9 November. Cambodia gains full independence from France. 

British author Ian Fleming publishes his novel Casino Royale – the first book about the British 
secret agent James Bond. 

1954
19 February. The Soviet leadership under Ukranian-born Nikita Khruschev transfers the Russian 
majority Crimean Peninsula from the Russian Federal Republic to the Unkrainian Federal 
Republic within the Soviet Union. 

26 April. The Japanese movie Seven Samurai directed by Akira Kurosawa premieres. 

4 July. West Germany wins the soccer World Cup in Switzerland, defeating Hungary 3-2 in the 
final. 

1 August. The First Indochina War ends as the French troops leave their former colony. The now 
fully independent Vietnam becomes de facto divided into two separate states – the Communist  
Democratic Republic of Vietnam under the Viet Minh movement led by Ho Chi Minh, and the 
Republic of Vietnam in the south.  

1 November. The extremely brutal and drawn out Algerian War begins between France and 
Algerian pro-indepence troops. 

3 November. The Japanese monster movie Godzilla premieres. 

24 December. Laos gains full independence from France. 



The Neopagan witchcraft religion Wicca is established, originating in the United Kingdom. 

David Attenborough does his first nature documentary television show for the British 
Broadcasting Corporation – he will continue for more than 60 years.  

1955
18 January. The extremely brutal and bloody Mau Mau Rebellion in British Kenya comes to 
an end as the British manage to suppress the rebellion and reach an armistice. A land reform 
program is launched to increase the land holdings of the native Kikuyu at the expense of the 
British colonists. 

5 April. Winston Churchill resigns as prime minister of the United Kingdom due to ill-health. 
He is succeeded by Anthony Eden. 

6 May. The Federal Republic of Germany (West Germany) becomes a member of the North 
Atlantic Treaty Organization. 

15 May. The Warsaw Pact is established as a mutual defence organisation between the 
Communist countries of the Soviet Union, East Germany, Albania, Bulgaria, Czechoslovakia, 
Hungary, Poland and Romania. 

15 May. After several years under joint occupation by the United States of America, the Soviet 
Union, the United Kingdom and France, Austria regains its full independence as the new 
Federal Republic of Austria, within the same borders as before its annexation by Nazi Germany. 
As conditions for the regained independence, Austria is prohibited from becoming part of any of 
the two German states, as well as from joining either the North Atlantic Treaty Organization or 
the Warsaw Pact, and must remain neutral and alliace free in the ongoing Cold War.  

16 June. The animated movie Lady and the Tramp by Walt Disney Studios premieres. 

17 July. The Disneyland theme park opens in Anaheim in California in the United States of 
America, inaugurated by Walt Disney himself. 

21 September. Argentinian leader Juan Perón is deposed in a military coup d’état orchestrated 
by conservatives and lan owning elites in the country. Perón is forced to flee into exile in 
Paraguay. 

27 October. The American movie Rebel Without a Cause premieres – a month after the death of 
its 24-year-old star James Dean. 

1 November. The Vietnam War breaks out between the Democratic Republic of Vietnam (North 
Vietnam) and the Republic of Vietnam (South Vietnam)



1 December. The black woman Rosa Parks refuses to give up her place on the bus to a white 
passenger in Montgomery, Alabama in the racially segregated United States of America and is 
arrested. Her arrest leads to the Montgomery Bus Boycott, before the United States Supreme 
Court rules that segregated buses are unconstitutional. The decision is a first major victory in the 
long struggle to end the segregation and discrimination against black people in the country. 

British author and linguist J. R. R. Tolkien publishes the first two parts of his fantasy novel 
trilogy The Lord of the Rings – The Fellowship of the Ring and The Two Towers. The third part 
– The Return of the King – is published in the following year.   

Russian-American author Vladimir Nabokov publishes his novel Lolita.

1956
26 January. The Winter Olympic Games open in Cortina d’Ampezzo in Italy. 

25 February. Soviet leader Nikita Khrushchev in a speech publicly condemns the atrocities 
committed by his predecessor Joseph Stalin and begins a process of ”de-Stalinisation” of the 
Soviet Union. 

2 March. Morocco gains full independence from France. 

13 March. The American western movie The Searchers directed by John Ford and starring John 
Wayne premieres. 

20 March. Tunisia gains full independence from France.

19 April. Prince Rainier III, ruler of Monaco, marries American movie actress Grace Kelly.

24 May. The first Eurovision Song Contest is held, in Lugano in Switzerland. 

23 June. Gamal Abdel Naser becomes president of Egypt. 

26 July. Egyptian president Gamal Abdel Naser nationalises the Suez Canal, ending Western 
control over the canal. 

23 October. The Hungarian Revolution breaks out as Hungarian leader Irme Nagy begins to 
implement democratic reforms and distance the country from the Soviet Union, in line with the 
wishes of the Hungarian people.  

26 October. The Soviet army invades Hungary and brutally beats down the Hungarian 
revolution. Around 3,000 protesting Hungarian civilians are killed by the Soviet troops and 
nearly a quarter of a million Hungarians flee the country. 



29 October. Israel, the United Kingdom and France invade Egypt in a joint attackt with the goal 
of deposing Egyptian president Gamal Abdel Nasser and regain control of the Suez Canal. 

7 November. The crisis ends as the British and French troops are forced to withdraw. Gamal 
Abdel Nasser remains as president of Egypt and Egypt remains in control of the Suez Canal, 
while Israel occupies the Sinai Peninsula and the Gaza Strip.  

10 November. The Hungarian Revolution ends as it is completely crushed by the Soviet army. 
Janós Kádár is in instituted by the Soviet Union as their new puppet leader in Hungary. 

22 November. Former Hungarian leader and reformist Imre Nagy is arrested by Soviet troops in 
the Hungarian capital Budapest.  

22 November. The Olympic Games open in Melbourne, Australia. 

2 December. Communist revolutionaries led by Fidel Castro and Che Guevara invade Cubaand 
end the rule of the brutal American-backed military dicator Fulgenci Batista. 

American singer Elvis Presley releases his first album and the songs Blue Suede Shoes, Don’t Be 
Cruel, Heartbreak Hotel, Hound Dog and Love Me Tender.

1957
1 January. The French occupation of the Saarland region in western Germany ends and the 
region becomes part of West Germany following a public referendum. 

20 January. Israel ends its occupation of the Sinai Peninsula and hands it back to Egyptian 
control. 

16 February. The Swedish fantasy drama movie The Seventh Seal by Ingmar Bergman 
premieres. 

6 March. The African country of Ghana gains full independence from the United Kingdom. 

31 August. The Federation of Malaya gains full independence from the United Kingdom. 

3 November. The Soviet Union launches its spacecraft Sputnik 2. It is the first spacecraft 
containing a living creature – the dog Laika. 

American singer Elvis Presley releases the songs All Shook Up, Jailhouse Rock and (Let Me Be) 
Your Teddy Bear.



1958
1 January. The European Economic Community is established between France, West Germany, 
Italy, the Netherlands, Belgium and Luxembourg, as a further deepening of the cooperation 
within the European Coal and Steel Community, creating a common market and customs union 
between the countries. Its headquarters are established in the Belgian capital Brussels. 

22 February. The United Arab Republic is formed as Egypt and Syria unite as a single country. 

1 May. The Nordic Passport Union of free movement between the countries of Denmark, 
Finland, Iceland, Norway and Sweden is established. 

16 June. Former Hungarian leader Imre Nagy is executed by Hungary’s new, Soviet friendly 
regime.

29 June. Brazil wins the soccer World Cup in Sweden, defeating Sweden 5-2 in the final. 

29 July. The National Aeronautics and Space Administration (NASA) is founded in the United 
States of America. 

27 September. Almost 1,300 people are killed by a typhoon in Japan. 

2 October. The African country of Guinea gains full independence from France. 

1959
3 January. Alaska becomes the 49th state of the United States of America. 

6 January. The Communist revolutionary forces led by Fidel Castro and Che Guevara conquer 
the Cuban capital Havana and establish a new Communist government over the country with 
Fidel Castro as president. 

8 January. French Second World War resistance movement leader Charles de Gaulle once more 
becomes president of France. 

29 January. The animated movie Sleeping Beauty by the Walt Disney Company premieres. 

9 March. The first Barbie doll is displayed to the public. 

29 March. The American comedy movie Some Like it Hot premieres, starring Marilyn Monroe, 
Tony Curtis and Jack Lemon, and featuring Monroe singing the song I Wanna Be Loved by You.

28 July. The American action thriller movie North by Northwest directed by Alfred Hitchcock 
and starring Cary Grant premieres.  



15 August. Cyprus gains independence from the United Kingdom. However, the United 
Kingdom keeps its two large military base areas on the island – Akrotiri and Dhekelia – under 
British sovereignty. 

21 August. Hawaii becomes the 50th state of the United States of America. 

26 September. More than 5,000 people are killed by a typhoon in Japan. Around 40,000 more 
are injured and more than 1.5 million people are left homeless. 

18 November. The American historical drama movie Ben-Hur starring Charlton Heston 
premieres. 

1 December. The Antarctic Treaty is signed between the United States of America, the Soviet 
Union, the United Kingdom, France, Argentina, Chile, Australia, New Zealand, Norway, 
Belgium, Japan and South Africa. The treaty sets aside the entire Antarctic continent and its 
nearest surroundings as a politically neutral scientific preserve for peaceful cooperation, where 
all military activity is prohibited. 

The human population of Earth reaches three billions. 

1960
1 January. Cameroon gains full independence from France.

9 January. Construction of the Aswan Dam begins in Egypt in order to control the waters of the 
Nile River.

18 February. The Winter Olympic Games open in Squaw Valley in the United States of 
America.

21 March. 69 civilian black South African are killed by Apartheid police in the town of 
Sharpeville during protests against new internal passport laws which segregate and discriminate 
against the black population.     

21 April. The capital of Brazil is moved from Rio de Janeiro to the newly constructed city of 
Brasilia in the country’s interior, built specifically to be the country’s capital. 

27 April. The African country of Togo gains full independence from France. 

11 May. Agents of the Israeli intelligence agency Mossad capture Adolf Eichmann, a leader of 
the former Nazi German SS paramilitary and administrator in deporting Jews to concentration 
camps and extermination camps, at his refuge in Argentina, to where he fled along with a large 
number of other Nazis at the end of the Second World War. He is taken to Israel where is to be 
put on trial for crimes against humanity. 



22 May. The largest earthquake ever recorded takes place in Chile. Up towards 6,000 people are 
killed by the earthquake and the subsequent tsunami. 

16 June. The American thriller movie Psycho directed by Alfred Hitchcock and starring 
Anthony Perkins and Janet Leigh premieres. 

20 June. The African countries of Mali and Senegal gain full independence from France. 

26 June. British Somaliland gains full independence from the United Kingdom. 

26 June. Madagascar gains full independence from France.   

30 June. Congo gains full independence under democratically elected president Joseph Kasa-
Vubu. 

1 July. Italian Somaliland also gains full independence. It immediately unites with the newly 
independent former British Somaliland as the new country of Somalia. 

11 July The province of Katanga under Moise Tshombe unilaterally declares independence from  
Congo. 

20 July. Sirimavo Bandaranaike is elected prime minister of Sri Lanka and becomes the first 
elected female head of government in the world. 

1 August. The African country of Benin gains full independence from France. 

3 August. The African country of Niger gains full independence from France. 

5 August. The African country of Burkina Faso gains full independence from France. 

7 August. The African country of the Ivory Coast gains full independence from France.

11 August. The African country of Chad gains full independence from France.  

13 August. The Central African Republic gains full independence from France. 

15 August. French Middle Congo gains full independence as the Republic of Congo (Congo-
Brazzaville). 

17 August. The African country of Gabon gains full independence from France. 

25 August. The Olympic Games open in Rome, Italy. 



5 September. Congolese president Joseph Kasa-Vubu fires the country’s entire elected 
government. However, prime minister Patrice Lumumba refuses to accept the government’s 
dismissal and instead announces the dismissal of the president, leading to a standstill between 
the government and the president.  

14 September. Congolese army commander Joseph Mobutu carries out a successful military 
coup d’état in support of president Joseph Kasa-Vubu and deposes prime minister Patrice 
Lumumba and his government.

14 September. The Organization of the Petroleum Exporting Countries (OPEC) is founded. Its 
founding members are Iran, Iraq, Kuwait, Saudi Arabia and Venezuela. 

1 October. Nigeria gainst full independence from the United Kingdom. 

6 October. The American historical drama movie Spartacus directed by Stanley Kubrick and 
starring Kirk Douglas and Laurence Olivier premieres.

19 October. The United States of America imposes a trade embargo on Cuba following the 
Communist coup d’état by Fidel Castro and Che Guevara. 

28 November. The African country of Mauritania gains full independence from France. 

1 December. Former Congolese prime minister Patrice Lumumba is put under house arrest. 

9 December. Riots break out in Algeria during a visit by French president Charles de Gaulle 
between pro-French colonists and Algerian pro-independence activists. Around 130 people are 
killed in the violence.

American zoologist Jane Goodall begins her groundbreaking studies of the behaviour of wild 
chimpanzees in Tanganyika.  

American singer Elvis Presley releases his songs Are You Lonesome Tonight? and It’s Now or 
Never. 

French singer and songwriter Édith Piaf releases her song Non, je ne regrette rien.

American author Harper Lee publisher her novel To Kill a Mockingbird.

1961
3 January. The United States of American severs all diplomatic relations with Cuba. 

17 January. Former Congolese prime minister Patrice Lumumba is tortured and executed by 



Congolese troops after attempting to escape from his house arrest. 

20 January. John F. Kennedy becomes president of the United States of America. 

1 February. The American drama movie The Misfits starring Clark Gable and Marilyn Monroe 
premieres. 

4 February. War breaks out in Angola as the country attempts to free itself from Portuguese 
colonial rule.

12 April. Soviet cosmonaut Yuri Gagarin becomes the very first human to enter into space. 

17 April. American president John F. Kennedy launches the Bay of Pigs Invasion of Cuba with 
the goal of deposing the Communist government of Fidel Castro. The invasion ends in disaster 
for the Americans and is ended after only three days. The attempted American invasion causes 
Cuba to strengthen its ties with the Soviet Union for protection. 

27 April. The African country of Sierra Leone gains full independence from the United 
Kingdom. 

19 June. Kuwait gains full independence from the United Kingdom. 

13 August. Construction of the Berlin Wall begins, completely separating the inhabitants of 
American-British-French controlled West Berlin from the inhabitants Soviet controlled East 
Berlin. Guard towers are placed all along the wall, and anyone attempting to escape across the 
wall from one side of the city to the other is immediately shot.   
 
18 August. United Nations secretary general Dag Hammarskjold is killed as his airplane is 
shot down in Congo by Congolese troops on his way to negotiations in the breakaway state of 
Katanga. 

28 September. The United Arab Republic is dissolved following a miliatry coup d’état in Syria 
and Egypt and Syria again become separate countries. 

5 October. The American comedy movie Breakfast at Tiffany’s starring Audrey Hepburn 
premieres. 

18 October. The American musical drama movie West Side Story premieres.

11 November. The Soviet city of Stalingrad is renamed as Volgograd. 

30 September. Burmese diplomat U Thant becomes new secretary general of the United 
Nations.



9 December. Tanganyika gains full independence from the United Kingdom. 

18 December. India invades and annexes the Portuguese Indian colonies of Goa, Daman and 
Diu.

The death penalty is abolished in New Zealand.

1962
1 January. Samoa gains full independence from New Zealand.

19 March. The long and bloody Algerian War comes to an end with an armistice as France 
agrees to grant Algeria full independence. 

31 May. Former leading Nazi German SS paramilitary member Adolf Eichmann is executed by 
hanging in Israel after having been found guilty of crimes against humanity.

17 June. Brazil wins the soccer World Cup in Chile, defeating Czechoslovakia 3-1 in the final.  

1 July. The African countries of Rwanda and Burundi gain full independence from Belgium. 

5 July. Algeria gains full independence from France.  

7 July. In response to American placement of nuclear missiles aimed at the Soviet Union in 
Turkey, Soviet president Nikita Khrushchev approves of shipping Soviet nuclear missiles to 
Cuba. 

9 July. Modern art artist Andy Warlhol premieres his Campbell soup exhibit. 

5 August. American actress and cultural icon Marilyn Monroe dies from a medicinal rug 
overdose at age 36.

5 August. Nelson Mandela, one of the leaders of the anti-Apartheid African National Congress 
(ANC) movement in South Africa, is arrested by the Apartheid regime. 

6 August. Jamaica gains full independence from the United Kingdom. 

31 August. Trinidad and Tobago gains full independence from the United Kingdom. 

5 October. The British action movie Dr. No premieres – the first movie featuring British super 
spy James Bond, played by Sean Connery. 

9 October. Uganda gains full independence from the United Kingdom. 



14 October. The United States of America finds out about the Soviet placement of nuclear 
missiles on Cuba. A tense standoff begins between the two superpowers – a nuclear war is very 
close. 

28 October. The Cuban Missile Crisis ends as American president John F. Kennedy and Soviet 
leader Nikita Khrushchev come to an agreement. The United States of American agrees to 
remove its nuclear missiles from Turkey, and the Soviet Union agrees to remove its nuclear 
missiles from Cuba. 

6 November. The General Assembly of the United Nations passes a resolution condemning the 
Apartheid regime in South Africa and calls for its members to cease all military and economic 
connections with the country. 

10 December. The American historical drama movie Lawrence of Arabia directed by David 
Lean and starring Peter O’Toole, Omar Sharif, Anthony Quinn and Alec Guinness premieres. 

Slavery becomes illegal in the Yemen Arab Republic.

The death penalty is abolished in Monaco. 

Biologist and environmentalist Rachel Carson publishes her groundbreaking book Silent Spring 
about how pesticides are harming birds and other wildlife.  

American singer Elvis Presley releases his song Can’t Help Falling in Love and Return To 
Sender.

1963
15 January. The Congolese breakaway province of Katanga once again becomes part of Congo 
as the Katanganese separatist government is overthrown troops under the United Nations 
supporting the Congolese government. 

27 February. Women gain the right to vote in Iran. 

28 March. The American horror movie The Birds directed by Alfred Hitchcock and starring 
Tippy Hedren premieres. 

25 May. The Organisation of African Unity is established – an organisation for political and 
economi cooperation and integration between African countries. Its headquarters are established 
in the Ethiopian capital Addis Ababa.

16 June. Soviet cosmonaut Valentina Tereshkova becomes the first woman to enter into space, 
on the spacecraft Vostok 6. 



20 June. A direct communications line to be used in case of emergency is set up between the 
leaders of the United States of American and the Soviet Union. 

26 July. Around 1,800 people are killed in an earthquake in the Yugoslav city of Skopje. 

5 August. The United States of America, the Soviet Union and the United Kingdom sign the 
Partial Nuclear Test Ban Treaty, prohibiting test detonations of nuclear weapons above ground.

28 August. American Christian preacher and civil rights activist Martin Luther King Jr. holds 
his speech ”I Have a Dream” from the Linclon Memorial in the American capital Washington 
in front of around 250,000 fellow activists. In the speech, he talks about his hopes for a future 
without discrimination and segregation of black people in the United States of America. 

16 August. The former British colonies of Singapore, Sabah and Sarawak joins with the 
independent Federation of Malaya to form the new country of Malaysia.  

27 September. The Yemen Arab Republic (North Yemen) gains full independence from the 
United Kingdom.  

3 October. A military coup d’état takes place in the Central American country of Honduras, 
tranformin the country from a democracy to a dicatorship under general Oswaldo López 
Arellano.

4 October. Nearly 7,000 people are killed by the devastating hurricane Flora in Cuba, Haiti and 
the Dominican Republic.

9 October. Nearly 2,000 people are killed and several towns and villages utterly destroyed by a 
massive landslide at the Vajont Dam near Venice in northeastern Italy. 

14 November. The new little island of Surtsey is created off the coast of Iceland following an 
underwater volcanic eruption.  

22 November. John F. Kennedy, president of the United States of America, is assassinated 
in front of thousands of spectators while travelling through the city of Dallas in Texas in an 
open car with his wife Jaqcueline Kennedy. The assassin, Communist sympathiser Lee Harvey 
Oswald, is arrested on the spot. Vice president Lyndon B. Johnson is sworn in as the new 
president of the United States of America on board the presidential airplane as the murdered 
Kennedy’s body is brought to the capital Washington.  

23 November. The British science-fiction television series Doctor Who premieres, starring 
William Hartnell as the eponymous time travelling doctor.



24 November. Lee Harvey Oswald, the suspected assassin of American president John F. 
Kennedy, is shot and killed by Dallas nightclub owner Jack Ruby while being transferred by 
police towards prison. 

12 December. Kenya gains full independence from the United Kingdom, with Jomo Kenyatta as 
prime minister.

19 December. The African island country Zanzibar gains full independence from the United 
Kingdom. 

British pop music group The Beatles with members Paul McCartney, John Lennon, George 
Harrison an Ringo Starr releases the songs All My Loving, I Want to Hold Your Hand, Love Me 
Do and She Loves You.

American singer Elvis Presley releases his song (You’re The) Devil in Disguise.

American singer and songwriter Bob Dylan releases his song Blowin’ in the Wind.

1964
29 January. The Winter Olympic Games open in Innsbruck, Austria. 

29 January. The American movie Dr. Strangelove directed by Stanley Kubrick and starring Peter 
Sellers and George C. Scott premieres. The dark comedy movie satirises the politics of the Cold 
War and the ever looming threat of nuclear war and destruction. 

31 March. Brazil’s democratic government under president Joao Goulart is overthrown in a 
military coup d’état, tranforming Brazil into a military dictatorship.

26 April. The countries of Tanganyika and Zanzibar merge to form the new country of Tanzania. 

12 June. South African anti-Apartheid activist Nelson Mandela in sentenced to life 
imprisonment and sent to prison at Robben Island. 

6 July. The African country of Malawi gains full independence from the United Kingdom.

5 August. After falsely claiming that American war ships have been attacked at the Gulf of 
Tonkin, American troops stationed in Vietnam as advisors to the South Vietnamese regime in 
the Vietnam War conduct a ”retalliatory” bombing campaign against North Vietnam. 

27 August. The musical movie Mary Poppins by the Walt Disney Company starring Julie 
Andrews premieres. 

17 September. The British action movie Goldfinger, starring Sean Connery as super agent James 



Bond, premieres.  

21 September. Malta gains full independence from the United Kingdom. 

25 September. War breaks out in Mozambique against Portuguese colonial rule. 

10 October. The Olympic Games open in Tokyo, Japan. 

14 October. Nikita Khrushchev is deposed as leader of the Soviet Union and replaced by Leonid 
Brezhnev.

24 October. The African country of Zambia gains full independence from the United Kingdom. 

1 December. The United States of America decides to intensify its bombings of North Vietnam.  

12 December. Jomo Kenyatta becomes the first president of Kenya as the country becomes a 
republic. 

The first desktop personal computer is launched. 

British pop music group The Beatles releases its songs A Hard Day’s Night and Can’t Buy Me 
Love.

American singer and songwriter  Bob Dylan releases his song The Times They Are-a Changing.

American rock singer Roy Orbison releases his song Oh, Pretty Woman.

1965
24 January. Winston Churchill, former prime minister of the United Kingdom, dies. 

18 February. The African country of Gambia gains full independence from the United Kingdom. 

21 February. Malcolm X, prominent leader of the American black rights movement, is 
assassinated by the radical black rights movement the Nation of Islam which Malcolm has left 
due to its violent rethorics and tactics. 

2 March. The American musical drama movie The Sound of Music starring Julie Andrews 
premieres. 

8 March. American military ground troops arrive in Vietnam to begin an American ground war 
in support of South Vietnam against Communist North Vietnam and its southern insurgency 
movement Viet Cong.



22 March. Nicolae Ceausescu becomes leader of the Socialist Republic of Romania. 

13 June. Viet Cong troops defeat the South Vietnamese and American troops in the Battle of 
Dong Xoai in South Vietnam during the Vietnam War. 

19 July. The 12 kilometres long Mont Blanc Tunnel under the mountain of Mont Blanc between 
France and Italy is opened. 

26 July. The island group of the Maldives in the Indian Ocean gains full independence from the 
United Kingdom.

28 July. American president Lynon B. Johnson announces a drastic increase of American troops 
in the Vietnam War and a doubling of compulsory draft of American soldiers. 

9 August. Singapore is dispelled from Malaysia and becomes a separate country as a city state.

11 November. The white minority rule Apartheid regime in the British African colony of 
Rhodesia under prime minister Ian Smith unilaterally declares independence from the United 
Kingdom. 

14 November. North Vietnamese and Viet Cong troops meet South Vietnamese and American 
troops in the Battle of Ia Drang. The four day battle ends without any clear victor.

24 November. General Joseph Mobutu deposes Congolese president Joseph Kasa-Vubu and 
declares himself president.

27 November. The United States of America again more than triples the number of soldiers sent 
to Vietnam.  

22 December. The American-British historical drama movie Doctor Zhivago directed by David 
Lean and starring Omar Sharif and Julie Christie premieres. 

31 December. Military officer Jean-Bédel Bokassa takes power over the Central African 
Republic in a military coup d’état.  

British pop music group The Beatles releases its songs Help! and Yesterday.

British rock music group The Rolling Stones release their song (I Can’t Get No) Satisfaction.

1966
17 January. Nigeria becomes a military dicatorship following a military coup d’état.

19 January. Indira Gandhi, daughter of India’s former prime minister Jawaharlal Nehru, 



becomes the new prime minister of India.

23 January. The socialist and nationalist Ba’ath Party under Sala Jadid comes to power in Syria 
following a coup d’état. 

30 April. The Church of Satan is founded by Anton LaVey in the United States of America. 

26 May. The South American country of Guyana gains full independence from the United 
Kingdom.

28 June. The democratic government of Argentina is overthrown in a military coup d’état and is 
transformed into a military dicatorship under general Juan Carlos Ongania.

30 June. France leaves the North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO) due to the all too 
dominant role of the United States of America within the organisation. 

30 July. England wins the soccer World Cup in England, defeating West Germany 4-2 in the 
final after extra time.

13 August. Mao Zedong, leader of the People’s Republic of China, sets off the Cultural 
Revolution with the goal of purging remnants of Capitalism and traditional culture in favour of 
the Maoist Communist ideology, leading to violent mass persecutions across the country. 

8 September. The American science-fiction series Star Trek starring William Shatner and 
Leonard Nimoy premieres.  

30 September. Botswana gains full independence from the United Kingdom.

30 September. Former Nazi German chief architect and minister of armament Albert Speer is 
released from the Spandau prison in West Berlin after having served his twenty year prison 
sentence.

4 October. The African country of Lesotho gains full independence from the United Kingdom. 

30 November. The Caribbean island country of Barbados gains full independence from the 
United Kingdom.

15 December. The Italian western movie The Good, the Bad and the Ugly directed by Sergio 
Leone and starring Clint Eastwood premieres. 

15 December. Cartoonist Walt Disney, founder of the Walt Disney Company, dies.  



1967
12 March. Indonesian dicator Sukarno is deposed and arrested by Indonesian opposition forces. 
He is succeeded by the new president Suharto. 

21 April. The democratic government of Greece is overthrown in a military coup d’état, 
tranforming the country into a military dicatorship under army officer Georgios Papadopoulos.

30 May. The province of Biafra in southeastern Nigeria unilaterally declares independence. 

June. The Summer of Love begins in the United States of America and in Europe as the Hippie 
Movement, an alternative youth movement promoting peace, love and green living instead of 
war, violence and materialism reaches its culmination.  

5 June. The Six-Day-War breaks out as Israel in a preemtive attack invades its neighbouring 
countries of Egypt, Jordan and Syria. 

10 June. The Six-Day-War ends with a ceasefire and a crushing Israeli victory over its Arabic 
neighbour states. The Israeli victory leads to its capture of the Sinai Peninsula and the Gaza 
Strip from Egypt, the West Bank and East Jerusalem from Jordan, and the Golan Heights from 
Syria. 

1 July. The European Economic Community and the European Coal and Steel Community are 
united under the common umbrella institution the European Communities. 

6 July. The Nigerian army invades the breakaway province of Biafra, starting the Nigerian Civil 
War.

8 August. The Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) is founded as an organisation 
for political and economic cooperation in Southeast Asia. Its founding members are Indonesia, 
Malaysia, the Philippines, Singapore and Thailand. 

9 October. Communist revolutionary Che Guevara is executed the day after being captured by 
Bolivian troops supported by the American Central Intelligence Agency as he tries to start an 
insurgency against the government of the country. 

17 October. The Viet Cong army defeats the American army in the Battle of Ong Thanh during 
the Vietnam War. 

18 October. The American animated movie The Jungle Book by Walt Disney Studios premieres. 

30 November. The People’s Democratic Republic of Yemen (South Yemen) gains full 
independence from the United Kingdom. 



Homosexuality is legalised in England and Wales in the United Kingdom.
 
British pop music group The Beatles releases its songs All You Need is Love, I Am the Walrus, 
Lucy in the Sky With Diamonds, Sgt. Pepper’s Lonely Hearts Club Band and With a Little Help 
from My Friends.

American rock music group The Doors with singer Jim Morrison releases its songs Light My 
Fire and People Are Strange. 

1968
5 January. The reformist Alexander Dubcek is elected as leader of Czechoslovakia with the goal 
of creating a more democratic socialism in country, starting the Prague Spring. 

30 January. North Vietnam launches its large Tet Offensive – a series of surprise attacks across 
the border against South Vietnam. 

31 January. The island of Nauru in the South Pacific Ocean gains full independence from 
Australia. 

6 February. The Winter Olympic Games open in Grenoble, France. 

25 February. South Korean troops, supporting South Vietnam and the United States of America 
in the Vietnam War, carry out the Ha My Massacre, indisciminately kill more than 130 women, 
children and elderly people in the village of Ha My.  

16 March. More than 400 Vietnamese civilians, including women, children and infants, are 
indisciminately killed and mutilated, and hundreds of women are gang raped, by American 
troops in the My Lai Massacre.   

2 April. The groundbreaking American science-fiction movie 2001: A Space Odyssey directed 
by Stanley Kubrick premieres. 

3 April. The American science-fiction movie Planet of the Apes starring Charlton Heston 
premieres. 

4 April. American preacher and civil rights activist Martin Luther King Jr. is assassinated in 
Memphis in the United States of America by a segregationist extremist. 

11 April. A new Civil Rights Act makes discrimination and segregation based on race illegal in 
the United States of America.  

5 June. Robert F. Kennedy, younger brother of assassinated former American president John F. 
Kennedy, is assassinated while campaigning for the presidential election in Los Angeles in the 



United States of America by a Palestinian nationalist extremist. 

20 August. Czechoslovakia is invaded by troops from the Soviet Union, Poland, Hungary and 
Bulgaria in order to end the democratic reforms of the Prague Spring as depose Czechoslovak 
leader Alexander Dubcek. Dubcek calls upon the Czechoslovak people not to resist the 
invasion, in order to avoid a bloodbath – but even so, more than a hundred Czechoslovak 
civilians are killed by the invading troops. The country falls completely under Soviet occupation 
and the democratic reforms of the Prague Spring are fully revoked. 

28 August. Massive public protests and demonstrations break out during the national convention 
of the Democratic Party of the United States of America in Chicago against a perceived 
undemocratic election process and against the ongoing Vietnam War, before the activists are 
brutally beaten down by police forces.  

6 September. The African country of Swaziland gains full independence from the United 
Kingdom. 

13 September. Albania permanently leaves the Warsaw Pact in protest agains the invasion of 
Czechoslovakia. 

1 October. The American horror movie Night of the Living Dead premieres.

11 October. The government of Panama is overthrown in a military coup d’état.

12 October. The African country of Equatorial Guinea gains full independence from Spain.

12 October. The Olympic Games open in Mexico City, Mexico. 

The death penalty is abolished in Austria.

British pop music group The Beatles releases its songs Helter Skelter, Hey Jude, Lady 
Madonna, Ob-La-Di Ob-La-Da and While My Guitat Gently Weeps.

British rock music group The Rolling Stones releases its song Sympathy For the Devil.

American rock music singer Elvis Presley releases his song Suspicious Minds.

1969
20 January. Richard Nixon becomes president of the United States of America.   

4 February. Yasser Arafat is elected as leader of the Palestinian Liberation Organization (PLO).

17 March. Golda Meir becomes president of Israel.



17 April. The Soviet Union ends its occupation of Czechoslovakia as reformist president 
Alexander Dubcek is deposes and replaced by the new Soviet approved president Gustav 
Husak.

28 April. Charles de Gaulle resigns as president of France. 

20 June. Georges Pompidou becomes president of France. 

14 July. The Football War breaks out between the Central American countries of Honduras and 
El Salvador. Following Honduran civilian violence against Salvadoran citizens in Honduras 
after losing a soccer match between the two countries, the situation escalates into all out war 
and an invasion of Honduras by the Salvadoran army.

20 July. The Football War between Honduras and El Salvador comes to an end with a ceasfire 
and El Salvador withdraws its troops from Honduras. 

16 July. The American spacecraft Apollo 11 with astronauts Neill Armstrong, Buzz Aldrin and 
Michael Collins takes of from the Kennedy Space Center in Florida in the United States of 
America towards the moon. 

20 July. The American spacecraft Apollo 11 lands on the moon. Astronaut Neill Armstrong 
becomes the first human to step onto the moon, while uttering the phrase ”A small step for a 
man but a giant leap for mankind”.

9 August. Americans Susan Atkins, Linda Kasabian and Patricia Krenwinkle, on the orders of 
cult leader Charles Manson, murder pregnant actress Sharon Tate and four of her aqcuaintances 
in her home in Los Angeles. 

15 August. The tree days long Woodstock Festival, a massive free-of-charge festival for peace, 
begins outside New York City. More than 400,000 people visits the festival, which features 
artists and groups such as Joan Baez, Jimi Hendrix, Janis Joplin and The Who. The festival 
marks a second and final culmination of the hippie movement. 

1 September. King Idris of Libya is deposed in a military coup d’état led by colonel Muammar 
Gadaffi, who tranforms the country into an Arab nationalist and socialist dicatorship.  

2 September. Ho Chi Minh, president and independence leader of North Vietnam, dies. 

14 October. Social Democratic leader Olof Palme becomes prime minister of Sweden.

21 October. Social Democratic leader Willy Brandt becomes chancellor of West Germany. 



21 October. Following the assassination of Somalian president Abdirashid Ali Shermarke, army 
major Siad Barre takes power in a military coup d’état, with the goal of making the country a 
socialist state. 

15 November. Half a million people peacefully protest against the Vietnam War in the American 
capital Washington.

19 November. The American spacecraft Apollo 12 becomes the second manned spacecraft to 
land on the moon. 

21 November. The United States of America agrees to return the island of Okinawa, occupied 
since the Second World War, to Japan, on the condition that the U.S. gets to keep its military 
bases on the island.   

24 December. Oil is discovered in the Norwegian part of the North Sea. 

Homosexuality is legalised in West Germany.

British pop singer David Bowie releases his song Space Oddity.

The Beatles member John Lennon and his wife Yoko Ono release the song Give Peace a 
Chance which will become and anthem against the Vietnam War.  

1970
15 January. The Nigerian Civil War ends as the government of the breakaway province of Biafra 
is forced to completely surrender to the Nigerian army. The province is fully re-annexed into 
Nigeria. 

18 March. Prince Norodom Sihanouk, head of state of the Kingdom of Cambodia, is 
overthrown in a right-wing military coup d’état supported by the United States of America. 

10 April. British pop music group The Beatles is dissolved.

14 April. An explosion occurs onboard the American spacecraft Apollo 13, the third manned 
spacecraft destined for the moon.

17 April. The Apollo 13 spacecraft lands safely in the Pacific Ocean. All crewmembers survive 
but the mission to the moon fails.

29 April. The United States of America invades Vietnam’s neighbouring country Cambodia in 
search of Viet Cong soldiers. 

14 May. The militant socialist group the Red Army Faction, also know as the ”Baader-Meinhof 



Group” is founded in West Germany by  Andreas Baader, Gudrun Ensslin, Horst Mahler and 
Ulrike Meinhof.

4 June. The Pacific island group of Tonga gains full independence from the United Kingdom. 

21 June. Brazil wins the soccer World Cup, defeating Italy 4-1 in the final. 

6 September. The Palestinian nationalist extremist group the Popular Front For the Liberation 
of Palestine (PFLP) hijacks two passenger airplanes, flying from Frankfurt in Germany, and  
Zurich in Switzerland respectively, forcing the planes to redirect to the Dawson’s Field airstrip 
in Jordan. A flight from Amsterdam is hijacked by the PFLP and forced to redirect first to Beirut 
in Lebanon and then on to the Egyptian capital Cario, where the hijackers are evacuated by 
Egyptian police just before the hijackes blow up the plane – all of these hijackers are arrested. 
A hijack attempt is also made on board a second plane from Amsterdam, but is stopped as 
one of the hijackers is shot and killed and the second is confined, and is arrested as the plane 
emergency lands in London. 

9 September. The Popular Front For the Liberation of Palestine hijacks a fifth plane, in the 
British colony of Bahrain by the Gulf of Persia, and forced to land on the Dawson’s Field 
airstrip in Jordan.  

11 September. All non-Jewish hostages of the airplane hijackings by the Popular Front For the 
Liberation of Palestine are transferred to the Jordanian capital Jordan, where they are released. 

17 September. As a response to the airplane hijackings by the Popular Front For the Liberation 
of Palestine, king Hussein of Jordan declares martial law in the country and starts an invasion of 
the Palestinian controlled parts of the country. 

18 September. American guitarist Jimi Hendrix dies from an overdose of medicinal drugs at age 
27.

28 September. Egyptian president Gamal Abdel Nasser dies. He is succeeded as president by 
Anwar  Sadat.

30 September. An deal is reached with the Popular Front For the Liberation of Palestine for the 
release of the remaining airplane hostages, in exchange for the release of three PFLP members 
from a prison in Switzerland as well as the release of the hijacker arrested in London.  

9 October. The new right-wing military government of Cambodia declares the creation of the 
new Khmer Republic. 

10 October. The Pacific island group of Fiji gains full independence from the United Kingdom. 



3 November. Salvador Allende of the Socialist Party becomes president of Chile. 

13 November. The Bhola Cyclone hits East Pakistan (present-day Bangladesh), claiming the 
lives of around half a million people. 

13 November. Hafez al-Assad becomes president of Syria following a military coup d’état 
within the ruling Ba’ath Party. 

7 December. West German chancellor Willy Brandt goes down on his knees in front of the 
monument commemorating the Warsaw Ghetto Uprising while visiting the Polish capital 
Warsaw. 

The Caspian tiger (Panthera tigris virgata) goes extinct. Formerly ranging from Turkey and the 
Caucasus through Iran, Afghanistan and Central Asia and western China, it goes extinct due to 
hunting by humans and the destruction of its native habitat. 

1971
15 January. The Aswan Dam is opened in Egypt.

25 January. Ugandan president Milton Obote is deposed in a military coup d’état. Military 
commander Idi Amin becomes the country’s new president.

5 February. The manned American spacecraft Apollo 14 lands on the moon.

7 February. Women gain the right to vote in Switzerland. 

13 February. The South Vietnamese army with support from the American army invades the 
neighbouring country of Laos. 

5 March. East Pakistan (present-day Bangladesh) is occupied by the Pakistani army following 
calls for full independence for the exclave. 

26 March. East Pakistani leader Sheikh Mujibur Rahman declares the full independence of East 
Pakistan under the new name of Bangladesh.  

19 April. The government of Bangladesh is forced to flee into exile in India to escape the 
Pakistani army.

19 April. American cult leader Charles Manson is sentenced to death for having ordered the 
murders of nine people in California. The sentence is later changed to life inprisonment. 

3 July. Jim Morrison, lead singer of the American rock band The Doors, dies from a drug 
overdose in Paris at age 27.



30 July. The manned American spacecraft Apollo 15 lands on the moon.

5 August. The South Pacific Forum is established – an organisation for political and economic 
cooperation between Australia, New Zealand and the various island countries in the South 
Pacific Ocean.

14 August. The small Persian Gulf country of Bahrain gains full independence from the United 
Kingdom.  

3 September. The small Persian Gulf country of Qatar gains full independence from the United 
Kingdom. 

29 September. Around 10,000 people are killed by a cyclone in eastern India.

1 October. The amusement park Walt Disney World opens in Orlando in Florida in the United 
States of America. It will become the most visited amusement park in the world.

14 October. The environmental protection activist organisation Greenpeace is founded in 
Canada. 

27 October. Congolese leader Joseph Mobutu, who has renamed himself as Mobutu Sese Seko, 
changes the name of Congo to the Republic of Zaire.    

23 November. The seat of China in the Security Council in the United Nations is transferred 
from the Republic of China (Taiwan) to the People’s Republic of China (Mainland China). 

2 December. Six small sheikdoms by the Persian Gulf collectively gain independence from the 
United Kingdom as the United Arab Emirates. 

3 December. A new Indo-Pakistani War begins following a Pakistani attack on Indian airbases 
due to India’s support for Bangladeshi independence. The following day, the Indian army enters 
Bangladesh in support of the Bangladeshi independence movement. 

16 December. The Pakistani forces in Bangladesh surrender and Pakistan is forced to recognise 
the independence of Bangladesh.  

Homosexuality is legalised in Austria and Finland.

British pop singer David Bowie releases his song Life On Mars?. 

British singer John Lennon releases his song Imagine. 



1972
1 January. Austrian diplomat Kurt Waldheim becomes new secretary general of the United 
Nations.

10 January. Bangladeshi president Sheikh Mujibur Rahman returns from his exile in India to the 
now independent Bangladesh.

14 January. Frederik IX of Denmark dies. He is succeeded on the throne by his daughter queen 
Margrethe II. 

20 January. Pakistan begins development of nuclear weapons. 

30 January. British police open fire at unarmed protesters in Northern Ireland marching against 
British mass arrests of of suspected members of the Irish Republican Army (IRA). 14 people are 
killed and 12 more receive non-fatal gunshot wounds. 

3 February. The Winter Olympic Games open in Sapporo, Japan.

13 February. The American drama musical movie Cabaret starring Liza Minelli premieres. 

21 February. The unmanned Soviet spacecraft Luna 20 lands on the moon. 

24 March. The American drama movie The Godfather directed by Francis Ford Coppola and 
starring Marlon Brando, Al Pacino and Diane Keaton premieres.    

21 April. The American manned spacecraft Apollo 16 lands on the moon. 

23 May. The Tamil nationalist movement the Tamil United Liberation Front is founded in Sri 
Lanka.

24 May. The militant socialist group the Red Army Faction carries out a bomb attack inside an 
American military base outside the West German city of Heidelberg, killing three American 
soldiers. 

2 June. Red Army Faction member Andreas Baader is arrested in West Germany. 

15 June. Red Army Faction member Ulrike Meinhof is arrested in West Germany. 

17 June. Five men are arrested after breaking into the Watergate complex of the Democratic 
National Congress in the American capital Washington, where they have attempted to set up 
wiretapping equipment. 

21 June. The militant Irish nationalist organisation the Irish Republican Army (IRA) carries out 



a bomb attack in the Northern Irish capital Belfast, killing nine people are severely injuring well 
over a hundred. 

4 August. Ugandan president Idi Amin declares that he will expell 50,000 Asians with British 
passports from the country. 

26 August. The Olympic Games open in Munich, West Germany. 

5 September. The militant Palestinian nationalist extremist group Black September kill two 
Israeli athletes and take nine other hostage at a hotel during the Olympic Games in Munich, 
demanding the release of more than 200 Palestinian militant extremists from Israeli prisons. 

6 September. As the Black September Palestinian extremist group arrives at Munich Airport in 
an attempt to escape, West German police lies in ambush. Gunfire ensuse, during which all of 
the nine hostages and one West German policeman are killed by the extremists, while five of the 
members of Black September are killed and the remaining three extremists are captured. 

29 October. Palestinian nationalist extremists hijack a passenger airplane flying from the Syrian 
capital Damascus towards Frankfurt in West Germany, demanding that West Germany releases 
the three surviving Black September members from the attack in Munich. As time is running 
out, in order to save the lives of the passengers, West Germany in the end agrees to release the 
three prisoners. The airplane lands in the Libyan capital Tripoli where the passengers and crew 
of the airplane are released. Libyan president Muammar Gadaffi grants asylum to the three freed 
Palestinian extremists from the Munich attack.       

28 November. The last executions take place in France, as two men committed of murder are 
executed by guillotine. 

11 December. The American manned spacecraft Apollo 17 lands on the moon. 

18 December. The United States of American begins its massive ”Christmas Bombing” 
campaign against cities across North Vietnam, including its capital Hanoi. More than 1,600 
North Vietnamese civilians are killed, thousands are injured,  and cities are utterly destroyed 
with many thousands of people left homeless. 

24 December. In a televised live speech, Swedish anti-imperialist Social Democratic prime 
minister Olof Palme compares the American ”Christmas Bombing” of Vietnam to Nazi war 
crimes, leading the United States of America to break off all diplomatic contact with Sweden. 

The death penalty is abolished in Finland. 

Homosexuality is legalised in Norway.



The Norse Pagan religious organisation Asatrufelagith is founded in Iceland.   

British pop singer David Bowie releases his song Ziggy Stardust.

1973
1 January. The United Kingdom, Ireland and Denmark become members of the European 
Economic Community. The Danish autonomous territory of Greenland also joins, while the 
Faroe Islands opts to stay out. 

21 February. The Israeli air force shoots down a passenger airplane flying from the Libyan 
capital Tripoli to the Egyptian capital Cairo after it mistakenly crosses into the airspace of the 
Israeli occupied Sinai Peninsula due to bad weather, killing more than 100 passengers and crew 
on board. 

17 March. The new London Bridge is opened in the British capital. 

29 March. The last American soldiers leave Vietnam, ending the American involvement in the 
Vietnam War and leaving North Vietnam victorious. 

4 April. The World Trade Center opens in the financial district of New York City in the United 
States of America. The large office building complex consists of two 417 respectively 415 
metres tall twin skyscrapers – the two tallest buildings in the world – as well as five smaller 
surrounding buildings. The buildings become prominent symbols of American capitalism and 
world hegemony.

3 May. The Sears Tower skyscraper is completed in Chicago in the United States of America. At 
442 metres it surpasses the World Trade Center Twin Towers as the tallest building in the world.    

1 June. The military regime of Greece abolishes the Greek monarchy and transforms the 
country into a republic under its rule.

27 June. The democratic government of Uruguay is overthrown in a miliatry coup d’état, 
transforming the country into a right-wing military dicatorship. 

4 July. The Caribbean Community (CARICOM) is established as an organisation two promote 
political and economic cooperation between Caribbean countries. 

10 July. The Caribbean island country of the Bahamas gains full independence from the United 
Kingdom.

16 July. It is revealed that American president Richard Nixon have been secretly recording 
conversation inside the White House in the American capital Washington. 



20 July. American actor and martial artist Bruce Lee dies from illness at age 32, six days before 
his final film Enter the Dragon premieres. 

15 August. The United States of America ends its bombings in Cambodia, marking the final end 
to American military involvemen in Southeast Asia. 

11 September. The democratic Socialist government of Chile under president Salvador Allende 
is overthrown in a brutal and bloody Neoliberal right-wing military coup d’état led by general 
Augusto Pinochet, backed by the United States of America. The military regime immediately 
begins to imprison anyone seen as hostile towards the new regime. The Chilean National 
Stadium in the capital Santiago is turned into a gigantic prison hosting around 40,000 political 
prisoners. More than 1,000 of the prisoners held at the stadium are summarily executed. Former 
Chilean president Salvador Allende commits sucide on the day of the coup in order to avoid 
being tortured and humiliated by the new regime. 

15 September. King Gustaf VI Adolf of Sweden dies. He is succeeded by his grandson Carl XVI 
Gustaf. 

18 September. West Germany and East Germany are both admitted into the United Nations. 

October. Chilian right-wing military dictator Agusto Pinochet initiate the Caravan of Death – a 
Chilean army death squad flying across Chile and executing those seen as hostile to the regime. 
More than 70 people across the country is murdered by the Caravan of Death within the first 
month – in total, more 10,000 civilians, including women, children and infants, are murdered by 
the military regime, and more than 30,000 people are tortured.  

6 October. The Yom Kippur War breaks out as the Egyptian and Syrian armies simultaneously 
invades Israel through the Sinai Peninsula and the Golan Heights respectively during the Israeli 
holiday of Yom Kippur. 

17 October. The Organization of the Petroleum Exporting Countries implements an oil embargo 
directed at the United States of American and other Western countries supporting Israel in the 
Yom Kippur War. The embargo leads to oil shortages in the West and heavily rising oil prices, in 
turn causing a global economic crisis.   

20 October. The Sydney Opera House is opened to the public. 

25 October. A ceasfire is reached between Israel and its attackers Egypt and Syria after decisive 
Israeli military victory.  

26 October. The African country of Guinea-Bissau gains full independence from Portugal. 

30 October. The Bosphorous Bridge is completed across the Bosphorous Strait in Turkey’s 



largest city Istanbul, directly connecting the European and Asian parts of the city. 

17 November. American president Richard Nixon holds a press conference answering questions 
regarding his involvement in the break-in at the Watergate completex of the Democratic 
National Congress and in the secret wiretapping of his poltical opponents, declaring: ”I am not a 
crook”.  

25 November. Greek military dicator Georgios Papadopoulos is ousted in a coup d’état by 
harliners within the military regime after he tries to implement liberalising reforms in the 
country. 

26 December. The American horror movie The Exorcist premieres.

The death penalty is abolished in Sweden.

American country singer Dolly Parton releases her song Jolene. 

1974
29 March. The more than 2,000 years old Terracotta Army – a collection of more than 8,000 
life-sized sculptures – is discovered next to the tomb of Qin Shi Huangdi, the first emperor of 
China, outside the Chinese city of Xian. 

25 April. The dictatorial regime of Portugal is overthrown in a military coup during the 
Carnation Revolution and democracy is reinstituted in the country. 

6 May. Helmut Schmidt of the Social Democratic Party becomes chancellor of West Germany. 

18 May. India successfully tests its first nuclear weapons and thus becomes a nuclear power. 

20 June. The American drama movie Chinatown starring Jack Nicholson and Faye Dunaway 
premieres. 

1 July. Argentinian president Juan Perón dies. He is succeeded as president by his third wife 
Isabel Perón. 

7 July. West Germany wins the soccer World Cup in West Germany, defeating the Netherlands 
2-1 in the final. 

15 July. A military coup d’état by Cypriotic Greek nationalists takes place in Cyprus. The coup 
is supported by the military regime of Greece, with the goal of fully annexing Cyprus into 
Greece.  

20 July. The Turkish army invades Cyprus in support of the Turkish population of the island and 



occupies the island’s northern part.  

23 July. Following the outbreak of war in Cyprus, the military regime in Greece is deposed in a 
coup d’état and democracy is restored in the country. 

9 August. As a consequence of the Watergat Scandal, American president Richard Nixon is 
forced to resign. He is replaced by vice president Gerald Ford. 

10 September. The African country of Guinea-Bissau gains full independence from Portugal. 

12 September. Ethiopian president Haile Selassie is deposed in a coup d’état by a communist 
military junta, thus ending the 700 years old Ethiopian Empire. 

30 September. American boxing legend and civil rights activist Muhammad Ali faces George 
Foreman in the ”Rumble in the Jungle” in Kinshasa in Zaire – the largest boxing event of all 
time. Ali wins the match on a kock-out after eight rounds. 

24 November. The first skeleton of the hominid species Australopithecus afarensis is found in 
Ethiopia. The specimen, a female, is given the name Lucy.  

The human population of Earth reaches four billion.

1975
13 February. Turkey unilaterally declares the new independent Turkish separatist republic of 
North Cyprus.

4 April. The American computer technology company Microsoft is founded by Bill Gates.   

9 April. The British comedy movie Monty Python and the Holy Grail – created by and starring 
British comedians Graham Chapman, John Cleese, Terry Gilliam, Eric Idle, Terry Jones and 
Michael Palin – premieres. 

13 April. 27 Palestinians are killed by Christian extremists on a bus in the Lebanese capital 
Beirut. The incident inflames the high tensions between Christians and Muslims in the country – 
escalating into the outbreak of the Lebanese Civil War. 

17 April. The Cambodian Civil War comes to an end as the Khmer Republic supported by the 
United States of America is overthrown by the army of the communist Khmer Rouge movement 
under general Pol Pot. The Khmer Rouge declares the new state of Democratic Kampuchea 
and immediately begins a forcible mass evacuation of civilians from the capital Phnom Penh 
and initiates a genocide against all intellectuals in the country with the goal of creating a new 
agrarian communist society.     



30 April. The Vietnam War comes to an as the army of communist North Vietnam captures 
Saigon, the capital of South Vietnam, forcing the South Vietnamese army to an unconditional 
surrender. The city of Saigon is renamed as Ho Chi Minh City in honour of former North 
Vietnamese president and independence activist Ho Chi Minh. The almost twenty years long 
war has claimed the lives of two million Vietnamese and left the whole country in utter ruin.  

16 May. The small kingdom of Sikkim in the Himalayas abolises its monarchy and becomes 
part of India.  

20 June. The American horror movie Jaws directed by Steven Spielberg premieres. 

25 June. The African country of Mozambique gains full independence from Portugal. 

5 July. The islands of Cape Verde outside the western coast of Africa gain full independence 
from Portugal. 

6 July. The islands of the Comoros outside the eastern coast of Africa gain full independence 
from France. One of the islands however – the island of Mayotte – chooses to remain part of 
France. 

12 July. The islands of Sao Tomé and Principe outside the western coast of Africa gain full 
independence from Portugal. 

14 August. The American horror comedy musical movie The Rocky Horror Picture Show 
starring Tim Curry premieres. 

16 September. Papua New Guinea gains full independence from Australia. 

31 October. Morocco, supported by Mauritania, invades the Spanish colony of Western Sahara, 
beginning the Western Sahara War of Morocco and Mauritania against Western Sahara’s 
indigenous Sahrawi people.  

11 November. The African country of Angola gains full independence from Portugal. Thus, 
Portuguese colonial rule in Africa comes to a complete end.

14 November. Spain ends its colonial rule in Western Sahara. 

19 November. The American drama movie One Flew Over the Cuckoo’s Nest starring Jack 
Nicholson premieres. 

20 November. Spanish military dictator Francisco Franco dies. 

22 November. Juan Carlos, heir to the old Spanish royal house of Bourbon, is declared king of 



Spain, whereupon he immediately reinstates democracy and free elections in the country. 

25 November. The South American country of Suriname gains full independence from the 
Netherlands. 

28 November. The South East Asian island country of East Timor gains full independence from 
Portugal. 

2 December. The king of Laos is deposed in a communist coup d’état and the new communist 
country of the Lao People’s Democratic Republic is founded. 

7 December. The Indonesian army invades, occupies and annexes the newly independent East 
Timor. 

British pop music group Queen with lead singer Freddy Mercury releases its song Bohemian 
Rhapsody. 

Jamaican reggae singer Bob Marley releases his song No Woman, No Cry.

Swedish pop music group ABBA release its song Mamma Mia.

1976
4 February. More than 20,000 people are killed by an earthquake in Guatemala and Honduras.

4 February. The Winter Olympic Games open in Innsbruck, Austria. 

8 February. The American drama movie Taxi Driver directed by Martin Scorsese and starring 
Robert De Niro premieres. 

27 February. The new independent Sahrawi Arab Democratic Republic is declared over the 
territory of the former Spanish colony of Western Sahara.  

24 February. Argentinian president Isabel Perón is deposed and arrested in a military coup 
d’état, turning Argentina into a violent dictatorship under general Jorge Rafael Videla.

9 March. Ulrike Meinhof, member of the West German communist extremist group the Red 
Army Faction, is found dead in her prison cell in Stuttgart. 

1 April. The American computer technology company Apple is founded by Steve Jobs and 
Steve Wozniak. 

16 June. A massive uprising against the Apartheid system breaks out among black students in 
the South African township of Soweto. The protests are brutally beaten down by South African 



police and more than 170 protesters are killed.  

27 June. A passenger airplane with more than 300 people heading from Tel Aviv in Israel to 
Paris via Athens is hijacked by Palestinian nationalist extremists of the Popular Front for the 
Liberation of Palestine (PFLP). The plane is at first forced to land in Benghasi in Libya where is 
refuelled, before continuing to the Entebbe Airport in Uganda, where the hijackers find support 
from the army of Ugandan dictator Idi Amin. The hijackers demand the release of 40 Palestinian 
militants from prisons in Israel in exchange for releasing the hostages.      

29 June.  The island country of the Seychelles outside the eastern coast of Africa gains full 
independence from the United Kingdom. 

1 July. The Palestinian PFLP hijackers in Uganda releases nearly all of its non-Israeli hostages.   

2 July. Vietnam is reunited as a single country as South Vietnam is fully annexed into the 
victorious communist Vietnamese state.  

4 July. In a daring surprise raid, Israeli military air force manages to rescue nearly all of the 
remaining more than one hundred hostages held at Entebbe Airport. Three persons in the 
hostage and one Israeli military commander are killed during the rescue operation, as well as all 
of the hijackers and more than 40 Ugandan soldiers supporting them. 

17 July. The Olympic Games open in Montreal. 

28 July. Around 250,000 people are killed as the city of Tangshan in China is nearly completely 
destroyed in a massive earthquake. 

9 September. Mao Zedong, leader of China, dies. 

7 October. Hua Guofeng becomes the new leader of China.

3 December. The American sports drama movie Rocky starring Sylvester Stallone premieres.

The death penalty is abolished in Canada and Portugal. 

American author Anne Rice publishes her gothic horror novel Interview with the Vampire – the 
first book in the novel series The Vampire Chronicles.

Swedish pop music group ABBA releases its song Dancing Queen. 

1977
20 January. Jimmy Carter becomes president of the United States of America. 



27 January. More than 500 people are killed as an airplane from Amsterdam and an airplane 
from Los Angeles collide on the runway at Los Rodeos airport in Tenerife in the Canary Islands. 

20 April. The American romantic comedy drama movie Annie Hall written, directed by and 
starring Woody Allen premieres.  

25 May. The American science-fiction movie Star Wars written and directed by George Lucas 
and starring Mark Hamill, Harrison Ford and Carrie Fisher premieres. 

30 June. The African country of Djibouti gains full independence from France. It has been 
France’s last colony of the African mainland. 

13 July. Somalia invades the Somali majority Ethiopian region of Ogaden, thus starting the 
Ogaden War.

16 August. American rock music singer Elvis Presley dies from a combination of illness and 
medical drug overdose at the age of 42. 

5 September. West German industrialist leader Hanns Martin Schleyer is kidnapped by 
the communist extremist group the Red Army Faction, which demands the release of ten 
imprisoned Red Army Faction members.

10 September. France carries out its last execution by guillotine.

13 October. A passanger airplane heading from Palma de Mallorca to Frankfurt is hijacked 
by four members of Popular Front for the Liberation of Palestine, demanding the release of 
members of the Red Army Faction. The plane is forced to redirect towards the Middle East.

17 October. Jurgen Schumann, captain of the West German passanger plane hijacked by the 
Popular Front for the Liberation of Palestine, is executed by the hijackers as the plane makes a 
temporary stop at the airport in Aden in South Yemen, before the plane is rerouted towards the 
Somali capital Mogadishu. 

18 October. West German and Somali troops together storms the hijacked West German airplane 
after it lands at the airport in Mogadishu. All passangers survive the successful rescue operation, 
while three of the hijackers are killed and the fourth is injured and captured. 

18 October. Red Army Faction members Andreas Baader, Gudrun Essling and Carl-Jan Raspe 
are all found dead inside their prison cells in Stuttgart in West Germany. 

18 October. Kidnapped West German industrial leader Hanns Martin Schleyer is murdered 
by his kidnappers as they are reached by the news of the deaths of the imprisoned Red Army 
Faction members in Stuttgart.  



4 December. The Central African Republic is renamed as the Central African Empire as the 
country’s dicator Jean-Bédel Bokassa declares himself emperor. 

25 December. British actor Charlie Chaplin dies at his home in Switzerland.

The first home computers become available for purchase. 

Homosexuality is legalised in Yugoslavia.

British rock music group Queen releases its songs We Will Rock You and We Are the Champions.

American rock music group Eagles releases its song Hotel California.

1978
7 January. The Iranian Revolution begins as student protests break in the city of Qom out 
against the oppressive rule of the America supported shah Mohammad Reza Pahlavi. The 
protests are brutally beaten down by regime forces.  

15 March. The Ogaden War between Somalia and Ethiopia ends in Ethiopian victory as the 
Somali army withdraws from Ethiopian territory and a truce is signed. 

29 March. The Iranian Revolution escalates as massive popular protests and riots break out 
across coutnry against the rule of shah Mohammad Reza Pahlavi, leading the violent and deadly 
clashes between protesters and regime forces.

30 April. Nur Muhammad Taraki of the communist People’s Democratic Party of Afghanistan 
becomes the new leader of Afghanistan. 

16 June. The American musical movie Grease starring John Travola and Olivia Newton-John 
premieres.

19 June. The comic strip series Garfield by Jim Davis premieres.

25 June. Argentina wins the soccer World Cup in Argentina after defeating the Netherlands 3-1 
in the final. 

7 July. The Solomon Islands in the South Pacific Ocean gain full independence from the United 
Kingdom.

6 August. Pope Paul VI dies.

26 August. John Paul I becomes new pope. 



8 September. More than 60 protesters are shot and killed by the troops of shah Mohammad Reza 
Pahlavi during massive demonstrations in the Iranian capital Tehran. 
   
17 September. The Camp David Accords – a framework for peace and cooperation in the 
Middle East – are signed between Israeli prime minister Menachem Begin and Egyptian 
president Anwar El Sadat. The signing of the accord takes place in the American capital 
Washington and is witnessed by American president Jimmy Carter.

28 September. John Paul I dies of a heart attack after only 33 days as pope. 

16 October. John Paul II becomes the new pope. 

18 October. Almost a thousand people, including almost 300 children, die during a murder-
suicide ritual committed by the American Christian doomsday cult the Peoples Temple led by 
preacher Jim Jones inside the cult’s own remote hidden community of Jonestown in Guyana in 
South America. 

25 October. The American horror movie Halloween premieres. 

30 November. The Uganda-Tanzania War begins as the troops of Ugandan dictator Idi Amin 
crosses the border into Tanzania in the hunt for opposition members fleeing across the border. 
Tanzania answers the Ugandan invasion with a massive counterattack.   

3 December. The Caribbean island of Dominica gains full independence from the United 
Kingdom.

25 December. Vietnam invades Cambodia, starting the Cambodian-Vietnamese War. 

The death penalty is abolished in Denmark. 

West German electronic music group Kraftwerk releases their songs The Robots and The Model.

American disco music group Village People releases its song Y.M.C.A.  
 
1979
1 January. The American space shuttle Challenger explodes in the air right after take-off, killing 
all seven people on board. 

7 January. The Vietnamese army conquers the Cambodian capital Phnom Penh. The Cambodian 
Khmer Rouge regime collapses and dictator Pol Pot is forced to flee.

16 January. As the Iranian Revolution grows and spirals out of his control, Iranian shah 



Mohammad Reza Pahlavi is forced to resign and flee the country, going into exile in Egypt. 
Massive celebrations break out across the country at the news of the shah’s departure. 

1 February. Iranian Islamist leader ayatollah Ruhollah Khomeini arrives in Iran from his forced 
exile in France, with the ambition of leading the country after the departure of the shah. 

7 February. Iranian aytollah Ruhollah Khomeini and his Islamist supporters take control of the 
Iranian government and law enforcement in the power vacuum left by the collapse of the shah’s 
regime. 

22 February. The Caribbean island of Saint Lucia gains full independence from the United 
Kingdom.

1 April. The new Islamic Republic of Iran is created under the leadership of aytollah Ruhollah 
Khomeini and the newly established Islamic Guardian Council – Islamic religious law becomes 
the ruling law of Iran. 

11 April. Tanzanian troops captures the Ugandan capital Kampala, thus ending the Uganda-
Tanzania War. Ugandan dictator Idi Amin is forced to flee the country and goes into exile in 
Libya aided by his ally Libyan leader Muammar Gaddafi. Around half a million Ugandans have 
been killed during Amins brutal rule. 

1 May. Greenland is granted increased autonomy from Denmark. 

4 May. Margaret Thatcher of the Conservative Party becomes prime minister of the United 
Kingdom.

9 May. Civil war breaks out in El Salvador between the ruling military regime and the left-wing 
guerrilla coalition of the Farabundo Marti National Liberation Front.  

10 May. The American war movie Apocalypse Now directed by Francis Ford Coppola and 
starring Martin Sheen and Marlon Brando premieres. 

25 May. The American science-fiction horror movie Alien directed by Ridley Scott and starring 
Sigourney Weaver premieres.  

1 June. Abel Muzorewa becomes the first black prime minister of Rhodesia following its 
first truly democratic elections – ending the white minority apartheid rule under Ian Smith. 
Following the elections, the still internationally unrecognised country changes its name to 
Zimbabwe Rhodesia.   

12 July. The Gilbert Islands in the South Pacific Ocean gain full independence from the United 
Kingdom as the new country of Kiribati. 



16 July. Saddam Hussein of the Arab Socialist Ba’ath Party becomes president of Iraq. 

5 August. Mauritania signs a peace treaty with the Sahrawi Arab Democratic Republic and 
withdraws its troops from the country. 

11 August. Morroccan troops take control of the areas of Western Sahara left to the Sahrawi 
Democratic Republic by Mauritania. 

20 September. Jean-Bédel Bokassa, the brutal leader of the Central African Empire, is 
overthrown in a coup d’état by former president David Dacko supported by French troops. 
Bokassa flees into exile in the Ivory Coast. Under Dacko, the country again becomes a 
democratic presidential republic, and changes its name back the the Central African Republic. 

1 October. A democratic republic is constitutionally established in Nigeria. 

22 October. Former Iranian shah Mohammad Reza Pahlavi, who has become mortally ill, is 
granted asylum in the United States of America. 

27 October. The Caribbean islands of Saint Vincent and the Grenadines gain full independence 
from the United Kingdom.   

4 November. Around 3,000 Iranian anti-Western radicals with support from the new Iranian 
Islamist regime invade the American embassy in the Iranian capital Tehran and take 90 people 
inside the embassy hostage, demanding that the United States deport former shah Mohammad 
Reza Pahlavi back to Iran to stand trial in exchange for their release.

20 November. A group of 200 Islamist militant activists led by Juhayman al-Otaybi occupy the 
Masjid al-Haram mosque in Mecca in Saudi Arabia – the very holiest place within Islam. 

4 December. The Saudi Arabian army, supported by French troops, manages to recapture the 
Masjid al-Haram mosque from the Islamist militans under Juhayman al-Otaybi. More than a 
hundred Saudi soldiers and more than a hundred militants are killed during the bloody fighting. 
The events unfolding at the holiest place in Islam causes massive outrage and protests across the 
Islamic world. In its aftermath, fearing for their hold on power, the Saudi regime implements 
an even stricter Islamic rule of the country, attempting to stifle the country’s powerful Islamist 
movements. 

12 December. The internationally unrecognised state of Zimbabwe Rhodesia returns to nominal 
British rule under the name of Southern Rhodesia. 

24 December. The Soviet Union invades Afghanistan in support of the country’s socialist 
government against the America supported Islamist rebel group the Mujahideen. 



The bodies of former Russian emperor emperor Nikolai II, his wife empress Alexandra and their 
children, who were executed by the orders of the Soviet government in 1918, are found buried 
ouside Yekaterinburg, close to the spot where they were killed. 

China introduces a One-Child Policy in an attempt to stifle the country’s massive population 
growth.

The death penalty is abolished in Luxembourg and Norway.

Corporal punishment of children becomes illegal in Sweden. 

Homosexuality is legalised in Spain.

British author Douglas Adams publishes his science-fiction comedy novel The Hitchhiker’s 
Guide to the Galaxy.

1980
9 January. More than 60 of the Islamist extremists committing the occupation of the Masjid al-
Haram in Mecca, including their leader Juhayman al-Otaybi, are executed by public beheading 
in Saudi Arabia. 

12 February. The Winter Olympic Games open in Lake Placid in the United States of America.

18 April. Zimbabwe under newly elected president Robert Mugabe gains full independence 
from the United Kingdom. It marks complete the end of British colonial rule in Africa. 

30 April. Queen Juliana of the Netherlands chooses to abdicate the throne. She is succeeded by 
her daughter Queen Beatrix. 

4 April. Josip Broz Tito, the popular president of the Socialist Fderalist Republic of Yugoslavia, 
dies after almost 30 years in power. His funeral becomes the largest state funeral in history. 

18 May. The volcano Mount St. Helens in the U.S. state of Washington erupts violently, 
claiming the lives of almost 60 people.

22 May. The Japanese arcade video game Pac-Man is released. 

23 May. The American horror movie The Shining based on a novel by Stephen King, directed 
by Stanley Kubrick and starring Jack Nicholson premieres. 

1 June. The American television news channel the Cable News Network (CNN) begins its 
broadcasts.    



19 July. The Olympic Games open in Moscow in the Soviet Union. The United States of 
America, Canada, China, Egypt, Iran, Japan, Norway, South Korea, Turkey and West Germany, 
among other countries, are boycotting the games due to the Soviet involvement in the war in 
Afghanistan.  

27 July. Former Iranian shah Mohammad Reza Pahlavi dies from illness in exile in Egypt. 

30 July. The island country of Vanuatu in the South Pacific Ocean gains full independence from 
the joint rule of France and the United Kingdom. 

5 September. The Gotthard Tunnel opens under the Alps in Switzerland. At a length of 17 
kilometres it becomes the longest highway tunnel in the world. 

12 September. The conservative government of Turkey is overthrown in a military coup d’état, 
with the goal of creating increased stability and end political violence in the heavily divided 
country. General Kenan Evren becomes new president of Turkey.  

17 September. The self-governing trade union Solidarity is formed at the shipyard in Gdansk 
in Poland under the leadership of worker’s rights activist Lech Walesa, following a successful 
workers’ strike.  

22 September. The Iran-Iraq War breaks out as the Iraqi army invades Iran. 

10 October. Around 5,000 people are killed in a massive earthquake in Algeria. 

8 December. British singer and former The Beatles member John Lennon is murdered outside 
his home in New York City.
          
1981
1 January. Greece joins the European Community. 

20 January. Ronald Reagan becomes president of the United States of American. 

20 January. Iran releases the remaining hostages at the American embassy in Tehran, ending the 
well over one year long hostage situation.

30 March. American president Ronald Reagan is shot and severely wounded in an assassination 
attempt in the capital Washington, but survives. 

11 May. Jamaican reggae singer Bob Marley dies from illness at age 36. 

13 May. Pope John Paul II is shot at St. Peter’s Square in Vatican City in an assassination 



attempt by a Turkish socialist extremist. The pope is severely wounded but survives.

21 May. Francois Mitterand of the Socialist Party becomes president of France. 

25 May. The Gulf Cooperation Council – an intergovernmental political and economic union 
between the Gulf states of Bahrain, Kuwait, Oman, Qatar, Saudi Arabia and the United Arab 
Emirates – is established.  
 
12 June. The American adventure movie Raiders of the Lost Ark directed by Steven Spielberg, 
written by George Lucas and starring Harrison Ford premieres.     

9 July. The arcade video game Donkey Kong by Japanese video game company Nintendo is 
released. 

17 July. The Israeli ariforce heavily bombards apartment blocks in the war torn Lebanese capital 
Beirut where members of the Palestinian Liberation Organization are operating. More than 300 
civilians are killed. 

29 July. British crown prince Charles marries Diana Spencer, who becomes princess Diana. 

1 August. The music video television channel MTV begins its broadcasts. 

1 September. Former Nazi German chief architect and minister of armament Albert Speer dies. 

21 September. The Central American country of Belize gains full independence from the United 
Kingdom. Thus, British colonial rule on the mainland of the Americas comes to a complete end. 

6 October. Egyptian president Anwar Sadat is assassinated during a military parade in the 
capital Cairo by army members belonging to the Islamist extremist group the Islamic Jihad due 
to his peace agreements with Israel. 

14 October. Vice president Hosni Mubarak becomes the new president of Egypt.  

1 November. The Caribbean islands of Antigua and Barbuda gain full independence from the 
United Kingdom. 

11 December. The right-wing military regime of El Salvador murders around 900 civilians in 
the El Mozote Massacre during the Salvadoran Civil War.  

The death penalty is abolished in France.   

Homosexuality is legalised in Scotland. 



Australian rock group Men At Work releases its song Down Under.

1982
2 April. Argentina invades and occupies the Falkland Islands, a British territory in the South 
Atlantic Ocean, starting the Falklands War.  

21 May. The Battle of San Carlos takes place as British troops successfully land on the Falkland 
Islands. 

30 May. Spain joins the North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO). 

11 June. The American science-fiction movie E.T. the Extra Terrestrial directed by Steven 
Spielberg premiers. 

14 June. The Falklands War comes to an end as the Argentinian forces surrender. The islands 
remain under British control. More than 600 Argentinian soldiers, more than 200 British 
soldiers and three native civilians have been killed during the war. 

18 June. As a consequence of the loss in the Falklands War, Argentinian military dictator 
Leopoldo Galtieri is forced to resign. Within two weeks, he is succeeded as president by another 
military dicator – Reynaldo Bignone. 

21 June. Prince William – son of prince Charles and princess Diana and second in line to the 
throne of the United Kingdom – is born.

11 July. Italy wins the soccer World Cup in Spain, defeating West Germany 3-1 in the final.

14 September. Elected Lebanese president Bachir Gemayel is assassinated in the capital Beirut 
during the ongoing Lebanese Civil War. 

1 October. Helmut Kohl of the Christian Democratic Union becomes chancellor of West 
Germany. 

10 November. Leonid Brezhnev, leader of the Soviet Union, dies. He is succeeded as Soviet 
leader by Yuri Andropov. 

7 December. The first execution by lethal injection takes place in the United States of America.

The population of China reaches one billion. 

Homosexuality is legalised in Northern Ireland. 

American pop singer Michael Jackson releases his songs Thriller, Billie Jean and Beat It.



1983
18 April. More than 60 people are killed by a suicide bomber from the Islamist organisation the 
Islamic Jihad at the American embassy in the Lebanese capital Beirut. 

17 May. Israel agrees to withdraw all of its troops from Lebanon. 

15 July. Japanese video game company Nintendo releases their first home video game console, 
the Nintendo Entertainment System. 

16 September. The America developed Global Positioning System (GPS) is made available for 
civilian use. 

19 September. The Caribbean islands of Saint Kitts and Nevis gain full independence from the 
United Kingdom. 

26 September. The world comes close to nuclear war as the Soviet Union receives a warning 
about an ongoing American nuclear missile attack on the country. Soviet militart officer 
Stanislav Yegrafovic Petrov correctly assumes that the warning is a false alarm, and thus 
declines to fire any Soviet nuclear missiles.  

23 October. The Islamist extremist group the Islamic Jihad carries out suicide bombings against 
American and French military barracks in the Lebanese capital Beirut, killing 240 American, 60 
French soldiers and six Lebanese civilians. 

25 October. The United States of America invades the tiny Caribbean island nation of 
Grenada and swiftly deposes the island’s socialist government in favour of a America-friendly 
government. The invasion is heavily criticised even by America’s nearest allies. 

30 October. Raúl Alfonsin wins a democratic election in Argentina – thus ending the military 
dictatorship in the country. 

27 December. Pope John Paul II visits the Rebibbia prison in Rome, where he forgives his 
would-be assassin Mehmet Ali Agca. 

Widespread famine due to drought breaks out in Ethiopia. Within two years, it will claim the 
lives of almost half a million people.

Corporal punishment of children becomes illegal in Finland.

West German pop music group Nena releases their anti-Cold War song 99 Luftballons. 

British synthpop duo Eurythmics, featuring Annie Lennox and David A. Stewart, releases its 



song Sweet Dreams (Are Made of This). 

British pop music group Culture Club with singer Boy George releases its song Karma 
Chameleon.

Canadian synthpop group Men Without Hats releases their song The Safety Dance.

1984
1 January. The country of Brunei on the South East Asian island of Borneo gains full 
independence from the United Kingdom. 

7 January. Brunei joins the Association of South East Asian Nations (ASEAN). 

24 January. The Macintosh personal computer by the American technology company Apple 
becomes available for public purchase. 

7 February. The Winter Olympic Games open in Sarajevo, Yugoslavia. 

9 February. Yuri Andropov, leader of the Soviet Union, dies. He is succeeded as Soviet leader 
by Konstantin Chernenko.

6 March. Coal miners in the United Kingdom begins to strike in protest against the closure of 
mines under the conservative government of Margreth Thatcher. The strike will last for an entire 
year. 

23 April. The Acquired Immunodeficiency Syndrome (AIDS) virus is discovered for the first 
time by American scientists. 

3 June. Indian prime minister Indira Gandhi orders Operation Blue Star – the storming of the 
Golden Temple in Armitsar, the holiest place within Sikhism, inside which Sikh separatist 
fundamentalist Jarnail Singh Bhindranwale and his armed followers have found sancturay for 
months. The massive and extremely violent military operation indside the crowded holy temple 
grounds leads to the deaths of more than 20,000 civilians besides Bhindranwale and 200 of his 
followers, as well as more than 200 soldiers of the Indian army. The extremely bloody operation 
inside their holiest ground causes massive outrage and riots among India’s Sikh population.  

1 July. As the last country in Europe, Liechtenstein grants women the right to vote.

28 July. The Olympic Games open in Los Angeles in the United States of America. The 
games are boycotted by the Soviet Union, Afghanistan, Bulgaria, Cuba, Czechoslovakia, East 
Germany, Hungary, North Korea, Poland and Vietnam, among others, in retalliaton for the 
America led boycott of the Olympic Games in Moscow in 1980.  



19 September. The American historical drama movie Amadeus, about the life of Austrian 
musician Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart, directed by Milos Forman and starring Tom Hulce and F. 
Murray Abraham premieres. 

26 October. The American science-fiction thriller The Terminator directed by James Cameron, 
starring Austrian bodybuilder Arnold Schwarzenegger in the title role premieres. 

31 October. Indian prime minister Indira Gandhi is assassinated by two of her Sikh bodyguards 
due to her ordering of the violent storming of the Sikhs’ holy Golden Temple in Armitsar. Her 
assassination causes massive violent riots among Hindus against Sikhs across the country.   

3 December. A massive gas leak of deadly pesticide chemicals at a factory of the Union 
Carbide Corporation spreads across the Indian city of Bhopal. Massive panic erupts as people 
desperately try to flee the deadly gas. More than 2,000 people in the city are immediately killed 
by the gas and another 5,000 people will die from the effects of the gas within the following two 
weeks. Around 4,000 people suffer severe lifelong injuries from the gas while another 40,000 
suffer partial injuries, many children is the area will become born with birth defects, and the soil 
and drinking water becomes heavily poisoned and unusable.

3 December. The charity music single Do They Know It’s Christmas? is released in order to 
raise money to combat the ongoing famine in Ethiopia. The song, written by musician Bob 
Geldof, features besides Geldoff himself the vocals of Bono, Phil Collins, Boy George, George 
Michael, Sting and many more.

American pop singer Madonna releases her songs Like A Virgin and Material Girl.

American pop singer Prince releases his song Purple Rain.

Norwegian synthpop group A-ha releases its song Take On Me.

The song Last Christmas by British pop music duo Wham! featuring George Michael and 
Andrew Ridgeley is released.  

1985
1 January. The Danish autonomous territory of Greenland opts to leave the European Economic 
Community. 

3 March. The nearly miners’ strike in the United Kingdom comes to and end. The strike has 
been declared illegal by British prime minister Margreth Thatcher, who refuses to give into any 
of the miners’ demands.

10 March. Konstantin Chernenko, leader of the Soviet Union, dies. He is succeeded as Soviet 
leader by Mikhail Gorbachev. 



11 April. Albanian communist dictator Enver Hoxha dies. He is succeeded as Albanian leader 
by Ramiz Alia. 

16 May. A massive hole in the ozone layer is discovered over Antarctica, caused by chemical 
pollution.

!4 June. The Schengen Agreement is signed between some of the members of the European 
Economic Community, opening up to free movement of people and goods across the borders 
of the signatory states. The original signatories of the agreement are Belgium, France, 
Luxembourg, the Netherlands and West Germany. 

15 June. The Japanese animation studio Studio Ghibli is founded by Hayao Miyazaki and Isao 
Takahata.

3 July. The American science-fiction comedy movie Back to the Future directed by Robert 
Zemeckis and starring Michael J. Fox and Christopher Lloyd premieres. 

10 July. The ship Rainbow Warrior of the environmental protection organisation Greenpeace is 
bombed and sunk by French army artillery whilst protesting French nuclear tests in the South 
Pacific Ocean. One Greenpeace activist is killed.  

13 July. Live Aid concerts are held simultaneously in London and Philadelphia in order the raise 
money towards relieving the ongoing famine in Ethiopia. Organised by musician Bod Geldof, 
other artists participating in the event include David Bowie, Phil Collins, Bob Dylan, Elton 
John, Paul McCartney, Queen, the Rolling Stones, Sting, U2 and The Who. 

20 July. American president Ronald Reagan secretly approves arms sales to Iran, which is 
officially under economic sanctions since the embassy hostage crisis. The weapons sales are 
made to fund the right-wing anti-socialist Contras rebels in the hope of them toppling the 
socialist government of Nicaragua.  

1 September. The huge passenger ship Titanic which sank in the North Atlantic in 1912 is 
rediscovered on the bottom of the ocean.

13 September. The home video games Super Mario Bros. by Japanese video game company 
Nintendo is released. 

18 November. The comic strip Calvin and Hobbes by Bill Waterson premieres. 

20 November. American computer technology company Microsoft releases its first version of 
the computer operative system Windows – Windows 1.0. 



23 November. A passenger airplane travelling from Athens towards Cairo is hijacked by the 
Palestinian extremist nationalist group the Abu Nidal Organization. The plane is forced to land 
on Malta, where, after failed negotiations, the hijackers begin to shoot the hostage.

25 November. Egyptian military forces storm the hijacked airplane in Malta in an attempt to 
free the surviving hostage, but the rescue operation ends in disaster – 58 of the 87 remaining 
passengers and crew members on the plane are killed during the rescue raid. 

27 December. The airports in Rome and Vienna are attacked by Palestinian nationalist 
extremists from the Abu Nidal Organization. 19 civilans are killed and hundred are injured. 

27 December. American gorilla researcher and natural protection activist Diane Fossey is 
murdered by gorilla poachers inside her rainforest research station in Rwanda. 

The death penalty is abolished in Australia. 

Austrian synthpop singer Falco releases his song Rock Me Amadeus.

1986
1 January. Portugal and Spain join the European Economic Community. 

3 February. The American computer animation film company Pixar Animation Studios is 
founded.   

21 February. The fantasy video game The Legend of Zelda is released by Nintendo.

25 February. Soviet leader Mikhail Gorbachev introduces his plans of Glasnost and Perestroyka 
– Openness and Reformation – with the goal of creating a more democratic socialist system 
within the Soviet Union. 

28 February. Swedish Social Democratic prime minister Olof Palme is assassinated in the 
capital Stockholm. The assassin is never found.  

26 April. The Chernobyl nuclear power plant in Ukraine in the Soviet Union explodes in an 
accident, causing deadly radioactive fallout to immediately spread over a vast area of Ukraine 
and Belarus, with smaller doses reaching as far as northern and central Europe. Hundreds of 
thousands of people over large areas of Ukraine and Belarus are forced to be immediately 
evacuated, leaving whole cities as ghost towns, uninhabitable for all forseeable future. More 
than 30 people are killed immediately by the radiation – while more than 4,000 people will die 
due to the long term effects of the radiation.    

23 May. The long and bloody Somali Civil War begins, causing massive suffering and refugee 
streams across the impoverished country.  



29 June. Argentina wins the soccer World Cup in Mexico, defeating West Germany 3-2 in the 
final.

18 July. The American science-fiction action movie Aliens directed by James Cameron and 
starring Sigourney Weaver and Michael Biehn premieres. 

21 October. The Marshall Islands in the Pacific Ocean gain full independence from the United 
States of America.

3 November. The Federated States of Micronesia in the Pacific Ocean gain full independence 
from the United States of America. 

21 November. Member of the administration of American president Ronald Reagan begin to 
destroy documents showing the illegal sale of weapons to Iran.   

1987
6 March. The cross-channel passenger ferry Herald of Free Enterprise travelling from Bruges 
in  Belgium towards Dover in the United Kingdom capsizes just after leaving port. Almost 200 
people are killed. 

28 June. The Iraqi airforce attacks the Iranian town of Sardasht with mustard gas bombs during 
the Iran-Iraq War. More than a hundred civilians are killed, and more than 4,000 are seriously 
injured.

29 June. South Korean president Roh Tae-Woo announces the introduction of democratic 
reforms in the country, and promises free elections.   

4 August. The United Nations World Commission on Environment and Development, led by 
Norwegian prime minister Gro Harlem Brundtland, puplishes its report Our Common Future, 
pointing to the mutual interdependence and need for international cooperation in solving 
pressing environmental issues and reaching sustainable development.  

17 August. Former leading Nazi German politician Rudolf Hess commits suicide inside his 
prison cell at the Spandau prison in West Berlin where he serves his lifetime sentence, at age 93. 
Hess is the very last prisoner held at the prison, and after his death the prison is demolished.

21 August. The American romantic drama movie Dirty Dancing starring Jennifer Grey and 
Patrick Swayze premieres.

25 September. The Americn romantic fantasy comedy movie The Princess Bride starring Cary 
Elwes, Robin Wright, Mandy Patinkin and French wrestler André the Giant premieres. 



29 November. An airplane travelling from Baghdad in Iraq towards Seoul in South Korea is 
exploded midair over the Indian Ocean by bombs planted by North Korean agents. All of the 
115 persons on board are killed. 

8 December. The First Intifada is declared by Palestine in the Israeli-Palestinian conflict, with a 
Palestinian mass movement of violent protests, civil disobedience, general strikes and boycotts 
towards Israel. 

The death penalty is abolished in Liechtenstein. 

Corporal punishment of children becomes illegal in Norway. 

American pop music singer Michael Jackson releases his songs Bad and Smooth Criminal.

British pop music singer Rick Astley releases his song Never Gonna Give You Up.

The human population of Earth reaches five billion. 

1988
13 February. The Winter Olympic Games open in Calgary, Canada. 

20 February. The Armenian majority region of Nagorno-Karabach in the Soviet province of 
Azerbaijan votes to join the nearby province of Armenia, triggering the start of the Nagorno-
Karabach War. 

13 March. The Seikan Tunnel opens under the Tsugaru Strait between the Japanese islands of 
Honshu and Hokkaido. The 54 kilometres long railway tunnel becomes the longest as well as 
deepest tunnel in the world. 

16 March. The Iraqi army attacks the Kurdish town of Halabja in northern Iraq using deadly 
chemical weapons as revenge for Kurdish cooperation with Iran in the Iran-Iraq War. Around 
5,000 people in the town are killed, and 10,000 are injured. 

16 April. The Japanese animated movie My Neighbor Totoro by Studio Ghibli, directed by 
Hayao Miyazaki, premieres. 

10 June. Spontaneous mass singing demonstrations, involving more than a hundred thousand 
demonstrators, break out at night in the Soviet province of Estonia in a call for Estonian 
independence. 

14 June. A massive fire breaks out in and around Yellowstone National Park in the United States 
of America. Raging for more than three months, more than a third of the park has burnt before 
the fire is stopped in late September. 



23 June. NASA scientist James Hansen warns the United States senate about ongoing human 
created global warming caused by emissions of greenhouse gasses.          

3 July. The Fatih Sultan Mehmet Bridge in Istanbul in Turkey is completed, becoming the 
second bridge over the Bosphorous Strait in the city. 

12 July. The American action movie Die Hard starring Bruce Willis and Alan Rickman 
premieres. 

8 August. Up to 10,000 civilians are killed by regime troops in Myanmar during massive 
demonstrations in the 8888 Uprising against the oppressive military dicatorship. 

11 August. Saudi Arabian islamist Osama bin Laden founds the islamist extremist organisation 
Al-Qaeda as a break-away group from the mujahideen islamist fighters in Afghanistan.  

20 August. The Iran-Iraq War comes to an end with a truce after a stalemate – all Iraqi troops 
are forced to withdraw from Iran. The long war has cost the lives of hundreds of thousands of 
civilians on both side.   

21 August. An earthquake claims the lives of more than a thousand people in Nepal. 

17 September. The Olympic Games open in Seoul, South Korea. 

5 October. Thousands of people protests against the ruling dicatorial regime in Algeria. The 
protests are violently beaten down by the regime, leading to the death of around 500 civilians. 

16 November. The leaders of the Soviet province of Estonia unilaterally declare that its 
decisions reign suppreme in Estonia over those of the Soviet central government. 

16 November. Benazir Bhutto is elected president of Pakistan in the first public elections in the 
country for more than a decade. 

7 December. A massive earthquake claims the lives of around 25,000 people in the Soviet 
province of Armenia. An additional 400,000 people in the province are left homeless. 

7 December. The Soviet province of Estonia declares that the Estonian language is to be the 
official language of the province.    

21 December. A passenger airplane travelling from London towards New York City is exploded 
over Lockerbie in Scotland by a bomb planted by Libyan agents. All of the 259 persons on 
board are killed. 



British-Indian author Salman Rushdie publishes his controversial Islam critic novel The Satanic 
Verses.

Irish New Age pop singer Enya releases her song Orinoco Flow.

1989
7 January. Japanese emperor Hirohito dies after 62 years on the throne. He is succeeded by his 
son Akihito. 

18 January. The communist government of Poland votes in favour of legalising the independent 
worker’s union Solidarity led by Lech Walesa. 

20 January. George H. W. Bush becomes president of the United States of America. 

2 February. The Soviet-Afghan War comes to an end as the last Soviet troops leave Afghanistan. 
However, civil war continues to rage in Afghanistan between its socialist government and the 
America supported islamist rebels the Mujahideen.

3 February. Paraguayan dictator Alfredo Stroesser is overthrown in a military coup d’état, 
ending  his more than 40 years long dictatorship in the country.  

14 February. Iranian supreme leader ayatollah Ruhollah Khomeini issues a fatwa which calls for 
Muslims to seek to kill Salman Rushdie, author of The Satanic Verses, forcing Rushdie to live 
under perpetual police protection. 

7 March. Iran breaks off all relations with the United Kingdom over the publication of The 
Satanic Verses.

24 March. The oil tanker Exxon Valdez creates massive ecological disaster as it spills 240,000 
barrels of oil into the Prince William Sound in Alaska after running aground. The oil spill 
covers 28,000 km² of water surface and 2,100 kilometres of coastline. It claims the lives of 
around 250,000 seabirds, 3,000 sea otters, 300 seals, 250 bald eagles, and more than 20 killer 
whales.  

9 April. 20 civilians are shot and killed by Soviet troops during public demonstrations for self-
government in the Soviet province of Georgia. 

15 April. Large-scale student protests for democratic reforms begins at the Tianmen Square in 
the Chinese capital Beijing. The protests soon grow and spread across the country.   

15 April. Almost a hundred people are killed from being crushed by overcrowding of the stands 
during a soccer game between Liverpool and Nottingham Forest at the Hillsborough soccer 
stadium in Sheffield in the United Kingdom. 



21 April. Japanese video game company Nintendo releases the hand held, portable video game 
console Game Boy.

17 May. More than a million people march in a pro-democracy demonstration through the 
Chinese capital Beijing. 

20 May. The Chinese government declares Martial Law in Beijing. 

3 June. Iranian supreme leader ayatollah Ruhollah Khomeni dies. He is succeeded as the 
country’s supreme leader by Ali Khamenei.  

3 June. Late in the evening, the Chinese military invades the Tianmen Square in Beijing in order 
to disperse the thousands of protesters gathered. Opening fire on the protesters, the military kills 
around a thousand people and causing mass panic and chaos. Military actions continue for the 
next few days, forcing the public demonstrations to come to a complete stop.  

4 June. The Solidarity movement led by Lech Walesa wins the first free elections in Poland, 
ending the rule of the Communist Party in the country.   

5 June. The American comedy television series Seinfeld premieres.

6 July. 16 Israelis are killed in a suicide attack by a Palestinian nationalist extremist on board a 
bus in Tel Aviv, Israel. 

10 July. 300,000 coal mine workers in Siberia in the Soviet Union go on a mass strike for 
improved working conditions. 

19 August. The Pan-European Picnic, a mass demonstration for peace and unity, is held on the 
border between Austria and Hungary. 

23 Augusti. Two million people join hands and form a 600 kilometres long chain across the 
Soviet provinces of Estonia, Latvia and Lithuania in a mass demonstration for Baltic freedom 
and independence. 

23 August. Hungary removes all its border restrictions towards Austria. 

20 September. Frederik Willem de Klerk becomes president of South Africa.

26 September. Vietnam withdraws its last troops from Cambodia, fully ending its occupation of 
the country. 

18 October. The Hungarian communist government votes in favour of reinstalling parliamentary 



democracy. 

18 October. Erich Honecker, leader of the ruling East German Communist Party since 18 years, 
is forced to step down due to illness. He is succeeded by Egon Krenz. 

23 October. The new Hungarian Republic is officially declared, ending the communist 
dictatorship in the country. 

7 November. The communist government of East Germany resigns. 

9 November. East Germany announces the immediate opening of its border to free travel into 
West Germany. Immediately a mass movement of people across the border begins. Massive 
celebrations erupt between Germans across the despised border, and spontaneous destruction of 
the now defunct Berlin Wall begins. 

17 November. A peaceful student demonstration in the Czechoslovak capital Prague is brutally 
beaten down by police. The event sparks the Velvet Revolution – a movement to overthrow the 
ruling communist regime by peaceful means. 

17 November. The animated movie The Little Mermaid by Walt Disney Studios premieres. 

20 November. Half a million people peacefully demonstrate in the Velvet Revolution against the 
ruling communist regime in the Czechoslovak capital Prague.

20 November. The United Nations adopts its children’s rights treaty the Convention of the 
Rights of the Child, setting out the fundamental civil, political, economic, health and cultural 
rights of children. The treaty is ratified by every United Nations member states except for the 
United States of America.

22 November. Lebanese president René Moawad is assassinated in a bomb attack.

28 November. Following the massive demonstration of the Velvet Revolution, the communist 
government of Czechoslovakia announces that free elections are to be held. 

1 December. The ruling Communist Party of East Germany abolishes its constitutional 
monopoly on state power, opening for free elections. 

3 December. East German leader Egon Krenz resigns, along with the rest of the party’s top 
leadership. 

6 December. Manfred Gerlach becomes the first non-communist leader of East Germany. 

7 December. The Soviet province of Lithuania abolishes the Communist Party’s monopoly on 



power within the province.   

11 December. The ruling Communist Party in Bulgaria announces the introduction of 
democracy and free elections in the country.        

14 December. Chilean right-wing military dictator Agusto Pinochet is defeated by Patricio 
Aylwin of the Christian Democratic Party in the first free elections in the country in 16 years. 

17 December. Revolution breaks out in Romania against the rule of the brutal communist 
dictator Nicolae Ceausescu. 

17 December. The American animated comedy series The Simpsons premieres. 

20 December. The United States of America invades Panama with the goal of overthrowing 
Panamian military dicator Manuel Noriega. 

21 December. Romanian dictator Nicolae Ceausecu speaks in front is more than a hundred 
thousand protesters gather in front of the headquarters of the Communist Party in the capital 
Bucharest. Failing to control the crowds by his speech, he sends out his military to restore order.      

22 December. Soldiers in Romanian army begin to switch sides en masse, joining in the 
popular protests against Nicolae Ceausescu. The dictator and his wife Elena desperately flees 
by helicopter from  Bucharest to the city of Targoviste, where they are forced to land and are 
arrested by police. 

25 December. After a very brief show trial, former Romanian dictator Nicolae Ceausescu and 
his wife Elena are executed by firing squad at a military base outside Bucharest. 

29 December. Vaclav Havel becomes the first democratically elected president of 
Czechoslovakia since the start of the Second World War.     

The Javan tiger (Panthera tigris sondaica), endemic to the forsets of the Indonesian island of 
Java, goes extinct. It disappears due to destruction of its inhabitat and hunting by humans.   

The death penalty is abolished in New Zealand.

Corporal punishment of children becomes illegal in Austria. 

American pop singer Madonna releases her songs Like a Prayer and Express Yourself. 

1990
1 January. Poland leaves the Warsaw Pact. 



3 January. Panamian military dictator Manuel Noriega surrenders to the American troops, 
allowing for democracy for democracy to be installed in Panama under conservative president 
Guillermo Endara.

11 January. Around 300,000 people demonstrate in Lithuania for independence from the Soviet 
Union. 

15 January. The Bulgarian parliament votes in favour of ending the one-party rule of the 
Communist Party. 

20 January. Neraly 200 people and 800 are killed by Soviet troops in the Soviet constituent 
republic of Azerbaijan as thousands of people gather in massive demonstrations for Azerbaijani 
independence.  

22 January. The communist government of Yugoslavia votes in favour of giving up its 
monopoly on power. 

2 February. South African president Frederik Willem de Clerk announces that the anti-Apartheid 
party the African National Congress will be legalised, and that its former leader Nelson 
Mandela will be released from prison. 

7 February. The Communist Party of the Soviet Union under Mikhail Gorbachev announces that 
its monopoly on power will be abolished  and that multi-party elections are to be held. 

11 February. After 27 years, South African anti-Apartheid activist Nelson Mandela, former 
leader of the African National Congress, is released from prison. 

19 February. The computer graphics editing programme Adobe Photoshop is released. 

28 February. Cease-fire is reached between the socialist government of Nicaragua led by Daniel 
Ortega and the America-backed contras guerilla. 

11 March. Lithuania declares full independence from the Soviet Union. With Lithuania’s 
independence, the Kaliningrad Oblast (formerly northern East Prussia) between Lithuania and 
Poland becomes a Soviet exclave.   

11 March. The brutal Chilean dictator Augusto Pinochet is forced to step down as president of 
Chile following defeat against Patricio Aylwin in the first democratic elections since his rise to 
power.   

18 March. The first-ever free elections in East Germany are won by the conservative Christian 
Democratic Party.



21 March. Namibia gains full independence from South Africa. 

23 March. The American romantic comedy movie Pretty Woman starring Julia Roberts and 
Richard Gere premieres. 

5 April. Sabine Bergmann-Poll of the Christian Democratic Party becomes president of East 
Germany. 

7 April. The passenger ferry Scandinavian Star catches fire in an arson attack while travelling 
from Oslo in Norway towards Frederikshavn in Denmark. More than 150 people lose their 
lives.   

12 April. Lothar de Mazière of the Christian Democratic Party becomes prime minister of East 
Germany.  

25 April. America-backed liberal candidate Violeta Chamorro becomes president of Nicaragua 
after defeating socialist leader Manuel Ortega.   

4 May. Latvia declares full independence from the Soviet Union. 

22 May. The Republic of Yemen is established through the reunification between the Arab 
nationalist state of the Yemen Arab Republic (North Yemen) and the socialist People’s 
Democratic Republic of Yemen (South Yemen). 

27 May. The National League For Democracy, led by Aung San Suu Kyi who is currently held 
in house arrest by the country’s incubent military regime, wins the first democratic elections 
Burma in 30 year – however, the result is immediately declared invalid by the ruling regime.  

29 May. Boris Yeltsin becomes chairman of the government in the Russian part of the Soviet 
Union. 

11 June. Russia declares autonomy within the Soviet Union, adopting its own democratic 
constitution.

13 June. Organised destruction of the Berlin Wall between West Berlin and East Berlin begins.   

1 July. As a step towards full German reunification, the economies of West Germany and East 
Germany are merged as one, and the border between the two countries is fully abolished. 

8 July. West Germany wins the soccer World Cup in Italy, defeating Argentina 1-0 in the final. 

16 July. More than 1,600 people are killed by a massive earthquake in the Philippines. 



28 July. Neoliberal Alberto Fujimori becomes president of Peru. 

2 August. The Gulf War begins as the Iraqi army invades and occupies its rich oil wells, as Iraqi 
leader Saddam Hussein claims that the small country in the Persian Gulf is a rightful part of 
Iraq. 

8 August. Iraq formally annexes the occupied Kuwait. 

24 August. Armenia declares full independence from the Soviet Union.

1 October. The Rwandan Civil War begins as the Tutsi rebel group the Rwanadan Patriotic 
Front led by Paul Kagame crosses the border from Uganda into Rwanda. 

3 October. Germany is fully reunited as a single country as the German People’s Republic 
(East Germany) is fully annexed into the Federal Republic of Germany (formerly called West 
Germany).  

13 October. The Lebanese Civil War comes to an end following the Taif Agreement. The 15 
years long brutal civil war has led to the deaths of around 150,000 civilians and utterly ruined 
the country.  

14 November. Germany and Poland sign a treaty recognising the Oder-Neisse Line, the de facto 
border established after the Second World War, as also being the de jure border between the 
two countries, with Germany thus conceding all claims on Silesia, Pomerania, East Prussia and 
eastern Brandenburg. 

28 November. British prime minister Margaret Thatcher of the Conservative Party resigns. She 
is succeeded by John Major of the same party. 

2 December. Helmut Kohl is elected as the first chancellor of the reunited Germany. 

9 December. Lech Walesa becomes the first democratically elected president of Poland since the 
start of the Second World War. 

16 December. Jean-Bertrand Aristide becomes the first democratically elected president of Haiti 
in more than 30 years. 

The death penalty is abolished in Andorra, Czechoslovakia, Hungary, Ireland and Romania. 

Irish singer Sinéad O’Connor releases her song Nothing Compares 2 U.

1991
11 January. The Soviet army invades Lithuania and occupies its capital Vilnius with the goal of 



retaking control of the newly independent country. 

13 January. Soviet occupation troops in the Lithuanian capital Vilinus attack the massive 
crowds of gathered Lithuanian protesters, killing 14 Lithuanian civilians. Following massive 
international outrage over the Soviet actions, the Soviet Unions decides to withdraw its troops 
from Lithuania.  

17 January. A wide coalition consisting of troops from the United States of America, the United 
Kingdom, France, Italy, Spain the Netherlands, Belgium, Denmark, Norway, Canada, Australia, 
New Zealand, South Korea, Saudi Arabia, Egypt and Syria, among other countries, begins a 
United Nations supported invasion of Iraq in order to liberate Kuwait form occupation. On the 
same day, Iraq as retalliation of the invasion of the coalition, begins to launch massive missile 
strikes into Israel. 

17 January. King Olav V of Norway dies. He is succeeded by his son Harald V. 

26 January. Somali socialist president Mohamed Siad Barre is overthrown in a coup d’état after 
more than 20 years in power. His departure escalates the Somali Civil War and the anarchy of 
the already deeply unstable country. 

29 January. Iraqi troops invade Saudi Arabia during the Gulf War, but is forced to withdraw 
back across the borded only three days later follwowing attacks from American, British, Saudi 
and Qatari troops.  

30 January. The American thriller movie The Silence of the Lambs starring Anthony Hopkins 
and Jodie Foster premieres. 

13 February. The American air force bombs a bomb shelter in Amiryah in the Iraqi capital 
Baghdad during the Gulf War, killing more than 400 Iraqi civilians. 

28 February. The Gulf War comes to an end with a coalition victory after the last Iraqi troops 
fully withdraw from Kuwait. During their retreat, the Iraqi troops set fire to Kuwaiti oil wells. 

31 March. The Croatian War of Independence begins as Croatian police clashes with Serb led 
Yugoslav forces over control of border areas between Croatia and Bosnia.    

31 March. The Communist Party led by sitting Albanian leader Ramiz Alia wins the first 
democratic elections in Albania. 

9 April. Georgia declares full independence from the Soviet Union.  

12 June. In the first Russian public election since the Russian Revolution, Boris Yeltsin is 
democratically elected as president of Russia within the Soviet Union. 



20 June. Berlin is established as the sole capital of the reunited Germany.    

25 June. Croatia and Slovenia both declare full independence from Yugoslavia. 

27 June. The Slovenian Independence War begins as Yugoslav troops invades the breakway 
state. 

1 July. The Warsaw Pact is fully disolved. 

3 July. The American science-fiction action movie Terminator 2: Judgment Day premieres, 
displaying groundbreaking computer-generated special effects.  

7 July. The Slovenian Independence War comes to an end as Yugoslavia agrees to recognise the 
full independence of both Slovenia and Croatia. The ten days long war has claimed the lives of 
44 Yugoslav soldiers and 19 Slovenians. The Croatian War of Independence continues however, 
with the conflict concerning the borders of the new Croatian state.      

31 July. The United States of America and the Soviet Union sign the START I Treaty, deciding 
on a mutual limitation the number of strategic nuclear weapons held by the two countries. 

6 August. American computer scientist Tim Berners-Lee announces the launch of the World 
Wide Web with the publication of the very first website, for the European Organization For 
Nuclear Research (CERN). 

19 August. In an attempt to save the Soviet Union from complete dissolution, a group of of 
Soviet government members led by Gennady Yanayev attempt a coup d’état. Soviet leader 
Mikhail Gorbachev is put under house arrest while vacationing in Crimea, while the coup 
makers take control of the national parliament in Moscow as well as the Soviet state media. 
Russian president Boris Yeltsin soon arrives outside the parliament, beckoning the military not 
to take part in the coup, and calling for a general strike and the ousting of the coup makers. 

20 August. Estonia declares full independence from the Soviet Union. 

20 August. Massive crowds of more than a hundred thousand civilians gather outside the 
barricaded parliament building in Moscow in support of Boris Yeltsin, in a massive protest 
against the coup makers.

21 August. The coup attempt in the Soviet Union against Mikhail Gorbachev comes to an end, 
as the coup fails to gain any popular or military support and the parliament building in Moscow 
is retaken from the coup makers by the Soviet army. 

24 August. Ukraine declares full independence from the Soviet Union. 



25 August. Belarus declares full independence from the Soviet Union.

27 August. Moldova declares full independence from the Soviet Union. 

29 August. As a consequence of the coup attempt in Moscow, Russian president bans and 
abolishes the Communist Party of the Soviet Union. 

30 August. Azerbaijan declares full independence from the Soviet Union. 

31 August. Kyrgyzstan and Uzbekistan declare full independence from the Soviet Union. 

6 September. The Soviet Union declares its recognition of the full independence of Estonia, 
Latvia and Lithuania. 

6 September. The name of the Russia’s second largest city Leningrad is changed back to Saint 
Petersburg.         

8 September. The Republic of Macedonia gains full independence from Yugoslavia. 

9 September. Tajikistan declares full independence from the Soviet Union. 

19 September. An incredibly well-preserved 5,300 years old naturally mummified body of a 
man is found in Ötztal Alps in South Tyrol in northernmost Italy. The man is given the name 
Ötzi. 

1 October. The Yugoslav army lays siege on the southern Croatian city of Dubrovnik during the 
Croatian War of Independence.   

27 October. Turkmenistan declares full independence from the Soviet Union. 

18 October. Following a long and brutal siege, the Yugoslav army invades the eastern Croatian 
city of Vukovar. The siege has claimed the lives of more than 2,000 civilians, more than 
20,000 civilians are forced to flee the city and go into exile, and the entire city is left in ruins. 
Following the ultimate fall of the city, more than 250 Croatian prisoners of war are killed by the 
Yugoslav army.  

13 November. The American animated movie Beauty and the Beast by Walt Disney Studios 
premieres.

30 November. The final of the first soccer World Cup for women is played, hosted in China, 
with the United States of America defeating Norway 2-1 in the final.  



8 December. Russia and Belarus together establish the Commonwealth of Independent States – 
an organisation for mutual cooperation between the newly independent former Soviet states. 

12 December. Russia under president Boris Yeltsin declares its full independence from the 
Soviet Union as the new Russian Federation.  

12 December. The capital of Nigeria is moved from the coastal megacity of Lagos to the more 
centrally located inland city of Abuja. 

16 December. Kazakhstan declares full independence from the Soviet Union. With this, all of 
the constituent republics of the Soviet Union have declared their independence.

21 December. Armenia, Azerbaijan, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Moldova, Tajikistan and 
Uzbekistan join the Commonwealth of Independent States. 

25 December. Mikhail Gorbachev resigns as leader of the Soviet Union. 

26 December. The Soviet Union is declared fully dissolved and fully abolished. With its 
dissolution, the Cold War comes to a complete end after more than 40 years. The United States 
of America becomes the world’s only superpower, and capitalism becomes the single dominant 
ideology in the world. The Russian Federation is recognised as the official successor state of 
the Soviet Union, taking control over all Soviet nuclear weapons and recieving its place in the 
United Nations Security Council.       

The death penalty is abolished in Croatia, Macedonia and Slovenia. 

Homosexuality is legalised in Ukraine. 

American pop singer Michael Jackson releases his song Black or White and Heal the World.

American rock band Nirvana releases its song Smells Like Teen Spirit.

German rock music group Scorpions releases its anti-Cold War song Wind of Change. 

1992
1 January. Egyptian diplomat Boutros Boutros-Ghali becomes secretary general of the United 
Nations. 

2 January. Boris Yeltsin introduces hyper capitalist reforms in Russia through an economic 
shock therapy, immediately causing price rises of goods and services to rise up to time-fold, 
leading to imminent mass poverty, desperation and anarchy across Russia. 

7 February. The Maastricht Treaty is signed by all members of the European Communities in 



Maastricht in the Netherlands. The treaty opens for the merging of the various political and 
economic communities between the member states into a single supranational body – paving the 
way for the creation of the closer European Union between the states. 

8 February. The Winter Olympic Games open in Albertville, France.         

5 April. Bosnia and Herzegovina declares full independence from Yugoslavia. However, 
Yugoslavia as well as the breakaway Serb Republic within Bosnia refuse to acknowledge the 
declaration. 

5 April. The army of the Bosnian Serb break-away region of the Serb Republic lay siege on the 
Bosnian capital Sarajevo, with a majority Muslim Bosnian population. The brutal siege on the 
city will last for more than four years. 

6 April. The Bosnian War begins. The extremely brutal war pits the independence seeking 
Bosniak Muslim population against the Bosnian Serb minority seeking to keep Bosnia within 
Yugoslavia as well as the Bosnian Croat minority seeking to join Bosnian territory with Croatia.

12 April. Disneyland Paris opens outside the French capital. 

28 April. The Socialist Federal Republic of Yugoslavia is dissolved and replaced to the new 
Federal Republic of Yugoslavia, consisting of the two remaining Yugoslav states – Serbia and 
Montenegro. 

3 June. The United Nations Earth Summit – officially called the United Nations Conference on 
Environment and Development – opens in Rio de Janeiro in Brazil with the goal of combatting 
rising environmental destruction around the world. Representatives of the governments of 
172 countries are participating in the summit, which discusses action plans for creating global 
sustainable development.  

13 July. Yitzak Rabin of the Labour Party becomes prime minister of Israel. 

23 July. The breakway territory of Abkhazia unilaterally declares independence from Georgia. 

25 July. The Olympic Games open in Barcelona, Spain.    

25 November. The American animated movie Aladdin by Walt Disney Studios premieres. 

9 December. British crown prince Charles and his wife princess Diana publically announce that 
they will separate. 

12 December. Around 2,500 people are killed in an earthquake on the Indonesian island of 
Flores. 



1993
1 January. Czechoslovakia is peacefully dissolved with the creation of the two new independent 
countries of the Czech Republic and the Slovak Republic. 

20 January. Bill Clinton becomes president of the United States of America. 

26 February. Six people are killed and more than a thousande are injured in a bomb attack 
against the World Trade Center in New York City in the United States of America, carried out 
by the Arab nationalist extremists opposing the American involvement in the Middle East and 
its support of Israel. 

23 April. Agenda 21 – the contrete action plan for sustainable development created following 
the United Nations Earth Summit the previous year – is published.  

24 May. Eritrea gains full independence from Ethiopia.  

11 June. The American science-fiction adventure movie Jurassic Park directed by Steven 
Spielberg premieres, featuring groundbreaking computer animation.
 
31 July. King Baudouin of Belgium dies after 42 years on the throne. He is succeeded by his 
younger brother Albert II. 

13 September. Following long negpotiations, the Oslo I Accord is signed between Israeli prime 
minister Yitzak Rabin and Palestinian leader Yasser Arafat in Washington in the United States of 
America, paving the way for Palestinian self-government in the West Bank and the Gaza Strip, 
as well as the withdrawal of Israeli military from these territories. 

3 October. More than a thousand Somali civilians and 18 American soldiers are killed in a failed 
United Nations sanctioned American military operation in the Battle of Mogadishu during the 
Somali Civil War.  

4 October. A mass uprising by members of the Russian parliament against the rule of Boris 
Yeltsin is brutally crushed by the Russian military, leading to the deaths of around 200 people. 

21 October. The Burundian Civil War begins in Africa between the two ethnic groups Hutus and 
Tutsis. 

1 November. The European Union (EU) is founded – a close political and economic 
supranational union between the countries of Europe. The union’s member states are Belgium, 
Denmark, France, Germany, Greece, Ireland, Italy, Luxembourg, the Netherlands, Portugal, 
Spain and the United Kingdom. The Belgian capital Brussels becomes the capital of the 
European Union. 



30 November. The American historical drama movie Schindler’s List directed by Steven 
Spielberg about the Nazi German Holocaust against the Jews of Europe during the Second 
World War premieres.  

3 December. Georgia joins the Commonwealth of Independent States.

1994
1 January. The North American Free Trade Agreement (NAFTA) is established between the 
United States of America, Mexico and Canada. 

12 February. The Winter Olympic Games open in Lillehammer, Norway. 

1 March. South Africa cedes its exclave of Walvis Bay to Namibia. 

6 April. Rwandan president Juvénal Habyarimana and Burundian president Cyprien Ntaryamira 
are both killed as their airplane is shot down near the Rwandan capital Kigali. 

7 April. The Rwandan Genocide begins as members of the country’s ruling Hutu ethnic 
group on the orders of the Rwandan government and military begin to systematically and 
indisciminately slaughter any member of the rivalling Tutsi ethnic group – men, women and 
children, and Tutsi women are systematically and brutally mass raped by Hutus. Within three 
months, up to a million Tutsis will have been murdered in the genocide.   

6 May. The Channel Tunnel – a 50 kilometres long railway tunnel – opens under the English 
Channel between Folkestone in the United Kingdom and Calais in France.  

10 May. Nelson Mandela of the African National Congress becomes the first black president of 
South Africa. With his election, the Apartheid system in South Africa comes to a complete end.  

15 June. The American animated movie The Lion King by Walt Disney Studios premieres. 

4 July. The Rwandan Patriotic Front of the Tutsi enthic group, led by Paul Kagame, captures the 
Rwandan capital Kigali from the country’s genocidal Hutu government. 

8 July. Kim Il-sung, leader of North Korea since its independence in 1948, dies. At his death, 
ten days of national mourning is issued and his subsequent funeral is attended by hundreds of 
thousands of North Koreans. He is succeeded by his son Kim Jong-il.   

15 July. The Rwanda Genocide comes to a complete end as the Rwandan Patriotic Front and the 
new president Paul Kagame manage to take control of the entirety of the country and the last 
Hutus  surrender to the new rule. However, many Hutu extremists manage to escape across the 
border to Zarie, where they find a new refuge.  



20 July. Alexander Lukasheno becomes president of Belarus after winning the country’s first 
democratic elections. He immediately begins to transform the country back into Europe’s only 
remaining dictatorship under his rule.   

17 July. Brazil wins the soccer World Cup in the United States of America, defeating Italy 3-2 
on the penalties in the final after 0-0 at full time. 

25 July. Israeli prime minister Yitzak Rabin and Jordanian king Hussein sing the Israel-Jordan 
Peace Treaty, ending the formal state of war that has existed between the two country ever since 
Israel’s declaration if independence in 1948. 

28 September. Just after midnight, the passenger ferry Estonia travelling from Stockholm in 
Sweden towards Tallinn in Estonia sinks in the Baltic Sea, as the ferry takes in water due to a 
faulty bow visor. More than 850 of the just under thousand people on board lose their lives.    

1 October. The island group of Palau in the western Pacific Ocean gains full independence from 
the United States of America. 

14 October. The American crime movie Pulp Fiction by Quentin Tarantino premieres. 

22 November. The American comedy television series Friends premieres. 

28 November. In a public referendum, Norway votes against joining the European Union. 

3 December. The video game console PlayStation by Japanese technology company Sony is 
released.

11 December. The First Chechen War begins between Russia and nationalist rebels in its 
Muslim break-away province of Chechnya in the Caucasus Mountains.  

15 December. The internet web browser Netscape Navigator is released. 

1995
1 January. The World Trade Organization (WTO) – an intergovernmental global organization 
for the regulation and promotion of trade – is established, with its headquarter in Geneva in 
Switzerland. 

1 January. Austria, Finland and Sweden join the European Union.

2 March. The Internet search engine Yahoo! Search is launched.  

19 April. Around 170 people are killed almost 700 are injured in a bomb attack by domestic 



terrorist Timothy McVeigh against the Alfred P. Murrah Federal Building in Oklahoma City in 
the United States of America. 

17 May. Conservative politician Jacques Chirac becomes president of France. 

11 July. The Bosnian Serb army rounds up and massacres around 8,000 civilian men and boys 
and carry out mass rapes of women in a genocide attack against the Muslim Bosnian town of 
Srebrenica during the Bosnian War.  

28 July. Vietnam joins the Association of South East Asian Nations (ASEAN).

16 August. The internet web browser Internet Explorer by is launched by Microsoft. 

16 August. In a public referendum, the British North American Atlantic island of Bermuda votes 
against independence from the United Kingdom. 

24 August. The computer technology company Microsoft launches its revolutionary, user 
friendly computer operative system Windows 95. 

6 September. Following repeated failed negotiations with Bosnian Serb leader, the North 
Atlantic Treaty Organiation (NATO) begins an airforce bombing campaig against Bosnian Serb 
military installations. 

30 October. In a public referendum, the Canadian province of Quebec votes against 
independence from Canada. 

4 November. Israeli prime minister Yitzak Rabin is assassinated by an Israeli nationalist 
extremist due to his preace negotiations with Palestine. Rabin is succeeded as prime minister of 
Israel by Shimon Peres.

14 November. The Croatian Independence War comes to a complete end as the Erdut Agreement 
is signed between national government of Croatia and the leaders of the Serbian minority rebels 
in Croatia. The more than four years long, extrely brutal war has claimed the lives of around 
7,000 Croatian civilians and almost 3,000 Serbian civilians, and more than half a million people 
have been displaced from their homes during the war.    

16 November. A United Nations legal tribunal charges Bosnian Serb president Radovan 
Karadzic and Bosnian Serb military leader Radko Mladic with genocide for their actions in the 
Bosnian War.

22 November. The American computer animated movie Toy Story by Pixar Animation Studios 
premieres as the first-ever feature length entirely computer animated movie. 



14 December. The extremely bloody and brutal more than three years long Bosnian War 
comes to an end as Slobodan Milosevic, president of Serbian part of the Federal Republic 
of Yugoslavia, along with Alijah Izetbegovic, president of the Republic of Bosnia and 
Herzegovina, and  Franjo Tumdan, president of the Republic of Croatia, all sign the Dayton 
Agreement at a miliarty base in the town of Dayton in the United States of America. The 
signing is witnessed by American president Bill Clinton, British prime minister John Major, 
French President Jacques Chirac and German chancellor Helmut Kohl. According to the 
agreement, Bosnian Serb break-away region of the Serb Republic is to be an autonomous, self-
governing province within the new Federation of Bosnia and Herzegovina. The Bosnian War 
has led to the deaths of more than 30,000 Bosnian, more than 4,000 Serbian, and more than 
2,000 Croatian civilians, and the entire war has been marked by atrocities such as massacres, 
mass rapes and torture of civilians. Many hundreds of thousands of civilians have been 
displaced and become refugees throughout the war.   

1996
9 February. The Northern Irish nationalist extremist group the Irish Republican Army (IRA) 
carries out a bomb attack in the Docklands financial district in London, killing two people, 
wounding around 40, and causing massive material damage. 

29 February. The siege on the Bosnian capital Sarajevo by the army of the Bosnian Serb break-
away region of the Serb Republic comes to an end. The more than four years long siege on the 
city has caused immense suffering and the deaths of more than 5,000 of the city’s civilians. 

11 April. Israel initiates Operation Grapes of Wrath – a sixteen days long massive bombing 
campaign against targets in Lebanon, with the goal of forcing Lebanon to act against the 
shelling of northern Israel by the pro-Palestinian militant Islamist group Hezbollah. Up towards 
200 Lebanese civilians are killed in the Israeli bombing, with another 350 wounded, and to half 
a million Lebanese civilians are forced to leave their homes.   

18 April. More than a hundred Lebanese civilians are killed in the Qana Massacre, as the Israeli 
air force bombs the compound of the United Nations where the civilians had taken shelter.

22 May. The American action movie Mission: Impossible starring Tom Cruise premieres.

18 June. Benjamin Netanyahu of the conservative Likud Party becomes prime minister of Israel.

23 June. The video game console Nintendo 64 is released. 

4 July. The internet e-mail service Hotmail is released by Microsoft. 

5 July. The sheep Dolly – the first mammal successfully cloned from an adult cell – is born at 
the Roslin Institute in the United Kingdom. 



19 July. The Olympic Games open in Atlanta in the United States of America.

27 July. A bomb attack is carried out by an anti-abortion extremist inside the Centennial 
Olympic Park in Atlanta during the ongoing Olympic Games. One person is killed and more 
than a hundred people are injured.  

31 August. The First Chechen War comes to an end as a peace treaty is signed between Russia 
and the rebel leaders in the break-away region of Chechnya and Russia withdraws its troops 
from the region, leaving the region under de facto rebel sovereignty but still de jure a part of 
Russia. 

28 August. British crown prince Charles and princess Diana are divorced. 

27 September. The Islamist fundamentalist political movement the Taliban take full control 
of Afghanistan after taking the capital Kabul. The country is turned into a brutal Islamist 
fundamentalist state under their rule. 

24 October. The First Congo War begins as the Alliance of Democratic Forces for the Liberation 
of Congo-Zaire (AFDL) – a coalition of Congolese anti-goverment rebels along with troops 
from Rwanda, Uganda and Burundi – invades Zaire in search of war criminals from the 
Rwandan Genocide who have found a free haven in eastern Zaire and with the aim of removing 
Zaire’s dictator Mobutu Sese Seko from power.   

20 December. The American horror movie Scream premieres. 

29 December. The Guatemalan Civil War comes to an end after 36 years of fighting, as the 
Guatemalan government and the militant socialist rebel group the Guatemalan National 
Revolutionary Unity sign a final peace treaty.   

The death penalty is abolished in Belgium.

British pop music group Spice Girls releases its song Wannabe.  

Canadian pop singer Alanis Morissette releases her song Ironic. 

1997
1 April. The Japanese animated children’s television series Pokémon premieres. 

2 May. Tony Blair of the Labour Party becomes prime minister of the United Kingdom. Under 
his leadership, the Labour Party ideology is moved from the left towards a more centrist policy, 
known as New Labour. 

16 May. The First Congo War comes to an end as the Alliance of Democratic Forces for the 



Liberation of Congo-Zaire (AFDL) captures Zaire’s capital Kinshasa and deposes president 
Mobutu Sese Seko after more than 30 years in power. Mobutu flees into exile in Togo in 
western Africa. 

17 May. Laurent-Désiré Kabila, leader of the  Alliance of Democratic Forces for the Liberation 
of Congo-Zaire, becomes new president of Zaire, which he renames as the Democratic Republic 
of the Congo. 

31 May. The Confederation Bridge – a 13 kilometres long road bridge – opens in Canada, 
connecting the island province of Prince Edward Island to the mainland province of New 
Brunswick.  

19 June. Genocidal exiled former Cambodian dictator Pol Pot is captured and put under house 
arrest in Cambodia.   

25 June. The Soufrière Hills volcano on the British Caribbean island of Montserrat erupts, 
completely destroying the island’s capital Plymouth and causing mass evacuations – about two 
thirds of the island’s population leaves the island permanently. 

26 June. British author J. K. Rowling publishes her children’s fantasy novel Harry Potter and 
the Philosopher’s Stone. 

1 June. Hong Kong becomes part of China as the British colonial rule over Hong Kong 
comes to a complete end. With the ceding of Hong Kong, British colonial rule in Asia is also 
completely over. Hong Kong is given the status of an autonomous, self-governing region within 
China. 

12 July. The Japanese animated adventure movie Princess Mononoke by Studio Ghibli 
premieres. 

23 July. Burma and Laos join the Association of South East Asian Nations (ASEAN).

23 July. Slobodan Milosevic, formerly president of the Serbian costituency of the Yugoslav 
federation, become president over the entirety of the Federal Republic of Yugoslavia. 

31 August. Diana, princess of the United Kingdom, and mother of prince William, third in line 
to the British throne, is killed in a car crash along with her boyfriend, Egyptian billionaire Dodi 
Fayed, inside the Pont de l’Alma road tunnel in Paris, after the car they were travelling in was 
relentlessly chased after by agressive paparazzi photographers causing their driver to speed.  

6 September. More than two billion people worldwide watches the television broadcast of the 
funeral of the immensely popular princess Diana, which takes place at the Westminster Abbey 
in London. 



7 September. Mobutu Sese Seko, former dictator of Zaire, dies in exile in Morocco.  

15 September. The American internet search engine Google Search developed by computer 
scientists Larry Page and Sergey Brin is launched. 

17 October. The body of socialist revolutionary Che Guevara is buried under full military 
honours  during a ceremony in the city of Santa Clara in Cuba, 30 years after his death. 

3 December. The Ottawa Treaty is signed between 121 countries in Ottawa, Canada, prohibiting 
the use of anti-personnel landmines by its signatories. Among the countries declining to sign are 
the United States of America, China, Russia, India, Pakistan, Iran, Saudi Arabia, Israel and the 
Koreas.

10 December. The capital of Kazakhstan is moved from its largest city Almaty in the south east 
to the geographically more centrally located city of Astana. 

11 December. The Kyoto Protocol, and international treaty by the United Nations, is signed in 
Kyoto in Japan, with its signatories committing to reduce their greenhouse gas emission in order 
to lessen human caused climate change. All of the United Nations member states except for the 
United States of America retify the treaty. The European Union, Australia, Belarus, Iceland, 
Kazakhstan, Liechtenstein, Norway, Switzerland and Ukraine voluntarily make the treaty’s 
targets legally binding within their countries, while to all other signatories the targets are not 
legally binding. 

19 December. The American historical romance drama movie Titanic directed by James 
Cameron and starring Leonardo DiCaprio and Kate Winslet premieres. 

The death penalty is abolished in Poland. 

Corporal punishment of children becomes illegal in Denmark.

1998
26 January. American president Bill Clinton tells a lie during a press conference as he denies 
having had a sexual relationship with his young intern Monica Lewinsky.   

7 February. The Winter Olympic Games open in Nagano, Japan. 

28 February. The Kosovo War breaks out between the Federal Republic of Yugoslavia and the 
Kosovo Liberation Army of the Yugoslav Albanian majority break-away region of Kosvo.

5 April. The four kilometres long Akashi Kaikyo Bridge, a suspension roadway bridge, is 
opened in Japan between the main island of Honshu and the island of Awaji. 



10 April. The United Kingdom, the Republic of Ireland and the political parties of Northern 
Ireland together sign the Good Friday Agreement on the governance of Northern Ireland 
and the mutual civil and cultural rights of Protestants and Catholics in Northern Ireland, in a 
groundbreaking step towards ending the sectarian conflict and violence in Northern Ireland.  

20 April. The German communist extremist group the Red Army Faction is fully dissolved. 

14 June. The almost seven kilometres long long Great Belt Bridge is opened between the 
Danish islands of Zealand and Funen. The combined rail and roadway bridge and tunnel system 
for the first creates a fixed land connection between eastern and western Denmark.

19 June. The animated movie Mulan by Walt Disney Studios premieres. 

25 June. The computer operation system Windows 98 by Microsoft is released.

12 July. France wins the soccer World Cup in France, defeating Brazil 3-0 in the final. 

17 July. Former Russian emperor Nikolai II, his wife empress Alexandra and their children are 
buried in an official funeral cerememony at the St. Peter and Paul Cathedral in St. Petersburg, 
attended by Russian president Boris Yeltsin, exactly 80 years on the day after their execution by  
the Soviet government.  

4 August. The extremely brutal Second Congo War breaks out between the Congolese central 
government and militia group allied to Rwanda and Uganda in the eastern part of the country. It 
will become the bloodies war in African history. 

7 August. The American embassies in Dar-es-Salaam in Tanzania and Nairobi in Kenya are 
targeted in coordinated massive bomb attacks, killing more than 200 people and injuring almost 
5,000. The attacks are carried out by the militant Islamist group Al-Qaeda, led by Osama bin 
Laden, as retalliation for American involvement in extraditions of Islamist militants in Egypt. 

15 August. Around 30 people are killed and more than 300 are injured in a bomb attack in 
Omagh in Northern Ireland, carried out by a splinter group of the Irish militant nationalist group 
the Irish Republican Army, in protest against the Good Friday Agreement. 

4 September. The American internet technology company Google is founded by Larry Page and 
Sergey Brin, a year after the launch of their internet search engine.      

17 October. Former Chilean dictator Augusto Pinochet is arrested in London under an 
international arrest warrant, charged with murder and torture, among other crimes committed 
during his time as Chilean president.  



22 October. Around 20,000 people are killed as the massive hurricane Mitch devastates the 
Central American countries of Honduras and Nicaragua.  

27 October. Gerhard Schroder of the Social Democratic Party becomes chancellor of Germany. 

19 December. American president Bill Clinton is impeached in the American senate, charged 
with perjurory and obstrucion of justice, for having lied under oath about his extremarital sexual 
relations with his young intern Monica Lewinsky during the sexual harrassment lawsuit filed 
against him by Arkansas state employee Paula Jones.  

The death penalty is abolished in Armenia, Azerbaijan, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Bulgaria, 
Estonia, Latvia, Lithuania and the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland. 

Corporal punishment of children becomes illegal in Latvia.  

American pop singer Madonna releases her songs Frozen, The Power of Good-Bye and Ray of 
Light.

1999
7 February. King Hussein of Jordan dies after almost 50 years on the throne. He is succeeded by 
his son Abdullah II. 

12 February. American president Bill Clinton is aquitted by American senate of the charges of 
perjury and obstruction of justice raised against him. 

12 March. Czechia, Hungary and Poland join the North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO). 

24 March. Despite lack of approval from the United Nations Security Council, the North 
Atlantic Treaty Organization begins a three months long air raid bombing campaign against the 
Federal Republic of Yugoslavia, including against public infrastructure in its capital Belgrade, 
due to its war in the break-away region of Kosovo. Well over a thousand Serbian Yugoslav 
civilians are killed by the bomb raid.     

31 March. The American science-fiction action movie The Matrix starring Keanu Reeves 
premieres. 

1 April. The majority Inuit territory of Nunavut is created as a separate political unit from the 
Northwestern Territories in Canada. 

20 April. Two teenage boys at the Columbine High School in the United States of America 
massacre twelve of their school mates and one teacher in a shooting spree before taking their 
own lives. 



30 April. Cambodia joins the Association of South East Asian Nations (ASEAN).

7 May. Three workers at the Chinese Embassy in the Yugoslav capital Belgrade are killed as the 
embassy is mistakenly bombed by the aircrafts of the North Atlantic Treaty Organization. 

11 June. The Kosovo War comes to an end as the government of the Federal Republic of 
Yugoslavia signs a peace with the leaders of the paramilitary group the Kosovo Liberation 
Army over the break-away region of Kosovo. According to the treaty, Yugoslavia is forced 
to withdraw its federal troops from Kosovo, and the United Nations sends in peacekeeping 
forces led by the North Atlantic Treaty Organization. Kosovo Albanian refugees are allowed to 
return to the region, while more than half of Kosovo’s Serb population is expelled. The war has 
claimed the lives of more than 15,000 civilians. 

14 June. Nelson Mandela – the first president of South Africa since the end of the Apartheid 
system – steps down at age 80. He is succeeded by Thabo Mbeki of the same political party – 
the African National Congress. 

1 July. The Scottish Parliament is opened by British queen Elizabeth II. With the new 
parliament, Scotland receives a significantly higher degree of autonomy in its internal affairs 
within the United Kingdom.  

6 July. Ehud Barak of the Labour Party becomes prime minister of Israel. 

22 July. The internet instant messaging programme MSN Messenger is released by Micosoft.

30 July. The American horror movie The Blair Witch Project premieres. 

1 August. The Petronas Tower are officially opened in the Malaysian capital Kuala Lumpur. At 
452 metres, the two twin skyscrapers are the highest buildings in the world.  

6 August. The American horror drama movie The Sixth Sense written and directed by M. Night 
Shyamalan premieres.  

9 August. Vladimir Putin becomes prime minister of Russia. 

19 August. Tens of thousands of people protest in the Yugoslav capital Belgrade, demanding the 
resignation of president Slobodan Milosevic.

7 September. An earthquake hits the Greek capital Athens, claiming the lives of more than a 
hundred people and injuring more than 2,000. 

12 November. An earthquake hits northwestern Turkey, claiming the lives of almost 900 people 
and leaving almost 5,000 injured. 



December. The Cambodian former ruling communist group the Khmer Rouge is completely 
dissolved.

20 December. Hong Kong becomes part of China as the Portuguese colonial rule over Macau 
comes to a complete end. The ceding of the territory marks the complete end to Portuguese 
colonialism. Macau is given the status of an autonomous, self-governing region within China.   

31 December. The United States of America cedes the full sovereignty over the Pamana Canal 
Zone to the Republic of Panama. 

31 December. The London Eye is inaugurated in London. At 135 metres high, it is the largest 
ferris wheel in the world.    

31 December. Boris Yeltsin resigns as president of the Russian Federation, leaving prime 
minister Vladimir Putin as the acting leader of Russia.    

Corporal punishment of children becomes illegal in Croatia.

The human population of Earth reaches six billion.  

2000 
1 January. At the stroke of Midnight, people everywhere across the world wildly celebrate the 
beginning of the third millennium. 

6 January. The Pyrenean ibex (Capra pyrenaica pyrenaica) goes extinct as the last individual 
dies. Native to the mountains of northern Spain and southern France, it disappears due to 
hunting by humans and competition for its food resources from human livestock. 

3 March. Former Chilean dictator Augusto Pinochet is released from his house arrest in the 
United Kingdom due to ailing health and is allowed to return to Chile. 

5 May. The American historical drama movie Gladiator directed by Ridley Scott and starring 
Russel Crowe and Joaquin Phoenix premieres.

7 May. Vladimir Putin becomes president of the Russian Federation.   

10 June. Syrian president Hafez al-Assad dies after nearly 30 years in power. 

1 July. The Oresund Bridge is opened between the Danish capital Copenhagen and Malmo in 
the Swedish province of Scania. The combined railway and roadway connection consists of an 
almost eight kilometres long bridge on the Swedish side and a four kilometres long tunnel on 
the Danish side, connected by a four kilometres long artificial  island in middle of the strait. 



Combined with the Great Belt Bridge and the Little Belt Bridge, the Oresund Bridge creates a 
fixed land link between the Scandinavian Peninsula and the Central European mainland.     

17 July. Bashar al-Assad, son of deceased Syrian president Hafez al-Assad, succeeds his father 
as president of Syria. 

25 July. A Concorde passenger aircraft falters at it takes off from the Charles de Gaulle airport 
in Paris and crashes into a nearby hotel. All of the 109 persons on the plane, as well as four 
persons at the hotel, lose their lives. The crash marks the beginning of the end for the use of the 
Concorde aircrafts, which will soon all be discontinued from use.   

14 August. Former Russian emperor Nikolai II along with his wife empress Alexandra and their 
children a canonised as holy martyred saints by the Russian Orthodox Church.  

6 September. The three days long Millennium Summit begins at the United Nations Headquarter 
in New York City in the United States of America. With more than 150 heads of state attending, 
it is the largest gathering of world leaders in history. 

28 September. Against strong Palestinian protests, Ariel Sharon, leader of Israel’s largest op-
position party, the conservative Likud Party, under heavy police protection visits the Temple 
Mount – holy to both Muslims and Jews – inside the Palestinian part of Jerusalem. Sharon’s 
visit to the mountain leads to large-scale Palestinian public uprising, culminating in the start of 
the Second Intifada. 

7 October. Following massive public protests against his rule, Slobodan Milosevic resigns 
as president of the Federal Republic of Yugoslavia. He is succeeded as president by Vojislav 
Kostunica.

11 October. About 950,000 cubic metres of coal sludge from an underground mine in Martin 
County in Kentucky in the United States of America are accidentally leaked into nearby rivers, 
causing a vast environmental catastrophy, leaving affected waters completely devoid of life. 

7 November. The presidential election in the United States of America, contested between 
George W. Bush of the Republican Party, son of former American president George H. W. Bush, 
and Al Gore of the Democratic Party, the vice president of the Bill Clinton administration, ends 
in a virtual draw, with Bush just barely winning the majority of delegates despite losing the 
popular vote. However, a miscount has occurred in the extremely close elections in the state of 
Florida due to faulty voting machines, causing the votes there having to be recounted – a win in 
Florida would turn the number of delegates in favour of Gore.

22 October. Peruvian president Alberto Fujimori is deposed by the Peruvian congress and 
charged with corruption. Fujimori flees into exile in Japan. 



12 December. The Supreme Court of the United States of America stops the recount of the 
presidential election votes in Florida and instead directly awards the victory in the presidential 
election to George W. Bush. 

25 December. More than 300 people are killed in a massive fire at a shopping centre in the Chi-
nese city of Luoyang.      

The population of India reaches one billion. 

Corporal punishment of children becomes illegal in Bulgaria, Germany and Israel. 

2001
15 January. The internet encyclopedia site Wikipedia is launched.

20 January. George W. Bush becomes president of the United States of America. 

26 January. Laurent-Désiré Kabila, president of the Democratic Republic of the Congo, is as-
sassinated by a child soldier within his own bodyguard, belonging to the opposition within the 
country supported by Rwanda. The boy is shot and killed as he attempts to flee. Laurent-Désiré 
Kabila’s son Joseph Kabila becomes new president of the Democratic Republic of the Congo. 

2 March. The two Bamiyan Buddha statues, 2,500 years old and 53 and 35 metres tall respec-
tively, are completely destroyed by Afghanistan’s Islamist extremist ruling regime, who deem 
them blasphemous against Islam. 

31 March. Slobodan Milosevic, former president of the Federal Republic of Yugoslavia, is ar-
rested by the Yugoslav police and charged with corruption, embezzlement and abuse of power. 

1 April. The Netherlands becomes the first country in the world to legalise homosexual mar-
riage. 

25 April. The French romantic comedy drama movie Amélie premieres. 

11 June. Silvio Berlusconi becomes prime minister of Italy.

11 June. Timothy McVeigh, the perpetrator of the bombings in Oklahoma City in 1995, is exe-
cuted by lethal injection in the United States of America.

20 July. The Japanese animated movie Spirited Away by Studio Ghibli premieres. 

11 September. Four passenger airplanes are hijacked in the United States of America by the 
militant eztremist Islamist organisation al-Qaeda. Two of the planes, leaving from Boston, are 
crashed by the extremists into the two World Trade Centre twin skyscrapers in the central fi-



nancial district of New York City, soon causing the building to completely collapse. The attack 
claims the lives of more than 2,600 people. Simultaneously, the third hijacked plane, leaving 
from the American capital Washington, is crashed into the Pentagon – the headquarter of the 
American military – claiming the lives of almost 200 people. In the fourth hijacked plane, 
starting from Newark, the hijackers are overmanned by the airplane’s passengers and crews on 
its way towards Washington, and crashes in Pennsylvania, killing all 40 people on board. The 
massive extremist attack by al-Qaeda attack against American civilians, motivated by resistance 
against American military and political involvemen in the Middle East, sends the entirety of the 
United States of America and the world into utter traumatised shock.   



Afterword

With the terror attacks on September 11 2001, our present era began. A darker, more unstable 
ear, with new dramatic and still ongoing shifts in global power politics. 

A few days after the attack against the United States of America on September 11 2001, 
American president George W. Bush declared a War on Terror. A few weeks later still, he 
presented his Patriot Act and the far reaching National Surveillance Agency. Since then, mass 
survelliance has been further extended under Bush’s successor as president Barack Obama for 
spying on and collecting data from private citizens at home and abroad. 

This new era of mass surveillance and data collection has been immensely facilitated by rapid 
techological development, and not least by the vast explosion of various social media and 
communication platforms. We have entered intom a new Age of Information, where controlling 
the media narrative has become more important than at any previous  point in history.   

Since September 2001, we have also seen long, outdrawn and extremely brutal wars in 
Afghanistan, Iraq and Syria. These brutal wars, which include indiscriminate drone strikes of 
civilian targets by the American military, and which has led to the deaths and displacements 
of millions of people are seen by many as imperialist, capitalist ideological fought by Western 
states against Islamic countries, have led to a vastly increased support in the region of extremely 
brutal and deeply conservative Islamist militarist movements such as Al-Qaeda, and the creation 
of new ones such as the Islamic State in Iraq and Syria. And we have seen the establishment 
of international political blocks, with the United States, Saudi Arabia, Israel and allies against 
Russia, Iran, Syria and allies figthing each other in proxy wars over oil and gas resources in this 
perpetually unstable region. 

The wars have also led to massive numbers of immigrants streaming into Europe in hope of 
safer and better lives. This immigration has led to formerly rather culturally homogenous 
European states quickly receiving sizeable Muslim minority populations, causing sudden social 
and cultural changes. In addition, the instability and radicalisation of the Middle East has led 
to a high frequency of Islamist terrorist attacks all across Europe. This in turn has led to an 
increase in nationalism and xenophobia in Europe, even challenging the open borders of the 
European Union. A development which so far seen seen its culmination in the United Kingdom 
of Great Britain and Northern Ireland voting in favour of completely leaving the EU. 

America too is struggling. The super power is possibly on its way to lose its place as the sole 
world hegemon. Although American cultural influence still reigns supreme on the global 
stage, the economic gap is closing. And perhaps most important of all, America is rapidly 
losing its moral high ground and the crucial trust in its global leadership. In everything from 
environmental to social policies, America lags behind. And with the election of the jingoistic 
real estate billionaire and reality television star Donald Trump as American president, the rift 
between the United States and the European Union is set to only deepend further over the 



coming years.

Instead, China has quickly risen as a major world power, and is now rising as a global leader 
not only economically, but also in innovation, science and even in environmental protection. 
Furthermore, China is currently deeply involved in economic and industrial development in 
many countries in the still undedevoloped but immensely resoucre rich and rapidly evolving 
Africa – a continent which is besides also experiencing a great population boom.

Russia too, although still economically weak, is rich in resources and has regained much of its 
former political stability, confidence and regional influence under its authoritarian but popular 
leader Vladimir Putin. India – the world’s most populous democracy – is also experiencing 
a rapid rise, although so far hampered by vast social inequality. The country’s population is 
predicted to surpass that of China within a few decades. Together, China and India are home to 
nearly three billion of the 7.5 billion people in the world – while the European Union and the 
United States of America combined are home to less than a billion people. And together, China, 
India, Russia other eastern countries might very well shift the global power balance away from 
Europe and North America towards Asia. 

Meanwhile, the global struggle continues between free trade globalists and protectionist 
nationalists rages on. It is ultimately a fight between two sides of the same right-wing, capitalist 
and materialist coin. At the same time, the gaps between very wealthy and poor increases, both 
within countries and between developed and developing countries, as both approaches prove 
ultimately incompatible with a vision of creating an ecologically, socially and economically 
sustainable future for all.   

However, everything else must pale in comparion to the greatest challenge of our time – that of 
climate change and environmental degradation. We are currently experiencing the largest mass 
extinction of species on our planet in 65 million years, and it is solely caused by human activity. 
People living in the West are annnualy consuming far more than the planet is able to produce – 
and are encouraged to do so by an economic system which demands eternal economic growth 
in order not to collapse. Thus, the unsustainable consumption only ever continues to increase, 
with ever more consumer goods, more waste, more energy use, and more pollution from 
an ever growing number of motor vehicles and manufacturing industries, while ecosystems 
across the planet are dying and depleted. Our society is locked into an unsustainable system 
which demands vast destruction of our planet in order to function, and thus our planet’s entire 
global ecosystem is quickly heading towards disaster. A changing climate will not only lead to 
environmental collapse and disasters, but will also threaten human sustenance and lead to global 
political unrest and mass migrations of people in a struggle over dwindling resources, The 
eternal economic and material growth which the current capitalist system is based on simply 
is not possible if ecological, social and economic sustainability is to be achieved and we are in 
dire need of something else.  

In summary, we are currently living in a highly uncertain time, A time of rapid change, with 



many possible futures. Will proxy wars, unrest and radicalisation continue in the Middle East? 
Will we see the decline and fall of the West and the rise of the East? And will the oingoing 
ecological collapse usher in a new time of chaos, suffering and unrest - or will we after all 
be able to work together usher in a new, sustainable and more pleasant age of equality and 
compassion...? Time alone will tell, as history is in the making.     



Johan Maltesson lives in Helsingborg, Sweden. He writes about culture nature, history ethics and philosophy, as well as 
within poetry and fantasy fiction.

Blog: malthesse.wordpress.com  






